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Outgoing President’s Report . . . Claren Kotrla
UNITY OVERVIEW

Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping Neighbors
Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged Funerals

• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

Bellville Sealy Wallis
865-3121 885-3535 478-6311

The Unity of the Brethren is at a
decision point, or a fork in the road
if you will. It may also
be considered that we are
reaching a tipping point.
In our history the Unity
in Texas has served as
not only a place of reli-
gions gathering, but a
place of socialization,
education, and solace in
times of difficulty. We were consid-
ered immigrants in a new land and
banded together for mutual support
in many ways. We wanted to main-
tain our Czech Heritage and to wor-
ship God in a familiar way. Our num-
bers at one time exceeded five thou-
sand members. Today it is around
two thousand. In addition to efforts
by our individual churches, we now
reach out to others with our home
and foreign mission programs, media
outreach efforts, and with our edu-
cation facility, Hus Encampment.

The good news is that as people
with a Czech Heritage we have as-

similated into this coun-
try known as America.
We aren’t hyphenated
Americans; we are Ameri-
cans. However, our think-
ing as a Denomination
has not completely fol-
lowed that reality. We still
often think of ourselves

as a denomination of Czechs rather
than a denomination of Americans
with a Czech Heritage. That thought
process has kept us from opening
our Denomination to other Ameri-
cans. However, as often happens in
any organization, we have individual
churches that are leading the way.
They are opening their doors to other
ethnic groups needing a place to
worship. Others have opened their
doors to non-Unity youth with posi-
tive results. In addition, we took a
major step as a denomination by sup-
porting a church plant at Cade Lake
which has no Czech heritage. This is
a major step in our decision point to
grow by focusing on sharing the
word of Christ with a group of
marginalized fellow Americans.

We will need to continue this ap-
proach if we are to grow by any
measure one wishes to use. We will
need to recognize that our country is
changing, and the way it interacts

HUS ENCAMPMENT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

2010-2011

Voting Members:
Chair: Rev. Whitney Amos (Syn. Com.)

618 N. 7th St., Temple, TX 76501.
C: (254) 913-5757. Chatney@aol.com

Treasurer: Marvin Chlapek (Syn. Com.
2007), P.O. Box 1163, Caldwell, TX
77836. (979) 272-9102;
mjcarc@sbcglobal.net

At-Large: Mark Olsen (Syn. Com. 2009)
C: (512) 630-5153; olsenmc@live.com

Member: Debbie Grimm (Chr. Sis.
2010) 1409 Stone Ridge Rd., Taylor,
TX 76574. C: (512) 718-2310;
mama_dgrimm@hotmail.com

Member: Connie Janac (Chr. Sis.
2010) 1002 Munson, College Station,
TX 77840. (979) 696-1953;
cjanac@st-joseph.org

Member: Kathryn Laza (BYF: 2009)
guardian.angel14@verizon.net;
k_laza4@tamu.edu

Member: Rev. Bill Rinderknecht
(FoHE: 2007); williamR90@aol.com

Non-Voting Appointments:
Programming Director: Kim Stewart,

(512) 932-9939; kcstew@austin.rr.com

Unity Youth Coordinator: Jennifer
Chervenka (Synodical Committee
Appointment), (254) 983-1002;
jennchervenka@farm-market.net

Facilities Manager(s): Jim and Dawn
Marie Baletka; txnfish@aol.com;
BaletkaD@navasotaisd.org

Caretakers: Robert  and Cathleen
Schlechte; (979) 324-5560,
(979)255-8266;
greesemonkey86@hotmail.com;
schlechte86@msn.com

Oversight of Synodical Committee: Rev.
Joe Emerson; sbcpastorjoe@yahoo.com
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OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53

Temple, Texas 76501
Preaching the Word, Loving the People

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor Elder Board President
Rev. Ron Winsman Sharon Marek

3112 W. Ave. R 23383 Milam Road
Temple, TX 76504 Burlington, TX 76519

(254) 742-0827 (254) 869-2845
ronwinsman@hotmail.com shadimar@vvm.com

Cemetery Youth Director
Sharon Marek Jennifer Chervenka

23383 Milam Road 9494 Big Elm Creek Rd.
Burlington, TX 76519 Rogers, TX 76569

(254) 869-2845 (254) 983-1002

WESTHEIMER COMMUNITY CHURCH

15635 Westheimer Road
Houston, Texas 77082

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Westheimercommunitychurch.org

5th Sunday – Holy Communion

AMOS ELECTRIC SUPPLY
COMPANY

LIGHT FIXTURES • APPLIANCES
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

(254) 778-4271
5120 S. General Bruce Dr., Temple, TX 76502

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Dr. Dawn Marie Baletka, DawnHayes@aol.com,
BaletkaD@navasotaisd.org
Mr. Chris Kelarek, ckelarek@rtg-texas.com
Ms. Kim Ulmer, kimulmer@mail.ecpi.com
Mr. Jon Farrow, jfarrow@hot.rr.com;
jfarrow@swmail.org
Dr. Larry Koslovsky, lkoslovsky@teleshare.net

socially is changing also. We will
need to understand that we live in a
world of social media like Twitter and
Facebook. We will need to look at
these changes in our society as new
opportunities to share the word of
Christ rather than threats to our be-
liefs. We will need to be bold in the
way we make changes to interest
youth in Christ. The way we learned
and socialized as Christians in our
youth isn’t the way of our youth
today. We have a choice to embrace
the youth in today’s reality with Christ
or push them away with our past
reality.

Our heritage is so rich that it can
serve as the base for Christian growth
in today’s reality. We belong to the
earliest group of people who yearned
to read and hear the words of the
Bible in our own language. Our his-
tory is rich in overcoming persecu-

tion, hardship, and difficulty to even-
tually have a new life in America and
to grow in our faith in God in our
new environment. We are facing a
new environment again, and if we
are to continue our growth and share
our belief in Christ we will have to
adapt and overcome our fear of new
ways of accomplishing things just
as our forbearers did. We will need
to share rather than conceal our
Christian beliefs in ways we didn’t
even know existed a decade ago.

Christians, we have an opportu-
nity to grow as a denomination at
this juncture or to die on the vine as
a fruit tree that doesn’t produce.
John 15 gives us guidance as to how
we need to proceed by saying: “He
cuts off every branch in me that
bears no fruit while every branch
that does bear fruit he prunes so
that it will be even more fruitful.”

Our decision point is to decide if we
wish to be cut off or be pruned for
the service of Christ.

Unity Accomplishments
A lot has been accomplished over

the past four years. Pastor Linda
Chandler, among some skepticism,
initiated the very successful Mis-
sion Festival where churches shared
their vision and action for mission
work. Thank you, Pastor Linda. James
Marek initiated efficient transfer of
funds and initiated the scholarship
fund within Mutual Aid. The first
scholarship was awarded this year
to Kathryn Laza from College Sta-
tion. Thank you, James, for those
contributions to the Unity.  Bro. Larry
and Marvin Arnold of Crosby brought

to us the opportunity perform local
mission work at Oak Island with our
youth. It was a major success carried
out independently by various con-
gregations and volunteers. Bro. Larry,
thanks for identifying that opportu-
nity for our youth.

