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President’s Column . . . James Marek
Report to the Synodical Committee

During the last weekend in March,
I had the opportunity to drive through-
out Central Texas as I
made my way to a de-
nominational meeting and
the Christian Sisters Con-
vention. As I drove, I
could not help but notice
how spring was moving
into full bloom. What may
have appeared lifeless and
dormant just a few weeks
before was now re-emerging with vivid
color and clear signs of life.

As I drove, I began to see similari-
ties between the onset of spring and
the activity within the denomination.
After the last Synodical Committee
meeting in October, we entered winter
and the holidays, at which time the
denominational activity slowed. As
winter faded and spring has emerged,
activity centered around the busi-
ness of the denomination is again on
the rise.

While a number of projects within
the Unity may start and stop, our
support for missions must never wane.
As reported earlier in the Brethren
Journal, although our mission giving
as a denomination may have reached
record levels last year, we still fell
short of reaching our combined mis-

sion goal of $134,000 by more than
$35,000. In 2013, 22 congregations

participated in missions
support for a combined
total of over $66,000; 33
individuals accounted for
over $24,000.
Noncongregational orga-
nizations like the Chris-
tian Sisters and local Sun-
day Schools provided
over $8,000. Below are a

few additional statistics related to
mission giving:

Congregational Giving
$1-$500 5
$501-$1000 1
$1001-$2000 4
$2001-$3000 4
$3001-$5000 6
over $5000 2

Total 22

Individual Giving
$1-$500 19
$501-$1000 8
$1001-$2000 1
$2001-$3000 2
$3001-$5000 3

Total Givers 33

Organizational Giving
$1-$500 4
$501-$1000 1
$1001-$2000 1
$4500-$5000 1

Total Givers 7

AMOS ELECTRIC SUPPLY
COMPANY

LIGHT FIXTURES • APPLIANCES
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

(254) 778-4271
5120 S. General Bruce Dr., Temple, TX 76502
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Voting Members:
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Member: Erin Brinkley (BYF: 2012), 119
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Hairrell@gmail.com
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Ct., Bryan, TX 77802. (979) 229-7524;
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Programming Director: Kayla Marek, 901
Hidden Valley Dr. #9302, Round Rock,
TX 78665; kmarek2012@gmail.com

Unity Youth Coordinator: Jennifer
Chervenka (Synodical Committee
Appointment), 9494 Big Elm Creek Road,
Rogers, TX 76569.  (254) 983-1002;
jennchervenka@farm-market.net

Facilities Manager(s): Jim and Dawn
Marie Baletka, 600 Benchmark Drive,
College Station, TX 77845;
txnfish@aol.com;
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Schlechte, 3635 CR 225, Caldwell, TX
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Oversight of Synodical Committee: Rev.
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9865; jerryleeterrill@gmail.com
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WESTHEIMER COMMUNITY CHURCH

15635 Westheimer Road
Houston, Texas 77082

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Westheimercommunitychurch.org

While it is encouraging that more
people are getting involved in the
support of missions, there is still a
need for additional mission partners.
For those who may be interested in
supporting missions on a monthly
basis through a bank draft, the autho-
rization form is available on the Unity
website. When we started this cam-
paign, we identified the need for 150
units of $75 per month to fully fund
both mission budgets. So far we have
approximately 18 units of $75 coming
in on a monthly basis. Monthly drafts
for less or more than $75 are also
welcomed and appreciated.

The topic of missions provides a
great segue to the Christian Sisters
Union. As mentioned earlier, I was
able to attend the Christian Sisters
Convention held in Nelsonville in late
March. While at the convention, I
learned that the Christian Sisters not
only continue to play a significant
role in our mission programs today,
but were also one of the first Unity
organizations to formally adopt mis-
sions as a part of their purpose for
existing. According to our Unity his-
tory book, the Christian Sisters pio-
neered the idea of cooperative mis-
sion work in the Unity back in the

early ’30s.  A $25 donation to mis-
sions sent through the Moravian
Church was credited as the start of
missions for the Christian Sisters
Union. Throughout our history, the
Christian Sisters Union has made major
contributions in the life and work of
the Unity. We owe the Christian Sis-
ters a huge debt of gratitude for their
faithfulness, service, leadership and
example.

From the time that the Christian
Sisters was organized until today,
they have been staunch supporters
of missions, the Hus School Encamp-
ment, American Bible Society, and a
number of other worthwhile causes. It
was an honor to have had the chance
to attend their convention, and I am
glad I was there to learn something
new from these ladies. I encourage all
ladies in the Unity to get involved
with your local chapter of the Chris-
tian Sisters. By doing so, you can be
a part of one of the most significant
and tenured service organizations in
the Unity, and you may just make
history like many of the ladies who
have gone before you.

One of the new things we are just
beginning is the implementation of a
time of prayer before each Synodical

Committee meeting. Beginning at the
April 2014 meeting, we began a vol-
untary time of preparatory prayer for
the denomination. This time of prayer
will begin at 8:30 a.m. and conclude
just before the Synodical Committee
meeting begins. Anyone who is inter-
ested in participating is welcome to
come and engage in silent prayer for
the Unity, our leadership, and the
church. Our hope is that time of
prayer will be beneficial to the deci-
sion making processes of the Synodi-
cal Committee, and will also be a time
of fellowship with God through prayer.

