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My wife Susan and I recently had
the pleasure of visiting the Crosby
Brethren Church for the
celebration of  Rev. Dr.
Larry Koslovsky’s 30
years in the ministry. I
had spent some of my
early childhood in the
Crosby congregation
while my dad served
Crosby and Pasadena as
a parish in the late 60’s,
so many of the people were old friends.
It was wonderful to see the people
who were a part of my early days,
many of whom I had not seen in 30
years or more. Although many people
were familiar, I met some new Breth-
ren, as well. One of the most memo-
rable was Gene Marek who,  appar-
ently saved me from drowning when
I was little more than a toddler some
40+ years earlier. After all these years,
I had never really met and properly
thanked Mr. Marek.

Throughout our visit, I enjoyed
the wonderful people. The experience

President’s Column . . . James Marek

A GREAT DAY WITH BRETHREN
reminded me how grateful I should be
for all the good people of the Unity of

the Brethren. While we
were in Crosby on this
day, we could have just
as easily been in Austin
or Wall or any number of
other Brethren Churches.
It was such a blessing to
have the chance to wor-
ship with and enjoy the
fellowship of other Breth-

ren. As members of our own congre-
gations we may overlook, or even
take for granted, the relationships
and support systems God has given
us through those with whom we wor-
ship each week – our church family.

When we visit other Brethren
churches, we increase our church
family. We are also exposed to differ-
ent worship styles, hear different
preachers, see different surroundings,
all of which can be enjoyable and
even inspiring just because they are
a little different. These visits can also

GUY E. HUFFMAN, CPA
Tax & Financial Services Since 1981

979/567-4974
108 N. Main St., Caldwell, TX 77836

Website: www.cpaguy.com
*Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Servicessm,

Advisory services offered through H.D. Vest Advisory Servicessm,
Non-bank subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Company

State Youth Leadership Team
2011-2012

Youth Members:
Erin Brinkley, 119 CR 3000, Lott, TX

76656.  erinbrinkley@yahoo.com
Taylor Brinkley-Registration Manager, 119

CR 3000, Lott, TX 76656.
taylordbrinkley@yahoo.com

Monique Duron - Secretary, 1613
Southwest Pkwy, College Station,
TX 77840. cutesi101@aol.com

Erika (Rikki) Sebesta, P.O. Box 956,
Bellville, TX 77418
guitargoalie93@yahoo.com

Chris Stauffer - President, 9206
Sunlake Court, College Station, TX
77845.
Chris Stauffer011@gmail.com

Lanie Watts, P.O. Box 645, Little River, TX
76554. x3lsw1110@yahoo.com

Representative to Mission Board:
Mary Jones, P.O. Box 212, Wall, TX

76957. marystoked@gmail.com

Advisors:
Angie Harrell, 11482 FM 2155,

Somerville, TX 77879.
Hairrell@gmail.com

Kathryn Laza, 16858 Apricot Glen,
College Station, TX 77845. k
laza14@tamu.edu

David Sebesta, P.O. Box 956, Bellville,
TX 77418. tractordavid@gmail.com

Megan Stauffer, 9206 Sunlake Court,
College Station, TX 77845. Megan
Stauffer@baylor.edu

Anna Wotipka, Treasurer, 652 CR 324,
Caldwell, TX 77836.
awotipka58@yahoo.com

State Youth Coordinator:
Jennifer Chervenka, 9494 Big Elm

Creek Rd., Rogers, TX 76569.
jennchervenka@farm-market.net

Pastoral Advisor:
Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, 19

Brandenberry Court, The Wood-
lands, TX 77381.
williamr90@aol.com

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Low Cost Funeral Insurance
Phone 361-798-3271
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WESTHEIMER COMMUNITY CHURCH

15635 Westheimer Road
Houston, Texas 77082

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Westheimercommunitychurch.org

5th Sunday – Holy Communion

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Dr. Dawn Marie Baletka, DawnHayes@aol.com,
BaletkaD@navasotaisd.org
Mr. Chris Kelarek, ckelarek@rtg-texas.com
Ms. Kim Ulmer, kimulmer@mail.ecpi.com
Mr. Jon Farrow, jfarrow@hot.rr.com;
jfarrow@swmail.org
Dr. Larry Koslovsky, lkoslovsky@teleshare.net

provide new ideas and encourage-
ment to try doing things a little differ-
ently. More importantly, we have the
opportunity to form new relation-
ships with people with similar back-
grounds and beliefs.

In an earlier article I encouraged
everyone to pray for the Unity.  After
our visit to Crosby, I thought about
this in a little different way. In order to
be in unity with someone, it makes
sense that we must first have a rela-
tionship with them. We must love
them. By visiting other Brethren
churches, we meet new people and
hopefully begin to build a lasting
relationship with many of those we
meet. Later, when we hear of good
things that are happening in the con-
gregation, we can more fully rejoice
with those people because we know
them. Conversely, when other con-
gregations go through tough times,
we are more likely to respond in a
Christian manner if we “know” the

people who are experiencing difficult
times. As a body of believers, we are
only as strong as the relationships we
have with one another. My fear is that
as we have become more autonomous
in our respective congregations, we
are at risk of losing the strength of
unity which is most powerful when
we truly know those in sister congre-
gations. There are some wonderful
people in Brethren congregations out
there. Make plans to visit a different
Brethren church in the near future
and meet the people there or renew
acquaintances from years before. There
are 26 churches in the Unity, 25 of
which are in Texas, so there are many
opportunities and choices. If you are
up for a road trip to beautiful Lewisville,
North Carolina, you can meet the
newest Brethren at the Christ Cov-
enant Church.

HOME MISSIONS BOARD
Rev. David Johnson – Chair

pastordjbama@yahoo.com
Alton Urbanovsky – (No email address)
Angie Hairrell – hairrell@gmail.net
Ben Kruse – KRUSEDADB@yahoo.com
Steve Davis – sdejdavis@netscape.net
Denise Mikeska – dkaym@hot.rr.com
Dorothy Hinson – dorothy.hinson@hotmail.com

On August 6, 2011, the 50+ Anni-
versary of the Pasadena Brethren
Church was observed with a worship
service combining the old and the
new. A catered reception followed the
well-attended service. Phillip Michalik,

Pasadena Brethren Church 50th Anniversary Celebration
Making History and His-Story

president of the elders, welcomed all
to the service.

Joining in the observance was Amor
Fraternal, the Hispanic community
which uses the church as a place to

Charter Members: Marvin & Alice Chlapek, and Gladys Boelsche.

THE BUCKHOLTS BRETHREN CHURCH
606 N. 4th Street

Buckholts, Texas 76518

Worship 9 AM Rev. Johnny Kueker
Study 10:30 AM P.O. Box 325
(No service on Buckholts, Texas 76518
fifth Sunday.) (254) 605-0434
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share in ministry. Bro. Armando Barros
shared about the relationship of Amor
Fraternal to the Pasadena Brethren
congregation. Memories were shared
by present and former members. Char-
ter members and charter member fami-
lies present were recognized. Claren
Kotrla and Marvin Chlapek brought
greetings from the denomination. Sev-
eral former pastors were present to
share their thoughts, memories, and
hopes for the congregation.