We are fortunate to consider Chris-
tians from North Carolina joining the
Unity. They have a vibrancy that is
contagious. Their initial interest in
the Unity was based on our unwa-
vering statement of our belief in Christ
found on our web sites. Thank you,
Ben Polasek. After several phone calls
and emails, I asked Rev. Larry
Koslovsky to travel with me to North
Carolina and visit the people there. I
can’t tell you how important his knowl-
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THE BUCKHOLTS BRETHREN CHURCH
606 N. 4th Street

Buckholts, Texas 76518

Worship 9 AM Rev. Johnny Kueker
Study 10:30 AM P.O. Box 325
(No service on Buckholts, Texas 76518
fifth Sunday.) (254) 605-0434

edge and experience was during this
trip and our recommendation that
this group be welcomed into the Unity.
Thank you, Bro. Larry.

We now have wireless internet
service at Hus School thanks to the
willingness of the Synodical Com-
mittee to recognize the need and to
fund it.

Our annual fishing trip to Port
O’Connor continues to be a big hit
with our youth, and we appreciate
everyone who continues to give skill,
time, facilities, and boats for this
outing.

Among the dedications, we had
the dedication of the new Ocker Sun-
day School rooms and multi purpose
room Building, and more recently we
had the dedication of the Wall Fel-
lowship Hall and the rededication of
Fayetteville Church after its renova-
tions. These were major projects taken
on by these churches, and I trust
their efforts will bear fruit. There are
also other expansions and programs
completed by individual Unity
Churches.

We have also reached out to former
Unity churches, and I hope that the

Unity will continue to reach out to
them.

We now have four women pas-
tors, one woman in seminary, and
one ready to start seminary courses
this year. Pastor Linda Chandler was
the trail breaker. She was followed
by Rev. Whitney Amos, Rev. Kay
Polasek, and Rev. Vanessa Mitchell.
Ms. Denise Mikeska is finishing Semi-
nary and assisting at the Seaton
Brethren Church, and Ms. Michelle
Flippin is the Pastoral Intern at the
Taylor Brethren Church, who will
initiate seminary courses this year. It
is hard to believe, but even today
there are Christian organizations that
refuse to allow our female pastors to
serve with them in the Mission field.
We need to consider carefully our
relationship with those organizations.

With support from the Unity, the
Foreign Mission Board has helped
provide and install solar panels that
will provide electricity for the
Moravian Hospital in Ahuas Hondu-
ras. Our Home Mission Board is now
active and has initiatives to work
with our youth. We appreciate the
work of these two boards in sharing

the Gospel with others.
Church planting and Christian ser-

vice for the people at Cade Lake was
initiated by Rev. Heckman. Although
I have been told there are a number
of people who don’t favor this ef-
fort, my experience has been just the
opposite. It was overwhelmingly sup-
ported by the Synodical Committee.
Funds have been made available and
buildings have been moved on site
at Cade Lake where Bro. Jim is ac-
tively ministering. Thank you to both
Rev. Heckman and his wife, Dianne,
and to the Synodical Committee for
recognizing this need and providing
the opportunity for the Unity to step
up and take action in our own back
yard. This project is also providing
an opportunity for our youth and
others to participate in mission ac-
tivities. You will have the opportu-
nity to continue supporting Bro. Jim
in this Unity effort.

There are numerous other initia-
tives by individuals and individual
churches that are not mentioned here
but are important in sharing the Gos-
pel. To you all, the Unity is grateful.

CHRISTIAN SISTERS’ UNION
OFFICERS

President: Delores Kubala, 2109
Quail Cove, Taylor, TX 76574.
(512) 352-3823, (512) 971-2173.
d_kubala@yahoo.com

Vice President: Sharon Hohmann,
222 Crestwood Dr., San Angelo,
TX 76903. (325) 651-5884,
(325) 716-8034

Secretary: Georgia Tyroch, 2816
Country Lane Dr., Apt. #2102,
Temple, TX 76504.
(254) 773-5934, (254) 228-9227.
gtyroch@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Mary Kokes, 451 CR
369, Taylor, TX 76574.
(512) 365-7146, (512) 352-6423.
taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Financial Secretary: Ann Sebesta,
P.O. Box 115, Snook, TX 77878.
(979) 272-8691, (979) 272-8786.

Hus Encampment Rep.:

Debbie Grimm, 1409 Stone Ridge
Dr., Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 352-
8966, (512) 718-2310.
bfsinc@teonline.net

Connie Janac, 1002 Munson,
College Station, TX 77840.
(979) 587-0363, (979) 696-1953.

Unity Mission Board Rep: Sharon
Hohmann, 222 Crestwood Dr.,
San Angelo,TX 76903.
(325) 651-5884, (325) 716-8034.
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TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
512-352-6423

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor President Secretary

James D. Hejl Larry Kotrla Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-818-1504 M-Th 8:00 am-noon

This was the theme of the 64th
biennial convention held at New Ta-
bor Brethren Church in
early July. Not solely a
theme for the Conven-
tion, but a directive that
seems especially relevant
for the Unity of the Breth-
ren at this point in time.

Over the years many
Brethren have expressed
their ‘vision’ or “dream”
for the Unity. Many of these dreams
have included a focus on increased
membership  and detailed strategies
related to church growth. As a de-
nomination, we have for years wished
for more people. We have heard that
if we don’t grow, we will die. I, too, am
interested in growth in the Unity. I,
like many, want to see the Unity
continue so that those who come
after us can experience the rich bless-
ings the Unity has provided for more
than 600 years. I’m just not sure this
is best accomplished by adding more
members. I sense that God would
rather we draw closer to Him, growing

President’s Column . . . James Marek
Love God, Love One Another

in Him and let Him worry about num-
bers. Spiritual growth, sooner than

physical growth,  seems
more urgent at the junc-
ture. My hope, my prayer,
and my dream is for the
Unity to grow spiritually
through practicing Bibli-
cal precepts we frequently
overlook. Over the com-
ing months,  some of these
precepts will likely be

topics of discussion in this column.
To love God and love one another,

we need help. Divine Help! Jesus
instructed us to not just love those
that love us back. Jesus raised the bar
by saying love your enemies. In Mat-
thew 5:46 Jesus said “if you love
those who love you, what reward will
you get?” Are not even the tax collec-
tors doing that”?

Our world is filled with many un-
loved and unlovable people. Jesus
also said in Matthew 9:37-38, the
harvest is bountiful but the laborers
are few, ask the Lord of the harvest to

Thoughts about giving…
Remembering the Unity of the Brethren
or any of its ministries is a fitting
testimony of your belief. Your gift in a
will can be a legacy that continues to
affect the Christian values, mission, and
ministry that is important to you.

You can give without restrictions and let us use the
funds for the most pressing needs or you can specify
how, when, or where you want the funds used.