We are fortunate to have the op-
portunity to license Tim Chaplin as a
licensed pastor for the Temple Breth-
ren Church. Our Unity bylaws allow
the Synodical Committee to issue 1-
year annually renewable licenses to
pastors who do not have a college
degree and/or have not completed
seminary training. Once a pastor is
licensed, he or she may serve as a full-
time pastor and may administer the
sacraments of Holy Communion and
Baptism in the congregation for which
he or she has been licensed. Accord-
ing to our bylaws, only ordained
pastors may administer the sacra-
ments anywhere within the denomi-

nation. Rev Jimmy Hejl has been as-
signed as a mentor to Tim and has
been working with Tim over the last
six months. Bro. Jimmy has enthusi-
astically recommended that Tim be
licensed. Tim is enrolled at Truett
Seminary at Baylor and plans to com-
plete his Masters of Divinity degree
within 2 years. We rejoice with Tim,
his family, and the Temple congrega-
tion as they continue their faith jour-
ney together while Tim proceeds to-
wards the completion of his studies
and eventual ordination.

The newly formed Website Rede-
sign Committee has begun to meet
and is in the process of evaluating
needs and resources necessary to
overhaul and update the Unity website.
Members of the committee are Liz
Ripple, Unity Secretary – Fayetteville,
Stacy Sebek – Ocker, Rev Vanessa
Mitchell – Caldwell, Ben Polasek –
Industry, Larry King – Houston, and
myself. The committee has met twice
already, and plans to meet regularly
until the project has been completed.
The committee has chosen to focus
their initial efforts on updating the
information currently on the website
as a first step to the redesign process.

Temple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren Church
2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502

(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759
tbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.com

Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.
Worship:Worship:Worship:Worship:Worship: 10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m. (254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898
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The thought is that the information
will need to be up to date regardless
of what direction is chosen for the
future design and layout. We are
reviewing the web hosting companies
and have agreed that one of our
objectives is to simplify the process
of updating the website in the future
so that changes can be made quickly
and easily. The current website has
been in service for almost 15 years. It
continues to be a great source of
information, but is due for an updated
look and feel. Ben Polasek has gra-
ciously handled the task of webmaster
since the inception of the website,
and we are very grateful for Ben’s
faithful service in this capacity. After
almost 15 years, Ben plans to step
down as the Unity webmaster and
would like to pass the baton to some-
one else. Ben will leave some big
shoes to fill when he steps down as
the Unity webmaster, but we will be
looking for a person who is willing to
be the next Unity webmaster. If you

know of someone who may be a good
fit for this position, please let one of
the committee members know.

Thanks to the work of the Bylaws
Committee, the 2013 Convention, Dawn
Marie Baletka, and Liz Ripple, we are
in the final stages of making sure all
the bylaws changes made at the con-
vention are finalized and reflected in
a new document. We expect that the
new version of the bylaws will be
available very soon on the Unity
website at www.unityofthebrethren.org
Special thanks go to Dawn Marie for
her tireless work in getting the bylaws
ready for Convention, and also to Liz
for her work with Dawn Marie in
finalizing all of the changes and
modifications.

Submitted in the Spirit of
Service to Christ,

James Marek
President

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203 Sunday School
9:30 AM

Sunday Worship
10:30 AM

Welcome

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor

email: lajoiededieu@gmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Church website: www.lifeatcbc.org

Church email: lifeatcbc@gmail.com

Did You Forget Something?
If you missed sending your payment for 2014

Please send it now!

All subscriptions past due will stop receiving
The Brethren Journal if payment is not received

by May 10, 2014.

If uncertain about your status, please email
manager.brethrenjournal@gmail.com or call Ben Polasek at

(979) 220-9270.

Thank You for Your Attention and Support!

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL FORM
Make $15.00 check payable to: The Brethren Journal

Send to the Business Manager:
Ben Polasek

705 Woodson Dr.
Caldwell, TX 77836

Please note: Whenever sending address changes, always include old
address.

Name ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State ______ Zip __________

Phone #: ____________________ Email: _________________________
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TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
512-352-6423

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor President Secretary

James D. Hejl Kevin Page Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-689-1593 M-Th 8:00 am-noon

I have been asked to write a few
words about what I find interesting in
the Unity By-Laws. This column is
meant to inspire, encourage, educate,
and promote discussion among the
Brethren.

I’ve just come home from the Spring
Synodical Committee meeting. One of
the topics discussed (again) was the
future of The Brethren Journal. Among
the items discussed were the financial
status of the Journal, the declining
subscription rates, the raise in post-
age rates, the lack of ads, and the lack
of content that is received by the
editor.

Let’s take a look at what the by-
laws say about The Brethren Jour-
nal – there is mention of a “zealous
agent” in “Article II. Congregations,
Section O – The congregation shall
elect a zealous agent for The Brethren
Journal, who shall work diligently to
gain more subscribers for The Breth-
ren Journal.” My dictionary tells me
that the word “zealous” is an adjec-
tive and the meaning is: feeling or
showing strong and energetic sup-

Let’s Take a Look at What the By-Laws Say…
- by Liz Ripple

port for a person, cause, etc.; enthu-
siastic diligence. The word zealous
appears only once in the by-laws and
can be found in certain versions of
the Bible.