In the spirit of reminiscence, Alice
Chlapek accompanied the service on
the organ and piano. A Czech hymn,
“Pojd’ k Spasiteli” was sung by all
with Bro. Henry Beseda leading. The
PBC Christian Sisters (present and

former) sang. Bro. Bill preached on
“Making History and His-Story,” chal-
lenging the Pasadena Church to con-
tinue creating God’s story in Christ
through the present day mission of
the congregation. Special music was
also shared by Amor Fraternal with
Psalm 133 being sung in 5 languages.

Those who gathered rededicated
the church for ministry to Christ.
Various displays including memora-
bilia and photographs were set up to
tell the ongoing story of the mission
of the Pasadena Brethren Church.
Thanks to Becky Lively for her orga-
nizational skills and her efforts in
making the anniversary a true
celebration!

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas
Home: 325-949-7543 Cell: 656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@verizon.net
Church: rev.tjt@zipnet.us

www.wallbrethrenchurch.org

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Youth Director Secretary
Dewyan Weise Susan & Bryan Neal Johnie Smith
325-651-8550 325-949-5259 Tu-F-8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service –

A Payne Family Tradition”
West, Texas
254/826-5321

AMOS ELECTRIC SUPPLY
COMPANY

LIGHT FIXTURES • APPLIANCES
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

(254) 778-4271
5120 S. General Bruce Dr., Temple, TX 76502

Pasadena Brethren Church held its
Annual Congregational Retreat Labor
Day Weekend, 2011. This is report-
edly the longest running congrega-
tional retreat in the denomination.
Some folks arrived Friday evening;
however, Saturday morning the re-
treat was kicked off (after a hearty
breakfast of bacon and eggs) with a
“Time with God”.

The retreat included eating (espe-
cially Lydia Faust’s kolaches Sunday
morning), spending time with fellow
members and former members who
joined throughout the weekend, and

Pasadena Brethren Holds Annual Congregational Retreat
 “Being Open to God”

late-night games of “84”. Study Ses-
sions led by Bro. Bill throughout the
weekend focused on “Being Open to
God,” and explored prayer, medita-
tion, and contemplation. The tradi-
tions of sing-song times, vespers
with singing, and a Bingo extrava-
ganza were also included.

With it being very hot, dusty, and
windy; the challenge was keeping the
tables and floors clean in the dining
hall. Over 50 people were in and out
for the weekend. Wrap-up on the final
day culminated in the traditional clos-
ing circle around the flag pole with

the singing of “Blest Be
the Tie that Binds”. Betty
Orsag and Karen Howery
organized the food sup-
ply. Phillip Michalik, the
last man standing, made
the final rounds of the
camp after cleanup.

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203

Sunday School
9:30 AM

Sunday Worship
10:30 AM

Welcome
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Sharon Spiess and Industry Mayor Alan W. Kuehn at Industry Brethren
Church Sunday, October 2, 2011.

TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
512-352-6423

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor President Secretary

James D. Hejl Larry Kotrla Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-818-1504 M-Th 8:00 am-noon

Sharon Spiess, organist at Indus-
try Brethren Church since 1967, was
honored with a “Sharon Spiess Ap-
preciation Day” on Sunday, October
2, 2011, during the Sunday worship
services. Industry Brethren Church
Board of Elders President, Sheila
Coufal, presented Sharon with a cer-
tificate proclaiming October 2, 2011,
as “Sharon Spiess Appreciation Day”
for her many years of service to this
church, and gave Sharon a corsage.

Industry Mayor, Alan W. Kuehn,

Sharon Spiess Honored
at Industry Brethren Church

read a letter noting Sharon’s many
contributions to the community.
(Mayor Kuehn is one of Sharon’s
many former students.) Sharon has
taught school in the Bellville ISD for
many years, and is currently teaching
the gifted at the West End School in
Industry. J. B. Branam of the Industry
Brethren Church Board of Elders told
the congregation that Sunday a Texas
flag was being flown over the Texas
State Capitol in Austin at the request

Thoughts about giving…
Remembering the Unity of the Brethren
or any of its ministries is a fitting
testimony of your belief. Your gift in a
will can be a legacy that continues to
affect the Christian values, mission, and
ministry that is important to you.

You can give without restrictions and let us use the
funds for the most pressing needs or you can specify
how, when, or where you want the funds used.

You can require that we hold the principle as an
endowment and use only the earnings each year.

You can give in memory or in the honor of someone.

Your gift can be contingent. The funds go to someone if
they survive you and if not, then to the Unity.

You can tell us now that you have named the Unity in
your will and allow us to express our gratitude…or
you can let it be known later.

There are many other ways to give. Contact any
Board of Grants and Bequests member about what
you can give and how you can give.

Guy Huffman . . .
cpaguy@cpaguy.com ph: (979) 567-4974

Frank McKay III . . .
mckayfrank@aol.com ph: (281) 424-5126

Ronald Dusek
rdusekdds@aol.com ph: (979) 567-3732

Dewyan Weise . . . ph: (325) 651-8550
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of Representative Lois W. Kolkhorst
in honor of “Sharon Spiess Apprecia-
tion Day”. Sharon will receive this
flag in a white gift box after it is taken
down.

Members of Sharon’s family and
friends were in attendance at the
worship service and fellowship re-
ception following the service to sur-
prise her. There were cards from people
that could not attend. At the brunch
following the worship service Sharon
was presented with a cross made from
a pin oak tree that grows on the
church grounds that had a smaller
silver cross with the Bible verse He-
brews 6:10, “He will not forget your
work & the love you have shown” on
it. She was also given a James Avery
tulip cross necklace.

There was a display of pictures of
Sharon throughout her life and a
biography in a floral display, as well
as a table with photos of Sharon and
a large flower arrangement of bur-
gundy and purple flowers (her favor-
ite colors) on the food buffet and
entry table. Above the food line was
a large banner with a picture of her as
a small child and current picture with
the note “Sharon Spiess Appreciation
Day”. The strawberry cake had purple
decorations with “Thanks Sharon”
on it. This event was a surprise to
Sharon, and everyone was delighted
in showing their appreciation to her
for her many years of contribution of
musical talent to this congregation.

Several Christian news and infor-
mation groups including the Baptist
Press and The 700 Club reported
today that Pastor Yousef Nadarkain,
who leads a 400-member house church
in Iran, is to be hanged for not re-
nouncing his belief in Jesus Christ.

He has been given at least two
opportunities to renounce Jesus Christ
and his beliefs, but has steadfastly
refused to do so. In doing so he has
also placed his family at risk.

Further information shows that he
will be hanged under an interpreta-
tion of Shari Law that forbids one to
change from Islam to another Reli-
gion. However, he has never been a
Muslim. The courts circumvented this
fact by noting that although he wasn’t
Muslim, his ancestry was Muslim.

The probability that he will be
hanged is real. On December 3, 1990,
another Christian Pastor, Hassin
Soodmed, was executed in Iran for his
Christian faith.

Our prayers for Pastor Nadarkain
as well as our actions are important.
James 2:17, which says “In the same
way, faith by itself, if it is not accom-
panied by action, is dead” asks us to
take what action we deem appropriate.

Our prayers are critical to the out-
come.