You can require that we hold the principle as an
endowment and use only the earnings each year.

You can give in memory or in the honor of someone.

Your gift can be contingent. The funds go to someone if
they survive you and if not, then to the Unity.

You can tell us now that you have named the Unity in
your will and allow us to express our gratitude…or
you can let it be known later.

There are many other ways to give. Contact any
Board of Grants and Bequests member about what
you can give and how you can give.

Guy Huffman . . .
cpaguy@cpaguy.com ph: (979) 567-4974

Frank McKay III . . .
mckayfrank@aol.com ph: (281) 424-5126

Ronald Dusek
rdusekdds@aol.com ph: (979) 567-3732

Dewyan Weise . . . ph: (325) 651-8550
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send out workers into the harvest
field. The church is called to the
harvest and to labor in love. Obvi-
ously this is easier said than done.
Our human nature can come up with
all sorts of reasons why we should
not love those we do not know or
with whom we have a hard time just
getting along. Too often, we choose
the path of the world – neglecting
those who are difficult to love.

Although we are told not to dwell
on how things were done in the past,
I think we can benefit by looking back
on the examples of our ancestors. Our
forefathers were people of deep faith
and seemed to have a deep concern
for their fellow man. In other words,
they loved God and loved one another.
I suspect their approach toward life
and dependence on God may have had
its roots in farm life. I am convinced
we would do well to reclaim this heri-
tage. Many of our forefathers grew up
on the farm. The farm was a place
where the individual sacrificed and
worked for the good of the family and
good of the community. In many re-
spects, the individual existed to serve
the greater good of the family and

family success depended on contribu-
tion of each family member. If a neigh-
bor needed help, the whole commu-
nity came together to provide the help.
If one suffered, all suffered, if one re-
joiced, all rejoiced. This was a living
example of “unity”. This is a far cry
from the times in which we find our-
selves today, where the individual is
elevated to new heights every day.
While I understand times have
changed and most of us no longer
experience the blessings of living on
a farm, selfless lifestyles such as these
have never been more needed. We as
the church have the privilege and re-
sponsibility of living lives that con-
sider God and our fellow man before
ourselves.

I encourage you to pray for the
harvest that Jesus spoke about. Pray
for the Unity. Pray that there will be
unity in the Unity. Pray for Unity
leaders, that we will be guided by the
Holy Spirit and will lead in accor-
dance with God’s plan for us as a
denomination. Pray that the Unity will
grow spiritually so that we will be
better equipped to serve and glorify
the Godhead, three in one.

SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 FM 2155/P.O. Box 247m Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone –  (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday School – 9:00 AM; Worship – 10:15 AM
Bible Buddies – 2nd Wednesday, 6:00-7:30 PM

Pastor Board of Elders President Youth Directors
Rev. Joseph Polasek Rayfield Slovacek Randall & Jonna See
4241 Blue Heron P.O. Box 267 P.O. Box 345
Bryan, TX 77807 Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878

(979) 779-3634 (979) 272-8845

Plans are being completed for the
October 7-9, 2011, Primetimers’ Re-
treat. This is an activity for adults of
all ages in the Unity of the Brethren
and their friends.

Some like to arrive Friday evening
to get settled in and enjoy an early
time of fellowship, various games
(dominos, chickenfoot, trivia, etc.)
and snacks. Others arrive in time for
breakfast around 8 a. m. Saturday.

The retreat theme is “Reaching
Out.” We will learn first hand of the
work in the Czech Republic from two
pastors just back from a trip there. We
will also hear about local outreach at
Cade Lake near Caldwell. A Saturday
afternoon special guest will be the
Apostle Paul (Phil Smith) sharing with
us the Book of Philippians. Other
Saturday activities will include devo-

tional time, icebreakers, and singing.
Good food, time for visiting and fel-
lowship and an early vesper service
are all part of Saturday’s schedule.

Many participants enjoy spending
all day Saturday and Sunday until
after lunch. If, however, you can come
only for Saturday, you will find the
experience rewarding by seeing old
friends, making new, ones and being
spiritually blessed.

Registrations have been sent to all
congregations. Information is also
available on the Unity website. The
cost remains $45 per person for the
weekend and $30 for Saturday only.
The deadline for registration is Sep-
tember 30. Send your registrations to:
Marvin and Alice Chlapek, P.O. Box
1163, Caldwell, Texas 77836. See you
at the retreat!!

17th Annual
Primetimers’ Retreat Notice

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203

Sunday School
9:30 AM

Sunday Worship
10:30 AM

Jim Heckman, Pastor
jimheckman@clergy.net

Welcome
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Seaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren Church
12561 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mail:  P.O. Box 4615, Temple, TX 76505
Church Phone:  254-985-2694

seatonbrethrenchurch@yahoo.com
Rev. Joe Emerson, Lead Pastor – sbcpastorjoe@yahoo.com

Denise Mikeska, Associate Pastor – sbcpastordenise@yahoo.com
Steve Davis, Youth Pastor – sbcpastorsteve@yahoo.com

Dolores Skrabanek, Board of Elders Chair

www.seatonbrethren.com

On Sunday, June 19, the Industry
Brethren Church dedicated new pew
Bibles. The blessing was given by
Rev. Nello Strickland of Brenham dur-
ing the regular worship service.

Fifty-one Bibles have been do-
nated by people in memory of, or in
honor of, loved ones. There will be
two Bibles per pew. In addition, there
is a Bible for the podium, the pulpit,
and the organist. These are the Good
News version with a black hard cover
that has “Industry Brethren Church”
imprinted on the front in gold. A label
is on the inside cover of each one

Industry Brethren Pew Bibles
- by Liz Treybig

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens

And so fulfill the Law of Christ.”
(Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID SOCIETY
Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President Guy E. Huffman,Treasurer
Calvin J. Vojtek, Vice-President Stanley F. Mrnustik, Junior Dept.
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. Secretary Dorothy Hinson, Board Member

…the Thiessens write

(Editor’s note: See the July/Au-
gust issue for the background to this
situation.)

Hello friends,
We have been traveling these last

two weeks, and so haven’t been re-
ally able to get out an update ’til now
on the persecution threatened out in
Cochoapa.

One of the Wycliffe translators in
the area did me the favor of calling
Isaul to find out the current status.
We thank God that the situation there
has been relative peaceful, with dif-
ferent sides to the power struggle
between local, state, and federal gov-
ernment putting off dates for meet-
ings, etc. It looks like the danger level
has subsided for now, with no reports
of outright violence yet.

There are some meetings still sched-
uled for later this month, which might
prove to be flashpoints, so keep these
Christians in your prayer, please.

Blessings, Robert.

In Christ’s Love . . . from the Mission Field
Unity-Supported Missionaries visit
the Houston Brethren Church...

