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Crystal Tear
- by James W. Ledbetter Jr.

(And Jesus called a little child unto
Him, and set him in the midst of them,
and said, “Verily I say unto you,
except ye be converted, and become
as little children, ye shall not enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven. Whoso-
ever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is great-
est in the Kingdom of Heaven.”
Matthew 18: 2-4)

“Tell me my child, what is that I see,
in the corner of your eye.

A crystal drop, known as a tear;
please, …may I ask why?”

“You say you’re praying for the world
today,

and tomorrows yet to come.
Asking God to help this torn apart
world,

that has been so needlessly done.”

“You’re asking why there must be
war,

and when will it ever cease.
And why the people of the world,

can’t live together in peace.”

“You’re asking Him to forgive you,
for all the things you’ve done wrong.

And asking Him to forgive everyone,
and through Him, make this world

strong.”

“You’re thanking Him for all you have,
and for everything He has done.

And pray that you will awake the next
day,

to see the bright shining sun.”

“Go ahead my child, and finish your
prayer,

a prayer only God will hear.
And maybe someday, the world will
be clean,

washed pure by your crystal tear.”
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CY-FAIR COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Unity of the Brethren)

Worship – 10:45 A.M.
Sunday School – 9:30 A.M.

Pastors:
Rev. Henry Beseda 12915 Cypress North Houston

(979) 567-7033 P.O. Box 0233
Rev. Rick Chandler Cypress, TX  77410-0233

 (281) 355-1474
Church Phone – (281) 955-1655 President: Rev. Henry Beseda

In Luke 12:48 we find Jesus saying
“From everyone who has been given
much, much will be de-
manded; and from the one
who has been entrusted
much, much more will be
asked.”

Ladies and Gentlemen,
we have all been given
much and much has been
entrusted to us as indi-
viduals, as a denomina-
tion, and as a nation. The question is,
can we meet the demands of what is
asked of us who are so richly blessed?

Contrary to what a few politicians
will say, you are living in the richest,
freest, most tolerant country in the
world. You have received so many
things that are taken for granted which
people in other countries see as riches.
The simple act of turning on the clean
water spigot in your air conditioned
home makes you wealthy. You can
drive in your air conditioned car on
paved roads to the grocery store to
buy food that is plentiful. You can go
to the emergency room and be treated
even if you can’t pay for it, can’t

President’s Column . . . Claren Kotrla
LEADERSHIP

speak English, or are not a citizen of
this country. You can go to Church on

Sunday or any other day
of the week! I have lived
in a country where you
could not do that openly
and where talking to oth-
ers about Christ could
get you deported or worse,
including being executed!
Both had indeed hap-
pened. Could it happen

here?
Why do we keep hearing, and in

some cases believing, we are a poor
country with so many problems and
that a depression is just around the
corner. I believe it is a lack of leader-
ship at the national level where set-
ting unreasonable expectations or
timelines and crying wolf is a way to
get votes. Our president has an ap-
proval rating of around 30% and our
congress only about 9%. Instead of
our politicians acting for the general
good, they are pointing fingers, and,
in addition to not leading, many have
lost their moral compass. They have
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OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53

Temple, Texas 76501
Preaching the Word, Loving the People

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor Elder Board President
Rev. Ron Winsman Bill McGuire

3112 W. Ave. R 2418 South 49th
Temple, TX 76504 Temple, TX 76504

(254) 742-0827 (254) 778-2988
ronwinsman@hotmail.com

Cemetery Youth Director
Sharon Marek Jennifer Chervenka

23383 Milam Road 9494 Big Elm Creek Rd.
Burlington, TX 76519 Rogers, TX 76569

(254) 985-2457 (254) 983-1002

become self serving and arrogant.
Before you get on this band wagon
and start agreeing, please read on.

The problem is not limited to our
national leaders. Let’s look at a few
names and entities: Saddam Hussein,
Hitler, Xerox Executives, Osama Ben
Laden, “Bill, Susan”, the United Na-
tions, Congressman William Jefferson,
Congressman Cunningham, and John
Edwards to name a few. What do all
these names and organizations have
in common? Each was or is in a
position of leadership and failed. Some
of them are well know for what they
did, while others aren’t that well
known. The first two names need no
introduction. Xerox executives had
the opportunity to become leaders by
having the first computers, but their
lack of vision and relying on how
they had done things in the past

without looking at how things had
changed lost that opportunity. Con-
gressman Jefferson commandeered a
National Guard truck to be used for
rescue work during the hurricane in
New Orleans to recover ninety thou-
sand dollars from a freezer. He is
being investigated on several charges,
but continues to serve on the ethics
committee in congress. Congressman
Cunningham did a tap dance in a
restroom allegedly to entice another
man for sex. John Edwards allegedly
had an affair while his wife was under-
going cancer treatment. These last
two examples are not just about sex.
They, like the other examples, are
about lost integrity and trust in people
in leadership positions. Yet no one
seems to show any outrage except for
some political posturing, thereby
making us all enablers. The United
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Nations generally wrings its hands
and asks for more money without
leading.

What about “Bill, Jack, and Su-
san”? They represent people on the
Board of Elders in your church and
individuals in your Unity organiza-
tions. They represent your pastor
and they represent you as members
of your church and the Unity. They
took the jobs but didn’t bother to
learn how best to do them. They
became self centered rather than Christ
centered. Maybe they couldn’t say
no and were overwhelmed. Perhaps
they chose not to serve but to criti-
cize, or they became enablers for
mediocrity or for failure. They became
finger pointers while being divisive
and causing others to lose interest in
their church. Their actions and words
discouraged some young person from
considering the ministry or serving
Christ in some other manner. They
failed to have the vision to serve and

lead the existing members, much less
attract new ones. While things are
changing before their eyes, they are
relying only on how things were done
in the past. They represent your Syn-
odical Committee and its representa-
tives and other organizations within
the Unity.

Contrast the above list and their
actions or inaction with the following:
John F. Kennedy, Ronald Regan, Pro-
fessor Livio Librescu, Lee Iacocca,
John Hus, “Jane, Joe, and John”.
What do these people have in com-
mon? They each had a vision and
took action to achieve that vision.
John Kennedy had a vision to beat
the Russians to the moon. Americans
with slide rules and hard work accom-
plished that goal within ten years.
Ronald Regan had a vision for eco-
nomic growth and the end of the
Russian Empire which freed what was
known as the Eastern Bloc. He initi-

THE BUCKHOLTS BRETHREN CHURCH
606 N. 4th Street

Buckholts, Texas 76518

Worship 9 AM Rev. Johnny Kueker
Study 10:30 AM P.O. Box 325
(No service on Buckholts, Texas 76518
fifth Sunday.) (254) 605-0434

ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service –

A Payne Family Tradition”
West, Texas
254/826-5321

Brighter Vision
Tammy Pechal, Joe & Christi Emerson

Bringing Glory to God in Song
Contact Pastor Joe Emerson
(254) 931-1653 for booking
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Now Available from the Brethren Book Store
401 South Main, Caldwell, TX 77836

(979) 567-7203

How It All Began
A History of the Unity of the Brethren

By Rev. Daniel J. Marek

A compilation of Rev. Marek’s articles and translations of
articles written from 1986-2004. These articles appeared in
various issues of The Brethren Journal. Hard Cover, 159
pages. Includes a section on the Unity’s beginnings in Texas and
a section on the Unity’s European history.

$15 plus $2 shipping and handling

ated an economic growth environ-
ment that lasted for years after his
terms were over.  Mr. Librescu was a
professor who had survived the Ho-
locaust and saved all of his students
during the massacre at Virginia Tech
University while losing his. This val-
iant sacrifice didn’t get much media
coverage, though. I found it deep in
our paper, while the individual who
did the killing had his name and
picture on the front page. John Hus
gave his life because he had a vision
to allow everyone the opportunity to
read the Bible and in the process was
the spark that started the Protestant
Revolution. Lee Iacocca had the vi-
sion for the Mustang car, and had the
vision to save Chrysler from bank-
ruptcy. He also used the phrase “lead,
follow, or get out of the way.” That
could also be a thought for us. Are we
going to lead? Are we going to fol-
low? Are we going to step out of the

way or be a hindrance to others who
are willing to lead?

Now to “Jane, Joe and John.”
They also represent the pastors, boards,
members of the congregations, and
the leaders in the various Unity orga-
nizations. They represent the young
mother who organized the Bible School
where none had been before. They
represent the pastor who reaches out
not only to the members but to those
outside the walls of the church. They
represent the persons who help oth-
ers. They represent those people who
take it upon themselves to do what-
ever jobs need to be done no matter
how menial or unrewarding. They
have a Christ-centered vision, yet
they may not always be the ones we
call leaders. They encourage Christ-
centered service with our youth
through word and deed. They, too,
represent your Synodical Committee
dealing with the various issues im-
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pacting the denomination. These
names can represent you! These are
the people who recognize they have
much and much is required of them
and are ready to meet the demands of
their blessings. These people have
the strength, vision, and humility to
do God’s work. Will you become one
of these people?

Christian leaders are not perfect.
Therefore, each of us is qualified to
be a Christian leader. It is what Christ
has placed in our heart and what we
accept from Him that makes us quali-
fied to become Christian leaders. Like
it or not, we are each leaders in deed
and word in our daily lives, both in
formal leadership positions and inter-
action with others. Great leaders en-
courage others to succeed rather than
putting others down. The type of
leader we choose to become is really
up to each individual.