Brethren Book Store
P.O. Box 321

Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 200-0513

Diane Heckman, Manager

CHRISTIAN PASTOR
TO BE HANGED

 - by James Marek and Claren Kotrla

FOREIGN MISSION BOARD

Chairman (2007)(2009):
David Miller (2005), (2003), 3693

Blumentritt Road, San Angelo, TX
76905. (325) 651-7597;
dm103157@hotmail.com

Unity Representatives:
Kent Laza (2007)(2009), 1358 Apricot

Glenn, College Station, TX 77845.
(979) 690-7608; kent.laza@verizon.net

Joyce Baletka (2007)(2009)(2004-C.S.),
P.O. Box 614, Caldwell, TX 77836.
(979) 567-4563; jlbaletka@hotmail.com

Marvin Chlapek (2009), PO Box 1163,
Caldwell, TX 77836. (979) 272-9102;
mjcarc@airplexus.com

Board of Christian Education Rep.:
Charlie Groseclose (2009), 358 State

Hwy. 53, Rosebud, TX 76570. (254)
583-4160; cmrag@aol.com

Christian Sisters Representatives:
Sharon Hohmann (2008)(2010), 222

Crestwood Dr., San Angelo, TX
76903. (325) 651-5884

BYF Representative:
Mary Jones (2009), PO Box 2112, Wall,

TX 76957. (325) 651-4623;
gkjones@wcc.net

Synodical Committee Liason:
Rev. Linda Chandler (2007)(2009),

13108 North Ridge Circle, Leander,
TX 78641. (512) 203-7293;
L77c@aol.com

ADVISORY MEMBERS
Rev. Milton & Jean Maly
Rev. Lawrence & Barbara Junek
Ray & Laurie Griggs
Jill Miller

CURRENT MISSIONARIES
Robert & Anne Thiessen
Michael & Caroline Woo
Phil & Eunice Raiford
Pastor Pavel & Stana Kozak

Relax in Port O’Connor at Kotrla’s Coastal Retreat!

Reservations:  Contact Valerie at 361-920-4663, or Valerie@tigrett.com
Oh Yes – GREAT FISHING, too!

HUS ENCAMPMENT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

2010-2011

Voting Members:

Chair: Rev. Whitney Amos (Syn. Com.)
618 N. 7th St., Temple, TX 76501.
C: (254) 913-5757. Chatney@aol.com

Treasurer: Marvin Chlapek (Syn. Com.
2007), P.O. Box 1163, Caldwell, TX
77836. (979) 272-9102;
mjcarc@sbcglobal.net

At-Large: Mark Olsen (Syn. Com. 2009)
C: (512) 630-5153; olsenmc@live.com

Member: Debbie Grimm (Chr. Sis.
2010) 1409 Stone Ridge Rd., Taylor,
TX 76574. C: (512) 718-2310;
mama_dgrimm@hotmail.com

Member: Connie Janac (Chr. Sis.
2010) 1002 Munson, College Station,
TX 77840. (979) 696-1953;
cjanac@st-joseph.org

Member: Kathryn Laza (BYF: 2009)
guardian.angel14@verizon.net;
k_laza4@tamu.edu

Member: Rev. Bill Rinderknecht
(FoHE: 2007); williamR90@aol.com

Non-Voting Appointments:

Programming Director: Kim Stewart,
(512) 932-9939; kcstew@austin.rr.com

Unity Youth Coordinator: Jennifer
Chervenka (Synodical Committee
Appointment), (254) 983-1002;
jennchervenka@farm-market.net

Facilities Manager(s): Jim and Dawn
Marie Baletka; txnfish@aol.com;
BaletkaD@navasotaisd.org

Caretakers: Robert  and Cathleen
Schlechte; (979) 324-5560,

(979)255-8266;
rschlechte@hotmail.com;
schlechte86@msn.com

Oversight of Synodical Committee: Rev.
Joe Emerson; sbcpastorjoe@yahoo.com
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Seaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren Church
12561 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mail:  P.O. Box 4615, Temple, TX 76505
Church Phone:  254-985-2694

seatonbrethrenchurch@yahoo.com
Rev. Joe Emerson, Lead Pastor – sbcpastorjoe@yahoo.com

Denise Mikeska, Associate Pastor – sbcpastordenise@yahoo.com
Steve Davis, Youth Pastor – sbcpastorsteve@yahoo.com

Dolores Skrabanek, Board of Elders Chair

www.seatonbrethren.com

Cade Lake Community Chapel
Update

Cade Lake Community Chapel be-
gan holding services on August 14,
2001. Sunday School starts at 11:00,
lunch is served every week at 12:00
noon, and services are conducted at
1:00 p.m.

Over the past several weeks about
40 different people from the commu-
nity have attended one activity or
another at the Chapel. In addition to
Sunday services, the church hosts an
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting on
Thursday evenings and a Movie Night
every other Saturday.

During the month of June two
groups of young people came to work

From the Home Mission Field

on the property. Campers from the
Crossroads Retreat came out for three
days of work on the Chapel and at In
God’s Hands Ministry.

Later in June several members of
the BYF came to work at both loca-
tions. Both groups worked mostly on
painting the building and in the food
pantry of In God’s Hands. Those
members were: Kassie Benner, Erin
Brinkley, Taylor Brinkley, Alyssa
Latimer, and Lanie Watts. Also, State
Youth Coordinator, Jennifer Chervenka
and children: Jessica, Jacelyn, Joanna,
& Jaidyn, along with Advisor, Anna
Wotipka.

In August, two work crews came to
help prepare the building. Dewayne

Weiss and David Lane from Wall
came and finished constructing the
handicap ramp. Larry Koslovsky, Chris
Armstrong, and Sebastian Morales
came from Crosby to lay the laminate
in the fellowship room. Community
workers installed the septic system
and plumbing and, of course, the
Unity was very generous in helping
pay for all the work.

Cade Lake Community Chapel held
a Dedication Service on Saturday,
October 22 at 2:30 p.m. after the Fall
Synodical Meeting.

SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 FM 2155/P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone –  (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday School – 9:00 AM; Worship – 10:15 AM
Bible Buddies – 2nd Wednesday, 6:00-7:30 PM

Pastor Board of Elders President Youth Directors
Rev. Joseph Polasek Justin Lewis Randall & Jonna See

P.O. Box 54 P.O. Box 222 P.O. Box 345
Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878

(979) 272-1624 (979) 272-0416 (979) 272-8179

Rev. Jim Heckman at the pulpit.

Campers from the Crossroads Retreat.
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HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 – (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. – Church Service 10:30 a.m.

For information please contact one of the following:

Dorothy Hinson John David Skrivanek
President Secretary

7331 Misty Morning Lane  P.O. Box 1605
Humble, TX 77346 Bellaire, TX 77402

(281) 620-0480 (713) 626-0522

Wall Crew – Dwayne
Wiess and David Lane.

Volunteers

From the Thiessens . . .
Judith and Deme are Mexicans

preparing to be cross-cultural mis-
sionaries. We have had a part in their
training, and we were honored to be
invited to their wedding in Deme’s
Triqui village where he pastors, and
where he met Judith, who was finish-
ing up her apprenticeship before mov-
ing on to an unchurched Triqui re-
gion. We took Philip and RuthE. Here
is RuthE’s take on it.

Mountain Wedding - by RuthE
It starts with a road. A road with

potholes and bumps and dips. A road
big enough for only two cars and yet
three lanes. A road that snakes in and
out of the tree-draped mountains,
where flowers shine and the most
ordinary shrub strikes a pose. To the
left, a long affable cactus waves at the
passing cars. To the right, a valley
dappled with flora ends gracefully at
the bottom of a sturdy mountain.
Ahead, a small village bubbles with
life: a seasoned man and an exhausted
donkey rest on the side of the road;
a giggling girl points at a dog…

In Christ’s Love . . . from the Mission Field
My family and I had been invited

to an Indian wedding. We drove on
patchy, coiled roads where reading
was impossible, yet I didn’t mind. All
I could think of was how the clouds
rested on the top of the mountain,
how the old wooden shack on the
side of the road gave an aura of
mystery, how the road slipped into
white, how the cars fingered through
the velvet fog. The village where the
wedding was held was high in the
mountains, protected in mist.