- by John David Skrivanek

Phil and Dr. Eunice Raiford

Members of the Houston Brethren
Church were honored to have as
special guests Unity Missionaries from
Mexico worshipping with them on
Sunday, June 12. They included Rob
and Anne Thiessen with children Ruth
and Philip, and Phil and Dr. Eunice
Raiford. Claren Kotrla, President of
the Synodical Committee, and his
wife, Jean, of Austin also attended.
Rev. Adolfo Gonzales from the Good

indicating for whom, and by whom, it
was donated. This will allow every-
one to be reading from the same Bible
during worship services.

Everyone was enthused about the
Bibles and eagerly followed Rev.
Strickland’s reading on that Sunday
morning. In addition, people brought
pictures of their fathers that Sunday
(Father’s Day) and came forward to
talk about them. Afterward, the pic-
tures were displayed on the table for
everyone to look at…it was a wonder-
ful way to pay tribute to fathers.

ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service –

A Payne Family Tradition”
West, Texas
254/826-5321

Brighter Vision
Tammy Pechal, Joe & Christi Emerson

Bringing Glory to God in Song
Contact Pastor Joe Emerson
(254) 931-1653 for booking

Relax in Port O’Connor at Kotrla’s Coastal Retreat!

Reservations:  Contact Valerie at 361-920-4663, or Valerie@tigrett.com
Oh Yes – GREAT FISHING, too!
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WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas
Home: 325-949-7543 Cell: 656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@verizon.net
Church: rev.tjt@zipnet.us

www.wallbrethrenchurch.org

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Youth Director Secretary
Dewyan Weise Susan & Bryan Neal Johnie Smith
325-651-8550 325-949-5259 Tu-F-8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Shepherd Moravian Church in Port
Arthur came with members of that
church’s Christian band and singers
to perform several numbers during
the services. Sixty Houston Brethren
Church members and guests enjoyed
a bountiful lunch afterward and heard
more entertainment from the Port Arthur
ensemble.

Claren Kotrla commented on the
Unity missionaries we support and
the upcoming 64th Convention of the
Unity of the Brethren, which was
scheduled at the New Tabor Brethren
Church July 7-9. Then Dorothy Hinson,
the Houston Board President, intro-
duced the Thiessens and the Raifords.

Phil Raiford spoke at length about
his journey into missionary service
from his North Carolina roots. His
theme was “The Good Samaritan”,
following the teaching of Jesus. He
noted that it’s not just about helping
a neighbor, but being a neighbor,
living and working with the unreached,
but not creating a dependency.

Rob Thiessen spoke about the
importance of mentoring new workers
and the essential of having knowl-
edgeable trainees. It was a ruminative
time listening to these dedicated indi-
viduals as they spoke of their love for
Christ and their efforts to reach all
those in the southern parts of Mexico
who are unaware of the Kingdom of
God and His loving grace, faithful-
ness, forgiveness, and salvation. “Go
ye, therefore, and teach all nations…”

HOME MISSIONS BOARD
Alton Urbanovsky – (No email address)
Angie Hairrell – hairrell@gmail.net
Ben Kruse – KRUSEDADB@yahoo.com
Steve Davis – sdejdavis@netscape.net
Denise Mikeska – dkaym@hot.rr.com
Dorothy Hinson – dorothy.hinson@hotmail.com

FOREIGN MISSION BOARD

Chairman (2007)(2009):
David Miller (2005), (2003), 3693

Blumentritt Road, San Angelo, TX
76905. (325) 651-7597;
dm103157@hotmail.com

Unity Representatives:
Kent Laza (2007)(2009), 1358 Apricot

Glenn, College Station, TX 77845.
(979) 690-7608; kent.laza@verizon.net

Joyce Baletka (2007)(2009)(2004-C.S.),
P.O. Box 614, Caldwell, TX 77836.
(979) 567-4563;
jlbaletka@peoplepc.com

Marvin Chlapek (2009), PO Box 1163,
Caldwell, TX 77836. (979) 272-9102;
mjcarc@airplexus.com

Board of Christian Education Rep.:
Charlie Groseclose (2009), 358 State

Hwy. 53, Rosebud, TX 76570. (254)
583-4160; cmrag@aol.com

Christian Sisters Representatives:
Sharon Hohmann (2008)(2010), 222

Crestwood Dr., San Angelo, TX
76903. (325) 651-5884

BYF Representative:
Mary Jones (2009), PO Box 2112, Wall,

TX 76957. (325) 651-4623;
gkjones@wcc.net

Synodical Committee Liason:
Rev. Linda Chandler (2007)(2009),

13108 North Ridge Circle, Leander,
TX 78641. (512) 203-7293;
L77c@aol.com

ADVISORY MEMBERS
Rev. Milton & Jean Maly
Rev. Lawrence & Barbara Junek
Ray & Laurie Griggs
Jill Miller

CURRENT MISSIONARIES
Robert & Anne Thiessen
Michael & Caroline Woo
Phil & Eunice Raiford
Pastor Pavel & Stana Kozak

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Low Cost Funeral Insurance
Phone 361-798-3271

State Youth Leadership Team
2011-2012

Youth Members:
Erin Brinkley, 119 CR 3000, Lott, TX

76656.  erinbrinkley@yahoo.com
Taylor Brinkley-Registration Manager, 119

CR 3000, Lott, TX 76656.
taylordbrinkley@yahoo.com

Monique Duron - Secretary, 1613
Southwest Pkwy, College Station,
TX 77840. cutesi101@aol.com

Erika (Rikki) Sebesta, P.O. Box 956,
Bellville, TX 77418
guitargoalie93@yahoo.com

Chris Stauffer - President, 9206
Sunlake Court, College Station, TX
77845.
Chris Stauffer011@gmail.com

Lanie Watts, P.O. Box 645, Little River, TX
76554. x3lsw1110@yahoo.com

Representative to Mission Board:
Mary Jones, P.O. Box 212, Wall, TX

76957. marystoked@gmail.com

Advisors:
Angie Harrell, 11482 FM 2155,

Somerville, TX 77879.
Hairrell@gmail.com

Kathryn Laza, 16858 Apricot Glen,
College Station, TX 77845. k
laza14@tamu.edu

David Sebesta, P.O. Box 956, Bellville,
TX 77418. tractordavid@gmail.com

Megan Stauffer, 9206 Sunlake Court,
College Station, TX 77845. Megan
Stauffer@baylor.edu

Anna Wotipka, Treasurer, 652 CR 324,
Caldwell, TX 77836.
awotipka58@yahoo.com

State Youth Coordinator:
Jennifer Chervenka, 9494 Big Elm

Creek Rd., Rogers, TX 76569.
jennchervenka@farm-market.net

Pastoral Advisor:
Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, 19

Brandenberry Court, The Wood-
lands, TX 77381.
williamr90@aol.com

The Rosenberg Brethren Church
5220 Reading Road

Rosenberg, TX 77471
(281) 342-3060

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Eve. 5:30 PM

Prayer Service and Bible Study

Bro. Larry Butcher
3030 Prescott, Houston, TX 77025

(713) 299-4813 (Home)
Youth Minister: Debbie Gloria
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CNC & Manual Machining Welding – Fabricating – Repair
Custom Manufacturing CNC Torch Cutting

Taylor Iron-Machine Works, Inc.
208 Bland St. P.O. Box 188 Taylor, TX 76574

(512) 352-3646 Metro: (512) 365-3648 Fax: (512) 365-8845

FROM THE STATE YOUTH COORDINATOR…

FAITH IN ACTION YOUTH MISSION VENTURE

 A few youth teamed up for a few days
to serve together and reach out to
those in need. Mission projects for the
Cade lake area included picking up
trash, painting a wall, putting together
and filling bookcases, and repairing
chairs for the sanctuary. The youth
team also served at Caldwell Brethren
Church Vacation Bible School during
the week. They prepared desserts for
each evening, and served as group

leaders for children.  A special thank you to those who made donations
for this endeavor.

