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President’s Column . . . Claren Kotrla
NEW YEAR – 2011

Happy New Year – Maybe?
Looking back over the
past year, Christians
aren’t doing too well,
and our future doesn’t
look all that good for
2011, either.

Church donations
are down. Member-
ship isn’t growing. Be-
lievers aren’t strongly united. A
Christian Church in Egypt is the
center of prosecution efforts by
the government, and 156 Chris-
tians are charged with various
crimes after clashing with police
over the construction of the church.
A Christian woman in Islamabad,
Pakistan, is sentenced to death
for blasphemy against Muhammad.
North Korea has initiated a new
round of aggressive actions against
South Korea threatening the frag-

ile existence that has passed for
peace since the Ko-
rean War. We hear of
increased threats from
nuclear weapons.

Americans are ex-
periencing heightened
security measures in
response to reported
increased threats to

airline travelers from radical Mus-
lims. We have Mohammad O.
Mohammad trying to kill people
celebrating the lighting of a Christ-
mas tree in Oregon and
Mohammad Hussein wanting to
do harm to fellow Americans at a
military recruiting center in Balti-
more. Our southern neighbor,
Mexico, has a population growth
that is greater than expected, which
is overtaxing a weak infrastruc-
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Invitation to Cat Spring: From European Tyranny to Freedom to Civil War
Prize-winning Historical Novel concerning the Moravian Brethren who

Immigrated to Texas in the mid 1850’s
Autographed copies available from the author, Mary Frances Chupick Bennett

303 Riverhill Blvd. - Kerrville, Texas 78028 - 830-896-1680
jbbmfcb@ktc.com     www.invitationtocatspring

Single copies $19.99 + mailing and handling.
For priority mail anywhere in the US add $6.51, Total $26.50
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Cemetery Youth Director
Sharon Marek Jennifer Chervenka

23383 Milam Road 9494 Big Elm Creek Rd.
Burlington, TX 76519 Rogers, TX 76569

(254) 869-2845 (254) 983-1002

WESTHEIMER COMMUNITY CHURCH

15635 Westheimer Road
Houston, Texas 77082

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Westheimercommunitychurch.org

5th Sunday – Holy Communion

AMOS ELECTRIC SUPPLY
COMPANY

LIGHT FIXTURES • APPLIANCES
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

(254) 778-4271
5120 S. General Bruce Dr., Temple, TX 76502
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ture. And in the battle to fill the
United States’ insatiable desire
for illegal drugs, over 30,000
people have been killed in
Mexico’s drug war.

Our economy is fragile in re-
sponse to countries going broke
in Europe, the unsettled situation
in Korea and elsewhere, as well
as other factors. The US debt
outlook is dismal at best. We,
who are fortunate to live in one of
the freest and richest country’s in
the world, are worried and con-
cerned about our future, our
children’s future and our
grandchildren’s future. We recently
received a report that America’s
education isn’t measuring up to
the education found in other coun-
tries. We are down in the pack in

almost all categories. This is the
New Year we read about, listen
to on the radio, and watch on
Television.

The above information is readily
found in the newspapers and on
the evening news. However this
news should not be a call to hide
in a cave or under our bed. It
should be a wake-up call for
Christians to pray and to get
busy. It should be a Christian call
to action.

The book of Joshua gives us
true hope. Joshua is a story of a
people overcoming great hard-
ship, including slavery and 40
years in the desert, to fulfillment
as people of God. Perhaps we
are at that point ourselves. Verse
9 is particularly meaningful, where

God says to Joshua, “ Have I not
commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified:
do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go.” Just as Joshua
did, we need to move forward.
We need to work together. We
need to combine our many skills
and resources for a resurgence of
Christianity. We need to lead a
more Christ-like life to the best of
our ability. We need to revitalize
our individual lives, our local
church, and the Unity. We need
to support our programs, includ-
ing Hus School, The Brethren
Journal, Mutual Aid, Christian

Sisters, our Mission Boards, Breth-
ren Youth Fellowship, and the
many other programs within the
Unity.

Christians already have unsung
heroes. We have pastors that
work long hours spreading the
Gospel. Some work for little or
no pay, and some are simply
underappreciated. We have mis-
sionaries who daily spread the
Gospel. We have Christian nurses
who work in Haiti trying to over-
come a corrupt government to
save people while being exposed
to the risk of cholera and worse.
We have neighbors who are al-



6/January-February 2011 BRETHREN JOURNAL BRETHREN JOURNAL January-February 2011/7

THE BUCKHOLTS BRETHREN CHURCH
606 N. 4th Street

Buckholts, Texas 76518

Worship 9 AM Rev. Johnny Kueker
Study 10:30 AM P.O. Box 325
(No service on Buckholts, Texas 76518
fifth Sunday.) (254) 605-0434

ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service –

A Payne Family Tradition”
West, Texas
254/826-5321

ways there to help when needed.
We have volunteers who are al-
ways there when the need arises.
Let’s work to together to help
these individuals and be those
individuals.

If you don’t already work in
some of the examples listed above,
there are other options for you as
a Christian. As a Christian, you
could set up mentoring and tutor-
ing for kids in school to help them
discover the joy and rewards of
learning. Christians could help
people find jobs, and help them
bring meaning and  fulfillment to
their lives. Perhaps you could
bring hope to someone in prison
or to someone suffering from a
disease or injury.

James 2:14-17 talks about the

danger of faith without actions.
Verse 17 says, “In the same way,
faith by itself, if it is not accompa-
nied by actions, is dead.” The
word for faith without action is
“dead”. It isn’t “weak” or “poor”
or “bad”, but “dead”. What good
is a dead faith? Too often it is
easy to talk the talk but not walk
the walk in our Christian faith. In
short, a lip service faith is no faith
at all.

As important as it is, it isn’t
enough to just pray for others.
Christians need to follow their
prayers with action. God has given
each of us skills and talents to use
for His kingdom. In Matthew 25:
28-30 we are warned that if we
do not use our talents they will be
taken away from us. We each

have mind, body, and spirit that
we should use. We need to use
our God-given gifts, be it an
encouraging word, a helping hand,
financial help, or any of hundreds
of other ways we show others the
joy of Christ.

We may not be able to change
the news, but the condition of
Christianity in America need not
continue. Christians can donate,
attend, volunteer, and unite for
Christ as individuals, Churches
and as a Denomination.

We as Christians will have a
Happy New Year regardless of
what the latest depressing head-
line may show. The reason for
this optimism is our last month’s
celebration of Christ’s birth and
what that means for us.

CHRISTIAN SISTERS’ UNION
OFFICERS

President: Delores Kubala, 2109
Quail Cove, Taylor, TX 76574.
(512) 352-3823, (512) 971-2173.
d_kubala@yahoo.com

Vice President: Sharon Hohmann,
222 Crestwood Dr., San Angelo,
TX 76903. (325) 651-5884,
(325) 716-8034

Secretary: Georgie Tyroch, 2816
Country Lane Dr., Apt. #2102,
Temple, TX 76504.
(254) 773-5934, (254) 228-9227.
gtyroch@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Mary Kokes, 451 CR
369, Taylor, TX 76574.
(512) 365-7146, (512) 352-6423.
taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Financial Secretary: Ann Sebesta,
P.O. Box 115, Snook, TX 77878.
(979) 272-8691, (979) 272-8786.

Hus Encampment Rep.:

Debbie Grimm, 1409 Stone
Ridge Dr., Taylor, TX 76574.
(512) 352-8966, (512) 718-2310.
mama_dgrimm@hotmail.com

Connie Janac, 1002 Munson,
College Station, TX 77840. (979)
587-0363, (979) 696-1953.