When Christ said “Follow Me,” He
embodied the essence of leadership.
He didn’t conduct a survey, initiate a
poll, or put qualifiers on the com-
mand. He took action and focused on
the mission to save you and me from
eternal death. He new the conse-
quences and moved forward with the
vision He had for us. Our leadership
vision for Christ’s Kingdom may not
be this dramatic or as dangerous, but
it is important to those we share it
with.

As a denomination, we need to
focus on growing Christian leaders.

We have the infrastructure in Hus
School, HILL, and a mentoring pro-
gram for those who wish to become
pastors, as well as many other oppor-
tunities to serve and grow in accor-
dance with what we have been given
and are entrusted with.

However, at least two questions
remain. Are we using these resources
to their full potential? Are we encour-
aging ourselves and our young people
by our actions to use the resources or
other resources to grow into the Chris-
tian leaders we will need over the next
decades? Or, are we satisfied to just
let it go until we die and don’t need
our leaders anymore?

We need to carefully consider the
future of Christian service within the
Unity. Most Protestant denominations,
including the Unity, are shrinking or
at best holding steady.

We have the ability but we need
the will to grow tomorrow’s Christian
leaders today if the Unity is going to
help carry Christ’s word forward. We
need to have the vision for the future
of this work today if the Gospel is
going to be shared in the future.
Today’s Christian leaders must have
the vision to lead through both deed
and action.

Members of the Unity, it is time to
lead, follow, or allow someone else to
do so. It is time to lead by deed,
example, and action, particularly for
our youth. It is time to unite and it is

CNC & Manual Machining Welding – Fabricating – Repair
Custom Manufacturing CNC Torch Cutting

Taylor Iron-Machine Works, Inc.
204 Bland St. P.O. Box 188 Taylor, TX 76574

(512) 352-3646 Metro: (512) 365-3648 Fax: (512) 365-8845
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time to actually live the words of the
Unity Motto, “In essentials, UNITY,
In Non-essentials, LIBERTY, In ALL
things, LOVE.” Without these three
words taken to heart we will continue
to see division, reduced membership,
frustration, and lack of stewardship
that is required of us who have so

Seaton Brethren Church
12561 State Highway 53

Temple, Texas 76501
254-985-2694

Sunday Schedule Wednesday Schedule
9:15 a.m. 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Gathering Kid’s NITE Out (ages 3-5th gr.)
9:30 a.m. Priority ONE Youth (6th – 12th gr.)

Sunday School for ALL Ages Adult Bible Study
10:30 a.m. 7:30 p.m.

Worship Service Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Pastor Youth Director Board of Elders
Rev. Joe Emerson Steve Davis Chairperson

P.O. Box 4615 P.O. Box 658 Dolores Skrabanek
Temple, TX 76505 Rogers, TX 76569 13107 State Highway 53
(254) 791-0420 hm (254) 913-1214 Temple, TX 76501
(254) 931-1653 cell (254) 985-2344

At SBC…
…We Are A True Community

We Do LIFE Together

much. Without love and unity we will
surely lose liberty. By taking these
words to heart we will see growth,
success, and most importantly we will
regain the vision necessary to lead
others to Christ for His Kingdom in
this world.

Claren Kotrla
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TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
512-352-6423

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor President Secretary

James D. Hejl Sidney Srnensky Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-365-1142 M-Th 8:00 am-noon

COME JOIN THE FUN
14th ANNUAL PRIMETIMERS’ RETREAT
Hus School Encampment – Caldwell, Texas

October 10-12, 2008

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER –
MARY FRANCES CHUPICK BENNETT

Author of  Invitation to Cat Spring:
From the European Tyranny to Freedom to Civil War

Please join us for a great time!...
…a time for singing,,

a time for praise and worship,
Bible study,

fun, food, and fellowship.

Registration forms are available at your church, or may be down loaded from
the Unity Website: www. unityofthebrethren.org

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS October 3, 2008 (very important!)

Cost: $40/person (weekend);
Cost: $25/person (Saturday only);
Cost: $10 deposit/person due with the registration.

Make checks payable to “Taylor Brethren Church” and send to Delores Kubala,
2109 Quail Cove, Taylor, TX  76574. Call (512) 352-3823 for further details.
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New from Moravian Archives:

Faith, Love, Hope
A new history of the
Unitas Fratrum — the
early Moravian Church

• By C. Daniel Crews,
Archivist of the
Moravian Church,
Southern Province

• 440 pages, hardcover
• 3 maps
• 63 pictures
• $29.95 plus tax

Special features

• A concise account of
Christian history from
Pentecost to John Hus

• John Hus — his trial and execution
• The birth of the Unity — the early Moravian

Church
• Life in the pioneer Protestant church
• Living with Lutherans and other churches
• The Day of Blood — and exile
• John Amos Comenius, the “last” Moravian bishop

Now Available from:

Moravian Archives
457 S. Church Street

Winston-Salem, N.C. 27101
(336) 722-1742
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The Unity Mission Board met on
September 6 at the Taylor Brethren
Church.  In addition to the members
of the board who were present, Rev.
& Mrs. Ron Winsman came to share
their experiences of mission efforts in
the Czech Republic.

It was noted that after 40 years of
Communist domination, statistics re-
veal that more than 50% of the popu-
lation in that country are non-believ-
ers. This has become a concern for
some in the Unity of the Brethren in
Texas, as many of our ancestors were
immigrants to Texas from Moravia
during the latter half of the 19th
century. At the meeting, the Unity
Board examined several opportuni-

Unity of the Brethren Mission Board Meeting
- by Joyce Baletka, Secretary

ties for supporting current mission
efforts in the Czech Republic.

Rev. Ron Winsman and his wife,
Dee, shared their experience of a trip
to that country in the summer of 2006.
They, and Ocker Brethren Sharon
Marek, Charles, Rose Ann, and Carolyn
Groseclose visited Decin, Bohemia.
There they observed and participated
in the evangelistic work of Pastor
Pavel Kozak and his wife Stanya.
Upon returning to Texas, the travelers
gave a detailed report to the Ocker
congregation. As a result, Ocker de-
cided to include Pastor Kozak’s work
in the budget of the Ocker church;
that support is continuing. The Unity
Mission Board decided to join the
Ocker Brethren in helping Pastor
Kozak’s efforts.

The Board then explored other
opportunities for mission work in
Moravia. One was in Olomouc, where
Steve and April Brown serve as mis-

AMOS ELECTRIC SUPPLY
COMPANY

LIGHT FIXTURES • APPLIANCES
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

(254) 778-4271
5120 S. General Bruce Dr., Temple, TX 76502
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sionaries under the umbrella of the
Southern Baptist denomination. De-
tailed information from the Browns
concerning their ministry to working
people and students in that area was
shared. It was decided to support an
English camp to be held in the sum-
mer of 2009. That support was in-
cluded in the proposed 2009 Mis-
sions Budget which will be presented
to the Synodical Committee for ap-
proval at its October 4 meeting.

Reports concerning activities of
Unity missionaries during the past
year were shared. Jill Miller returned
to Texas in June and will not be
returning to mission work at this time.
She is instead fulfilling a commitment
she made when she received one of
her college scholarships. Jill will be
teaching math and coaching at a Jun-
ior High School in San Angelo this
fall.

An update from Ray Griggs on the
sawing operations in Nicaragua was
shared (see it in this issue). Although
the operations will continue, Ray will
be returning to College Station in mid-
September to accept a job in the
private sector. Laurie and the children
are already residing in College Station.

Michael and Caroline Woo, along

with their three sons, returned to
China in early August. They hope to
acquire a long-term visa and stay
there to start a small business. Previ-
ously, they had been allowed in China
as language students. Now, that op-
tion is no longer available to them,
and a small business venture is nec-
essary for them to be allowed to live
in China.

Robert and Anne Thiessen and
their children  are now in Oaxaca,
Mexico. They are continuing their
ministry through building relation-
ships, introducing people to Christ,
and discipling believers to follow the
same pattern.

A new name has been added to the
roster of persons supported by the
Unity Mission Board: Phil Rayford,
who was a classmate of Jill Miller
when she trained in Mexico under the
guidance of the Thiessens. Phil has
moved to Nicaragua where has been
working in the sawing project and
carrying on his own personal ministry
to the young people of that area. Phil
is originally from a Moravian Church
in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

The Board made allocations from
funds in the current year’s budged as
follows:

WESTHEIMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
15635 Westheimer Road
Houston, Texas 77082

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Westheimercommunitychurch.org

1st & 3rd Sunday Rev. Nello Strickland
2nd & 4th Sunday Rev. Rick Chandler
5th Sunday – Holy Communion Rev. Henry Beseda
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Call 800-848-8472 or 512-352-2265

$4,000 to Pastor Pavel Kozak’s work
in Decin, Bohemia

$1,000 to the Browns in Olomouc,
Moravia

$2,000 to Phil Rayford in Nicaragua
$5,000 toward the purchase of so-

lar panels for the hospital at Ahuas,
Honduras

$2,000 to assist Ray Griggs in his
return to Texas

Presently, there is a need in Nica-
ragua for someone with small engine
repair skills to go for a few months to
train others in such skills. Anyone
interested in such an effort is asked to
contact chairman David Miller as soon
as possible.