SUMMER RETREAT 2011

The Summer Retreat, Convention, and Volleyball tournament held
Friday, July 21-24, was a great success. Thank you to all who came
out and supported the youth. Volleyball winners: 1st place – Wall A;
2nd place – New Tabor, Crosby, Granger; 3rd place – Taylor A; 4th
place – Wesley, Nelsonville A. For a full report, visit
www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.com.

FALL RETREAT COMING

The State Youth Fall Retreat will be held November 18-20! Registra-
tions will be due on October 30. Watch for more details! The fall
retreat is being coordinated by Mrs. Jenn, Angie Hairrell, Erin Brinkley,
Taylor Brinkley, and Lanie Watts.

Sunday School Island

• Send all suggestions/questions/ideas to
hairrell@gmail.com

See the Unity of the Brethren website for the
online version!

Our Bible Verse is Romans 10:13
Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be
saved.

Salvation. Our decision to accept
Jesus as our Lord and Savior is the
single most important decision we
will or ever made in our entire life.
Sin separates us from God and the
only way to bridge that gap is
through Jesus. Even young children
can begin to understand the
message of salvation. It begins with
small steps – belief that God is real even though we cannot
see Him, belief that God loves us, and the idea that sin is
real. These small steps in faith lay the groundwork early.
These small building blocks prepare a child’s heart for the
message of salvation. The lessons this month will focus on
preparing a child’s heart with these foundational beliefs.

The ABC’s of Salvation
A: ADMIT you are a sinner and ASK forgiveness
B: BELIEVE in Jesus as your Savior and BECOME a child of God.
C: CONFESS that Jesus is Lord and CHOOSE to follow Him daily.
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Brethren Book Store
401 S. Main

Caldwell, TX 77836
979-567-7203

Diane Heckman, Manager

Sunday School
Teacher’s

Easy Button

Do you Believe?

Materials: Pictures of the moon,
Christmas presents, and a heart.

Show the picture of the moon
and ask, “Do you believe the
moon has rocks? Do you believe
man landed on the moon?
Show the picture of the gifts and
ask, “Do you believe there is
something nice in the present?”
Show the picture of the heart and
ask, “Do you believe you have a
heart inside your body? Do you
believe it is the right size?”

Explain we believe many things even though we cannot see
them. Although we cannot see God, we believe He is real and
He loves us.  He loves us so much that He gave His son Jesus.

A Little Bit of Sin

Materials: Cake mix, eggs, oil, water, dog food.

Mix up the cake according to the package directions. As you
add each ingredient, talk to the kids about adding a LITTLE BIT
of each ingredient. Then tell kids you are going to add a
LITTLE BIT of dog food. A LITTLE BIT won’t ruin it, will it?
Explain that sin is like the dog food. You might think it is only
a little bit, but even a little bit in your life can mess things up.
Explain that Jesus died for our sins – big and small.

Teen Cabana

For this lesson you will need:
Flour, loaf of unsliced bread, a glass, a gingerbread cookie
cutter, green and red food coloring

In the beginning, a long, long time ago, God created man. He
made man from dust in the ground (pick up some flour in your
hand, and blow it into the air), and poof! Man was created.
(Hold up loaf of bread). Now let’s pretend that this loaf of
bread represents all of mankind. Now, let’s talk about you.
(Slice off a piece of bread) God created you. A long time ago,
sin came into this world, and messed up everything. (Use the
glass to cut a circle out of the center of the slice of bread.)
Now, in every person, there is a hole. The only thing that can
fill that hole is Jesus. But some people don’t know that. They
feel this hole in them, and try to fix it with other things. Some
people try to use another person to fill the hole. (Use the
gingerbread man to cut into another piece of bread and make a
person shape. Try to make the person fit into the circle hole in
the first slice of bread. It doesn’t fit.) Some people try to get a
boyfriend, or girlfriend to make them feel loved and accepted.
But it doesn’t work. The hole is still there. (Cut out a rectangle
shape of bread, to represent money. Use the green food color-
ing to draw a dollar sign on it.) Some people try to use money
to fill the hole. (Try to put the money into the circle hole) But
it doesn’t work. There is only one thing that can fill the hole.
(Use the red food coloring to draw a cross on the circle.) Jesus
is the only one that can fill the hole in your life. You can try all
different things, but they won’t fit. People were made to have
God in their life, but when sin came along, it wrecked every-
thing. Jesus fixed the problem by dying on the cross, but now
it is up to you to put the right piece of the puzzle back into
your life. All you have to do is ask Jesus to be there!
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Annual Christian Sisters Bazaar, 2nd Saturday in September
The Rosenberg Brethren Church

Christian Sisters
5220 Reading Road, Rosenberg, Texas 77471

DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for September 2011

Dorothy E. Kocian

1. The Lord said, “You will remember
to obey all My commandments and
will be consecrated to your God.”
Num. 15:40

2. “I am the Lord your God.” Num. 15:41
3. You who know Him, trust in the

Lord. He is your help and shield.
Ps. 115:11

4. The Lord says, “But for you who
revere my name, the sun of
righteousness will rise with healing
in its wings.” Mal. 4:2

5. Above all else, guard your heart
for it is the wellspring of life.
Prov. 4:23

6. Blessed is the one who finds
wisdom, the person who gains
understanding. Prov. 3:13

7. Let love and faithfulness never
leave you. Prov. 3:3

8. Do not let your heart envy sinners,
but always be in reverence of the
Lord. Prov. 23:17

9. Lord, better is one day in Your
courts than a thousand anywhere
else. Ps. 84:10

10. “Because he loves me,” says the
Lord, “I will rescue him; I will
protect him for he acknowledges
My name. Ps. 91:14