Unity Mission Board Rep: Sharon
Hohmann, 222 Crestwood Dr.,
San Angelo,TX 76903.
(325) 651-5884, (325) 716-8034.

Relax in Port O’Connor at Kotrla’s Coastal Retreat!

Reservations:  Contact Valerie at 361-920-4663, or Valerie@tigrett.com
Oh Yes – GREAT FISHING, too!
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TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
512-352-6423

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor President Secretary

James D. Hejl Larry Kotrla Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-818-1504 M-Th 8:00 am-noon

Call us if you have questions
about naming your church
or a Unity of the Brethren

agency as a beneficiary
in an existing or new

SPJST insurance certificate.

SPJST
520 NorthMain Street
Temple, Texas 76501

(800) 727-7578
www.spjst.org

Membership
Benefits

• Life Insurance
• Annuities
• Home Loans
• Family Activities
• Community Involvement
• Youth Activities and Camp
• Scholarships
• Vestnik weekly newspaper

Insuring & Enriching Lives

A fraternal benefit society
serving Texans

and their families
for 112 years.

The Fayetteville Brethren Chris-
tian Sisters sent 39 shoe boxes for
Operation Christmas Child. Started in
1990, Operation Christmas Child is an
initiative of Samaritan’s Purse, a Chris-
tian relief and development charity
working amongst communities in need.
The mission of OCC is to demonstrate
God’s love in a tangible way to needy
children around the work. This year,
the boxes will be distributed in
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia, Kenya,
Kosova, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia,
Montenegro, Mozambique, Romania,
Serbia, Swaziland, Ukraine and Zim-
babwe. Ladies from the church have
been supporting this project since
2003.

The 6th Fayetteville Brethren Chris-

Fayetteville Ladies Minister through
Operation Christmas Child

tian Sisters Society retreat will be
held on Saturday, January 22, 2011,
from 9 A.M. till 4 P.M. at the church
fellowship hall. The speaker will be
Rev. Lillie Ferrell, who is the Associ-
ate Pastor of Evangelism and Lay
Ministry at Clear Lake United Meth-
odist Church in Houston, Texas. She
has taught several workshops on
various spiritual formation topics and
is a creative inspirational poet and
author that published her first book,
a spiritual devotional entitled “Songs
of Three Sisters” in 2002 The topic for
the retreat will be “Soul Care” Rejuve-
nation of Body, Spirit, Soul, incorpo-
rating the scripture: Matthew 6:25-30.
The fee will be $30 and includes
lunch. Registration forms are avail-

able on the church website:
www.fayettevillebrethrenchurch.org.

The Sisters are also busy making
plans for their spring fundraiser that
will be held on March 25 and 26, 2011.
They will be selling raffle tickets for
$2.00 each or a book for $10.00. There
will also be a rummage sale and a bake
sale with hot dogs and frito pies. In
the morning, breakfast tacos will also
be available.

The funding of several charities
and church projects was approved
for this year. Funds will be distributed
to the Unity of the Brethren Home
and Foreign Missions, the Brethren
Journal, Hus School Building Fund,
American Bible Society, mailing mili-
tary packages, AMEN, St. Marks
Hospital Foundation, La Grange Hos-
pice and to the Church Building Fund
for a light in the church sanctuary.

Ladies’ Retreat… You are invited to
participate in the Fayetteville Breth-
ren Christian Sisters’ Retreat on Sat-
urday, January 22, 2011, from 9-4 at
the Fayetteville Brethren Fellowship
hall. The speaker will be Rev. Lillian
Ferrell, topic: “Soul Care” Rejuvena-
tion of Body, Spirit, Soul, incorporat-
ing the scripture: Matthew 6:25-30. The
$25 fee includes lunch and snacks. 
Registration forms must be filled out
completely with $25 fee and returned
to Martha Dove, 1452 W FM 1291,
Round Top, TX 78954, by January
3rd. The check can be made out to
Fayetteville Brethren Christian Sis-

Fayetteville Christian Sisters’  Invitations
Please visit the church website: www.fayettevillebrethrenchurch.org

for more info. 

ters. Registration forms will be
available on the church website. Hope
to see you there.

Rummage Sale… The Fayetteville
Brethren Christian Sisters’ will have a
rummage sale Friday and Saturday,
March 25 and 26, from 8 AM to 1 PM
at the church fellowship hall. On
Saturday there will be a bake sale
with breakfast tacos, hot dogs, and
frito pies sold from 9 AM to 12:00 PM.
Raffle  tickets are available at $2 each
or a book for $10; 30 prizes to be given
away - The top prize is a queen size
hand-quilted Quilt called “Glory Be!”.
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CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203

Sunday School
9:30 AM

Sunday Worship
10:30 AM

Jim Heckman, Pastor
jimheckman@clergy.net

Welcome

SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 FM 2155/P.O. Box 247m Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone –  (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday School – 9:00 AM; Worship – 10:15 AM
Bible Buddies – 2nd Wednesday, 6:00-7:30 PM

Pastor Board of Elders President Youth Directors
Rev. Joseph Polasek Rayfield Slovacek Randall & Jonna See
4241 Blue Heron P.O. Box 267 P.O. Box 345
Bryan, TX 77807 Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878

(979) 779-3634 (979) 272-8845

From the Raifords….
Date: Fri, 26 Nov 2010

Well, it’s been 5 years since I first
left home for Mexico, and it still
stands as one of the greatest deci-
sions of my life. First off, thanks for
all the support you have shown me
and now Eunice through many
changes, good times and bad times.
Being a missionary is something I
enjoy every day, whether it’s at our
house church, in the carpentry shop,
on the streets, or in villages. Without
your partnership, this isn’t possible.
Eunice and I are looking ahead to a
new change, and I wanted to lay it out
for you. Our heart has been and I feel
will always be in the villages and we
are heading back. We have chosen a
village amongst the Mixe people here
in Oaxaca. We have a contact family
in the village that will give us an
entryway in. The village had to meet

In Christ’s Love . . . from the Mission Field
   (See Unity Schedule for upcoming work crew’s trip to Honduras.)

a few requirements for us to start
working there, and they are; an indig-
enous village with no church, with no
doctor, and within a network of vil-
lages of 5,000 or more people who
speak the same dialect. We found this
village over the summer while taking
a few mission interns there this sum-
mer. It has some interesting aspects
that really attract us, such as some
nuns who run a small basic clinic out
of the Catholic church (which needs
much help) and the Mixes are the
indigenous group to never have been
conquered, which we hope to do for
Christ! Now that my apprenticeship
with the Theissens is officially over,
we look forward to working on our
own project. Although I am not in the
apprenticeship, we still form part of a
team with Rob and Annie, and our
church here in Oaxaca. Without their
input and knowledge we couldn’t

have gotten this far, and their guid-
ance will continue to help us. Our
leadership in the church is very tight
knit and is a valuable resource for
talking out new ideas and spiritual
support. We always try to be as
biblical and fresh as possible. The
collective experience we have has
helped us develop a strategy for
church planting among the Mixe.

Our vision is to provide practical
care and spiritual care for the Mixes.
By offering practical medical services,
we fight on various fronts; a reason
to be in the village, provide basic
health care, be tentmaker missionar-
ies (where a portion of our income
comes from the clinic), and use the
clinic to build trust, and evangelize
the area.