Does your church have a zealous
agent? While the by-laws say we
should elect this one person, there
may be several in your church who
are zealots for the Journal. In order to
preserve the future of The Brethren
Journal, we are going to need many
zealous agents. If you have a zealous
agent for The Brethren Journal in
your congregation, encourage them.
If you have ideas of articles you
would like to see in the Journal, tell
your zealous agent, contact the editor
or anyone on the Journal’s Business
Committee. If you are reading this,
you have their contact information
(second page).

There was discussion at the meet-
ing to stop printing The Brethren
Journal and to make available a PDF
file of the Journal. If you would want
to print copies, you or your church
would be responsible to see that

done. I personally like my printed
copy of The Brethren Journal. It fits
very nicely on my shelf with all the
many copies of The Brethren Journal
that I have collected for over 20 years.
I use it almost daily to find informa-
tion on contact people, look up his-
tory, read old articles and new ones.
I would not like to have to print it
myself. I use the computer and I do
see benefit in electronic versions for
doing research. Our webmaster, Ben
Polasek, is starting to put some of the
older Brethren Journal issues on the
Unity website (Brethren Journal Ar-
chives). Anyone who does research
knows what a valuable tool this can
be. But there are many of our mem-
bers who do not use or own a com-
puter, and having our members print

their own copies would also be costly.
A survey of all the members in the

Unity – not just the Synodical Com-
mittee – is going to be taken soon at
all the churches regarding the future
of The Brethren Journal. Please take
the time to take this survey. It will be
your opportunity to help decide the
future of The Brethren Journal.

Stealing a line from something a
pastor wrote a few years back in The
Brethren Journal, and I’m adding my
own spin on it… “if the printed ver-
sion of The Brethren Journal is in-
deed to slip away, I have no intention
of letting it do so quietly.” Any other
zealous agents out there?

Next time – What should be in-
cluded when we mention our church?

OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53

Temple, Texas 76501

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM

Elder Board President
David Sebek

3910 Red Ranger Road
Temple, TX 76501

(254) 985-2578, cell (254) 913-0732

Pastor
Rev. Ron Winsman

3112 W. Ave. R, Temple, TX 76504
(254) 742-0827

ronwinsman@hotmail.com

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka

9494 Big Elm Creek Road
Rogers, TX 76569

(254) 983-1002

Cemetery
Sharon Marek

23383 Milam Road
Burlington, TX 76519

(254) 869-2845
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Seaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren ChurchSeaton Brethren Church
12561 State Highway 53

Temple, TX  76501
Church Phone:  254-985-2694

seatonbrethrenchurch@yahoo.com

Rev. Denise Mikeska, Pastor –
sbcpastordenise@yahoo.com

Charles Amos Sr., Board of Elders Chair

yielding toward the world, ever cling-
ing to Me. Be in the world with your
body, but with Me in your heart.
Blessed are you if you do these
things, and it will be well with you.
Depart now, my beloved, and remain
in your calling until the end, fully
enjoying the comfort I have brought
you.”

As a class we shared our final
thoughts on this study, and with the
moments remaining I introduced our
next study – Mere Christianity, by C.
S. Lewis.

God had yet an additional surprise
in store for me that same Sunday
evening.

An outstanding actor named Philip
Smith was invited by our Christian
Sisters to perform The Gospel of God’s
Love.

This was Mr. Smith’s second visit
to us portraying the Apostle Paul as
a prisoner bound in chains. In this
performance, he recited portions of
the Apostle Paul’s letters that make
up a large part of the New Testament
that we know and love today.

As he began his performance, I
remembered that Paul had a past. He
was once known as Saul of Tarsus

and an avid persecutor of the early
church. I then recalled that C. S. Lewis
had a bit of a past, as well. Before he
became a noted Christian scholar,
author, and theologian he was an
atheist.

This was a wonderful reminder
that God indeed changes lives. More-
over, it was also a reminder that while
God does not always call those al-
ready equipped, He always equips
those that He calls.

He has even been known to equip
an amateur writer who initially re-
sisted His call to write.

Yes, this truly was a Sunday in
Lent that really helped me put things
in a more proper perspective.

This is as it should be, because
that is a big part of what the journey
of Lent is all about.

Having stated this, it seems only
fitting to conclude this article with
the same words Comenius used to
conclude his classic.

Gloria in exelsis Deo et in terra
pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.
(Luke 2:14 – Glory to God in the
highest and, on earth peace to people
of good will.)

Mailing Address: Church 9:00 A.M.
P.O. Box 9283 Sunday School 10:45 A.M.
College Station, TX 77842 Off: 979-693-3606

email: papasebek@gmx.com

BrBrBrBrBryyyyyan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Staaaaat ion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Church
2650 Earl Rudder Freeway South

www.unityofthebrethren.org

Rev. Mark Sebek

While every Sunday is special,
Sunday March 23, 2014, was an ex-
tremely special Sunday for me.

It was the third Sunday in Lent,
and it was on this day that my class
finished its study of The Labyrinth of
the World and the Paradise of the
Heart, by John Amos Comenius.

As you may recall from a previous
article, this centuries-old classic by
Comenius is told in two parts. In the
first part the main character, a pilgrim,
examines the world and its occupa-
tions and finds the world to be a
labyrinth or maze that fails to offer
true happiness.

It is in the second part that he
encounters Christ and learns that true
happiness can only be found in union
with Him. Thus, he discovers the
paradise of the heart.

As a man of faith, I find there is
little that occurs in life that I can
ascribe to mere coincidence or chance.