11. Do not set foot on the path of the
wicked or walk in the way of evil
men. Prov. 4:14

12. Honor the Lord with your wealth.
Prov. 3:9

13. Wisdom is supreme; therefore, get
wisdom. Though it cost all you
have, get understanding. Prov. 4:7

14. Hold on to instruction, do not let it
go; guard it well, for it is your life.
Prov. 15:16

15. Better a little with the fear of the
Lord than great wealth with turmoil.
Prov. 15:16

16. A cheerful look brings joy to the
heart, and good  news gives
health to the bones. Prov. 15:30

17. The Lord is near to all who call on
Him in truth. Ps. 145:18

18. Teach me your way, O Lord; lead
me  in a straight path. Ps. 27:11

19. When pride comes, then comes
disgrace, but with humility comes
wisdom. Prov. 11:2

20. A word aptly spoken is like apples
of gold in settings of silver.
Prov. 25:11

21. A prudent man keeps his
knowledge to himself, but the heart
of fools blurts out folly. Prov. 12:23

22. Do not let your mouth lead you
into sin. Ecc. 5:6

23. Make it your ambition to lead a
quiet life, to mind your own
business and to work. 1 Thes. 4:11

24. Like a muddied spring or a
polluted well is a righteous man
who gives way to the wicked.
Prov. 25:26

25. A good name is more desirable
than great riches; to be esteemed
is better than silver or gold.
Prov. 22:1

26. Fear of man will prove to be a
snare, but whoever trusts in the
Lord is kept safe. Prov. 29:25

27. A fool gives full vent to his anger,
but a wise man keeps himself
under control. Prov. 29:11

28. Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become
angry. James 1:19

29. Man’s anger does not bring about
the righteous life that God desires.
James 1:20

30. Humility and the fear of the Lord
bring wealth and honor and life.
Prov. 22:4

GUY E. HUFFMAN, CPA
Tax & Financial Services Since 1981

979/567-4974
108 N. Main St., Caldwell, TX 77836

Website: www.cpaguy.com
*Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Servicessm,

Advisory services offered through H.D. Vest Advisory Servicessm,
Non-bank subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Company

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 – (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. – Church Service 10:30 a.m.

For information please contact one of the following:

Dorothy Hinson John David Skrivanek
President Secretary

7331 Misty Morning Lane  P.O. Box 1605
Humble, TX 77346 Bellaire, TX 77402

(281) 620-0480 (713) 626-0522

A Perfect Gift For Yourself or Others
It’s Your Family Story

Invitation to Cat Spring: From European Tyranny to Freedom to Civil War
Prize-winning Historical Novel concerning the Moravian Brethren who

Immigrated to Texas in the mid 1850’s
Autographed copies available from the author, Mary Frances Chupick Bennett

303 Riverhill Blvd. - Kerrville, Texas 78028 - 830-896-1680
jbbmfcb@ktc.com     www.invitationtocatspring

Single copies $19.99 + mailing and handling.
For priority mail anywhere in the US add $6.51, Total $26.50

Inquire about multiple copies, media mail, and parcel post to your address
Available online from book stores or from publisher AuthorHouse.

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com
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CY-FAIR COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Unity of the Brethren)

Worship – 10:45 A.M.
Sunday School – 9:30 A.M.

Pastors:
Rev. Henry Beseda 12915 Cypress North Houston

(979) 567-7033 P.O. Box 0233
Rev. Rick Chandler Cypress, TX  77410-0233

 (281) 355-1474
Church Phone – (281) 955-1655 President: Rev. Henry Beseda

To communicate with the Hus Encampment . . .
. . . regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:

Dawn Marie Baletka
600 Benchmark Drive

College Station, TX 77845
 (979) 777-9940 or (979) 693-2710

BaletkaD@navasotaisd.org
*This must be done well in advance.

Call us if you have questions
about naming your church
or a Unity of the Brethren

agency as a beneficiary
in an existing or new

SPJST insurance certificate.

SPJST
520 NorthMain Street
Temple, Texas 76501

(800) 727-7578
www.spjst.org

Membership
Benefits

• Life Insurance
• Annuities
• Home Loans
• Family Activities
• Community Involvement
• Youth Activities and Camp
• Scholarships
• Vestnik weekly newspaper

Insuring & Enriching Lives

A fraternal benefit society
serving Texans

and their families
for 112 years.

Mutual Aid Society – Listing of Local Secretaries’

Addresses and Phone Numbers

Granger #1: Angie Malicoat, PO
Box 362, Granger, TX 76530,
512-859-2837

Taylor #3: Marie Ann Ripple, 2302
Heights Blvd, Taylor, TX 76574,
512-365-6916

West #4: Dorothy Kocian, 107
South Barbara Street, Waco, TX
76705, 254-799-5331,
dekocian@yahoo.com

Fayetteville #5: Sandra Stepan,
PO Box 145, Fayetteville, TX
78940, 979-378-4167,
sandrainaustin@yahoo.com

Dime Box #6: Olga Brinkman,
2302 E. Mercer’s Landing,
Bryan, TX 77808, 979-731-8681

Snook #7: Marie Shelfer, Box 138,
Snook, TX 77878, 979-272-
8100, shelfer@tamu.edu

Ocker #8: Doris Svoboda, 109
Friendship Ln, Temple, TX
76501-9614, 254-742-1405

Dallas #10: **Natalie Outlaw, 7575
Wixon Road, Bryan, TX 77808-
8085, 979-589-2012,
natalieoutlaw@yahoo.com

Cooks Point #12: Patsy Albright,
2105 Rivendell, Bryan, TX
77807-4812, 979-779-8463

New Tabor #13: Evelyn Henry, PO
Box 336, Caldwell, TX 77836-
0336, 979-567-4397

Nelsonville #14: Peggy Peschel,
8000 Hwy 159 W, Bellville, TX
77418, 979-865-5095

Seaton #16: Joyce Skrabanek,
7157 FM 2086, Temple, TX
76501, 254-984-2283

Sealy #17: Esther Breeden, 1505
E 27th, Bryan, TX 77802-1318,
979-779-3835

Wesley #18: Mary Surovik, 2530 S
Berlin Rd, Brenham, TX
77833-2048, 979-251-7485

Temple #20: Irene Marek, 2900
Pecan Valley Drive, Temple, TX
76502, 254-778-2120

Rosenberg #21: Virginia Macik,
1209 Tobola, Rosenberg, TX
77471, 281-342-8802

Westheimer #22: Daniel W.
Psencik, 1216 Damon Street,
Rosenberg, TX 77471,
979-793-6783

Houston #23: Dorothy Hinson,
7331 Misty Morning Dr., Humble,
TX 77346, 281-620-0480

Wall #25: Sharon J. Hohmann,
222 Crestwood Drive, San
Angelo, TX 76903-9106,
325-651-5884

Caldwell #27: Guy Huffman, PO
Box 216, Caldwell, TX 77836,
979-567-7089,
cpaguy@cpaguy.com

Crosby #28: Gisela Gaeke, PO
Box 599, Crosby, TX 77532,
281-426-5506

Placedo #30: Dorothy Elsik, PO
Box 1054, Victoria, TX 77902,
361-575-2298

Robstown #31: Annette Korff, 1207
Baker, Robstown, TX 78380,
361-387-5241

Austin #32: Doris Boriski, 17111
Oak Cliff Circle, Dripping
Springs, TX  78620-2527,
512-264-2273

Pasadena #33: Betty Orsag, 5118
Coventry Ct, Friendswood, TX
77546-3001, 281-482-1501

B/CS #34: Natalie Outlaw, 7575
Wixon Road, Bryan, TX 77808-
8085, 979-589-2012,
natalieoutlaw@yahoo.com

**Position currently filled by Admin-
istrative Board members
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Schedule and Details of Upcoming Unity Activities

New Tabor – Sunday School at 9:30 AM &
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday,
“Tune Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. Dave Johnson

Ocker – worship at 10:15 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School at 9 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Ron Winsman

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
Bible Study at 7:30 PM on Wednesday.
– Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, supply pastor

Rosenberg –
Sundays: Adult Bible Study and Sunday

School for children at 9:00 AM; worship
at 10:30 AM.