By working in a community as
“real” people, we will have more free-
dom to get into their lives. Having a
job and a visible source of income as
a missionary is a valuable tool for
being accepted into a society. Even
though some missionaries excel in
language and culture, there always
seems to be a gap between the people
and the missionary because of money.
Using Eunice’s gift as a doctor, we
can live just as they do, and none of

our life will be left for them to guess
about. Having lived in villages and
learned from the experiences of oth-
ers, we are convinced that this form of
missions is the most adequate for
where we want to be. This will be a
long process that could take any-
where from 4 to 6 years.

I would like to share our strategy
with a few points of how we expect to
develop relationships and eventually
live in the village full time.

Eunice has developed a program
to help out the nuns with the clinic
which already exists. We have learned
that it is best to join something that
already exists and is important to the
village than creating something com-
pletely new. We will be traveling once
a month helping the nuns with basic
community care such as hygiene, pre-
vention of illnesses, diagnostics of
high blood pressure and diabetes,
etc. During our stay we will offer
consultations for whomever.

While Eunice is working, I will be
visiting with the community leaders,
getting to know specific people and
learning language.

As time passes, we hope the need
for a constant medical presence is
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Seaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren Church
12561 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mail:  P.O. Box 4615, Temple, TX 76505
Church Phone:  254-985-2694

seatonbrethrenchurch@yahoo.com
Rev. Joe Emerson, Lead Pastor – sbcpastorjoe@yaho.com

Denise Mikeska, Associate Pastor – sbcpastordenise@yahoo.com
Steve Davis, Youth Pastor – sbcpastorsteve@yahoo.com

Dolores Skrabanek, Board of Elders Chair

www.seatonbrethren.com

acknowledged by the community. At
that time we will offer to stay longer
periods, eventually half a month in
the village and half in Oaxaca. Our
relationships should be fairly strong
and we will look for a place to stay in
the village.

During our visits we will try to
understand where the village stands
on issues of social justice, religion,
poverty, and recreational activity. Our
goal is to let our Christian principle
live out more than be spoken. We
desire to be a valuable part of the
village, showing honesty, a good work
ethic, fairness, etc. From their point of
view we should be normal, upstand-
ing Mexican citizens. Our faith will be
something that they can explain by
actions, not necessarily by doctrine.
We want to be seen as different by
how we live there, not just by being
outsiders who want to change their
views on religion.

Being one of their own is a concept
almost never achieved, but we hope
to present the gospel in a way and
over a long enough period of time
that our ideas will come out of them.
That means we will be seen doing
things differently, and they will come
to us to participate or give new ideas.

Therefore holy spirit will be born
among them, not just brought.

We hope to be half time in the
village by the summer.

One of our plans for a long time
has been to visit each of you in the
States, throws a bit of a monkey
wrench in the whole process. We
would like to come to the U.S. in July
or so to visit for a few months. I want
Eunice to meet you, my family, and
learn english. One of my Mexican
friends here told me that if we leave
for a time it won’t be the end of the
world for the village. They are used to
people going to the U.S. to work, and
when we do come back to the village,
it may be better than if we never left.
These people are so used to being
marginalized and abandoned, that,
when we come back, we will be fulfill-
ing a promise that so many before us
haven’t. Our relationship with you is
equally important, and we want that
to grow.

When we come back to Mexico, we
hope to continue visiting for a short
time, until we can live in the village
full time and put a clinic there of our
own.

We plan on focusing on basic care
and pregnancies. After our own expe-

rience, we understand how important
it is to have good medical attention
during a pregnancy. Also, in Mexico
there is an epidemic of high blood
pressure and diabetes among indig-
enous groups which can be easily
controlled with cheap medications
and a good doctor.

During all of this, we will be as-
sessing how to best start planting
churches and making disciples to
reach further into the unconquered
Mixes.

On an interesting note, my friend
Manuel was having his washing ma-
chine worked on, and the mechanic
was Mixe. I was working in the shop
and we struck up a conversation, and
I shared with him our plans to go to
his people. He was thrilled, and told
me to look him up when we go. He is
from one of the neighboring villages,
and so it seems our plan is going well.
We already have a contact in another
village! God is ahead of us, and we
feel so excited to see what else he has
in store for the Mixes. For the next
year we have a few things in which we
need help from back home. We want
to start building up a small pharmacy
to take with us, for the consultations.
Also, Eunice wants to participate in

some medical conferences to keep up
to date and learn some new things,
such as reading ultrasounds. Once
we are established in the village, we
need to build a house/doctor’s office.
It is a one time cost, seeing that we
will be charging for her services. We
plan to charge for medicine, and for
more involved consultations. We
aren’t looking to get rich, just enough
to help us out some and provide
financial transparency in the village.

You all have been so good to us
over the last 5 years and we hope to
keep partnering into the unknown
future. God is good, and has given us
the opportunity to be kingdom build-
ers with Him. It is something we thank
him for daily, and enjoy. We are so
lucky to be one of the few who do
what they love every day. God bless
you all, and we hope to hear from you
soon, and you are welcome anytime.

Have a great Christmas season
and we will see you soon.

Blessings, Phil and Eunice

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 – (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. – Church Service 10:30 a.m.

For information please contact one of the following:

Ronnie Tyson Dorothy Hinson
President Secretary

22015 Golden Cedar Dr.  7331 Misty Morning Lane
Cypress, TX 77433 Humble, TX 77346

(281) 373-4376 (281) 620-0480

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Low Cost Funeral Insurance
Phone 361-798-3271
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The Unity’s 2011 Mission Festival: February 26
   … Save the date!

The Unity Foreign Missions Board is presenting “T.E.A.M.
Mission - “Together Everyone Achieves More!”at the Hus
Encampment from 9 am to 3pm.

Two years ago, we asked the question of our churches,
“Where in the World Are You and Jesus Working?” As a commu-
nity of churches we took a day like this one to meet and work
together on strategies for answering this question. The strategies
looked at both local and foreign missions. Two years later we are
going to take a day and concentrate this time on Foreign Missions
and how we can “work together to achieve more” in the mission
fields we are already invested in and then explore new areas God is
calling us to. So Plan Now to:

Come connect and catch the excitement!
Hear first-hand Tom Prohaska, Founder and Execu-
tive Director of Fields of Faith, fresh from the fields
of the Czech Republic and his vision for us to join in
more church-planting in the Czech Republic.
Strategize with us for our new “Adopt A Missionary
Endeavor” in Mexico and China
Hear Mark Ebert, Moravian Mission Board Member,
Insights on Working Together
Bring a “TEAM” from your church and let us listen,
strategize and pray together in order that we might
join Jesus in bringing glory to the Kingdom in His
Mission Fields! A continental breakfast and lunch
will be served. There is no cost to register, but a
free will donation will be gladly accepted!

Sign Up with Mission Team Members

Rev. Linda Chandler , L77c@aol.com 512-203-7293
Kent Laza, kent.laza@verizon.net  979 – 690-7608
Joyce Baletka, jlbaletka@peoplepc.com 979-567-4563

Sunday School Island

• Send all suggestions/questions/ideas to
hairrell@gmail.com

See the Unity of the Brethren website for the
online version!

This month will focus on the beginning of a new year.

This month focuses on not one
Bible verse, but several; not just
one lesson. These verses and
lessons all revolve around NEW!

NEW CHOICES
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creation; the old has gone, the
new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:17

Talk with children what a resolution
is and why people make these at
the beginning of the year. Explain
that a resolution is a commitment
we make to make ourselves better. Help children think of
resolutions for the Bible on how to live better. These can be
listed on a doorknob hanger.

Ideas for the doorknob hanger:
• I will learn more about God.
• I will invite someone to
• church.
• I will tell a friend about Jesus.
• I will pray for others.