When we got there, four hours late
(the bride was in the car right behind
us), the village was waiting along the
side of the road. The Triqui women,
young and old, all wore their typical
dress: red huipiles, hand-woven mas-
terpieces with long colorful ribbon
streamers floating to the ground after
them.

The path that led to the wooden
church building was steep and wet. I
was dumb enough to wear high heels
to this Indian wedding, so that jour-
ney was interesting. At the top I had
to sit outside in the freezing weather
since the church was too small to fit

Crosby Crew –
 Sebastian Morales,

Larry Koslovsky,
and Chris Armstrong.



16/November 2011 BRETHREN JOURNAL BRETHREN JOURNAL November 2011/17

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens

And so fulfill the Law of Christ.”
(Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID SOCIETY
Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President Guy E. Huffman,Treasurer
Calvin J. Vojtek, Vice-President Stanley F. Mrnustik, Junior Dept.
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. Secretary Dorothy Hinson, Board Member

CNC & Manual Machining Welding – Fabricating – Repair
Custom Manufacturing CNC Torch Cutting

Taylor Iron-Machine Works, Inc.
208 Bland St. P.O. Box 188 Taylor, TX 76574

(512) 352-3646 Metro: (512) 365-3648 Fax: (512) 365-8845

us all, and full to overflowing before
we arrived. I couldn’t hear or see any
of the wedding inside, so I passed the
time playing with the fallen pine
needles and chatting with my friend
Andres.

When the time finally came to eat,
the whole village was involved. We
all walked down to the town square,
groom and bride greeting people as
they walked hand in hand. My feet
have never hurt so badly. My advice:
never wear high heels in the moun-
tains. Thankfully, a young man of-
fered to take me on his bike.

The whole village was still blan-
keted in fog, giving it a sense of
vagueness. The tables relaxed under

a big tarp on a sea of mud. My chair
sunk when I sat down. The barbacoa,
a red beef soup with strings of meat
in it, tasted salty and spicy, and I dug
in with my plastic spoon and home-
made tortillas. My father and I tried
some of the chiles. I felt like a cloud
had drifted into my head it was so hot.
I’m surprised I didn’t drown myself in
the amount of coke I drank.

On our way back, the fog was so
thick, the car inched forward pain-
fully. Any simple mistake and we
could all fall over the edge of the
mountain. We finally got to Tlaxiaco,
where we were going to sleep. In the
morning, we ate tamales with our
host family, shared stories and laughed.
Alejandro, the father, laughed the
loudest. I never knew exactly what “a
twinkle in his eyes” meant before. His
crow’s feet seemed to be outlined in
Sharpie. He seemed to smile and laugh
at anything. I was sad leaving that
house…

It ends with a road. The river
glides in and out of the weeping trees.
The Catholic temple positioned be-
side a mountain belongs in a fairy tale
book. The sky was painted by God
Himself. Clouds distribute themselves.
Birds flit here and there. Butterflies
coast and bees buzz. The road heads
straight for red clay mountains con-
trasted with green trees. I love Mexico,
its mountains and trees, its dusty
villages, its roads full of potholes,
bumps, and dips.

From the Woos . . .
October 2, 2011

Dear friends and family,
We are very excited to tell of the

many events happening in our life.
God has blessed us with several amaz-
ing ministry stories that we hope to
share with you. Our family is also
entering a new phase of life with a
soon-to-arrive baby and with new
teammates in our city.

For the last few weeks we have
been frantically trying to finish our
first training program for May, our
helper. Over the last several months
we have developed a course that we
believe has the potential to launch a
church planting movement in our re-
gion. It is basic storying tools that
give every believer the skills needed
to share a reproducible culturally rel-
evant gospel presentation. It also
includes the witness of the Holy
Spirit that allows for miracles and
healing. We have been modeling this
activity and have seen several healings
and confessions of faith!

Now this upcoming training will be
entirely conducted by our ministry
helper as we have recently arrived in
Thailand for the delivery of our fourth
boy. Please pray that the right people
come to the training and the passion
for a church movement is caught.

We spent the last two weeks pre-
paring May so that she could hold a
training for the local Dai believers
while we are gone. May has already
asked a few of them to help her, and
their response is, “Who is doing the
training, a seminary trained Pastor
from Burma?” When she tells them
she will do it they are truly surprised
and say, “You?” May smiles when
she tells us this and comments that
when they come and see that she can
train people, she can go and share
and pray for others, then they will
know that they can do it, too. And
that is exactly the point. We are using
methods that an illiterate person can
easily reproduce, no more excuses
because you don’t know enough, or
because you can’t read or you are not
the paid professional. The training is
in October, and immediately following
we hope to launch 2-4 house fellow-
ships that will meet weekly.

As we have seen God’s kingdom
come through several healings this
past month, there seems to be this
rising and growing faith in May and
in us. Now she is seeking opportuni-
ties to pray for non-believers and ask
God to fill them and heal them. One
day we went to lunch with her and
she saw a lady standing in line for
food with an eye patch. May immedi-

The Wedding Couple
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ately and joyfully went to this lady,
asked her what had happened with
her eye, told her Jesus could heal her
and offered to pray for her. May is
losing her fear of man. She used to be
afraid to say anything about Jesus,
then she would just tell people the
story of God’s love so many of her
family members have heard but are
not interested. But now that she has
begun to pray for their illnesses and
problems, their hearts are opening
and they are beginning to call her to
come and pray for them in Jesus’
Name. We pray that His Name be-
comes famous here and in all the
earth!

We have visited the family that
had the healing several times now.
They are still full of joy. The wife
seems completely in love with Jesus,

and is willing to sing and even pray
out loud without fear. The grand-
mother is also joyfully singing, pray-
ing out loud a lot, lifting her hands.
She told us that the day after we
prayed for her, the neck pain she had
had for 10 years was gone, the prob-
lem in her knees and dizziness, which
we didn’t even pray for, were healed,
too. We were more surprised than she
was about this. But in the midst of
this, she made a comment that they
can worship Jesus and their home
idols and Buddha at the same time.

The father, whom is the head of the
house and had the initial healing, is
still only partially healed. While we
sang and learned stories about Jesus,
he seemed unwilling to participate in
anything, and even left the room
many times. Before we left we gath-

OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53

Temple, Texas 76501
Preaching the Word, Loving the People

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor Elder Board President
Rev. Ron Winsman Sharon Marek

3112 W. Ave. R 23383 Milam Road
Temple, TX 76504 Burlington, TX 76519

(254) 742-0827 (254) 869-2845
ronwinsman@hotmail.com shadimar@vvm.com

Cemetery Youth Director
Sharon Marek Jennifer Chervenka

23383 Milam Road 9494 Big Elm Creek Rd.
Burlington, TX 76519 Rogers, TX 76569

(254) 869-2845 (254) 983-1002

ered around him to pray for his leg
again. As all of us prayed, including
his wife and mother, as well as May,
his leg started to spasm and his toes
were twitching, and his eyes would
roll in his head a little.