A work crew is being planned to go
to Ahuas, Honduras, in January spe-
cifically to prepare framework for
the solar panels to be installed at the
hospital there later. Anyone inter-
ested in that effort is also asked to
contact David Miller.

A Missions Festival (or Confer-
ence) is being planned for Spring
2009 at the Hus Encampment. Pastor
Linda Chandler, Pay Mynar, and Joyce
Baletka will serve on the planning
committee.

The complete proposed 2009 Mis-
sion Budget that will be presented to

the Unity’s Synodical Committee for
approval at its October 4 meeting is as
follows:
Rob and Anne Thiessen

(Southern Mexico) ...........  $20,000
Michael and Caroline Woo

(Southeast Asia) ............... $12,000
Phil Rayford

(Nicaragua) ........................ $12,000
Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak

(Decin, Bohemia) ............... $14,000
Steve and April Brown

(Olomouc, Moravia) .......... $14,000
Ahuas Work Crew ................ $11,000
Adminstrative Board

Expenses ............................ $11,000
*Special Projects ................... $21,000
                                                                             __________________________
TOTAL .................................. $81,000

*Includes air fare reimbursement for
missionaries to attend the 2009 Unity
Convention, Mission education and
awareness events, and short term
mission trips for youth to become
better acquainted with missions efforts.

Once again the Mission Board
would like to thank all congregations
and individuals for support of current
mission efforts. As congregations hold
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“Love Practiced Here”
The Rosenberg Brethren Church

5220 Reading Road
Rosenberg, TX 77471

(281) 342-3060

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Eve. 6:00 PM

Prayer Service and Bible Study

Bro. Larry Butcher
3030 Prescott, Houston, TX 77025

(713) 669-9381 (Home)

Fall Congregational meetings, they
are encouraged to include Unity Mis-
sion efforts in their local budgets.

The Board is challenging each
congregation to contribute $50 per
member to assist in meeting the Unity
2009 Mission Budget.

 
Current Mission Board Members are –

Synodical Committee appointees:

Christian Sisters’ appointees:
David Miller, Chairman, Janet Pomykal,
Joyce Baletka, Secretary; Sharon
Hohman, Robert Marsh

Sunday School appointees:
Daniel Vojtek, Pat Mynar, Curtis
Stewart, (one yet to be named), Mark
Olsen

SUNDAY SCHOOL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE – 2006-2008

President: Pat Mynar, 606 Churchill
Drive, Bryan, TX 77801-1905. (979)
779-5546. patm@housing.tamu.edu

Vice President: Kay Polasek, 1112 Sul
Ross Drive, Bryan, TX 77802.
(979) 846-6561.
fbcpastorkay@yahoo.com

Treasurer: John Orsag, 5118 Coventry
Court, Friendswood, TX 77546.
(281) 482-1501.
Johnorsage1@sbcglobal.net

Financial Secretary: Lydia Faust,
P.O. Box 125, Snook, TX 77878.
(979) 272-8317.   lfaust@ev1.net

Secretary: Brenda L. Vajdak, P.O. Box
436, Snook, TX 77878. (979) 272-7601.
Brenda.vajdak@verizon.com

Annual Christian Sisters Bazaar, 2nd Saturday in September
The Rosenberg Brethren Church

Christian Sisters
5220 Reading Road, Rosenberg, Texas 77471

BYF  appointee:
Kent Laza, Kelsey Marek
 
Synodical Com. Liason:

Advisory Members:
Rev. Linda Chandler, Rev. Lawrence
& Barbara Junek, Rev. Milton Maly,
Ray & Laurie Griggs, Jill Miller

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Chairman:
Dee Winsman, 9063 Bell Meadows

Blvd., Belton, TX 76513.
(254) 947-0295; (254) 947-0195 (fax);
ronwinsman@hotmail.com

Members: Rev. Jim Heckman
James Marek, 1304 T. H. Johnson Dr.,

Taylor, TX 76574; (512) 352-6265.
james@cnbt.net

Stanley F. Mrnustik, 202 N. Shaw
Street, Caldwell, TX 77836-1236;
(979) 567-4386

Kimberly Stewart, 407 Kates Way,
Hutto, TX 78634; (512) 759-1668.
kcstew@austin.rr.com
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Thoughts about giving…
Remembering the Unity of the Brethren
or any of its ministries is a fitting
testimony of your belief. Your gift in a
will can be a legacy that continues to
affect the Christian values, mission, and
ministry that is important to you.

You can give without restrictions and let us use the
funds for the most pressing needs or you can specify
how, when, or where you want the funds used.

You can require that we hold the principle as an
endowment and use only the earnings each year.

You can give in memory or in the honor of someone.

Your gift can be contingent. The funds go to someone if
they survive you and if not, then to the Unity.

You can tell us now that you have named the Unity in
your will and allow us to express our gratitude…or
you can let it be known later.

There are many other ways to give. Contact any
Board of Grants and Bequests member about what
you can give and how you can give.

Guy Huffman . . .
cpaguy@cpaguy.com ph: (979) 567-4974

Frank McKay III . . .
mckayfrank@aol.com ph: (281) 424-5126

Ronald Dusek
rdusekdds@aol.com ph: (979) 567-3732

Dewyan Weise . . . ph: (325) 651-8550
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The theme of Discovery Camp was
making choices, choosing what the
world offers to make our lives com-
plete or what the Spirit of God offers
to fulfill us.

Monday was based on the crisis of
this choice. We reviewed that God
always offers us salvation, but it is up
to us to accept it. Our lives, our
motivation, our point of view de-
pends on us making this choice to
accept God’s love and share it with
our neighbors.

Tuesday we focused on the choice
of Happiness vs. Joy. The world can
make us happy in many different
ways, depending on our individual
desires. But only God can offer us the
chance to be joyful in any circum-
stance. We demon-
strated this by put-
ting in a long, hot
day of service at
the Brazos Food
Bank.

Wednesday was
the day we studied
Calm vs. Peace.
Again, we try to stay
calm under our own
power, but many
times fail when the
storms arrive. If we
put ourselves un-

Discovery Camp 2008
Live Out Loud

Theme Verse: Romans 8:5
- by Mark Olsen

Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on
what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit

have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.

der God’s care, He offers us His peace
even under the most stressful circum-
stances.

The world offers popularity in so
many ways, God offers us true love
and in no greater way than His son,
Jesus, giving up His life on the cross.
Love is not just a feeling, its action.
With God helping us we don’t just
receive love; we act it out in gestures
towards our friends and neighbors.

On Friday morning we made com-
mitments to the choices we were led
to make and to live them out day by
day.

It was a fun week filled with learn-
ing, playing, goofing around, and
enjoying the new friends and experi-
ences God gave us.
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HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 – (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. – Church Service 10:30 a.m.

For information please contact one of the following:

Dorothy Hinson Larry King, Secretary
President Board of Elders

7331 Misty Morning Lane  1611 Palomino Ln.
Humble, TX 77346 Kingwood, TX 77339

(281) 620-0480 (281) 358-3355

In Christ’s Love . . . from the Mission Field

We are back in the Misty City. It
took us about 56 hours, with an 
overnight lay over in Kunming, to get
here. We have spent the past 
few days re-organizing our apartment
to make room for Zach and his 
things as well as catch up with what
has been happening here. We are 
so thankful for the time in the States
and for you all that are so 
willing to pray for the D people.

So as before, here are some prayer
requests.

1. Please remember a D man that
has Hep B. His health is bad and he 
will probably die soon. He is a strong
believer and the leader of a 
small group in his village. Pray for his
healing and for his wife who 

The Woos are back… struggles with his beliefs and with his
sickness.

2. The D Lent, three months of
services, is still going on. About 3 
women, all who believe, were pres-
sured by their families and their 
communities to enter the temple and
to give the sacrifices to the 
Buddha. Please pray for repentance
and for the other believers to 
encourage them to come back to the
Lord.

3. It seems the enemy is trying all
sorts of ways to scare people away
from God. The local villages where
there are believers are telling them
that if a family even has one believer
in it, the rest of the family cannot go
to the temple and worship Buddha.
This is causing tension and more
pressure. Pray for those who are be-
ing persecuted.

4. Visas: Currently getting visas and
starting new businesses are having a
little trouble. Many foreigners are only
allowed to have a two-month visa.
We think all of this and some other
problems are due to tighter rules
because of the Olympics. Please keep
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To communicate with the Hus Encampment . . .
. . . regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:

Dawn Marie Baletka
600 Benchmark Drive

College Station, TX 77845
 (979) 777-9940 or (979) 693-2710

BaletkaD@navasotaisd.org
*This must be done well in advance.

these problems in mind as we want
both a longer visa and to start a
business.

5. Earthquakes. In the past month,
our city has felt about 5 small earth-
quakes. We felt one yesterday. After
running to an archway and explaining
to Samuel what was happening he
said, “Ask God to not let the earth
move.” It’s a little scary as the build-
ings over here are not so sound and
made of concrete. The boys are al-
ready in school. Zach is growing and
getting over jet-lag. We miss you all.

Caroline and the 4 Woo Boys

From the Thiessens
August 27, 2008

Dear friends,
The summer is done, school has

started and we’ve been back for two
weeks. We celebrated our eighteenth
anniversary yesterday. RuthE is in
grade eight, Philip in six. Anne is
teaching all the middle and high school
English, and the middle school his-
tory. This week she is the acting
principal (the “real” one is coming in
a week late). Thank you for prayer in
these areas.