How fitting it was that my class
should finish its journey with the
pilgrim during the Holy season of
Lent. How appropriate it was to be

Putting Things in Perspective
- by Jim Pokorny

reminded of the truth that was re-
vealed to Comenius four centuries
ago that is still just as relevant today
as when he put quill to paper.

“Remain in the world as a pilgrim,
a tenant, an alien, and a guest as long
as I leave you there. But with Me in
My household you have been given
the right of heavenly citizenship.
Therefore, seek to have your associa-
tions here! Constantly lift your mind
as high as possible to Me, but incline
as low as possible to your neighbor.
Make use of earthly things as long as
you are on earth, but delight in heav-
enly things. Be submissive to Me,
resistant and recalcitrant to the world
and the flesh. Guard within yourself
the wisdom I have imparted to you,
and outwardly maintain the simplicity
I have required of you. Have a vocal
heart and a silent tongue. Be sensi-
tive to the miseries of your neighbors,
but inured to the wrongs inflicted
against yourself. With your soul, serve
Me alone, with your body, whomever
you can or must. What I command,
do; what I lay on you, bear. Be un-
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WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas
Home: 325-949-7543 Cell: 325-656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@verizon.net
Church: rev.tjt@zipnet.us

www.wallbrethrenchurch.org

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Youth Director Secretary
David Miller Susan & Bryan Neal Johnie Smith
325-651-7597 325-227-7242 Tu-F-8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

This is the Rev. Mark Sebek speak-
ing at the first night of revival ser-
vices held at the Granger Brethren
Church on Sunday, March 30, 2014.
Bro. Mark’s sermon was entitled “King
of Glory,” and on the evening of the
31st, the subject matter was “Examine
Jesus for Yourself.” Both messages
were very powerful!

Jon Farrow and Valeria Miller from
the Temple Brethren Church also came
and sang two special songs each
evening, as well as Jon leading the
singing and Valeria playing the piano!
What blessings were received and
imparted to all in attendance! Plans
will soon be made for more revival
services to be held this fall.

From the gospel of John 4:35b, we
are told, “Open your eyes and look at
the fields!  They are ripe for harvest.”

Revival Services Held at
Granger Brethren Church

On Sunday, March 30, the Granger
Brethren Church congregation gath-
ered around their new prayer box,
which was designed and assembled
by Board of Elders President Claren
Kotrla. Claren also installed the sup-
port post with the able assistance of
Angie Malicoat, another member of
the congregation.

Hopefully and prayerfully, the resi-
dents of the Granger area will use this
box to drop off requests for prayer.
We certainly have the honor and
privilege of going directly to God in
prayer; however, there are those times
when we each feel the need, the
desire, to know that someone else is
joining with us in prayer for whatever
the specific need(s) may be. This is
called intercessory prayer. In the Old
Testament book of Numbers, there is
an incident involving Aaron, the priest,
and the fire of God. Aaron provides a
vivid picture of the intercessor. You

Prayer Box Installed at Granger Brethren Church

may find this passage of scripture at
Numbers 16:44-49.

The congregation’s pastor, Rev.
Larry Zabcik, will be the only one to
open the box, which is locked. Paper
and pen are available as well as a solar
night light. Your requests may cer-
tainly be anonymous; however, if you
desire followup from the pastor, please
provide your name, phone number,
and/or email address.

In his book entitled, The Lost Art
of Intercession, author James W. Goll
states, “Prayer is the backbone of the
Church,” and “Prayer is where every-
thing begins and ends in the realm of
the spirit. It is where everything is
accomplished.” The members of the
Granger Brethren Church echo his
sentiments and add a hearty, “Amen!”

The Granger Brethren Church is
located at 306 West Broadway. Wor-
ship services are held on Sunday
morning at 9 a.m.
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In Christ’s Love . . . from the Mission Field

SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 FM 2155/P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone –  (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday School – 9:00 AM; Worship – 10:15 AM
Bible Buddies – 2nd Wednesday, 6:00-7:30 PM

Pastor Board of Elders President Youth Directors
Rev. Joseph Polasek Rayfield Slovacek Randall & Jonna See

P.O. Box 54 P.O. Box 267 P.O. Box 345
Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878

(979) 272-1624 (979) 272-8845 (979) 272-8179

Coming back from the printing shop
there was a sense of relief in my step.
March 11 marked the day we finished
our Discipleship Training book for
our D people. It contains 10 basic
stories for new believers and the best
practiced principles for church plant-
ing movements. It felt like a crowning
achievement for some of the work we
had been a part of over the last two
years. The following days we trained
our fledging church how to use these
materials. We also prepared our team-
mates for the months ahead while we
would be gone. Early the next week
we packed our five bags and stepped
into a taxi heading towards the air-
port. It felt like the beginning of a new
adventure...

Our first stop was the capital city,
where we did our original Chinese
language study. We connected with

old friends and met new ones. Most
importantly we processed a 3-month
Thailand visa for our travel needs.

The next week we headed north to
Chengdu, a mega city, where we at-
tended a spiritual renewal confer-
ence. Our desire was to experience the
Lord in deeper ways. Through His
grace I feel this was a milestone in our
spiritual walk, not only for us, but for
our kids as well. An image that was
impressed on me was new joy from
the Lord bursting forth from the depths.
This was like the releasing of water
from the depth of the seas during the
time of Noah and the flood.