As time ran out we went back
home confused about what had hap-
pened. I asked the Lord about it and
woke up the next morning with a clear
head. I felt the Lord saying, the father
in the house is unwilling to give up
the idols, when he does that he will be
completely healed, until then it is a
spiritual battle and the demons don’t
have to leave because they are being
welcomed to stay, thus the weird leg
and eye rolling. We called his wife
and told her our thoughts and en-

couraged her to pray. She responded
“They are unwilling to give up the
idols. I pray all the time to Jesus.”
Lord bring them fully to you, and
make them a light in their village.

One day before, the mother and
daughter came by to visit us in our
home. The daughter was drawing a
picture with our boys as we prayed
with the mother. When the daughter
finished the drawing, it was of her
home, and it reminded some other
friends that were visiting us of the
temple in Ezekiel 47 where the healing
waters flowed forth from the temple.
Let us pray that from their home
would also come forth healing and life
to many Shan Dai.

Mailing Address: Church 9:00 A.M.
P.O. Box 9283 Sunday School 10:45 A.M.
College Station, TX 77842 Off: 979-693-3606

email: papasebek@gmx.com
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Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping Neighbors
Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged Funerals

• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

Bellville Sealy Wallis
865-3121 885-3535 478-6311

The Rosenberg Brethren Church
5220 Reading Road

Rosenberg, TX 77471
(281) 342-3060

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Eve. 5:30 PM

Prayer Service and Bible Study

Bro. Larry Butcher
3030 Prescott, Houston, TX 77025

(713) 299-4813 (Home)
Youth Minister: Debbie Gloria
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Sunday School Island

• Send all suggestions/questions/ideas to
hairrell@gmail.com

See the Unity of the Brethren website for the
online version!

‘WIPEOUT’
FALL YOUTH RETREAT

Ages 12-21
November 18-20, 2011

Hus School Encampment
Cost: $30

Registration deadline: October 30
Late registration, please call or e-mail Jennifer Chervenka.

Activities will begin at 9 a.m. on Saturday, November 19. You may
check in from 7-10 p.m. on Friday night or from 8-9 a.m. on Saturday
morning. Current registration forms are available on the youth website.

Our service project for this retreat will be “WIPE OUT HUNGER”.
We will be taking a donation of nonperishable food items, as well as
preparing and serving a Thanksgiving Meal for the Cade Lake
Community on Sunday morning.

To learn more about this retreat, to help with this retreat, or for
questions, please call or e-mail

Jennifer Chervenka, (254) 983-1002
jennchervenka@farm-market.net

or visit www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.com

CY-FAIR COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Unity of the Brethren)

Worship – 10:45 A.M.
Sunday School – 9:30 A.M.

Pastors:
Rev. Henry Beseda 12915 Cypress North Houston

(979) 567-7033 P.O. Box 0233
Rev. Rick Chandler Cypress, TX  77410-0233

 (281) 355-1474
Church Phone – (281) 955-1655 President: Rev. Henry Beseda

“Now all these things 
happened unto them for 
examples: and they are 
written for our 
adonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are 
come.” 
I Corinthians 10:11 

Great People of the Bible

There is much we can learn from what we may consider
common Bible stories. The Old Testament tells us of the
God’s work in the lives of the ancient Israelites. These
stories also give us principles, pictures, and illustrations
that we can learn from and apply to our lives today.

Over the next few months we will look at some famous
Bible characters from both the Old and New Testaments.
We will see both good and bad examples of how to live.
Our first Great Person of the Bible: NOAH.
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Teen Cabana
Lessons from Noah:
1. God hates and punishes sin. It was the sinfulness of the
people that brought about the flood.
2. God is gracious. Grace is favor when it is undeserved.
“Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” He and his family
were saved from the flood, even though they were sinful.
3. You can faithfully serve God even when you are sur-
rounded by wickedness. Noah and his family were the only
followers of God. Even though they were the minority, they
continued to serve faithfully.
4. God rewards obedience. Noah never rebelled, never said
he couldn’t build an ark. Noah was obedient, which resulted
in his being saved from the flood.
5. People often ignore or reject the message of salvation.
Even though Noah and his family warned others of the
impending flood, no one listened. You cannot control how
people respond to the message of salvation. You do need to
faithfully share the message.
6. Mankind is inherently depraved. We all encounter temp-
tation. Even after his miraculous salvation from the flood,
Noah quickly fell back into sin. It is often during times of ease
that we are most vulnerable to temptation.
7. God can use sinful people to carry out his plan. Although
we do not know of Noah’s sin until after the flood, we can
assume he was not sinless before. However, God still chose to
use him for a great and miraculous work.
8. Those who trust and fear God obey him. Noah believed
God’s word and was moved with fear to construct the ark.
9. Sometimes God’s plan is to bring His people through
trouble, rather than avoid it. Our lesson is to try to see our
problems as part of God’s plan.

Noah Facts: Place facts on
notecards. Add in a few “nonfacts.”
Have students decide if the fact is
true or false.

• Noah means rest or comfort.
• Noah had three sons – Shem,

Ham, and Japheth.
• Noah is not mentioned in the

Bible until he is 500 years
old.

• Noah and his family worked
on the ark for 120 years.

• Noah was 600 years old when
the flood began.

• The total time Noah, his
family, and the animals spent
in the ark was approximately
1 year.

• After the flood, Noah became
a farmer.

Noah’s Ark Craft
1. Color the top half of one paper plate to look like a

rainbow.
2. Cut another plate in half. Color the back of the plate

brown. Draw portholes with a black crayon.
3. Place the whole paper plate and the half paper plate

so that the ark covers the bottom and the rainbow
is at the top. Staple the plates together.

4. Add pictures of Noah and the animals in the pocket
created.

Annual Christian Sisters Bazaar, 2nd Saturday in September
The Rosenberg Brethren Church

Christian Sisters
5220 Reading Road, Rosenberg, Texas 77471

Sunday School
Teacher’s

Easy Button
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DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for November 2011

Dorothy E. Kocian
1. If you do not stand firm in your faith,

you will not stand at all. Isa. 7:9
2. Let everyone be quick to listen, slow

to speak, and slow to become angry.
James 1:19

3. There is no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus. Rom. 8:1

4. Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just as
God through Christ forgave you.
Eph. 4:32

5. A friend loves at all times, and a brother
is born to help in time of need. Prov. 17:17

6. Where two or three gather together
because they are mine, I am there
among them. Mt. 18:20

7. Great is the Lord and most worthy of
praise; His greatness no one can
fathom. Ps. 145:3

8. How precious is your unfailing love,
O God! Ps. 36:7

9. When I sit in the darkness, the Lord
will be a light to me. Micah 7:8

10. You must be blameless before the
Lord your God. Deut. 18:13

11. Above all, love each other deeply, for
love covers over a multitude of sins.
1 Pet. 4:8

12. “Be perfect, therefore, as your
Heavenly Father is perfect.” Mt. 5:48

13. Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, that you
may be sons of your Father in
heaven. Mt. 5:44,45

14. Humble yourselves under God’s
almighty hand, that He may lift you
up in due time. 1 Pet. 5:6

15. Cast all your anxiety on Him because
He cares for you. 1 Pet. 5:7

16. If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just and will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 1 Jn. 1:9