• I will help my family with ____.
• I will give some of my money
• to ______.
• I will learn _____ new Bible
• verses.
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Teen Cabana
Sunday School

Teacher’s

Easy Button

NEW COMMITMENTS
Let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us. Let us fix
our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith.

Hebrews 12: 1b-2a

Just making a resolution is not
enough. Learning something new
can be difficult and may require a
lot of practice and patience. You
also have to plan how to meet
those goals. Have students
complete a planning sheet. For
each resolution, have children
think of a verse and a plan.

NEW SCRIPTURE
For the word of God is alive and active.
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
Hebrews 4:12

Have students choose 12 verses they want to learn this
year. You could even provide these on a Bible markers. Each
month you can focus on a new verse in your Sunday School
lessons.

NEW LIFE
Read the story of Nicodemus in John 3:1-2
Talk with children about what it means to be born again,
and how we live our lives for God. One way to show God
our thankfulness is to celebrate! We can worship and
praise God for his goodness! Remind children to remember
God this New Years, what he has already done for us, and
what he is yet to do! Celebrate the New Year and New Life
with noisemakers and music!

My goal:   ______

My path:  ______

My verse: ______

New Year’s Riskolutions!

Have you made any New Year’s Resolutions? Often, they are a
list of grand promises that will never be kept. Why is this? Do
we set our goals to high? Did we never really want to keep
those promises in the first place? The Isrealites has an sort of
“New Year”. When God opened the way for them to enter the
Promised Land, they had the opportunity to start over, start
fresh. But his “New Year” was too scary, too risky. They
resolved to stary in their little world and missed out on God’s
amazing promised land. God is not asking for He wants
“riskolutions”.Resolutions fade with time and are forgotten,
riskolutions grow with God’s power and make an eternal
impact. Take advantage of this New Year’s opportunity to offer
your life as a living sacrifice to be used for His glory.
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Thoughts about giving…
Remembering the Unity of the Brethren
or any of its ministries is a fitting
testimony of your belief. Your gift in a
will can be a legacy that continues to
affect the Christian values, mission, and
ministry that is important to you.

You can give without restrictions and let us use the
funds for the most pressing needs or you can specify
how, when, or where you want the funds used.

You can require that we hold the principle as an
endowment and use only the earnings each year.

You can give in memory or in the honor of someone.

Your gift can be contingent. The funds go to someone if
they survive you and if not, then to the Unity.

You can tell us now that you have named the Unity in
your will and allow us to express our gratitude…or
you can let it be known later.

There are many other ways to give. Contact any
Board of Grants and Bequests member about what
you can give and how you can give.

Guy Huffman . . .
cpaguy@cpaguy.com ph: (979) 567-4974

Frank McKay III . . .
mckayfrank@aol.com ph: (281) 424-5126

Ronald Dusek
rdusekdds@aol.com ph: (979) 567-3732

Dewyan Weise . . . ph: (325) 651-8550

Your Brethren Journal Subscription Expires
December 31st

Annual Subscription Rate – $12.00/year
(Churches that subscribe for all their congregation’s family units –

$10.00/family.)

CONSIDER making a donation . . . to support the publication of The Brethren
Journal, or, better yet,  join the Friends of the Brethren Journal.  We depend
on gifts from those who read and appreciate the information we share each year.
Donations help pay $3.05 per copy for mailing issues to our missionaries.

Your gift is tax deductible.

RESUBSCRIPTION FORM
Send to Business Manager: Cathleen Schlechte,

3635 CR225, Caldwell, TX 77836

Please note: Whenever sending address changes, always include old address.

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City __________________________________  State ______ Zip __________ 

I would like gift subscriptions for:

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City __________________________________  State ______ Zip __________ 

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City __________________________________  State ______ Zip __________ 

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City __________________________________  State ______ Zip __________ 
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WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas
Home: 325-949-7543 Cell: 656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@verizon.net
Church: rev.tjt@zipnet.us

www.wallbrethrenchurch.org

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Youth Director Secretary
Dewyan Weise David Love Jonnie Smith
325-651-8550 325-656-8363 Tu-F-8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Applications are now being accepted
from high school seniors and under-
graduate students for the 1st Annual
Mutual Aid Society Scholarship. Three
thousand dollars ($3,000) will be
awarded. More than one recipient may
be selected per year. Requirements:
1. Active member of a Unity of the
Brethren congregation.
2. Mutual Aid Society member for at
least 2 years.
3. Hus School alumni having com-
pleted at least one full term.
4. A minimum of 1 week of service as
a counselor/CIT with the Unity camp-
ing program.
5. Active member of local BYF (if
available).
6. Active member of local Sunday
School (if available).
7. 5-10 page essay on the history of
the Mutual Aid Society, the Unity of
the Brethren, or both.

Mutual Aid Society Scholarship Applications
Now Being Accepted

Submit application and essay by Feb-
ruary 28th and participate in an inter-
view with the Selection Committee in
March or early April.

Send application to:  Rev. Joseph
Polasek, PO Box 54, Snook TX 77878
Application and more information can
be found on the Unity website at: 
www.unityofthebrethren.org

NOTE… Anyone who would like to
help a Brethren youth with his/her
college education is encouraged to
consider making a tax-deductible do-
nation (of any size) to the Mutual Aid
Society Scholarship Program. Please
send such donation to:

The Mutual Aid Scholarship Program
c/o Guy E. Huffman, Treasurer
P.O. Box 216
Caldwell, TX  77836

“SWAMP”

STATE CHILDREN’S RALLY
Saturday, March 5, 2010

Hus School Encampment
Check in is from 9:00-9:30am; Dismissal at 4:00pm

Registration Deadline: Friday, February 11; Cost $15
Children ages pre-K through 3rd grade are invited to a day filled with

Bible lessons, crafts, singing, games, and much more! Registration
forms are available online at www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.com

or by contacting Jennifer Chervenka –
jennchervenka@farm-market.net; 254-983-1002.

WWG WRAP-UP
The WWG state youth retreat was held November 19-21 at the Hus
School Encampment. 53 youth and 15 adults learned how “We’re With
God” every second of every day. We were reminded of the wrestling
rings we compete in, be it at home, school, work, church, or even within
ourselves, and were challenged to become champions by seeking God
in all situations and making the choice to follow Him. The ultimate
champion in life is Jesus Christ, who offers us forgiveness for our sins and
asks us to make the choice to forgive others in the most difficult of
circumstances.  We sumo-wrestled, jousted, searched in our Bibles,
searched in our hearts, laughed at the Johnson skits, and then we
concluded the weekend with a praise worship singing our favorite
hymns. Special thanks to those congregations and groups who supplied
socks for the ‘sock-it-to-me sock drive’. 96 packages were collected
and delivered.