The house church we are part of
has stayed consistently around thirty

or more all summer. We’re trying to
figure out how to be even more in-
volved in our community, taking the
gospel of the Kingdom out into the
world around us. One way will be for
each of us three main leaders to take
turns on Sundays, going out with a
small team after the singing time and
go do something “out there.” A Mexi-
can fellow we know is trying to do
some “social gospel” outreach in a
neighbourhood just outside the city
dump, where most of the families live
from what they can scrounge there.
Anne and I want to take a few of our
group and go out there every third
Sunday, to start with. Let each time
give us a little more direction for the
next time, and provide opportunities
to do more things on other days,
things that our people and others can
tie into. Nathan is thinking of taking
his group and visiting one of the
hospitals nearby, spending time with
patients and families (here in Mexico
patients are always accompanied by
family members, and they do a lot of
what would be nurse’s work up north).
Manuel is still trying to figure out
what he and some of the mature
young adults can do. I wanted us to
make this kind of thing real, some-
thing we don’t just talk about at
“church.” If we can only get together
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PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens

And so fulfill the Law of Christ.”
(Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID SOCIETY
Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President Guy E. Huffman,Treasurer
Calvin J. Vojtek, Vice-President Stanley F. Mrnustik, Junior Dept.
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. Secretary Dorothy Hinson, Board Member

one day a week, well, then we’ll plan
it into that day.

One of the benefits of sharing our
experiences and ideas with people all
over the US and Canada this summer
is the constant review and the clearer
ideas that follow. One extra thing this
time home was the biannual Menno-
nite Brethren conference in Montreal.
One of the speakers, David Brown-
ing, shared about his journey in the
middle of a growing network of house
churches in Washington State. It was
fun to see him teach the same ideas
that we talk about, but applied to the
North American context. Listening to
him I learned a few things about
presenting, and a couple of his “word
pictures” stuck with me, and now the
people I’ve shared those with. Per-
haps the “stickiest” one is the idea of
“arrows out” instead of “arrows in”.
The very simple idea (which is easier
to present live, with hand motions) is
for us, the church, to take the King-
dom into the world, finding ways to
move from our center into the world.
All too often the church has been

really good about trying to get the
world to come to us. We repackage
and fine-tune ourselves, hoping that
the “lost” will find their way to our
doors, pass through, and there in our
comfort zone “find the Lord.” Dave
said that everything they do is run
through the filter of: “is this going to
move us into the community, or we
asking the community to come to
us?” Later, Anne’s father made the
additional observation that when
churches are “arrows in” we tend to
shoot each other.

Friday I take off for a two-week trip
to Guerrero, to visit both the Ometepec
region and the Tlapa and Yuvinani
region. Pray as I continue to walk
alongside church leaders there, help-
ing each other be “arrows out.” Pray
for new apprentices to be part of
reaching the Mixtecs of Guerrero (a
big part of my work this year is to help
Nathan and Manuel with their ap-
prentices, possibly as many as thirty
people). Pray for the church that
meets at Nathan’s house, as we go

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Low Cost Funeral Insurance
Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com
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GUY E. HUFFMAN, CPA
Tax & Financial Services Since 1981

979/567-4974
108 N. Main St., Caldwell, TX 77836

Website: www.cpaguy.com
*Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Servicessm,

Advisory services offered through H.D. Vest Advisory Servicessm,
Non-bank subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Company

out, and for a few “baby” churches,
where friends of ours are trying to live
this out, in Ontario and Winston-
Salem.

Thank you for your prayer, and to
those who hosted us this summer,
many thanks, too. Whether a day or a
month, we were blessed to be with
you, and trust God to bless you, too.
Robert.

From Ray Griggs…
Sawing Update from Nicaragua

Joint Effort between MDR (Moravian
Disaster Response) and ADSIM (So-
cial Development Association of the
Moravian Church – Nicaragua)

September 1, 2008

Thursday, September 4, 2009, will
be the one-year anniversry of the
destruction brought by Hurricane Felix
to the northeast coast of Nicaragua.
Please keep the families and villages
affected by this natural disaster in
your prayers. Over 200 people died,
60 villages were damaged heavily,
and thousands of houses were either
damaged or destroyed as a direct
result of the hurricane.

By the end of August 2008, MDR/

ADSIM had processed over 420,000
board feet (bf) of Caribbean pine
lumber. Below is a quick breakdown
of where this lumber has been pro-
cessed to date:

Sukatpin 142, 485 bf
Yulu Tingni 149,819  bf
Kuia Tingni 13,500 bf
Tuara 72,917 bf
Klingna 33,414 bf
Prata, Betel, Ucunny 8,442 bf

A couple of weeks ago, we moved
two sawmills to the newest area (Prata/
Betel/Ucunny) and began processing
pine lumber downed after Hurricane
Felix. The two sawmills which were
previously working in Yulu Tingni
were moved up the Wawa River by
boat to the pine savannahs around
Prata. We have an approved Forestry
Management plan to be able to saw
around 300,000 bf in that area of
which half of it can be sold by the
village and the other part used to
repair or reconstruct houses in the
three nearest villages.

We focused heavily on reforesta-
tion efforts the past 6 weeks. Over
6,000 pine seedlings were transplanted
into the savannahs around Yulu Tingni
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and over 5,500 were also transplanted
around Sukatpin. In the next couple
of days we will finish transplanting an
additional 3,000 pine seedlings around
Klingna. By Nicaraguan law, we (the
village and our sawing effort) are
required to plant 5 seedlings for each
tree that we harvest. Our effort is
trying to surpass the minimum re-
quired by law and reforest in partner-
ship with the villages where we are
working. So far, the transplanting ef-
fort has been a combination of efforts
by our sawmill operators, a few adult
volunteers in the villages, and lots of
young elementary students in each of
the villages. We are educating the
students about how and why we are
reforesting, as well as communicating
with them that they are the rightful
owners of these new pine trees that
will reach maturity in 30-35 years. Fire
is the greatest danger to these young

trees after the roots take hold. That is
why it is so critical to first transplant
during the rainy season (June-De-
cember) and also that the village
protect the young trees from the
rampant grass fires that burn the pine
savannahs several times each dry
season.

INAFOR (the Nicaragua Forestry
Agency) has donated all of the pine
seedlings so far and the local Puerto
Cabezas office has been able to show
their bosses from Managua that re-
forestation is actually taking place.
To date, we are the ONLY organiza-
tion that anyone is aware of in the
RAAN that has reforested since Hur-
ricane Felix hit here almost one year
ago.

Administration continues to be a
major focus of our training and im-
provement during the past months.

SPJST
520 North Main Street
Temple,Texas 76501

1-800-727-7578

SPJST
A Fraternal Benefit Society
serving Texans and their
families for over 100 years.

Call us if you have
questions about naming
your church or a Unity
of the Brethren agency
as a beneficiary in an
existing or new SPJST
insurance certificate.

Benefits of Membership:
* Life Insurance
* A n n u i t i e s
* Home Loans
* Family Activities
* Community Involvement
* Youth Activities & Camp
* Scholarships
* Historical Library, Archives &

M u s e u m
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We are refining our monthly budgets,
learning to further reduce costs, and
better manage resources. Roy
Fredricks has been added to the ad-
ministrative team in Puerto Cabezas.
Roy is trilingual (Miskito, Spanish,
and English) and has been working as
a sawmill operator the past 3 months
in Yulu Tingni and Klingna.

We have overhauled one of the
KOHLER gasoline engines and are
now waiting on basic parts from the
U.S. to rebuild one of the Deutz diesel
engines as well. We are still open to
and in need of the help and training of
someone who might be interested in
teaching basic engine maintenance
and repair for 2+ months and over-
seeing these rebuilds.

Please feel free to contact us with
questions or interest. We are hoping
to increase our engine major repair
capabilities over the next few months.

Once again, I want to thank all of
the people who are encouraging us
and supporting this effort to make

good of a tough situation. Hurricane
Felix ravished the Northeast coast of
Nicaragua, but now lots of families
have been able to rebuild. Addition-
ally 30 families are being supported
directly by the employment efforts
that MDR/ADSIM have gotten in-
volved in through the sawing effort.
We also praise God for the opportu-
nity to use our time and talents to
share His love with so many of the
folks here on the East Coast of Nica-
ragua. Please continue to pray for our
safety as we saw lots of lumber in the
coming months.

Ray Griggs

(Editor’s note: Ray will be returning to
Texas the last part of September.)

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203

Sunday School
9:30 AM

Sunday Worship
10:30 AM

Jim Heckman, Pastor
(512) 446-6962

jimheckman@clergy.net

Welcome

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
President: (TBA)
Advisor: Dr. Larry Koslovsky
Members:
Eugene Haisler, dmheeh@earthlink.net
Shirley Kostohryz, skostohryz@co.brazos.tx.us
Tami Laza, tami.laza@verizon.net
Daniel Mertz
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Scrappin’ &
Stampin’ Retreat

October 24-26, 2008
Hus Encampment

3635 CR 225, Caldwell, TX 77836

$75.00 per person, plus (optional) workshop fees
A time of concentrated work, learning, fun, & worship in a Christian setting.