17. I confess my sins; I am deeply sorry
for what I have done. Ps. 38:18

18. For the eyes of the Lord are on the
righteous and His ears are attentive to
their prayers. 1 Pet. 3:12

19. But the priest said, “Let us ask God
first!” 1 Sam. 14:36

20. I will wait for the Lord; I will put
my trust in Him. Isa. 8:17

21. God is with us. Isa. 8:10
22. Do not worry, saying: “What shall we

eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or
“What shall we wear?” Mt. 6:31

23. But seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.
Mt. 6:33

24. Give thanks to the Lord, call on His
name; make known among the
nations what He has done. Isa. 12:4

25. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. Phil. 4:6

26. Praise be to the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in the heavenly realms
with spiritual blessing in Christ.
Eph. 1:3

27. The Lord is gracious and
compassionate; slow to anger and
rich in love. Ps. 145:8

28. I hereby command you: Be strong
and courageous. Josh. 1:9

29. So Abraham called the place The Lord
Will Provide. Gen. 22:14

30. If you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s seed, and now all
promises God gave to him belong to
you. Gal. 3:29

Your Brethren Journal Subscription Expires
December 31st

Annual Subscription Rate – $12.00/year
(Churches that subscribe for all their congregation’s family units –
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VITAL STATISTICS

MEMBERS RECEIVED

By Reaffirmation of Faith:
AMY LYNNE HILDEBRAND reaffirmed her
faith on May 15, 2011, and joined the New
Tabor Brethren Church. Minister: Rev. David
Johnson.

DAVID JR. & RENEE KINDT, BREANNA,
KRISTOFFER, & KEVIN KINDT reaffirmed
their faith on September 18, 2011, and joined
the New Tabor Brethren Church. Minister:
Rev. David Johnson.

By Rite of Confirmation:
TREY GROCE, RICKY WEICHERT, LOGAN
JONES, EVAN THORNTON, and MATTHEW
JOHNSON made their profession of faith by
Rite of Confirmation on August 21, 2011,
and joined the communicant membership at
the New Tabor Brethren Church. Minister:
Rev. David Johnson.

RECENT BAPTISMS

LANDON RAY VYKUKAL, born Dececmber
14, 2009, son of Jason & Lana Vykukal, was
dedicated to the Lord on March 7, 2010, at
the New Tabor Brethren Church. Minister:
Rev. David Johnson.

JAELEE BRYNN LANDOLT, born November
17, 2009, daughter of John & Tracey Landolt,
was dedicated to the Lord on May 2, 2010,
at the New Tabor Brethren Church. Minister:
Rev. David Johnson.

RICHARD WALTER WEICHERT, born Janu-
ary 19, 1996, son of Samuel & Melissa
Weichert, was baptized on February 27,
2011, at the New Tabor Brethren Church.
Minister: Rev. David Johnson.

COOPER ROBERT ALBRECHT, born Janu-
ary 23, 2011, son of Kyle & Heather Albrecht,
was dedicated to the Lord on March 20,
2011, at the New Tabor Brethren Church.
Minister: Rev. David Johnson.

EVAN GENE HILDEBRAND, born August 9,
2010, son of Clayton & Amy Hildebrand, was
baptized on May 15, 2011, at the New Tabor
Brethren Church. Minister: Rev. David
Johnson.

EMILEE GRACE HILDEBRAND, born August
9, 2010, daughter of Clayton & Amy

RECENT DEATHS

DUDENSING, RUBY ELLA (SCHRAMM), age
86, died in Bellville on September 27, 2011.
She was born at Skull Creek in Austin
County on July 28, 1925, and was married to
Edgar Dudensing on March 30, 1943. She is
survived by 2 sisters, 4 children, 13 grand-
children, and 12 great-grandchildren. Ser-
vices were on September 30, 2011, at the
Industry Brethren Church, with burial in that
church’s cemetery. Minister: Milton Maly.

LESHIKAR, MARY (PICKETT) age 68, died
September 18, 2011, at Temple. She was
born May 8, 1943, at Aberdeen, Washington.
She married Howard Leshikar on September
14, 1963, in Washington. She is survived by
her husband, 2 sons, 1 sister, and 1 brother.
Services were on September 24, 2011, at the
Taylor Brethren Church, with burial in Taylor
City Cemetery. Minister: Mark Labaj.

Hildebrand, was baptized on May 15, 2011,
at the New Tabor Brethren Church. Minister:
Rev. David Johnson.

SETH WYNN SPILLER, born October 13,
2002, son of Jimmy & Michelle Spiller, was
baptized on May 1, 2011, at New Tabor
Brethren Church. Minister: Rev. David
Johnson.

ETHAN REED SPILLER, born April 22, 2001,
son of Jimmy & Michelle Spiller, was bap-
tized on May 1, 2011, at New Tabor Brethren
Church. Minister: Rev. David Johnson.

BRENDEN WADE HOMEYER, born July 18,
2011, son of Dennis & Jenna Homeyer, was
dedicated to the Lord on October 2, 2011, at
New Tabor Brethren Church. Minister: Rev.
David Johnson.

MILLISON DANIELE DOWELL, born July 8,
2011, daughter of Tye and Mabrey Dowell,
was dedicated to the Lord on October 9,
2011, at New Tabor Brethren Church. Minis-
ter: Rev. David Johnson.

To communicate with the Hus Encampment . . .
. . . regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:

Dawn Marie Baletka
600 Benchmark Drive

College Station, TX 77845
 (979) 777-9940 or (979) 693-2710

BaletkaD@navasotaisd.org
*This must be done well in advance.
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GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com

Call us if you have questions
about naming your church
or a Unity of the Brethren

agency as a beneficiary
in an existing or new

SPJST insurance certificate.

SPJST
520 NorthMain Street
Temple, Texas 76501

(800) 727-7578
www.spjst.org

Membership
Benefits

• Life Insurance
• Annuities
• Home Loans
• Family Activities
• Community Involvement
• Youth Activities and Camp
• Scholarships
• Vestnik weekly newspaper

Insuring & Enriching Lives

A fraternal benefit society
serving Texans

and their families
for 112 years.
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Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9:00 AM
Nelsonville – Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

New Tabor – Sunday School at 9:30 AM &
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday,
“Tune Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. Dave Johnson

Ocker – worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School at 9 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Ron Winsman

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
Bible Study at 7:30 PM on Wednesday.
– Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, supply pastor

Rosenberg –
Sundays: Adult Bible Study and Sunday

School for children at 9:00 AM; worship
at 10:30 AM.

Wednesdays: 5:30 PM, Dinner; 6:30 PM,
Bible Study; 6:50 PM, Prayer Meeting.

– Bro. Larry Butcher

Seaton –
Sunday, 9:15 AM – Sunday School, All Ages;

10:30 AM – Worship Celebration Service.
Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kid’s NITE Out

and Priority ONE Youth (BYF), Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Joe Emerson

Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;
Worship – 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
– Rev. James Hejl

Temple – Sunday School at 9:30 AM.,
Worship at 10:45 AM.

– Pastor Larry Zabcik

Vsetin – Worship at 10:00 AM every Sunday.
– Dr. Mark Labaj

5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (for all ages) at
9:30 AM; worship at 10:45 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School follows.

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9:00 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Curtis Holland

Westheimer Community – 9:30 AM,
Christian Education; 10:30 AM,
Worship, with Holy Communion every
5th Sunday.

– Visiting Ministers

Austin – Bible Study at 10:00 AM
Austin – Worship at 11:00 AM.

– Rev. Linda Chandler

Bryan-College Station – worship at
9:00 AM every Sunday.