“G.P.S.”
STATE YOUTH RETREAT

Friday, February 18-Sunday,
February 20

**Friday night is optional and check-in begins
at 7pm.

Saturday registration is from 8-9am.**
Registration form and more information are

available at
www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.com

or by contacting Jennifer Chervenka.
Registration Deadline: Friday, February 11;

Cost $30
Winter Retreat Team: Monique Duron, Riley

Milberger, Chris Stauffer, Megan Stauffer, and
Jennifer Chervenka

UPCOMING  ACTIVITIES

February 11:
Registration Deadline

for
SWAMP & GPS events

February 18-February 20:
‘GPS’ State Youth Retreat

March 5:
‘SWAMP’ State Children’s

Ral ly

April 29-May 1:
State Youth Fishing

Retreat
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DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for January 2011

Dorothy E. Kocian
1. Christ redeemed us from the curse of

the law by becoming a curse for us.
Gal. 3:13

2. Rise up and help us; redeem us
because of Your unfailing love.
Ps. 44:26

3. A time is coming and has now come
when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and in truth.
Jn. 4:23

4. Salvation is found in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven
given to men by which we must be
saved. Acts 4:12

5. The Lord lives! Praise be to my Rock!
Exalted be God my Savior! Ps. 18:46

6. I tell you, now is the time of God’s
favor, now is the day of salvation.
2 Cor. 6:2

7. I am not ashamed of the gospel,
because it is the power of God for
the salvation of everyone who
believes. Rom. 1:16

8. Restore to me the joy of Your
salvation and grant me a willing spirit,
to sustain me. Ps. 51:12

9. Turn to me and be saved, all of
you ends of the earth; for I am
God, and there is no other.
Isa. 45:22

10. He will not let your foot slip – He
who watches over you will not sleep.
Ps. 121:3

11. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope
we profess, for He who promised is
faithful. Heb. 10:23

12. And let us consider how we may spur
one another on toward love and
good deeds. Heb. 10:24

13. Seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you.
Mt. 6:33

14. Those who seek the Lord lack no
good thing. Ps. 34:10

15. Satisfy us early with Your majesty,
that we may rejoice and be glad all
our days. Ps. 90:14

16. The Lord said, “Be careful to obey
all the law My servant gave you;
do not turn from it to the right or
to the left.” Josh. 1:7

17. “My eyes have seen Your salvation
which you you have prepared in the
sight of all people. Lk. 2:30,31

18. “A light for revelation to the Gentiles and
glory to your people Israel.” Lk. 2:32

19. You were once darkness, but now
you are light in the Lord. Live as
children of light. Eph. 5:8

20. Yea though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil, for you are with me. Ps. 23:4

21. I, the Lord, have called you in
righteousness; I will take hold of your
hand. Isa. 42:6

22. “All mankind will know that I, the Lord,
am your Savior, your Redeemer, the
Mighty One of Jacob.” Isa. 49:26

23. I will make you a light for the
Gentiles, that you may bring My
salvation to the ends of the earth.
Isa. 49:6

24. God demonstrated His love for us in
this: while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. Rom. 5:8

25. Having loved His own who were in
the world, Jesus now showed them
the full extent of His love. Jn. 3:1

26. When we were still powerless, Christ
died for the ungodly. Rom. 5:6

27. Greater love has no one than this,
that he lay down his life for his
friends. Jn. 15:13

28. He himself bore our sins in His body
on the tree, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness.
1 Pet. 2:24a

29. By His wounds you have been
healed. 1 Pet. 2:24b

30. He was wounded for our transgres-
sions, He was crushed for our
iniquities; by His wounds we are
healed. Isa. 53:5

31. “We know that this man really is the
Savior of the world.” Jn. 4:42

CNC & Manual Machining Welding – Fabricating – Repair
Custom Manufacturing CNC Torch Cutting

Taylor Iron-Machine Works, Inc.
208 Bland St. P.O. Box 188 Taylor, TX 76574

(512) 352-3646 Metro: (512) 365-3648 Fax: (512) 365-8845

Mutual Aid Society – Listing of Local Secretaries’
Addresses and Phone Numbers

Granger #1: Angie Malicoat, PO
Box 362, Granger, TX 76530,
512-859-2837

Taylor #3: Marie Ann Ripple, 2302
Heights Blvd, Taylor, TX 76574,
512-365-6916

West #4: Dorothy Kocian, 107
South Barbara Street, Waco, TX
76705, 254-799-5331,
dekocian@yahoo.com

Fayetteville #5: Sandra Stepan,
PO Box 145, Fayetteville, TX
78940, 979-378-4167,
sandrainaustin@yahoo.com

Dime Box #6: Olga Brinkman,
2302 E. Mercer’s Landing,
Bryan, TX 77808, 979-731-8681

Snook #7: Marie Shelfer, Box 138,
Snook, TX 77878, 979-272-
8100, shelfer@tamu.edu

Ocker #8: Doris Svoboda, 109
Friendship Ln, Temple, TX
76501-9614, 254-742-1405

Dallas #10: **Natalie Outlaw, 7575
Wixon Road, Bryan, TX 77808-
8085, 979-589-2012,
natalieoutlaw@yahoo.com

Cooks Point #12: Patsy Albright,
2105 Rivendell, Bryan, TX
77807-4812, 979-779-8463

New Tabor #13: Evelyn Henry, PO
Box 336, Caldwell, TX 77836-
0336, 979-567-4397

Nelsonville #14: Peggy Peschel,
8000 Hwy 159 W, Bellville, TX
77418, 979-865-5095

Seaton #16: Joyce Skrabanek,
7157 FM 2086, Temple, TX
76501, 254-984-2283

Sealy #17: Esther Breeden, 1505
E 27th, Bryan, TX 77802-1318,
979-779-3835

Wesley #18: Mary Surovik, 2530 S
Berlin Rd, Brenham, TX
77833-2048, 979-251-7485

Temple #20: Irene Marek, 2900
Pecan Valley Drive, Temple, TX
76502, 254-778-2120

Rosenberg #21: Virginia Macik,
1209 Tobola, Rosenberg, TX
77471, 281-342-8802

Westheimer #22: Daniel W.
Psencik, 1216 Damon Street,
Rosenberg, TX 77471
979-793-6783

Houston #23: Dorothy Hinson,
7331 Misty Morning Dr., Humble,
TX 77346, 281-620-0480

Wall #25: Sharon J. Hohmann,
222 Crestwood Drive, San
Angelo, TX 76903-9106
325-651-5884

Caldwell #27: Guy Huffman, PO
Box 216, Caldwell, TX 77836,
979-567-7089,
cpaguy@cpaguy.com

Crosby #28: Gisela Gaeke, PO
Box 599, Crosby, TX 77532,
281-426-5506

Placedo #30: Dorothy Elsik, PO
Box 1054, Victoria, TX 77902,
361-575-2298

Robstown #31: Annette Korff, 1207
Baker, Robstown, TX 78380,
361-387-5241

Austin #32: Doris Boriski, 17111
Oak Cliff Circle, Dripping
Springs, TX  78620-2527, 512-
264-2273

Pasadena #33: Betty Orsag, 5118
Coventry Ct, Friendswood, TX
77546-3001, 281-482-1501

B/CS #34: Natalie Outlaw, 7575
Wixon Road, Bryan, TX 77808-
8085, 979-589-2012,
natalieoutlaw@yahoo.com

**Position currently filled by
Administrative Board members

Brighter Vision
Tammy Pechal, Joe & Christi Emerson

Bringing Glory to God in Song
Contact Pastor Joe Emerson
(254) 931-1653 for booking
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CY-FAIR COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Unity of the Brethren)

Worship – 10:45 A.M.
Sunday School – 9:30 A.M.

Pastors:
Rev. Henry Beseda 12915 Cypress North Houston

(979) 567-7033 P.O. Box 0233
Rev. Rick Chandler Cypress, TX  77410-0233

 (281) 355-1474
Church Phone – (281) 955-1655 President: Rev. Henry Beseda

Annual Christian Sisters Bazaar, 2nd Saturday in September
The Rosenberg Brethren Church

Christian Sisters
5220 Reading Road, Rosenberg, Texas 77471

Unity Archivist
Clint Machann

c-machann@tamu.edu
979-696-1360 or 979-845-4898

In God’s Hands Ministry
P. O. Box 321

Caldwell, TX 77836
979-574-7134

Everyday Ministries to Meet Everyday Needs
A Home Mission Work to Cade Lake and Burleson County

To communicate with the Hus Encampment . . .
. . . regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:

Dawn Marie Baletka
600 Benchmark Drive

College Station, TX 77845
 (979) 777-9940 or (979) 693-2710

BaletkaD@navasotaisd.org
*This must be done well in advance.