You are invited to a weekend full of scrappin’ and stampin’, free of
interruptions and distractions.  We’ll provide open spaces, tools and
techniques, demonstrations and ideas, hours to work, and Godly
women to fellowship with, share with, and learn from.

Open to anyone who enjoys scrapbooking, card making, etc.
Youth group and leader(s); historian/reporter working on a group
scrapbook; mother and daughter(s); aunt and nieces; group of young
mothers trying to get those baby pictures in order; the family
historian working on a heritage album; the person who has never done
any stamping or scrapbooking; the occasional worker; the “pro”!

Beginner & Advanced workshops available.
Presented by consultants from the following companies:

Creative Memories   &    Close to My Heart

Arrival/Check in 1:00-2:00 PM, Friday
5:00-7:00 PM, Friday
9:00-10:00 PM, Friday

Supper 6:00-7:30 PM, Friday
Opening session/worship 8:00 PM, Friday
Workshops and Individual Work Times from check-in to closing –

except during worship
times

Saturday Morning Worship 10:00 AM
Saturday Evening Worship 8:00 PM
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Clean up & Closing 1:00 - 2:00 PM, Sunday

For registration forms or more information regarding this retreat contact:
Kimberly Stewart at (512) 846-2925 or kcstew@austin.rr.com
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Youth Schedule
2008
October 10-13 National Yuoth Workers Convention, Sac-
ramento
October 24-26 Fall Scrappin’ & Stampin’ Retreat
October 24-25 Women of Faith, Houston
October 21-November 3National Youth Workers Convention
November 8 & 9 Fall B.Y.F. Retreat
Novembwer 21-24 National Youth Workers Convention,
Nashville

2009
January 23-24 Planet Wisdom, Houston
January 23-24 Acquire the Fire, Houston
January 23-24 Hot Hearts, Beaumont
February 6-7 Hot Hearts, Texarkana
February 13-14 Revolve Tour, Houston
February 20-22 Spring Scrappin’ & Stampin’ Retreat
February 20-21 Acquire the Fire, San Antonio
February 20-21 Hot Hearts, Hill Country
March 6-7 Acquire the Fire, Fort Worth

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
Located in Wall, Texas, on old Highway 87
(Loop 570), 12 miles east of San Angelo.

Sunday Schedule
Sunday School – 9:30 A.M.

Worship – 10:45 A.M.

Church: (325) 651-4444
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas Chairman, Board of Elders
(325) 949-7543 Jimmie Brenek, (325) 469-3733
rev.tjt@verizon.net

“Come as a guest, leave as a friend”
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WORSHIP SERVICE
The Convention was called to or-

der by the Rev. Joseph Polasek at 9:00
a.m. He was assisted by Ocker Breth-
ren Church Elders, in the opening
Service. The worship service included
the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
The offering, which was divided with
the Ocker Brethren Church, was $318.

During the Memorial Service, Natalie
Outlaw read the names of 46 adult
members who were deceased since
the last Convention. As each name
was read, a white carnation was placed
into a vase by Dorothy Hinson, Board
Member and Houston Local #23 mem-
ber, and Sharon Hohmann, Wall Local
#25.

Following the service, refreshments
were served by the Ocker Church.

CALL TO ORDER
The convention was called to or-

der by Rev. Joseph Polasek at 10:30
a.m.

WELCOME & RESPONSES
Bill McGuire, Ocker Board of El-

ders President, welcomed the Con-
vention to Ocker Brethren Church.
Eugene Haisler, Ocker #8 Local Presi-
dent also welcomed the Convention.
Rev. Joseph Polasek made a response
on behalf of the Mutual Aid Society.

ROLL CALL
Dorothy Hinson assisted in roll

call by distributing Convention pack-
ets to the Delegates. Officers, Del-

MUTUAL AID SOCIETY
OF THE UNITY OF THE BRETHREN

60TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION
JULY 12, 2008, OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH

egates and Ministers present were
given their Convention packets.
Present were 5 Ministers, 16 Del-
egates, 6 Officers, and 26 Guests,
making a total of 53 people present at
the Convention.

ELECTION OF CONVENTION
OFFICERS

Dorothy Vitek moved and Daniel
Psencik seconded that Convention
officers be the members of the Admin-
istrative Board.  Motion carried.

The Convention Officers were:
Chairman, Rev. Joseph Polasek; Vice-
Chairman, Mr. John Vojtek; Recording
Secretary, Mrs. Natalie Outlaw; As-
sistant Recording Secretary, Guy
Huffman.

APPOINTMENT OF CONVENTION
COMMITTEES

Convention Committees were
named by Rev. Polasek.

READING OF LETTERS AND
GREETINGS

John Vojtek brought greetings on
behalf of Rev. Beseda. Rev. Maly
brought a health update on Rev.
Beseda. Rev. Polasek welcomed Rev.
Michalik and expressed gratitude that
he was able to attend considering
recent health problems. Claren Kotrla
brought greetings and thanks to ev-
eryone for doing God’s important
work, on behalf of the Unity and
Synodical Committee.
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READING OF MINUTES OF LAST
CONVENTION

Sharon Hohmann moved, Dorothy
Kocian seconded, that the Motions
only from the 59th Convention be
read. Motion Carried.

Natalie Outlaw read the Motions
from the 59th Convention. Wilbert
Milburger moved, Joyce Skrabanek
seconded to accept the minutes. Mo-
tion Carried.

OLD AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Rev. Polasek reviewed select mo-

tions of the previous Convention.
Number 3 – Stated that Fayetteville

has been reinstated as Mutual Aid
Local #5.

Number 4 – No workshops held
due to lack of necessity.

Number 5 – The MASUB Board
recommends amending Motion #5 to
read ‘a number equivalent to 25% of
the number of active communicate
members’. Ann Sebesta moved that
Motion #5 be amended to include ‘a
number equivalent to 25% of the
number of active communicate mem-
bers’. Eugene Haisler, seconded.
Motion Carried.

Number 7 – Proposal will be dis-
cussed by the Motions Committee
who will bring a recommendation to
the Convention.

Rev. Polasek asked for other Old or
Unfinished Business. There was none.

RECOGNITIONS
Mrs. Outlaw recognized 4 Local

Secretaries for their service:  Ann
Sebesta, Snook #7 Delegate, accepted
for Marie Shelfer, Snook Local #7, a
bronze pin for 5 years of service as
Local Secretary; Joyce Skrabanek,

Seaton Local #16, received a bronze
pin for 6 years of service as Local
Secretary; Betty Orsag, Pasadena Lo-
cal #33, received a silver pin for 21
years of service as Local Secretary;
Evelyn Henry, New Tabor Local #13,
received a gold pin for 31 years of
service as Local Secretary.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS
President’s Report – Rev. Joseph

Polasek read his report. (Copy at-
tached.)  Addition to the report - Cy-
Fair church has been sold and loan
paid off.

Vice-President’s Report – John
Vojtek thanked convention for watch
presented at last Convention.

General Secretary’s Report – Mrs.
Outlaw gave her report.

Treasurer’s Report – Mr. Guy
Huffman gave his report. Total Cur-
rent Assets are $ 650,384.39.

Junior Department – Mr. Stanley
Mrnustik gave his report.

Board Member: Dorothy Hinson
thanked everyone for the opportu-
nity to serve on the Board.

Evelyn Henry  moved and Daniel
Psencik seconded that the Officer
reports be accepted as read.  Motion
carried.

Rev. Polasek read the letter sent to
Fayetteville in April 2008 reinstating
them as Local #5.

A possible motion to increase the
mileage paid for travel was discussed.
Question was raised by Rev. Polasek,
does anyone object to mileage re-
maining at $0.20 per mile for this
Convention. No one objected, so dis-
cussion was suspended and the issue
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will be left to the Motions Committee.

LUNCH BREAK
Rev. Albert Michalik led the Con-

gregation in a prayer for the meal. The
Convention was recessed for lunch at
12:05.

Rev. Polasek opened the afternoon
session with prayer at 2:00 pm.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
Publicity: Dorothy Kocian read

the report.
Budget: Martha Huffman read the

proposed budget for 2008-2010. Martha
Huffman moved and John Vojtek sec-
onded that the budget be accepted.
Discussion. Motion carried. The final
budget will be submitted to The Breth-
ren Journal along with the minutes
from this Convention.

Credentials: Evelyn Henry reported
that mileage expenses for the conven-
tion totaled $ 551.20 to 16 delegates,
$58 to 2 Board members, and $77.20 to
3 pastors for a total of $686.40. The
committee made the distributions. Meal
expenses were $208 (26 x $8.00) for 6
Board members, 4 pastors, and 16
delegates.

Audit: Ann Sebesta read the audit
report that had previously been sent
to the MASUB Board.

John Vojtek moved, Dorothy Kocian
seconded to release the Budget, Cre-
dentials and Audit committees. Mo-
tion carried.

Motions:  Marie Ann Ripple pre-
sented the following motions:

1. Motion to offer a lifetime mem-
bership to Mutual Aid (to provide a
solution for continued membership in
the event that the membership being
paid by a parent or grandparent is

discontinued). Eugene Haisler sec-
onded. Discussion. Would apply to
both Junior and Adult members. Would
not replace current membership op-
tions. Ann Sebesta moved to amend
the motion to give the Administrative
Board authority to determine the de-
tails of this new option and implement
it as soon as a viable fee structure has
been established. Joa Boelsche sec-
onded the amendment. Amendment
Carried. Motion to offer a lifetime
membership to Mutual Aid and to
give the Administrative Board au-
thority to determine the details of this
new option and implement it as soon
as a viable fee structure has been
established. Motion as Amended
Carried.