At the end of March we arrived in
Thailand to attend several meetings.
Caroline is involved in our field coun-
sel and annual conference planning.
The same week Michael helped an-
other field conference by leading a

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Low Cost Funeral Insurance
Phone 361-798-3271

Several members of the Sunday
School class at Fayetteville Brethren
Church gathered to make 31 Easter
goodie bags for the children at Cade
Lake. Then on Sunday, April 13, sev-
eral members along with their pas-
tor – Rev. Kay Polasek – traveled to
Cade Lake and joined in the worship
service.

This is the second year that
Fayetteville has taken Easter bags to
Cade Lake, much to the delight of the
children. They also bring Christmas

Fayetteville Brethren
Takes Easter bags to Cade Lake

Pictured: Jerry Dove, Ann & Milton Heintschel, Martha Dove, Joe Ripple,
Betty Yoakum and Kathy Voshalike.

Not pictured – Liz Ripple.

gift bags for the children. Cade Lake
is one of several home missions that
is supported by Fayetteville.

The Christian Sisters Society at
Fayetteville also financially support
the local food pantry, the area hospi-
tal, American Legion, Combined Com-
munity Action, and Meals on Wheels,
along with holding a food drive for
the local pantry and also for “In God’s
Hands Ministry.” Martha Dove serves
as a member on the Unity Home
Missions Board.
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arose to live in Honduras and learn all
about church planting movements in
1987.

Anne grew up in Honduras, sur-
rounded by this CPM that her father
had helped pioneer. After university
and a few years helping Nicaraguan
refugees, she experienced an awaken-
ing to the great needs of the
“unreached” around the world, and
the need for the non-Western church
to participate in missions. She began
presenting weekend seminars through-
out the churches of Honduras while
supporting herself as a bilingual
teacher.

Robert and Anne met at one of
these weekends, and after several
turns and many months later, they
were engaged, and committed to a
life-long mission of working along-
side the Latin church in going to the
unreached.

Even though most of the unreached
are in the 10-40 Window, they became
aware that in southern Mexico, just a
thousand kilometers south of the US
border, hundreds and thousands of
indigenous villages remained without
any Gospel witness. There were more
than 50 distinct groups of pre-
Columbian natives speaking their own

languages, necessitating close to  300
translations of the New Testament.
Robert and Anne began incarnational
ministry among the Mixtecs of
Metlatonoc, about seven hours up in
the mountains from Acapulco, in 1992.
For five years they migrated between
this area and northern Mexico, ac-
companying the Mixtecs in their sea-
sonal labour in the extensive tomato
fields of Culiacan. They concentrated
on learning the tonal language and
the complex world view of these mostly
monolingual and distrusting people.
They were building relationships and
finding ways to share of the good-
ness of God, His respect for each
people group, and the freedom from
fear that Christ can bring.

In the subsequent years, they lived
with their family (RuthE in 1995, Philip
in 1997) in two market centers for the
Mixtec people, encouraging the gath-
ering together of believers, indig-
enous church forms, and helping the
Latin church make efforts to reach out
to the marginalized indigenous people
all around them.

 In 2004 the family moved to Oaxaca
City, where the kids could attend an
American system school and Anne

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 – (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. – Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill

Dorothy Hinson John David Skrivanek
President Secretary

7331 Misty Morning Lane  P.O. Box 1605
Humble, TX 77346 Bellaire, TX 77402

(281) 620-0480 (713) 626-0522

child/youth program. Only this week
have we been able to relax, reflect,
and pay attention to the fact that our
baby girl is coming!

We plan to stay at our conference
center and help out wherever is needed
until May. At that time we will move to
a retreat center while Michael’s par-
ents will brave a trip to visit us.
Needless to say, these are all life-
changing experiences happening be-
fore us.

As we wait for the birth of our new
child, we are reminded of the D church
in China. May and Stephen attended
a training in a neighboring country
teaching similar church reproducing
principles. We have heard they are
very encouraged to continue the work
towards church multiplication. We hope
that another meeting place(s) will be
birthed while we are away, that the
church will continue to go out and
share in love, that people will come to
faith and then come together as
churches. We challenge you to con-
tinue to pray with us for new life and
new joy among our people group.

Love,
Michael & Caroline,
Samuel, Ian, Zach, Isaac, and #5

Missionary Spotlight:

Robert and Anne Thiessen:
Life, Ministry & Vision

In 1998 the Unity Foreign Mis-
sion Board became acquainted with
the Thiessens and their work through
the Board of World Missions of the
Moravian Church. Since, the Unity
has given them financial and prayer-
ful support as well as visits to their
work in Southern Mexico. Some of
you may recognize them because they
have been to a number of the Breth-
ren Churches and the Unity conven-
tions. Here is the story of their life
and work, written by Robert.

Background
Robert grew up in southern Ontario,

left church-related life early, and God
broke through to him a couple years
into a construction job after dropping
out of engineering. He went back to
his Mennonite Brethren church, search-
ing for God’s purpose for his life.
Robert worked alongside United
Church youth ministries and was “ripe”
for missions when an opportunity

GGGGGRANGERRANGERRANGERRANGERRANGER B B B B BRETHRENRETHRENRETHRENRETHRENRETHREN C C C C CHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCH

1903 Where it all began
306 West Broadway Street, Granger, TX

76530

Sunday Services 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship, Refreshments & Bible Study 10:15 a.m.