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com

DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for February 2011

Dorothy E. Kocian
1. The Lord Himself will give you a sign:

The virgin will be with child and will
give birth to a son.” Isa. 7:14

2. They will call Him “Immanuel”,  which
means “God with us.” Mt. 1:23

3. A voice from heaven said, “This is My
Son, whom I love; with Him I am well
pleased. Mt. 3:17

4. In these last days God has spoken to
us by His Son. Heb. 1:2

5. Christ is God over all, forever praised.
Rom. 9:5

6. Give Him the name Jesus because
He will save His people from their
sins. Mt. 1:21

7. An angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Take the
child and his mother and escape to
Egypt.” Mt. 2:13

8. So was fulfilled what the Lord said to
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called
my Son.” Mt. 2:15

9. “When Israel was a child, I loved him,
and out of Egypt I called my Son.”
Hosea 11:1

10. We rejoice in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Rom. 5:11

11. We know that this man really is the
Savior of the world. Jn. 4:42

12. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever. Heb. 13:8

13. And this is God’s command: to
believe in the name of His Son, Jesus
Christ. 1 Jn. 4:23

14. If anyone would come after Me, he
must deny himself and take up his
cross and follow Me. Mk. 8:34

15. For whoever wants to save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for
Me and for the gospel will save it.
Mk. 8:35

16. Go to everyone I send you to and
say whatever I command you. Jer. 1:7

17. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
Col. 3:24

18. Jesus said, “This is to My Father’s glory,
that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be My disciples.” Jn. 15:8

19. Do not forget to do good and to
share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased. Heb. 13:16

20. Jesus said, “If anyone wants to be
first, he must be the very last, and
the servant of all.” Mk. 9:35

21. “I am going there to prepare a place
for you.” Jn. 14:2

22. “I will come back and take you to be
with Me.” Jn. 14:3

23. He is coming with the clouds, and
every eye will see Him. Rev. 1:7

24. When these things begin to take
place, stand up and lift up your
heads, because your redemption is
drawing near. Lk. 21:28

25. At that time men will see the Son of
Man coming in clouds with great
power and glory. Mk. 13:26

26. We shall be like Him, for we shall see
Him as He is. 1 Jn. 3:2

27. The words of Jesus: “Heaven and
earth will pass away, but My words
will never pass away.” Mk. 13:31

28. I want everyone everywhere to lift up
holy hands in prayer. 1 Tim. 2:8

GUY E. HUFFMAN, CPA
Tax & Financial Services Since 1981

979/567-4974
108 N. Main St., Caldwell, TX 77836

Website: www.cpaguy.com
*Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Servicessm,

Advisory services offered through H.D. Vest Advisory Servicessm,
Non-bank subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Company
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Schedule and Details of Upcoming Unity Activities

Temple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren Church
2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502

(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759
tbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.com

Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Pastor Larry ZabcikPastor Larry ZabcikPastor Larry ZabcikPastor Larry ZabcikPastor Larry Zabcik
Worship:Worship:Worship:Worship:Worship: 10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m. (254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898

zabcikvi l le@hot.rr.comzabcikvi l le@hot.rr.comzabcikvi l le@hot.rr.comzabcikvi l le@hot.rr.comzabcikvi l le@hot.rr.com

January 22: Beginning at 9:00 a.m., the Fayetteville Christian Sisters
Retreat.

January 22-February 3: A work crew comprised of at least three
Brethren men and three or four from the Moravian Church will be in
Ahuas, Honduras, completing the final stage of the solar panel system
which will provide 24-hour electricity for the hospital there. They will
also be looking for ways to solve the troublesome water system and
carrying out various other maintenance projects. (Let’s pray for
safety in their travels and in their work there.)

February 26, 2011: The Unity Foreign Missions Board is presenting
“T.E.A.M.”. Mission – “Together Everyone Achieves More!” at
the Hus Encampment from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

NOTE: See cover story in this issue for Fayetteville Christian Sisters
Invitations to two upcoming activities.

NOTICE!  NOTICE!  NOTICE!
It is with regret that we announce that the Hus School Encamp-
ment will not be available for 2011 Convention accomodations.
We will be i the midst of summer camping progams an appreciate
your understanding. We apologize for any inconvenience this may
cause, and thank you in advance for your prayers and support for
the 2011 campers nad staff.

Sincerely, 
The Hus Encampment Board of Trustees

(read of Youth Activities Schedule in the Youth Section)

VITAL STATISTICS

MEMBERS RECEIVED

By Letter of Transfer:

ERNEST PLATTE was received into the
membership of the Industry Brethren on
November 14, 2010.

MR. AND MRS. HARRY BLINKA were
received into the membership of the
Fayetteville Brethren Church.

RECENT WEDDINGS

MALCIK-WEBB. Ronald Eugene
Malcik and Lisa Lynne Webb were joined
in marriage on July 24, 2010, at Waco,
Texas, and will live in Round Rock, Texas.
Witnesses: Donna and Maurice Winner
III. Minister: Lawrence Junek.

RECENT BAPTISMS

MERZ, DANE ELLIS, son of Eli and
Brittney (Jackson) Merz, born on July
27, 2010, was baptized on December 5,
2010, at the Nelsonville Brethren Church.
Sponsors: B.J.and Dawnielle Shrader.
Minister: Michael Groseclose.

RECENT DEATHS

BLINKA, HARRY H., age 89, a member of the
Fayetteville Brethren Church, died on De-
cember 11, 2010, in Houston. He was born
on October 5, 1921, in Fayetteville to Henry
and Matilda (Slovacek) Blinka and married to
Lillian Franta on October 6, 1946. Mr. Blinka
served in Italy as a member of the U.S. Air
Force during World War II. He is survived by
his wife, Lillian, one daughter, several grand-
daughters and great-grandchildren. Services
were on December 14, 2010, at the Fayetteville
Brethren Church with burial in that church’s
cemetery. Minister: Milton Maly.

MASSAR, MARY (PACHA) age 98, and for
many years member of the Holland Brethren
Church died December 4, 2010, at Temple.
She was born on November 30, 1912, in
Schwertner to Anton and Bertha Pacha. She
was married to Frank Massar on April 16,
1936. She is survived by 6 sons, 3 daugh-
ters, 13 grandchildren, and many great-
grandchildren. Services were on December
8, 2010, from the Goodnight Family Home
Chapel in Bartlett, followed by burial in the
Holland City Cemetery. Minister: Mark L.
Labaj.

MELNAR, HENRY, age 89 and member of the
Vsetin Czech-Moravian Church, died No-
vember 20, 2010, at Hallettsville. He was born
on January 15, 1921, in Lavaca County. He
married Hilda Vornsand on October 21,
1941, at St. Peter Lutheran Church in
Hallettsville. Mr. Melnar is survived by 1 son,
2 grandchildren, 6 great-grandchildren.
Services were on November 24, 2010, from
the Vsetin Czech-Moravian Brethren Church
with burial in the Vsetin Czech-Moravian
Church Cemetery. Minister: Mark L. Labaj.

MIKESKA, LILLIE SOPHIE (DIERKING), age
94, a member of the Nelsonville Brethren
Church, died on December 10, 2010, in
Brenham. She was born on January 4, 1916,
at the Prairie Hill Community in Washington
County and was married to Edmund Mikeska
on November 18, 1937. Mrs. Mikeska is
survived by one child, five grandchildren,
seven great-grandchildren, and two great-
great-grandchildren. Services were on De-
cember 13, 2010, from the Memorial Oaks
Chapel with burial in the National Cemetery.
Minister: Michael Groseclose.

Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping Neighbors
Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged Funerals

• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

Bellville Sealy Wallis
865-3121 885-3535 478-6311
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New Tabor – Sunday School at 9:30 AM &
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday,
“Tune Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. Dave Johnson

Ocker – worship at 10:15 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School at 9 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Ron Winsman

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
Bible Study at 7:30 PM on Wednesday.
– Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, supply pastor

Rosenberg –
Sundays: Adult Bible Study and Sunday

School for children at 9:00 AM; worship
at 10:30 AM.

Wednesdays: 5:30 PM, Dinner; 6:30 PM,
Bible Study; 6:50 PM, Prayer Meeting.

– Bro. Larry Butcher

Seaton –
Sunday, 9:15 AM – Sunday School, All

Ages; 10:30 AM – Worship Celebration
Service.

Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kid’s NITE Out
and Priority ONE Youth (BYF), Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Joe Emerson

Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;
Worship – 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – worship at 10:15 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. James Hejl

Temple – Sunday School at 9:30 AM.,
Worship at 10:45 AM.

– Pastor Larry Zabcik

Vsetin –
Worship at 10:00 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (for all ages) at
9:30 AM; worship at 10:45 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School follows.

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9:00 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Curtis Holland

Westheimer Community – 9:30 AM,
Christian Education; 10:30 AM,
Worship, with Holy Communion every
5th Sunday.

– Visiting Ministers

Austin – Bible Study at 10:00 AM
Austin – Worship at 11:00 AM.

– Rev. Linda Chandler

Bryan-College Station – worship at
9:00 AM every Sunday.

– Visiting Ministers

Buckholts – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker

Caldwell – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.
Bible Study on Tuesday at 10:30 AM.

– Rev. Jim Heckman

Crosby –
Sunday – 9:00 AM: Worship

10:00 AM: Faith Adventure
– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Cy-Fair Community Church – worship at
10:45 AM every Sunday.

1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays – Rev. Rick
Chandler

2nd & 4th Sundays – Rev. Henry Beseda
– Rev. Henry Beseda

Dime Box – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Jim Heckman

Fayetteville – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Milton Maly

Good News Fellowship Church of West
Palm Beaches – worship at 1:00 PM every
Sunday at First Presbyterian Church,
Boynton Springs, Florida.

– Rev. James Henry

Good Shepherd Moravian – worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger – worship services every Sunday at
9:00 AM; Sunday School at 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Whitney Amos and
Rev. Charles Amos

Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Visiting Ministers

Industry – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday with Sunday School for all
ages following.

– Rev. Milton Maly

Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9:00 AM
Nelsonville – Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Rev. Kay Polasek, Chair;
pastorkpolasek@yahoo.com

Charles Groseclose, Representative to
Foreign Mission Board;

 cmrag@aol.com
Angie Hairrell, Representative to Hus
Board of Trustees; hairrell@dishmail.net
Rev. Whitney Amos;  chatney@aol.com
Rev. Jim Heckman;

jimheckman@clergy.net
Jennifer Chervenka

jennchervenka@farm-market.net
Kimberly Stewart;  kcstew@austin.rr.com
Jean Kotrla; kotrla@flash.net

Voting Members:
Chair: Rev. Whitney Amos (Syn. Com.)

618 N. 7th St., Temple, TX 76501.
C: (254) 913-5757.
Chatney@aol.com

Trustee: Marvin Chlapek (Syn. Com. 2007)
mjcarc@sbcglobal.net

At-Large: Mark Olsen (Syn. Com. 2009)
C: (512) 630-5153; olsenmc@live.com

Member: Debbie Grimm (Chr. Sis.
2010) 1409 Stone Ridge Rd., Taylor,
TX 76574. C: (512) 718-2310;
mama_dgrimm@hotmail.com

Member: Connie Janac (Chr. Sis.
2010) 1002 Munson, College Station,
TX 77840. (979) 696-1953;
cjanac@st-joseph.org

Member: Kathryn Laza (BYF: 2009)
guardian.angel14@verizon.net;
k_laza4@tamu.edu

Brethren Book Store
401 S. Main

Caldwell, TX 77836
979-567-7203

Diane Heckman, Manager

The Rosenberg Brethren Church
5220 Reading Road

Rosenberg, TX 77471
(281) 342-3060

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Eve. 5:30 PM

Prayer Service and Bible Study

Bro. Larry Butcher
3030 Prescott, Houston, TX 77025

(713) 299-4813 (Home)
Youth Minister: Debbie Gloria

Member: Rev. Bill Rinderknecht
(FoHE: 2007); williamR90@aol.com

Non-Voting Appointments:
Programming Director: Kim Stewart,

(512) 932-9939; kcstew@austin.rr.com
Unity Youth Coordinator: Jennifer

Chervenka (Synodical Committee
Appointment), (254) 983-1002;
jennchervenka@farm-market.net

Facilities Manager(s): Jim and Dawn
Marie Baletka; txnfish@aol.com;
BaletkaD@navasotaisd.org

Caretakers: Robert  and Cathleen
Schlechte; (979) 324-5560,
(979)255-8266;
greesemonkey86@hotmail.com;
schlechte86@msn.com

Oversight of Synodical Committee: Rev.
Joe Emerson; sbcpastorjoe@yahoo.com

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens

And so fulfill the Law of Christ.”
(Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID SOCIETY
Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President Guy E. Huffman,Treasurer
Calvin J. Vojtek, Vice-President Stanley F. Mrnustik, Junior Dept.
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. Secretary Dorothy Hinson, Board Member

HUS ENCAMPMENT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2010-2011
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FULL TIME PASTORS
Rev. Charles Amos, 618 N. 7th Street, Temple,

TX 76501. (254) 742-2629
Rev. Whitney Amos, 618 N. 7th Street, Temple,

TX 76501. (254) 742-2629
Rev. Henry Beseda, P.O. Box 516, Caldwell, TX

77836. (979) 567-7033
Bro. Larry Butcher, 3030 Prescott, Houston, TX

77025. (713) 669-9381 (h),
(800) 941-4892 (pager)

Rev. Linda Von Chandler, 13108 North Ridge
Circle, Leander, TX 78641.
(512) 267-4826 (h), (512) 267-4655 (ch)

Rev. Joe Emerson, Seaton Brethren Church,
P.O. Box 4615, Temple, TX 76505-4615.
(254) 791-0420 (h), (254) 985-2694 (off)

Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez, 3913 Brinkman Drive,
Port Arthur, TX 77642. (409) 982-4657

Rev. Michael Groseclose, 352 Nelsonville
Church Rd., Bellville, TX 77418.
(979) 865-3026

Rev. Jim Heckman, 9849 PR 1015, Rockdale,
TX 76567. (979) 567-7203 (off)

Rev. James D. Hejl, 309 Cherrywood Circle,
Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 365-6890

Rev. James Henry, 1726 15th Ave. N., Lake
Worth, FL 33460. (561) 533-3893

Rev. Curtis Holland, 1017 Southwood, Waco, TX
76712. (254) 776-5886

Rev. David Johnson, 902 Timberlane, Caldwell,
TX 77836. (979) 567-1838(h),
(979) 220-3822(c).