2. Motion to send all Junior Dept.
applications and fees to the General
Secretary so that all of the data would
be entered into the computer for effi-
ciency and accuracy. The paperwork
for transferring from the Junior Dept.
to the adult dept. will also be handled
through the General Secretary’s of-
fice. The Junior Dept. Secretary would
continue the banking and certificate
generation duties. Angie Malicoat
seconded. Discussion. Motion carried.

3. Each Convention is to decide
the amount of the mileage reimburse-
ment to be paid to delegates, officers
and ministers. This amount will re-
main in effect for reimbursement to
officers until the next Convention.
Wilbert Milberger seconded. Discus-
sion. By-laws change required. John
Vojtek moved to amend the motion to
read: The Administrative Board is to
determine the mileage reimbursement
rate prior to each convention. Amend-
ment seconded by Ann Sebesta.
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Amendment Carried. The Admin. Board
is to decide the amount of the mileage
reimbursement to be paid to delegates,
officers and ministers prior to each
convention. This amount will remain
in effect for reimbursement to officers
until the next Convention. Motion as
Amended Carries.

4. Through a special membership,
allow those who are currently ineli-
gible to join the Mutual Aid Society
due to being over the age of 60 to join
for the purposes of voting and repre-
sentation rights. Specifically, mem-
bers over 60 can join through their
local at the amount of $100 per year
until they reach a maximum of the
current death benefit amount to these
special members who join after the
age of 60 will be limited to the amount
that the member has paid to the Mu-
tual Aid Society. No physical exami-
nation will be required for these mem-
bers upon joining. Died for lack of
second.

5. John Vojtek moved to permit
persons over the age of 60 who are
currently ineligible to join the Mutual
Aid Society (Constitution, Art. III, 2)
to join for purposes of voting and
representation. Specifically, members
over 60 can join through their local at
$100 per year until they reach the
maximum current death benefit. Fur-
thermore, the death benefit paid to
members who join after the age of 60
will be limited to the amount the
member has paid to the Mutual Aid
Society.  No physical examination will
be required for these members upon
joining. Seconded by Dorothy Hinson.
Motion was withdrawn by Mr. Vojtek
and Mrs. Hinson. Liz Ripple moved
that: Persons over the age of 60 can
join the Mutual Aid Society for pur-

poses of voting and representation.
Specifically, members over 60 can join
through their local at $100 per year
until they reach the maximum current
death benefit. Furthermore, the death
benefit paid to members who join
after the age of 60 will be limited to the
amount the member has paid to the
Mutual Aid Society. No physical ex-
amination will be required for these
members upon joining. Dorothy Hinson
Seconded. Motion Carried.

Explanation to Motion #5: The
Mutual Aid Society of the Unity of
the Brethren exists as a benevolent
organization that helps those at a time
of need in their life. Our primary
purpose is to help the Unity by lend-
ing money for construction of facili-
ties with very few requirements needed
to qualify and at a lower rate of
interest. Currently more money is paid
in death benefits than is received in
membership dues and assessments.
Allowing members over the age of 60
to join for death benefit purposes
would accelerate the reduction of
funds. Yet, not allowing members over
the age of 60 prevents this large
segment of our population from hav-
ing a voice in our benevolent society.
The above proposed motion would
allow those who want to join the
Mutual Aid Society, solely for be-
nevolent purposes, to do so without
adding liability to the Mutual Aid
Society.

Daniel Psencik moved, Sharon
Hohmann seconded that the Motions
Committee be released. Motion Carried.

6. Martha Huffman moved to re-
place the current by-law addressing
mileage reimbursement (Art III, #12)
with the motion that was passed ad-
dressing mileage reimbursement. John
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Vojtek seconded. 15 for, 0 against.
Motion Carried.

Rev. Polasek asked for motions
from the floor. There were none.

NEW BUSINESS
Rev. Polasek asked for any more

new business from the floor. There
was none.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Three positions were open for elec-

tion, those held by Dorothy Hinson,
Stanley Mrnustik, and Natalie Out-
law. Daniel Psencik moved and Angie
Malicoat seconded that these offic-
ers be re-elected for 4 year terms.
Motion carried.

ELECTION OF AUDITING
COMMITTEE

Dorothy Hinson moved, John Vojtek
seconded to amend By-Laws Art. III
#22 b to read 2 audit committee mem-
bers instead of 3. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Stanley Mrnustik moved,  Marie
Ann Ripple seconded that Evelyn
Henry and Ann Sebesta be re-elected
to the Auditing Committee. Motion
carried.

INVITATIONS
An invitation for the 61st Conven-

tion in 2010 was received from
Nelsonville.  John Vojtek moved, Wilburt
Milberger seconded to accept the
invitation. Motion Carried.

Eugene Haisler moved and Sharon
Hohmann seconded to pay the Re-
cording Secretary $150  and the As-
sistant Recording Secretary $75.
Motion carried.

FINAL READING OF MINUTES
Mrs. Outlaw read the minutes of

the 60th Convention. Dorothy Hinson
moved, Evelyn Henry  seconded that
the minutes be approved as read and
amended. Motion carried.

Eugene Haisler invited everyone
for coffee and kolaches.

The Administrative Board officers
for 2008-2010 will be:

President: Rev. Joseph Polasek

Vice-President: Mr. John Vojtek

Treasurer: Mr. Guy Huffman

General Sec.: Mrs. Natalie Outlaw

Secretary-Treasurer Junior Department:
Mr. Stanley Mrnustik

Board Member: Mrs. Dorothy Hinson

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
Rev. Lawrence Junek installed the

officers. Rev. Polasek thanked every-
one attending.

CLOSING OF CONVENTION
Rev. Polasek led everyone in Blest

Be the Tie that Binds to close the
Convention at 4:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Natalie Outlaw,
Recording Secretary

Visit the Unity of the
Brethren Website:

unityofthebrethren.org



30/October 2008 BRETHREN JOURNAL

DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for October 2008

Dorothy E. Kocian

1. Our Savior saved us through the
washing of rebirth and renewal by the
Holy Spirit.  Titus 3:5

2. John said, “I baptize you with water.
But one more powerful than I will
come.” Lk. 3:16a

3. “He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire.” Lk. 3:16b

4. The Spirit himself testifies with our
spirit that we are God’s children.
Rom. 8:16

5. Through Christ Jesus the law of
the Spirit of Life set me free from
the law of sin and death. Rom. 8:2

6. We must obey God rather than men.
Acts 5:27

7. Avoid foolish controversies and
genealogies and arguments and
quarrels about the law, because these
are unprofitable and useless. Titus 3:9

8. We received grace and apostleship to
call people to the obedience that
comes from faith. Rom. 1:5

9. If anyone serves, he should do it
with the strength God provides, so
that in all things God may be
praised. 1 Pet. 4:11

10. Fear the Lord your God and serve
him; hold fast to him. Deut. 10:20

11. Even the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life a ransom for many.
Mk. 10:45

12. Whoever wants to be a leader
among you must be your servant,
and whoever wants to be first must
be slave of all. Mk.T10:44

13. In your heart set apart Christ as Lord.
1 Pet. 3:15a

14. Be clear-minded and self-controlled
so that you can pray. 1 Pet. 4:7

15. You also are among those are called
to belong to Jesus Christ. Rom. 1:6

16. Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Ps. 51:10

17. Repent, then, and turn to God, so
that your sins may be wiped out.
Acts 3:19

18. Stand firm in the spirit, contending as
one man for the faith of the gospel.
Phil. 1:27

19. For to me, to live is Christ and to
die is gain. Phil. 1:21

20. You will receive power when the Holy
Spirit is upon you, and you will be
my witnesses. Acts 1:8

21. I always thank God for you because
of His grace given for you in Christ
Jesus. 1 Cor. 1:4

22. We speak as persons approved by
God to be entrusted with the gospel.
2 Thes. 2:4a

23. We are not trying to please men, but
God, who tests our heart.
2 Thes. 2:4b

24. Preach the Word; be prepared,
whether the time is favorable or not;
correct, rebuke, and encourage.
2 Tim. 4:2

25. Go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Mt. 28:19

26. Day after day, they never stopped
teaching and proclaiming the good
news that Jesus is the Christ.
Acts 5:42

27. As God’s chosen people, holy and
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience. Col. 3:12

28. Bear with each other and forgive, as
the Lord forgave you. Col. 3:13

29. Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts. Col. 3:15

30. Be completely humble and gentle; be
patient, bearing with one another in
love. Eph. 4:2

31. Make every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit through the bond of peace.
Eph. 4:3

Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping Neighbors
Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged Funerals

• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

Bellville Sealy Wallis
865-3121 885-3535 478-6311
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VITAL STATISTICS

MEMBERS RECEIVED

By Confirmation of Faith:
AMY NICOLE HOLECEK, on July 13, 2008 at
the West Brethren Church.

RECENT DEATHS

SMART, MELISSA (COLLIER), age 37, died
on August 8, 2008, at Columbus, Georgia.
She was born on October 28, 1970, in
Temple, Texas, and is survived by her
parents Jack and Dorothy Sefcik Collier, 2
daughters, and a brother. She was buried at
Parkhill Cemetery in Columbus on August
11, 2008. A memorial service was held at the
Scanio-Harper Funeral Home chapel in Temple
on August 16, 2008. Minister: Mark L. Labaj.