– Pastor Mark Sebek

Buckholts – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker

Caldwell – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.
Bible Study on Tuesday at 10:30 AM.

– visiting ministers

Crosby –  9:00 AM: Worship
10:00 AM: Faith Adventure

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Cy-Fair Community Church – worship at
10:45 AM every Sunday.

1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays – Rev. Rick
Chandler

2nd & 4th Sundays – Rev. Henry Beseda
– Rev. Henry Beseda

Cade Lake Community Chapel – Sunday
School at 11:00 AM; Fellowship Lunch
at Noon; Worship at 1:00 PM.

Dime Box – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Jim Heckman

Fayetteville – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Kay Polasek

Good News Fellowship Church of West
Palm Beaches – worship at 1:00 PM every
Sunday at First Presbyterian Church,
Boynton Springs, Florida.

– Rev. James Henry

Good Shepherd Moravian – worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger – worship services every Sunday at
9:00 AM; Sunday School at 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Whitney Amos and
Rev. Charles Amos

Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– 1st & 2nd Sunday, Dr. Jerry Terrill
3rd & 4th Sunday, Visiting Ministers

Industry – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday with Sunday School for all
ages following.

– Rev. Kay Polasek

SCHEDULE OF SERVICESSchedule and Details of Upcoming Unity Activities
November 5:  Seaton Brethren Church Chrisitian Sisters Bake Sale

and Quilt Show at the church (see detailed article in this issue).
November 6:  “Honor our Vets” service, Industry Brethren Church,

9:00am, flyer, contact: Liz Treybig (liztreybig@yahoo.com).
November 18-20:  State Fall Youth Retreat.
November 23:  Pre-order Bake Sale, Snook Brethren Church, Snook

Brethren Christian Sisters, Contact: Lydia Faust (lfaust1@peoplepc.com).
November 24:  Thanksgiving.

Mutual Aid Society – Listing of Local Secretaries’
Addresses and Phone Numbers

Granger #1: Angie Malicoat, PO Box
362, Granger, TX 76530,
512-859-2837

Taylor #3: Marie Ann Ripple, 2302
Heights Blvd, Taylor, TX 76574,
512-365-6916

West #4: Dorothy Kocian, 107 South
Barbara Street, Waco, TX 76705,
254-799-5331,
dekocian@yahoo.com

Fayetteville #5: Sandra Stepan, PO
Box 145, Fayetteville, TX 78940,
979-378-4167,
sandrainaustin@yahoo.com

Dime Box #6: Olga Brinkman, 2302 E.
Mercer’s Landing, Bryan, TX
77808, 979-731-8681

Snook #7: Marie Shelfer, Box 138,
Snook, TX 77878, 979-272-8100,
shelfer@tamu.edu

Ocker #8: Doris Svoboda, 109
Friendship Ln, Temple, TX
76501-9614, 254-742-1405

Dallas #10: **Natalie Outlaw, 7575
Wixon Road, Bryan, TX 77808-8085,
979-589-2012,
natalieoutlaw@yahoo.com

Cooks Point #12: Patsy Albright, 2105
Rivendell, Bryan, TX 77807-4812,
979-779-8463

New Tabor #13: Evelyn Henry, PO Box
336, Caldwell, TX 77836-0336,
979-567-4397

Nelsonville #14: Peggy Peschel, 8000
Hwy 159 W, Bellville, TX 77418,
979-865-5095

Seaton #16: Joyce Skrabanek, 7157
FM 2086, Temple, TX 76501,
254-984-2283

Sealy #17: Esther Breeden, 1505 E
27th, Bryan, TX 77802-1318,
979-779-3835

Wesley #18: Mary Surovik, 2530 S
Berlin Rd, Brenham, TX
77833-2048, 979-251-7485

Temple #20: Irene Marek, 2900 Pecan
Valley Drive, Temple, TX 76502,
254-778-2120

Rosenberg #21: Virginia Macik, 1209
Tobola, Rosenberg, TX 77471,
281-342-8802

Westheimer #22: Daniel W. Psencik,
1216 Damon Street, Rosenberg, TX
77471, 979-793-6783

Houston #23: Dorothy Hinson, 7331
Misty Morning Dr., Humble, TX
77346, 281-620-0480

Wall #25: Sharon J. Hohmann, 222
Crestwood Drive, San Angelo, TX
76903-9106, 325-651-5884

Caldwell #27: Guy Huffman, PO Box
216, Caldwell, TX 77836,
979-567-7089,
cpaguy@cpaguy.com

Crosby #28: Gisela Gaeke, PO Box
599, Crosby, TX 77532,
281-426-5506

Placedo #30: Dorothy Elsik, PO Box
1054, Victoria, TX 77902,
361-575-2298

Robstown #31: Annette Korff, 1207
Baker, Robstown, TX 78380,
361-387-5241

Austin #32: Doris Boriski, 17111 Oak
Cliff Circle, Dripping Springs, TX
78620-2527, 512-264-2273

Pasadena #33: Betty Orsag, 5118
Coventry Ct, Friendswood, TX
77546-3001, 281-482-1501

B/CS #34: Natalie Outlaw, 7575 Wixon
Road, Bryan, TX 77808-8085, 979-
589-2012, natalieoutlaw@yahoo.com

**Position currently filled by Administra-
tive Board members
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FULL TIME PASTORS
Rev. Charles Amos, 618 N. 7th Street, Temple,

TX 76501. (254) 742-2629
Rev. Whitney Amos, 618 N. 7th Street, Temple,

TX 76501. (254) 742-2629
Rev. Henry Beseda, P.O. Box 516, Caldwell, TX

77836. (979) 567-7033
Bro. Larry Butcher, 3030 Prescott, Houston, TX

77025. (713) 669-9381 (h),
(800) 941-4892 (pager)

Rev. Linda Von Chandler, 13108 North Ridge
Circle, Leander, TX 78641.
(512) 267-4826 (h), (512) 267-4655 (ch)

Rev. Joe Emerson, Seaton Brethren Church,
P.O. Box 4615, Temple, TX 76505-4615.
(254) 791-0420 (h), (254) 985-2694 (off)

Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez, 3913 Brinkman Drive,
Port Arthur, TX 77642. (409) 982-4657

Rev. Michael Groseclose, 352 Nelsonville
Church Rd., Bellville, TX 77418.
(979) 865-3026

Rev. Jim Heckman, 9849 PR 1015, Rockdale,
TX 76567. (979) 739-1393 and leave
message if I don’t answer. Then try a 2nd
number, (979) 200-0513.

Rev. James D. Hejl, 309 Cherrywood Circle,
Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 365-6890

Rev. James Henry, 1726 15th Ave. N., Lake
Worth, FL 33460. (561) 533-3893

Rev. Curtis Holland, 1017 Southwood, Waco, TX
76712. (254) 776-5886

Rev. David Johnson, 902 Timberlane, Caldwell,
TX 77836. (979) 567-1838(h),
(979) 220-3822(c)

Dr. Larry Koslovsky, 4311 Fir Valley Drive,
Kingwood, TX 77345. lwkoslo@aol.com
(281) 328-2442 (off), (713) 594-4518 (c)

Rev. John Kueker, P.O. Box 325, Buckholts, TX
76518. (254) 605-0434

Rev. Milton Maly, 6703 FM 2502, Brenham, TX
77833.  (979) 277-2619 (c)

Rev. Joseph Polasek, P.O. Box 54, Snook, TX
77878, (979) 272-1624;
josephjpolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Kay Polasek, P.O. Box 3335, Bryan, TX 77805.
(979) 220-1289; revkaypolasek@yahoo.com

Pastor Mark Sebek, 3910 Red Ranger Rd.,
Temple, TX 76501; papasebek@gmx.com

Rev. Thomas Tallas, 3829 Sandstone, San
Angelo, TX 76904. (325) 949-7543

Associate Pastor Dr. Jerry L. Terrill
jerryleeterrill@comcast.net

DIRECTORY OF MINISTERS
PLEASE NOTE: In all future correspondence to Rev. Michael Groseclose and

the Nelsonville Brethren Church, please use the address
352 Nelsonville Church Rd., Bellville, TX 77418.