Pastor, Rev. Larry Zabcik
(903) 265-2277
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began teaching English literature and
writing. Robert continues to visit and
mentor among the Mixtec and Latin
leaders, while developing relation-
ships with church leaders in this
much larger center of indigenous
people and missions. He mentors and
teaches existing leaders and mission-
aries and apprentices new missionar-
ies, while also being involved in church
plants in the city (a new culture for
the Thiessen’s to learn and adapt to).
Anne is integrally involved in many
of these activities, too.

Ministry
As the Thiessens lived among the

Mixtec people, and then with the
Latins, a ministry of missiological
mentoring developed. Their contact
with leaders, both indigenous Latin
and North American, taught them much
about the interplay between tradi-
tional models of church and the starkly
different reality of indigenous people.
Applying their own experience and
the best practice thinking of current
mission leaders, they help local min-
istries refine their approach to reach-
ing the animistic people of Mexico
and beyond. While still involved them-

selves in work among the Mixtecs of
Metlatonoc and church planting in
Oaxaca City, they are able to help
build the capacity of missions en-
deavors of many types aimed not
only at the indigenous of Mexico, but
the urban masses and the unreached
of the classic 10-40 Window. An im-
portant addition is the direct appren-
ticeship of missionary candidates who
come to Mexico looking for a com-
plete preparation into incarnational
cross-cultural missions.

In 2013 RuthE graduated and has
entered University in Canada near
family. Phillip is still in school in
Oaxaca City.

Robert and Anne have mentored
many missionaries. Among them were
Jill Miller and Phil and Eunice Raiford.

Let us support them financially
and prayerfully as they minister to the
Mixtecs in Jesus’ name and for God’s
Glory. Our support is not the only
support, but is substantial for them.
May God use their ministry to enrich
many more lives.

(Last three concluding paragraphs
by Rev. Lawrence Junek.)

THE BUCKHOLTS BRETHREN CHURCH
606 N. 4th Street

Buckholts, Texas 76518

Worship 9 AM Rev. Johnny Kueker
Study 10:30 AM P.O. Box 325
(No service on Buckholts, Texas 76518
fifth Sunday.) (254) 605-0434

Sunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday School
HelperHelperHelperHelperHelper

Sunday School songs are a mainstay of Sunday mornings.
As Sunday School teachers, we sing the familiar songs
such as Jesus Loves Me and The B-I-B-L-E. As parents, we
also sing these songs as we rock our babies to sleep or in
the car as we travel from school. These songs are
powerful. They engrain Biblical truth almost effortlessly.
They also help children remember Bible stories. For the
next few months we will explore common Sunday School
songs and Bible lessons and crafts to accompany them.

Sunday School
Helper

Sing the praises of the
Lord, you His faithful

people; praise His holy
name.

Psalm 30:4
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SING:
Zaccheus was a wee little man
And a wee little man was he.
He climbed up in a sycamore tree
For the Lord he wanted to see.

And as the Savior came that way
He looked up in the tree.
And He said, “Zaccheus, you come down from there”
For I’m going to your house today,
For I’m going to your house today.
YouTube video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkd-QFD7vMA

TELL the story of Zaccheus from the Bible: Luke 19: 2-10. The Beginners
Bible is an excellent resource to tell the story to young children. You
could also use this video of the story: http://vimeo.com/57088533

PLAY musical chairs. Place chairs (or carpet squares, pieces of paper,
or whatever you are using to mark “spots”) in a circle, using one less
than the number of players. Play music and have the children walk
around the circle, when the music stops, they must sit down on a spot
as fast as they can. Continue playing until only one player remains.
Possible questions for discussion after the game include, What did it
feel like to be the last person playing? What did it feel like to be
“out”? What does it mean to leave someone out? Have you ever not
included someone on purpose? Have you ever been the one
excluded? How does Jesus want us to treat one another? Who was
Jesus especially good at including?

   For
comments/questions/
information, contact:

Angie Hairrell

Hairrell@gmail.com

Zaccheus The Call of Zaccheus
Such a familiar story is easy to dismiss. However, there are some subtle
points that teens can discern and apply to their lives.
Setting: Note that this story of Zacchaeus occurs as Jesus has set His
eyes toward Jerusalem and has told the disciples all that will occur there
(Luke 18:31-34). Not understanding but willing to follow, the disciples go
with Him toward Jericho.
Outside of the city gates, Jesus meets a blind beggar and heals him.
Certainly, word of this travels fast even without cell phones!
vv. 1-2: Jesus is passing through Jericho on his final trip to Jerusalem.
Zacchaeus lived there; he was a tax collector. Rome controlled a vast
group of countries they had taken over. Heavy taxes were levied to keep
the government ruling. Roman officials would appoint local people to
collect these taxes and set an amount. The appointees would then tell the
citizens how much to pay. Jews despised the taxes and the tax collectors
as the money went to support a government they saw as ungodly, and
when the tax collectors were some of their own Jewish kin, they felt great
hatred for them. Zacchaeus was a “chief tax collector”, probably
indicating that he was over a district with other tax collectors reporting
to him… and giving him a cut of the profits. He was a wealthy man.
vv. 3-4: Obviously Zacchaeus had heard of Jesus and was anxious to see
him. A couple of things stood in the way: huge crowds and his short
stature. Neither of these hindrances stopped him... He ran (unusual for
a wealthy man in the Middle East to do) and climbed a tree (surely
undignified for his position in the Roman community). A sycamore tree
was an evergreen that could grow to a height of 40 feet.
vv. 5-6: It appears that Jesus knew Zacchaeus. Had others talked about
him? Did some of the crowd point and call his name? Or was this a divine
appointment? When Jesus looked up into the tree and called his name,
He told Zacchaeus, “I must stay at your house today” – the term “must”
indicating a divine necessity or plan.
vv. 7-8: When the crowd began to “mutter,” consider this as complaining.
Perhaps there was outright disbelief that one who called God “Father”
would also go to dine with such a sinner. Zacchaeus heard these
complaints; he knew what he had done wrong. The attention of Jesus
seems to have caused him to look at himself. Zacchaeus declared he
would give half of all he owned to the poor, and for those he had cheated,
he would repay four times the amount. The Mosaic law was clear: a thief
had to restore what he took plus 1/5 (Lev. 6:1-7). If something was stolen
that couldn’t be restored (for example, a sheep that was eaten or sold),
the thief had to repay four times the value (Ex. 22:1). Zacchaeus didn’t
try to avoid the law – he exceeded it by repaying more.
vv. 9-10: The response of Jesus, “Today salvation has come to this
house,” was not affirmed because Zacchaeus gave money to the poor.
Salvation came because Zacchaeus had a change of heart and life. The
call of Jesus was answered with a new man in Zacchaeus. The phrase
“this man, too, is a son of Abraham” is for the crowd. Jesus is reaffirming
Zacchaeus’ place in the Jewish community. And Jesus reiterates his
mission:  “The son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”