MARESH, ADILA (WEHRING), age 92 and a
member of the Nelsonville Brethren Church,
died on August 16, 2008, at Bellville, Texas.
She was born on September 2, 1915, at
Bleiblerville, Texas, and married Ben Maresh
on November 25, 1937. Mrs. Maresh is
survived by three children, four
grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.
Services were on August 19, 2008,
from the Nelsonville Brethren Church with
burial in the National Cemetery. Minister:
Michael Groseclose.

PINTER, WILLIAM JOHN, 92 and a member
of the West Brethren Church, died on July
20, 2008. Mr. Pinter served the Lord as an
Elder and a Sunday School Officer in his
congregation. He was born on August 7,
1915, in Abbott, Texas. Surviving are a sister,
two daughters, four grandchildren, and one
great grandchild. Services were from the
West Brethren Church with burial in that
church’s cemetery. Minister: Curtis Holland.

KOTRLA, AUGUST, age 87, died on July 29,
2008. He was born on June 21, 1921, to Joe
and Albina Kotrla. Survivors include his wife
Henrietta Gordon, one daughter, two sons,
two grandchildren, one brother, and one
sister. He was preceded in death by his
parents,  his  wife Olga Kotrla, one daughter,
four brothers, and three sisters. Services
were held August 2, 2008, at the Taylor
Brethren Church, with the Rev. James Hejl
officiating.

HUS ENCAMPMENT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chairman:
Mike Emery, 104 Pecan Ridge, Lorena,

TX 76655. (254) 857-9873;
xluddite@earthlink.net

Treasurer:
Marvin Chlapek, 11026 Elm Bridge Ct,

Houston, TX 77065. (281) 469-7630;
mjcarc@sbcglobal.net

Member at Large:
Charles Groseclose, 358 State

Highway 53, Rosebud, TX 76570.
(254) 583-4160; cmrag@aol.com

Christian Sisters’ Union Representatives:
Secretary: Lillie Chafin, 800 County

Road 284, Caldwell, TX 77836.
(979) 272-1136; LChafin9@cs.com

Anna Wotipka, 652 County Road 324,
Caldwell, TX 77836. (979) 567-4613;
awotipka@caldwell.kiz.tx.us

Sunday School Representative:
Joel Mitchell, 2070 Carter Lake Drive,

College Station, TX 77845.
(979) 574-3212;
joel@mitchellandmorgan.com

Friends of the Hus Encampment
Representative:

Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, 19
Brandenberry Court, The Woodlands,
TX 77381. (281) 433-7704;
WilliamR90@aol.com

Brethren Youth Fellowship
Representative:
(Currently vacant)

Facilities Managers:
Jim & Dawn Marie Baletka, 600 Benchmark

Drive, College Station, TX 77845.
(979) 693-2710; txnfish@aol.com;
BaletkaD@navasota.k12.tx.us

Program Director:
Kimberly Stewart, 407 Kates Way, Hutto,

TX 78634. (512) 846-2925

Camp Caretakers:
Robert and Cathleen Schlechte, 3635

County Road 225, Caldwell, TX 77836.
(979) 272-8176 (Hus Encampment #),
(979) 324-5560 or (979) 255-8266;
Greesemonkey86@hotmail.com
Schlechte86@msn.com

NOTE: Please direct Encampment
reservation requests to the Schlechtes
& Baletkas.  Other Board of Trustees
inquiries please send to Mike Emery
or Jim & Dawn Marie Baletka.
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Schedule and Details of Upcoming Unity Activities
Keep these activities in your prayers.

UNITY OF THE BRETHREN YOUTH DIRECTOR
Kimberly Stewart, 407 Kates Way
Hutto, TX  78634, (512) 846-2925

kcstew@austin.rr.com

October 4: At 9:00 AM: Fall meeting of the Synodical Committee, at
Hus School Encampment.

October 10-12: The 14th Annual Primetimers’ (age 50+) Retreat at
the Hus School Encampment. (See registration forms and details at
your local church. Registratio Deadline – October 10).

October 24-26: Scrappin’ and Stampin’ Retreat t the Hus School
Encampment..

November 1 (Saturday): The Seaton Christian Sisters bake sale and
quilt show (see details below).

November 8 (Saturday): The annual Houston Brethren Christian
Sisters Harvest Dinner (see details below).

We are invited . . .
. . . to the Seaton Brethren Church on Saturday, November 1.  The Christian

Sisters of this congregation are hosting a bake sale and quilt show on Saturday,
November 1 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the church, located at 12561 State
Highway 53, Temple (Seaton community).

Some of the items featured in the sale will be baked goods including
kolaches, cakes, pies, cookies and bread, as well as craft items and canned
goods.  Sandwiches and home-made soup will be available to purchase for
lunch.  Quilts will be on display in the sanctuary.

A hand-made quilt and a floral arrangement will be given away for a donation
of $1.00 per ticket or 6 tickets for $5.00.  The proceeds from the fund-raiser
benefit the many projects the Sisters’ support.  The sale is open to the public
with free admission.

. . . to the Houston Brethren Christian Sisters Harvest Dinner at the church
(6207 North Main Street) on Saturday, November 8.  Come for a turkey and
dressing and all the trimming dinner with serving from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
There will be a Country Store featuring all kinds of homemade goodies.  A raffle
will be held at 5:30 p.m. for a quilt and other valuable items.  Join us for a time
of good food, fun, and fellowship.
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Industry – worship at 9:00 AM every Sunday
with Sunday School for all ages following.

– Rev. Milton Maly

Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9:00 AM
Nelsonville – Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

New Tabor – Sunday School at 9:30 AM &
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday,
“Tune Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. Dave Johnson

Ocker – worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
– Rev. Ron Winsman

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
Bible Study at 7:30 PM on Wednesday.

– Scott Keaton

Rosenberg –
Sundays: Adult Bible Study and Sunday

School for children at 9:00 AM; worship
at 10:30 AM.

Wednesdays: 5:30 PM, Dinner; 6:30 PM,
Bible Study; 6:50 PM, Prayer Meeting.

– Bro. Larry Butcher

Seaton –
Sunday, 9:15 AM – Sunday School, All Ages;

10:30 AM – Worship Celebration Service.
Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kid’s NITE Out

and Priority ONE Youth (BYF), Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Joe Emerson

Taylor – worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
– Rev. James Hejl

Temple – Sunday School at 9:30 AM.,
Worship at 10:45 AM.

– Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, Interim

Vsetin – worship at 10:00 AM every Sunday.
1st, 2nd, & 4th Sunday – Dr. Mark Labaj
3rd Sunday – Rev. Henry Beseda
5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

– Rev. Henry Beseda

Wall – Sunday School (for all ages) at 9:30
AM; worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School follows.

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9:00 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Curtis Holland

Westheimer Community – 9:30 AM, Christian
Education; 10:30 AM, Worship, with Holy
Communion every 2nd Sunday.

– Visiting Ministers

Austin – Bible Study at 10:00 AM
Austin – Worship at 11:00 AM.

– Rev. Linda Chandler

Bryan-College Station – worship at
9:00 AM every Sunday.

Snook – worship at 10:45 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Buckholts – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker

Caldwell – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.
Bible Study on Tuesday at 10:30 AM.

– Rev. Jim Heckman

Crosby –
Sunday – 9:00 AM: Worship

10:00 AM: Faith Adventure
11:00 AM: Celebration

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Cy-Fair Community Church – worship at
10:45 AM every Sunday.

1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays – Rev. Rick Chandler
2nd & 4th Sundays – Rev. Henry Beseda

– Rev. Henry Beseda

Dime Box – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Jim Heckman

Faith Brethren in Bryan –
Worship - 5:00 PM
Bible Study - 6:15 PM

– Kay Polasek

Fayetteville – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Milton Maly

Good News Fellowship Church of West
Palm Beaches – worship at 1:00 PM
every Sunday at Boynton Springs
Presbyterian Church, Boynton Springs,
Florida.

– Rev. James Henry

Good Shepherd Moravian – worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger – worship services every Sunday at
9:00 AM; Sunday School at 10:15 AM.