Dr. Larry Koslovsky, 4311 Fir Valley Drive,
Kingwood, TX 77345. lwkoslo@aol.com
(281) 328-2442 (off), (713) 594-4518 (c)

Rev. John Kueker, P.O. Box 325, Buckholts, TX
76518. (254) 605-0434

Rev. Milton Maly, 6703 FM 2502, Brenham, TX
77833.  (979) 277-2619 (c)

Rev. Joseph Polasek, P.O. Box 54, Snook, TX
77878, (979) 272-3059;
josephjpolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Thomas Tallas, 3829 Sandstone, San
Angelo, TX 76904. (325) 949-7543

Associate Pastor Dr. Jerry L. Terrill
jerryleeterrill@comcast.net

Rev. Ron Winsman, 3112 W. Ave. R, Temple, TX
76504. (254) 742-0827

DIRECTORY OF MINISTERS
PLEASE NOTE: In all future correspondence to Rev. Michael Groseclose and

the Nelsonville Brethren Church, please use the address
352 Nelsonville Church Rd., Bellville, TX 77418.

Pastor Larry Zabcik, 18 W. Zenith Ave.,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 718-3898
zabcikville@hot.rr.com

SUPPLY OR INACTIVE PASTORS
Rev. W. John Baletka (retired), P.O. Box 614,

Caldwell, TX 77836. (979) 567-4563
Rev. Gordon Hejl (retired), P.O. Box 426,

Granger, TX 76530. (512) 859-2652
Rev. William J. Hodge, 528 N. Post Oak Lane,

Houston, TX 77024. (713) 957-8294
Rev. Robert W. Janek, 261 Edinburg, San Angelo,

TX 76901. (325) 942-8515
Rev. Lawrence Junek, 3316 Lyle, Waco, TX

76708. (254) 714-2622
Rev. Eugene Kotrla, 4406 Antelope Trail, Temple,

TX 76504. (254) 774-7484
Dr. Mark L. Labaj, 3410 Meadow Creek Lane,

Temple, TX 76504. (254) 774-8179;
mlabaj@swbell.net

Rev. Albert Michalik (retired), 304 Thunder Valley
Trail, Georgetown, TX 78626. (512) 863-0832

Rev. Del Miller, 1710 West O.S.R.,  Caldwell, TX
77836.  (979) 567-7774 (h), (979) 220-0030 (c)

Rev. Al Newby, 2210 Forest Trail, Temple, TX
76502. (254) 778-1860

Rev. Kay Polasek, 1112 Sul Ross, Bryan, TX
77802. (979) 846-6561

Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, 19 Brandenberry Crt., The
Woodlands, TX 77381. (281) 433-7704 (cell);
email: WilliamR90@aol.com

Rev. Nello Strickland, 1006 Top Hill Drive,
Brenham, TX 77833. (979) 836-2609

Rev. Tony Taylor, P.O. Box 1680, Hilltop Lakes,
TX 77871. (936) 855-2563

UNDER CALL OF THE UNITY
Military Chaplaincy
CH (Maj) Daniel E. Husak 521 Elizabeth, Troy,

TX 76579. daniel.husak1@us.army.mil

MINISTERIAL STUDENTS
Steven Davis – sdejdavis@netscape.net (Seaton)
Ben Kruse – krusedadb@yahoo.com

(Westheimer)
David Love – dlove@suddenlink.net (Austin)
Denise Mikeska – dkaym@hot.rr.com (Seaton)
Mark Sebek – valsebek@hotmail.com (Ocker)

DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Jilova 4579
760 05 ZLIN
Czech Repubic
e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
2951 St. Claire Rd.
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
pbrmissions@qmail.com

Rob and Anne Thiessen
25 E. Camino Nacional
Tlalixtac de Cabrera
Oaxaca, MEXICO 68627
(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
e-mail: rvthiessen&yahoo.com

Michael and Caroline Woo
P.O. Box 27
Chiang Mai 50000
Thailand
e-mail: mcswoo@psmail.net
To access their pictures, go to
http://gallery.mac.com/woofamily

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE

President: Claren Kotrla, (512) 491-7802;
kotrla@flash.net

1st Vice President: Rev. Linda Chandler;
L77c@aol.com

2nd Vice President: Rev. Jim Heckman;
jimheckman@clergy.net

3rd Vice President: Rev. Joe Emerson;
sbcpastorjoe@yahoo.com

Secretary: Kathy Harrison, P.O. Box 593, Little
River-Academy, TX 76554. (254) 721-1815;
kathy5308@yahoo.com

Financial Secretary: Dewyan Weise, 6006 FM
Hwy 765, San Angelo, TX 76905;
HDWeise@sipnet.com

Treasurer: James Marek, 1304 T.H. Johnson
Drive, Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 352-6165;
james@cnbt.com

Ministerial Alternate: Rev. Michael Groseclose

Pastor to Pastors: Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Lay Alternate: Marvin Chlapek, P.O. Box 1163,
Caldwell, TX 77836. mjcarc@airplexus.com

Lay Members:
Austin – Claren Kotrla
BCS – Jim Baletka; TXNFish@aol.com
Buckholts – Dan Balusek, 1306 W. 1st St.,

Cameron, TX 76520.
Caldwell – Ron Dusek; rdusekdds@aol.com
Crosby – Chris Armstrong;

ChrisOSE203@aol.com
Cy-Fair – Roger Runnels; rogerhr@swbell.net
Dime Box – Jean Davis; jandwdav@verizon.net
Fayetteville/Industry – Jerry Marshall;

jerry@thepropertynote.com
Good Shepherd – Alfredo Wilson
Granger – Suzanne Huser; slh1952@gmail.com
Houston – Dorothy Hinson;

Dorothy.hinson@hotmail.com
Industry – Jerry Marshall;

jerry@thepropertynote.com
Nelsonville – Daniel Merz;

dan.merz@williams.com
New Tabor – Adelle Morehead;

Adelle.m.morehead@citi.com
Ocker – Kathy Harrison;

kathy53087@yahoo.com
Pasadena – Virginia Kovar;

brownsandra@hotmail.com
Rosenberg – Michael Pruett;

michael-pruett@sbcglobal.net
Seaton – Leonard Mikeska;

mikeskains@hot.rr.com
Snook – Rayfield Slovacek; joann@texasbb.com
Taylor – James Marek; james@cnbt.com
Temple – Ruth Rolston; Irolston@hot.rr.com
Wall – Dewyan Weise; hdweise@zipnet.us
Wesley – Janet Pomykal;

janetpomykal@yahoo.com
West – Dorothy Kocian; dekocian@yahoo.com
Westheimer – Ben Kruse;

zoonsfsed@consolidated.net

STATE BYF LEADERSHIP TEAM
2010-2011

Erin Brinkley, erinbrinkley@yahoo.com
Taylor Brinkley, taylorbrinkley@yahoo.com
Monique Duron, cutesi101@aol.com
Kathryn Laza, k laza14@tamu.edu
Erica Sebesta, guitargoalie93@yahoo.com
Chris Stauffer, Chris Stauffer011@gmail.com
Emily Surovik, emilysurovik@gmail.com
Ryan Surovik, ryansurovik@gmail.com
Riley Milberger, rileywayne93@hotmail.com

Adult Team
Jennifer Chervenka, SYC,

jennchervenka@farm-market.net
Bro. Bill Rinderknecht, Pastor,

williamr90@aol.com
Anna Wotipka, Treasurer,

awotipka58@yahoo.com
Angie Hairrell, hairrell@gmail.com
David Sebesta,

tractordavid@gmail.com
Megan Stauffer, Megan

Stauffer@baylor.edu
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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who which to research their family history or activities
that have taken place in our congregations and the denomina-
tion.  It would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal
Business Committee, to ask for financial support for the continu-
ation of this publication.
      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager,
Cathleen Schlechte (address inside front cover).  These donations
are tax deductible.