Wednesdays: 5:30 PM, Dinner; 6:30 PM,
Bible Study; 6:50 PM, Prayer Meeting.

– Bro. Larry Butcher

Seaton –
Sunday, 9:15 AM – Sunday School, All

Ages; 10:30 AM – Worship Celebration
Service.

Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kid’s NITE Out
and Priority ONE Youth (BYF), Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Joe Emerson

Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;
Worship – 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – worship at 10:15 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. James Hejl

Temple – Sunday School at 9:30 AM.,
Worship at 10:45 AM.

– Pastor Larry Zabcik

Vsetin –
Worship at 10:00 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (for all ages) at
9:30 AM; worship at 10:45 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School follows.

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9:00 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Curtis Holland

Westheimer Community – 9:30 AM,
Christian Education; 10:30 AM,
Worship, with Holy Communion every
5th Sunday.

– Visiting Ministers

Austin – Bible Study at 10:00 AM
Austin – Worship at 11:00 AM.

– Rev. Linda Chandler

Bryan-College Station – worship at
9:00 AM every Sunday.

– Visiting Ministers

Buckholts – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker

Caldwell – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.
Bible Study on Tuesday at 10:30 AM.

– visiting ministers

Crosby –  9:00 AM: Worship
10:00 AM: Faith Adventure

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Cy-Fair Community Church – worship at
10:45 AM every Sunday.

1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays – Rev. Rick
Chandler

2nd & 4th Sundays – Rev. Henry Beseda
– Rev. Henry Beseda

Dime Box – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Jim Heckman

Fayetteville – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– visitinng ministers

Good News Fellowship Church of West
Palm Beaches – worship at 1:00 PM every
Sunday at First Presbyterian Church,
Boynton Springs, Florida.

– Rev. James Henry

Good Shepherd Moravian – worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger – worship services every Sunday at
9:00 AM; Sunday School at 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Whitney Amos and
Rev. Charles Amos

Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– 1st & 2nd Sunday, Dr. Jerry Terrill
3rd & 4th Sunday, Pastor Mark Sebek

Industry – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday with Sunday School for all
ages following.

– visiting ministers

Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9:00 AM
Nelsonville – Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Temple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren Church
2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502

(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759
tbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.com

Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Pastor Larry ZabcikPastor Larry ZabcikPastor Larry ZabcikPastor Larry ZabcikPastor Larry Zabcik
Worship:Worship:Worship:Worship:Worship: 10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m. (254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898

zabcikvi l le@hot.rr.comzabcikvi l le@hot.rr.comzabcikvi l le@hot.rr.comzabcikvi l le@hot.rr.comzabcikvi l le@hot.rr.com

October 7-9: Primetimers’ Retreat at the Hus Encampment (see detailed
notice this issue).
October 22:  Fall meeting of the Synodical Committee at the Hus School
Encampment.
November 18-20: State Fall Youth Retreat.

VITAL STATISTICS

RECENT WEDDINGS

BACA-MICHALKA. Kyle Wade Michalka and
Janet Nicole Baca were joined in marriage at
the Seaton Brethen Church on Saturday,
May 13, 2011. Minister: Rev. Joe Emerson.

PECHAL-RYAN. Ty Mason Ryan and Amber
Danielle Pechal were joined in marriage at the
Church of the Visitation in Westphalia,
Texas, on Saturday, June 25, 2011. Ministers:
Deacon Bill Semetana and Rev. Joe Emerson.

RECENT DEATHS

VASUT, ESTELLA, age 92 and a member of
the Fayetteville Brethren Church, died July
2, 2011, in Columbus. She was born in
Fayetteville on October 7, 1918, and was
married to Edward Vasut on August 7, 1938.
Mrs. Vasut is survived by three sons, a sister,
four grandchildren, and three great-grand-
children. Services were on July 5, 2011, at
the Fayetteville Brethren Church with burial
in the Forest Park Westheimer Cemetery in
Houston. Ministers: Vanessa Mitchell and
Milton Maly.

In God’s Hands Ministry
P. O. Box 321

Caldwell, TX 77836
979-574-7134

Everyday Ministries to Meet Everyday Needs
A Home Mission Work to Cade Lake and Burleson County
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FULL TIME PASTORS
Rev. Charles Amos, 618 N. 7th Street, Temple,

TX 76501. (254) 742-2629
Rev. Whitney Amos, 618 N. 7th Street, Temple,

TX 76501. (254) 742-2629
Rev. Henry Beseda, P.O. Box 516, Caldwell, TX

77836. (979) 567-7033
Bro. Larry Butcher, 3030 Prescott, Houston, TX

77025. (713) 669-9381 (h),
(800) 941-4892 (pager)

Rev. Linda Von Chandler, 13108 North Ridge
Circle, Leander, TX 78641.
(512) 267-4826 (h), (512) 267-4655 (ch)

Rev. Joe Emerson, Seaton Brethren Church,
P.O. Box 4615, Temple, TX 76505-4615.
(254) 791-0420 (h), (254) 985-2694 (off)

Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez, 3913 Brinkman Drive,
Port Arthur, TX 77642. (409) 982-4657

Rev. Michael Groseclose, 352 Nelsonville
Church Rd., Bellville, TX 77418.
(979) 865-3026

Rev. Jim Heckman, 9849 PR 1015, Rockdale,
TX 76567. (979) 739-1393 and leave
message if I don’t answer. Then try a 2nd
number, (979) 200-0513.

Rev. James D. Hejl, 309 Cherrywood Circle,
Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 365-6890

Rev. James Henry, 1726 15th Ave. N., Lake
Worth, FL 33460. (561) 533-3893

Rev. Curtis Holland, 1017 Southwood, Waco, TX
76712. (254) 776-5886

Rev. David Johnson, 902 Timberlane, Caldwell,
TX 77836. (979) 567-1838(h),
(979) 220-3822(c)

Dr. Larry Koslovsky, 4311 Fir Valley Drive,
Kingwood, TX 77345. lwkoslo@aol.com
(281) 328-2442 (off), (713) 594-4518 (c)

Rev. John Kueker, P.O. Box 325, Buckholts, TX
76518. (254) 605-0434

Rev. Milton Maly, 6703 FM 2502, Brenham, TX
77833.  (979) 277-2619 (c)

Rev. Joseph Polasek, P.O. Box 54, Snook, TX
77878, (979) 272-1624;
josephjpolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Thomas Tallas, 3829 Sandstone, San
Angelo, TX 76904. (325) 949-7543

Associate Pastor Dr. Jerry L. Terrill
jerryleeterrill@comcast.net

Rev. Ron Winsman, 3112 W. Ave. R, Temple, TX
76504. (254) 742-0827

Pastor Larry Zabcik, 18 W. Zenith Ave., Temple,
TX 76501. (254) 718-3898
zabcikville@hot.rr.com

DIRECTORY OF MINISTERS
PLEASE NOTE: In all future correspondence to Rev. Michael Groseclose and

the Nelsonville Brethren Church, please use the address
352 Nelsonville Church Rd., Bellville, TX 77418.