1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sunday – Rev. Charles Amos
4th & 5th Sunday – Mark Sebek

Houston – Every Sunday:
Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Visiting Ministers

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
OCTOBER 2008
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SYNODICAL COMMITTEE

President: Claren Kotrla, (512) 491-7802;
kotrla@flash.net

1st Vice President: Rev. Linda Chandler;
L77c@aol.com

2nd Vice President: Pastor Joe Emerson;
pastorjde@juno.com

3rd Vice President: Rev. James Hejl;
jhejl@austin.rr.com

Secretary: Kathy Harrison, P.O. Box 593, Little
River-Academy, TX 76554. (254) 721-1815;
kathy@pearson-lawfirm.com

Financial Secretary: Dewyan Weise, 6006 FM
Hwy 765, San Angelo, TX 76905;
HDWeise@academicplanet.com

Treasurer: James Marek, 1304 T.H. Johnson
Drive, Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 352-6165;
james@cnbt.com

Ministerial Alternate: Rev. Michael Groseclose

Pastor to Pastors: Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Lay Alternate: Marvin Chlapek, 11026 Elm
Bridge Court, Houston, TX 77065. (281) 469-
7630; mjcarc@sbcglobal.net

Lay Members:
Austin – Claren Kotrla
BCS – Jim Baletka; TXNFish@aol.com
Buckholts – Dan Balusek
Caldwell – Ron Dusek; rdusekdds@aol.com
Crosby – Chris Armstrong;

chrisarmstrong@alltexenergy.com
Cy-Fair – Roger Runnels; rogerhr@swbell.net
Dime Box – Theresa Buchan;

tkbuchan@airmail.net
Fayetteville/Industry – Jerry Marshall;

jerry@thepropertynote.com
Good Shepherd – Alfredo Wilson
Granger – Alvin Kubala; alvink@prismnet.com
Houston – Marvin Chlapek;

mjcarc@sbcglobal.net
Industry – Jerry Marshall;

jerry@thepropertynote.com
Nelsonville – Daniel Merz
New Tabor – Evelyn Henry
Ocker – Kathy Harrison;

kathy@pearson-lawfirm.com
Pasadena – Mickey Jones;

mickeyandpat@yahoo.com
Rosenberg – Alice Kocurek
Seaton – Leonard Mikeska;

mikeskains@hot.rr.com
Taylor – James Marek; james@cnbt.com
Temple – Jean Newby; aljean8@sbcglobal.net
Wall – Dewyan Weise;

HDWeise@academicplanet.com
Wesley – Michael Koehn koehns72@yahoo.com
West – Dorothy Kocian; dekocian@yahoo.com
Westheimer – Daniel Psencik

DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

The Griggs . . . (family now in Texas).
P.O. Box 11452, College Station, TX
77842.

Laurie (281) 221-7083
lgriggs@swmail.sw.org

Ray: 011-505-632-1489 NIC (in
Nicaragua), raygriggs@hot.rr.com
Laurie’s e-mail: lagriggs@hot.rr.com

Jill Miller (at home in San Angelo now)
e-mail: jillmiller7@gmail.com

Rob and Anne Thiessen
25 E. Camino Nacional
Tlalixtac de Cabrera
Oaxaca, MEXICO 68627
(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
e-mail: rvthiessen&yahoo.com

Michael and Caroline Woo
P.O. Box 27
Chiang Mai 50000
Thailand
e-mail: mcswoo@psmail.net
To access their pictures, go to
http://gallery.mac.com/woofamily

CHRISTIAN SISTERS’ UNION
OFFICERS

President: Patsy R. Blaha, 1002
Delma Drive, Bryan, TX 77802.
(979) 691-2149

Vice President: Janet Pomykal, P.O.
Box 560, Brenham, TX 77834.
(979) 836-3772

Secretary: Dorothy Hinson, 7331
Misty Morning Lane, Humble, TX
77346. (281) 620-0480

Financial Secretary: Ann Sebesta,
P.O. Box 115, Snook, TX 77878.
(979) 272-8786 or 292-8691

Treasurer: Evelyn Henry. P.O. Box
336, Caldwell, TX 77836.
(979) 567-4397

Unity Mission Board Representa-
tives: Sharon Hohmann, 222
Crestwood, San Angelo,TX 76903.
(325) 651-5884
Janet Pomykal (address above)

Hus Encampment Board Represen-
tatives: Lillie Chafin, 800 County
Road 284, Caldwell, TX 77836.
(979) 272-1136
Anna Wotipka, 652 County Road 324,
Caldwell, TX 77836. (979) 567-3613
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FULL TIME PASTORS
Rev. Charles Amos, 3210 Oaklawn Dr.,

Temple, TX 76502. (254) 742-2629
Rev. Henry Beseda, P.O. Box 516,

Caldwell, TX 77836. (979) 567-7033
Bro. Larry Butcher, 3030 Prescott,

Houston, TX 77025.
(713) 669-9381 (h),
(800) 941-4892 (pager)

Rev. Linda Von Chandler, 13108
North Ridge Circle, Leander, TX
78641. (512) 267-4826 (h),
(512) 267-4655 (ch)

Rev. Joe Emerson, Seaton Brethren
Church, P.O. Box 4615, Temple, TX
76505-4615. (254) 791-0420 (h),
(254) 985-2694 (off)

Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez, 3913 Brinkman
Drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642.
(409) 982-4657

Rev. Michael Groseclose, 352
Nelsonville Church Rd., Bellville, TX
77418. (979) 865-3026

Rev. Jim Heckman, 9849 PR 1015,
Rockdale, TX 76567. (512) 446-6962(h),
(979) 567-7203(off)

Rev. James D. Hejl, 309 Cherrywood
Circle, Taylor, TX 76574.
(512) 365-6890

Rev. James Henry, 1726 15th Ave.
N., Lake Worth, FL 33460.
(561) 547-1626

Rev. Curtis Holland, 1017 Southwood,
Waco, TX 76712. (254) 776-5886

Rev. David Johnson, 902 Timberlane,
Caldwell, TX 77836. (979) 567-1838(h),

 (979) 220-3822(c).
Scott Keaton, 14048 Pin Oak Lane,

Crosby, TX 77532. (281) 328-6361
Dr. Larry Koslovsky, 4311 Fir Valley

Drive, Kingwood, TX 77345.
(281) 328-2442 (off),
(713) 594-4518 (c)

Rev. John Kueker, P.O. Box 325,
Buckholts, TX 76518. (254) 605-0434

Rev. Milton Maly, 6703 FM 2502,
Brenham, TX 77833.
(979) 277-2619 (c)

Rev. Joseph Polasek, 4241 Blue Heron,
Bryan, TX 77807. (979) 779-3634

Kay Polasek, 1112 Sul Ross, Bryan,
TX 77802. (979) 846-6561

DIRECTORY OF MINISTERS
PLEASE NOTE: In all future correspondence to Rev. Michael Groseclose and

the Nelsonville Brethren Church, please use the address
352 Nelsonville Church Rd., Bellville, TX 77418.

Rev. Thomas Tallas, 3829 Sandstone,
San Angelo, TX 76904. (325) 949-7543

Rev. Ron Winsman, 3112 W. Ave. R,
Temple, TX 76504. (254) 742-0827

SUPPLY OR INACTIVE PASTORS
Rev. Whitney Amos, 3210 Oaklawn Dr.,

Temple, TX 76502. (254) 742-2629
Rev. W. John Baletka (retired), P.O.

Box 614, Caldwell, TX 77836.
(979) 567-4563

Rev. Gordon Hejl (retired), P.O. Box
426, Granger, TX 76530.
(512) 859-2652

Rev. William J. Hodge, 528 N. Post
Oak Lane, Houston, TX 77024.
(713) 957-8294

Rev. Robert W. Janek, 261 Edinburg,
San Angelo, TX 76901. (325) 942-8515

Rev. Lawrence Junek, 3316 Lyle,
Waco, TX 76708. (254) 714-2622

Rev. Eugene Kotrla, 4406 Antelope Trail,
Temple, TX 76504. (254) 774-7484

Dr. Mark L. Labaj, 3410 Meadow
Creek Lane, Temple, TX 76504.
(254) 774-8179; mlabaj@swbell.net

Rev. Albert Michalik (retired), 304
Thunder Valley Trail, Georgetown, TX
78626. (512) 863-0832

Rev. Del Miller, 1710 West O.S.R.,
Caldwell, TX 77836.  (979) 567-7774 (h),
(979) 220-0030 (c)

Rev. Al Newby, 2210 Forest Trail,
Temple, TX 76502. (254) 778-1860

Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, 19 Brandenberry
Crt., The Woodlands, TX 77381.
(281) 433-7704 (cell);
email: WilliamR90@aol.com

Rev. Nello Strickland, 1006 Top Hill
Drive, Brenham, TX 77833.
(979) 836-2609

Rev. Tony Taylor, P.O. Box 1680,
Hilltop Lakes, TX 77871.
(936) 855-2563

UNDER CALL OF THE UNITY

Military Chaplaincy
CH (Maj) Daniel E. Husak
102 Shubrick Road, Monterey, CA 93940
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POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Brethren Journal, 3635 CR 225, Caldwell, TX 77836.

PERIODICAL
POSTAGE PAID

AT TAYLOR
TEXAS  76574

BIBLES FOR SALE
Size Version & Type Cover Price

3” x 6” KJ - Popularf Edition Hard Cover $10.00
5” x 7” RSV - Popular Edition Hard Cover 10.00
6” x 9” Good News Bible (Black) Hard Cover 15.00
4" x 6" Catechism Paperback 0.75

UNITY OF THE BRETHREN CERTIFICATES
• Marriage
• Adult Baptism
• Child Baptism
• Church Membership
• Profession of Faith
$3.00/dozen or $0.30 each

= = = = = = = = = =

MORAVIAN DAILY TEXTS (annual) – inquire

UNITY OF THE BRETHREN IN TEXAS, new ed. – $10.00
Also available in CD ROM – $10.00

THE JESUS I NEVER KNEW, by Philip Yancey – $16.00

Books on Zinzendorf, Comenius, etc. – inquire

Also available: Some videos, CD’s, close-out fiction: inspirational
Special Orders Welcomed

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW BY MAIL, TELEPHONE, OR EMAIL.

BRETHREN BOOK STORE – Diane Heckman, Manager
401 South Main (979) 567-7203
Caldwell, TX 77836 brethrenbookstore@clergy.net