22/May 2014 BRETHREN JOURNAL BRETHREN JOURNAL May 2014/23

To communicate with the Hus Encampment . . .
. . . regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:

Dawn Marie Baletka
600 Benchmark Drive

College Station, TX 77845
 (979) 777-9940 or (979) 693-2710

BaletkaD@navasotaisd.org
*This must be done well in advance.

Schedule and Details of Upcoming Unity Activities
May 2-4 – State Youth Fishing Retreat, Port O’Connor, TX – Retreat
fee of $60 includes lodging, food, and fishing supplies. Fishing license
required for 17 years old and older. Registration deadline is Friday, April
4. Registration forms available at www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.com. See
flyer in this issue for additional information, or contact Jennifer Chervenka
at jennchervenka@farm-market.net or (254) 983-1002.

May 4 – 25th Fried Chicken Fund Raiser for Industry Brethren
Church – at the Industry Firemen’s Hall (16632 Fordtran Blvd., Industry,
TX).  Eat there or plates to go. Serving 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Auction at noon.
Desserts available, country store, and raffle items.

May 5, 2014 – Rev. Henry Beseda, Jr., Memorial Golf Tournament for
Missions – Faith Bridge Ranch Golf Club in Monaville, TX. Four-man
scramble. Registration at 9 .m., tee-off at 10:30 a.m. Cost is $80 per
golfer, which includes 18 holes of golf, cart, meal, drinks, and chance to
win prizes. Deadline for golfer names to be turned in is April 23, 2013.
Registration forms available on the Unity website, or call Rev. Michael
Groseclose at (979) 865-3026.

May 15-17 – Maintenance work at the Cade Lake Community
Church in Caldwell. Lodging will be available for overnight workers at
the Hus Encampment. Please contact Bro. Jim Heckman with how many
will be able to help and whether or not they will be using the camp for
lodging. Phone (979) 200-0513 or email: brotherjim@cadelakechapel.com

June 22 – Fayetteville Brethren Church 16th Annual Celebration –
Ellinger Chamber of Commerce hall. Worship is at 10:45 at the church.
Starting at 10:30 a.m. at the Ellinger C of C hall: Meal of turkey, ham, and
dressing – eat there or plates to go – bake sale, country store, muscial
entertainment by Kovanda’s Czech Band, and at 1 p.m. a live auction.
Proceeds benefit the Building Fund. The Christian Sisters will have a silent
auction to benefit Unity of the Brethren programs and local charities. For
more info, contact Joe Ripple at (979) 378-2239.

Summer Camps
June 12-14 – Encounter Camp June 15-20 – Pioneer Camp
June 22-27 – Discovery Camp June 29-July 3 – Alpha Camp
July 6-25 – Hus School July 26-27 – BYF Convention &

Volleyball Tournament

SAVE THE DATE . . .
September 14, 2014 – The congregation at Temple Brethren Church
would like for you to mark your calendar as well as the Unity calendar that
we will observe the 100th anniversary of the congregation on September
14, 2014. The tentative plans are for morning worship, lunch, and then an
afternoon program. Details need to be developed, but just wanted everyone
to mark their calendars. Hope to see you then! Grace Labaj, President;
Board of Elders and congregation

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would like to
include in this listing? Please send activity information including a
contact name, phone number and/or email address to the Brethren Journal
Editor at:  editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com .  Information must be
received by the first day of the month immediately preceding the month of
publication.

Call us if you have questions
about naming your church
or a Unity of the Brethren
agency as a beneficiary

in an existing or new
SPJST insurance certificate.