SUPPLY OR INACTIVE PASTORS
Rev. W. John Baletka (retired), P.O. Box 614,

Caldwell, TX 77836. (979) 567-4563
Rev. Gordon Hejl (retired), P.O. Box 426,

Granger, TX 76530. (512) 859-2652
Rev. William J. Hodge, 528 N. Post Oak Lane,

Houston, TX 77024. (713) 957-8294
Rev. Robert W. Janek, 261 Edinburg, San Angelo,

TX 76901. (325) 942-8515
Rev. Lawrence Junek, 3316 Lyle, Waco, TX

76708. (254) 714-2622
Rev. Eugene Kotrla, 4406 Antelope Trail, Temple,

TX 76504. (254) 774-7484
Dr. Mark L. Labaj, 3410 Meadow Creek Lane,

Temple, TX 76504. (254) 774-8179;
mlabaj@swbell.net

Rev. Albert Michalik (retired), 304 Thunder Valley
Trail, Georgetown, TX 78626. (512) 863-0832

Rev. Del Miller, 1710 West O.S.R.,  Caldwell, TX
77836.  (979) 567-7774 (h), (979) 220-0030 (c)

Rev. Vanessa Lucia Mitchell, 2070 Carter Lake
Drive, College Station, TX 77845. Cell: (979)
574-0268; email: lajoiededieu@gmail.com

Rev. Al Newby, 2210 Forest Trail, Temple, TX
76502. (254) 778-1860

Rev. Kay Polasek, 1112 Sul Ross, Bryan, TX
77802. (979) 846-6561

Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, 8787 Shenandoah Park
Drive, Apt. 634, Shenandoah, TX 77385.
(281) 433-7704 (cell);
email: WilliamR90@aol.com

Rev. Nello Strickland, 1006 Top Hill Drive,
Brenham, TX 77833. (979) 836-2609

Rev. Tony Taylor, P.O. Box 1680, Hilltop Lakes,
TX 77871. (936) 855-2563

UNDER CALL OF THE UNITY
Military Chaplaincy
CH (MAJ) Daniel Husak, PSC 303 Box 75, APO

AP 96204. daniel.husak1@us.army.mil

MINISTERIAL STUDENTS
Steven Davis – sdejdavis@netscape.net (Seaton)
Ben Kruse – krusedadb@yahoo.com

(Westheimer)
David Love – dlove@suddenlink.net (Austin)
Denise Mikeska – dkaym@hot.rr.com (Seaton)
Mark Sebek – valsebek@hotmail.com (Ocker)

Unity Archivist
Clint Machann

c-machann@tamu.edu
979-696-1360 or 979-845-4898

DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Jilova 4579
760 05 ZLIN
Czech Repubic
e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
2951 St. Claire Rd.
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
pbrmissions@qmail.com

Rob and Anne Thiessen
25 E. Camino Nacional
Tlalixtac de Cabrera
Oaxaca, MEXICO 68627
(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
e-mail: rvthiessen&yahoo.com

Michael and Caroline Woo
P.O. Box 27
Chiang Mai 50000
Thailand
e-mail: mcswoo@psmail.net
To access their pictures, go to
http://gallery.mac.com/woofamily

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE

President: Claren Kotrla, (512) 491-7802;
kotrla@flash.net

1st Vice President: Rev. Linda Chandler;
L77c@aol.com

2nd Vice President: Rev. Jim Heckman;
jimheckman@clergy.net

3rd Vice President: Rev. Joe Emerson;
sbcpastorjoe@yahoo.com

Secretary: Kathy Harrison, P.O. Box 593, Little
River-Academy, TX 76554. (254) 721-1815;
kathy53087@yahoo.com

Financial Secretary: Dewyan Weise, 6006 FM
Hwy 765, San Angelo, TX 76905;
hdweise@zipnet.us

Treasurer: James Marek, 1304 T.H. Johnson
Drive, Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 352-6165;
james@cnbt.com

Ministerial Alternate: Rev. Michael Groseclose

Pastor to Pastors: Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Lay Alternate: Adelle Morehead.
adelle.m.morehead@citi.com

Lay Members:
Austin – Claren Kotrla
BCS – Jim Baletka; TXNFish@aol.com
Buckholts – Dan Balusek, 1306 W. 1st St.,

Cameron, TX 76520.
Caldwell – Ron Dusek; rdusekdds@aol.com
Crosby – Chris Armstrong;

ChrisOSE203@aol.com
Cy-Fair – Roger Runnels; rogerhr@swbell.net
Dime Box – Jean Davis; jandwdav@verizon.net
Fayetteville/Industry – Jerry Marshall;

jerry@thepropertynote.com
Good Shepherd – Alfredo Wilson
Granger – Pat Hejl; pghej11918@gmail.com
Houston – Dorothy Hinson;

Dorothy.hinson@hotmail.com
Industry – Jerry Marshall;

jerry@thepropertynote.com
Nelsonville – Daniel Merz;

dan.merz@williams.com
New Tabor – Adelle Morehead;

Adelle.m.morehead@citi.com
Ocker – Kathy Harrison;

kathy53087@yahoo.com
Pasadena – Mickey Jones;

mickeyandpat@yahoo.com
Rosenberg – Alice Kocurek;

katalice@peoplepc.com
Seaton – Leonard Mikeska;

mikeskains@hot.rr.com
Snook – Justin Lewis; JLewis@csbtx.com
Taylor – James Marek; james@cnbt.com
Temple – Ruth Rolston; Irolston@hot.rr.com
Wall – Dewyan Weise; hdweise@zipnet.us
Wesley – Janet Pomykal;

janetpomykal@yahoo.com
West – Dorothy Kocian; dekocian@yahoo.com
Westheimer – Ben Kruse;

zoonsfsed@consolidated.net

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Rev. Kay Polasek, Chair;
pastorkpolasek@yahoo.com

Charles Groseclose, Representative
to Foreign Mission Board;

 cmrag@aol.com
Angie Hairrell, Representative to Hus
Board of Trustees; hairrell@dishmail.net
Rev. Whitney Amos;  chatney@aol.com
Rev. Jim Heckman;

jimheckman@clergy.net
Jennifer Chervenka

jennchervenka@farm-market.net
Kimberly Stewart;  kcstew@austin.rr.com
Jean Kotrla; kotrla@flash.net
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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.
      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager,
Cathleen Schlechte (address inside front cover).  These donations
are tax deductible.