Rev. Ron Winsman, 3112 W. Ave. R, Temple, TX
76504. (254) 742-0827

Pastor Larry Zabcik, 18 W. Zenith Ave., Temple,
TX 76501. (254) 718-3898;
zabcikville@hot.rr.com

SUPPLY OR INACTIVE PASTORS
Rev. W. John Baletka (retired), P.O. Box 614,

Caldwell, TX 77836. (979) 567-4563
Rev. Gordon Hejl (retired), P.O. Box 426,

Granger, TX 76530. (512) 859-2652
Rev. William J. Hodge, 528 N. Post Oak Lane,

Houston, TX 77024. (713) 957-8294
Rev. Robert W. Janek, 261 Edinburg, San Angelo,

TX 76901. (325) 942-8515
Rev. Lawrence Junek, 3316 Lyle, Waco, TX

76708. (254) 714-2622
Rev. Eugene Kotrla, 4406 Antelope Trail, Temple,

TX 76504. (254) 774-7484
Dr. Mark L. Labaj, 3410 Meadow Creek Lane,

Temple, TX 76504. (254) 774-8179;
mlabaj@swbell.net

Rev. Albert Michalik (retired), 304 Thunder Valley
Trail, Georgetown, TX 78626. (512) 863-0832

Rev. Del Miller, 1710 West O.S.R.,  Caldwell, TX
77836.  (979) 567-7774 (h), (979) 220-0030 (c)

Rev. Vanessa Lucia Mitchell, 2070 Carter Lake
Drive, College Station, TX 77845. Cell: (979)
574-0268; email: lajoiededieu@gmail.com

Rev. Al Newby, 2210 Forest Trail, Temple, TX
76502. (254) 778-1860

Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, 8787 Shenandoah Park
Drive, Apt. 634, Shenandoah, TX 77385.
(281) 433-7704 (cell);
email: WilliamR90@aol.com

Rev. Nello Strickland, 1006 Top Hill Drive,
Brenham, TX 77833. (979) 836-2609

Rev. Tony Taylor, P.O. Box 1680, Hilltop Lakes,
TX 77871. (936) 855-2563

UNDER CALL OF THE UNITY
Military Chaplaincy
CH (MAJ) Daniel Husak, PSC 303 Box 75, APO

AP 96204. daniel.husak1@us.army.mil

MINISTERIAL STUDENTS
Steven Davis – sdejdavis@netscape.net (Seaton)
Ben Kruse – krusedadb@yahoo.com

(Westheimer)
David Love – dlove@suddenlink.net (Austin)
Denise Mikeska – dkaym@hot.rr.com (Seaton)

Unity Archivist
Clint Machann

c-machann@tamu.edu
979-696-1360 or 979-845-4898

DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Jilova 4579
760 05 ZLIN
Czech Repubic
e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
2951 St. Claire Rd.
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
pbrmissions@qmail.com

Rob and Anne Thiessen
25 E. Camino Nacional
Tlalixtac de Cabrera
Oaxaca, MEXICO 68627
(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
e-mail: rvthiessen&yahoo.com

Michael and Caroline Woo
P.O. Box 27
Chiang Mai 50000
Thailand
e-mail: mcswoo@psmail.net
To access their pictures, go to
http://gallery.mac.com/woofamily

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE

President: James Marek, (512) 352-6165;
james@cnbt.com

1st Vice President: Rev. Lawrence Junek,
(254) 714-2622; ljunek@hot.rr.com

2nd Vice President: Rev. James Hejl,
(512) 365-6890; jhejl@austin.rr.com

3rd Vice President: Rev. Tommy Tallas,
(325) 949-7543; rev.tjt@verizon.net

Secretary: Liz Ripple, lizripple@hotmail.com

Treasurer: Dewyan Weise, 6006 FM Hwy 765,
San Angelo, TX 76905; hdweise@zipnet.us

Financial Secretary: Marvin Chlapek, P.O. Box
1163, Caldwell, TX 77836, (979) 272-9102;
mjcarc@sbcglobal.net

Ministerial Alternate: Rev. Vanessa Mitchell,
(979) 574-0265; lajoiededieu@gmail.com

Pastor to Pastors: Dr. Larry Koslovsky;
lwkoslo@aol.com

Lay Alternate: Dorothy Milberger;
mildw@sbcglobal.net

Lay Members:
Austin – Claren Kotrla
BCS – Jim Baletka; TXNFish@aol.com
Buckholts – Dan Balusek, 1306 W. 1st St.,

Cameron, TX 76520.
Caldwell – Ron Dusek; rdusekdds@aol.com
Crosby – Chris Armstrong;

ChrisOSE203@aol.com
Cy-Fair – Roger Runnels; rogerhr@swbell.net
Dime Box – Jean Davis;

jandwdav@verizon.net
Fayetteville/Industry – Jerry Marshall;

jerry@thepropertynote.com
Good Shepherd – Alfredo Wilson
Granger – Pat Hejl; pghej11918@gmail.com
Houston – Dorothy Hinson;

Dorothy.hinson@hotmail.com
Industry – Jerry Marshall;

jerry@thepropertynote.com
Nelsonville – Daniel Merz;

dan.merz@williams.com
New Tabor – Adelle Morehead;

Adelle.m.morehead@citi.com
Ocker – Kathy Harrison;

kathy53087@yahoo.com
Pasadena – Mickey Jones;

mickeyandpat@yahoo.com
Rosenberg – Alice Kocurek;

katalice@peoplepc.com
Seaton – Leonard Mikeska;

mikeskains@hot.rr.com
Snook – Justin Lewis; JLewis@csbtx.com
Taylor – James Marek; james@cnbt.com
Temple – Ruth Rolston; Irolston@hot.rr.com
Wall – Dewyan Weise; hdweise@zipnet.us
Wesley – Janet Pomykal;

janetpomykal@yahoo.com
West – Dorothy Kocian;

dekocian@yahoo.com
Westheimer – Ben Kruse;

zoonsfsed@consolidated.net

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Rev. Kay Polasek, Chair;
pastorkpolasek@yahoo.com

Charles Groseclose, Representative
to Foreign Mission Board;

 cmrag@aol.com

Angie Hairrell, Representative to Hus
Board of Trustees; hairrell@dishmail.net

Rev. Whitney Amos;  chatney@aol.com

Rev. Jim Heckman;
jimheckman@clergy.net

Jennifer Chervenka

jennchervenka@farm-market.net

Kimberly Stewart;  kcstew@austin.rr.com

Jean Kotrla; kotrla@flash.net
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POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Brethren Journal, 3635 CR 225, Caldwell, TX 77836.
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TEXAS  76574

Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.
      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager,
Cathleen Schlechte (address inside front cover).  These donations
are tax deductible.