SPJST
520 NorthMain Street
Temple, Texas 76501

(800) 727-7578
www.spjst.org

Membership
Benefits

• Life Insurance
• Annuities
• Home Loans
• Family Activities
• Community Involvement
• Youth Activities and Camp
• Scholarships
• Vestnik weekly newspaper

Insuring & Enriching Lives

A fraternal benefit society
serving Texans

and their families
for 112 years.
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DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for May 2014

Dorothy E. Kocian

1. Worship the Lord your God, and
serve Him only. Mt. 4:10

2. For the Lord is good, and His
love endures forever. Ps. 100:5

3. Do not put the Lord your God to
the test. Mt. 4:7

4. Man shall not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God. Mt. 4:4

5. Just as you received Christ
Jesus as Lord, continue to live
in Him. Col. 2:6

6. Seek the Lord and His strength;
seek His presence continually.
Ps. 105:4

7. This is the victory that conquers
the world – our faith. 1 Jn. 5:4

8. The Lord shall overcome
because He is Lord of lords
and King of kings. Rev. 17:14

9. He guides me in the paths of
righteousness for His name’s
sake. Ps. 23:3

10. Once made perfect, He became
the source of eternal salvation
for all who obey Him. Heb. 5:9

11. Jesus said, “The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because He
has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor.”
Lk. 4:18

12. Search me, O God, and know
my heart; test me and know my
anxious thoughts. Ps. 139:23

13. Create in me a pure heart, O
God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me. Ps. 51:10

14. Revive us again, that Your people
may rejoice in You. Ps. 85:6

15. Blessed are those who are
persecuted because of
righteousness, for they will be
filled. Mt. 5:10

16. Blessed are those who
maintain justice, who constantly
do what is right. Ps. 106:3

17. Pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love,
endurance, gentleness.
1 Tim. 6:11

18. “These people honor Me with
their life, but their hearts are
far from Me.” Mt. 15:8

19. Stop doing wrong; learn to do
right! Isa 1:16

20. Seek justice, encourage the
oppressed. Isa. 1:17

21. Jesus said, “I desire mercy, not
sacrifice, for I have not come to
call the righteous, but sinners.”
Mt. 9:13

22. Therefore be imitators of God,
as beloved children, and live in
love. Eph. 5:1,2

23. Godliness with contentment is
great gain. 1 Tim. 6:6

24. I desire mercy, not sacrifice,
and acknowledgment of God
rather than burnt offerings.
Hosea 6:6

25. Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.
Mk. 12:30

26. Love your neighbor as yourself.
Lev. 19:18

27. This is what the Lord Almighty
says: Give careful thought to
your ways.” Haggai 1:5

28. “I am with you,” declares the
Lord. Haggai 1:13

29. We will serve the Lord because
He is our God. Josh. 24:18

30. I am the Lord your God. You
will acknowledge no other God
but me, no Savior except me.
Hosea 13:14

31. Fear the Lord and serve Him
with faithfulness. Joshua 24:14

Unity of the Brethren
2014 Summer Camping Program

Information Form

Encounter Camp (ages 7&8)
June 12-14 (Thurs 4 PM to Sat 1PM)
Deadline / Registration Fee
By 4/15 - $200; By 5/1 - $250;
By 5/15 - $275
Directors: Vernell LabAJ, Peggy Hejl

Alpha Camp (ages 9&10)
June 29-July 3 (Sun 3 PM to Thurs
2 PM)
Deadline / Registration Fee
By 4/15 - $300; By 5/1 - $350;
By 5/15 - $375
Directors:  John Paul & Jennifer
Chervenka, Taylor Brinkley

2014 Schedule

Pioneer Conference (ages 11&12)
June 15-20 (Sun 3 PM to Fri 2 PM)
Deadline / Registration Fee
By 4/15 - $300; By 5/1 - $350;
By 5/15 - $375
Directors:  Don & Laurie Bagby,
Jon & Gayle Farrow

Discovery Conference (ages 13-15)
June 22-27 (Sun 3 PM to Fri 2 PM)
Deadline / Registration Fee
By 4/15 - $300; By 5/1 - $350;
By 5/15 - $375
Directors: Amy Snelgrove, Mark Olsen,
Rebecca Gibbs, Steve Gleinser

Hus School (ages 16-High School Senior)
July 6-25 (Sun 3 PM to Thurs 2PM)

Deadline / Registration Fee
By 4/15 - $600; By 5/1 - $650;

By 5/15 - $675
Director:  Jennifer Chervenka

Questions or Comments? Contact Kayla Marek, Camp Programmer
(512) 944-2619 or kmarek2012@gmail.com

Brethren Book Store
P.O. Box 321

Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 200-0513

Diane Heckman, Manager
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VITAL STATISTICS

MEMBERS RECEIVED

BY TRANSFER OR PROFESSION OF FAITH:
TIM and KELLIE CHAPLIN were received into
the membership of Temple Brethren Church
by reaffirmation of faith on April 6, 2014.
Board of Elders Temple Brethren Church.

RECENT BAPTISMS

CARSON BODE OWENS, son of Corey
Justin Owens and Shauna Simcik Owens,
born October 26, 2013, was baptized March
30, 2014. Sponsors: Bryan and Brityn Black.
Grandparents: Peggy Lynn Black, Penni
Dempsey Owens, Rusty Bode Owens. Great-
Grandparents: Margaret Black, Buck and
Jan Owens, and Nell Dempsey.  Ken Michalik
held the Baptismal Cup and represented the
church. Minister: Rev. Tommy Tallas.

VALERIA PITTMAN was united in Holy Mat-
rimony to TERRY MILLER on March 15,
2014, in an outdoor setting, under God’s
big, beautiful, blue sky in southwestern
Milam County. They will reside in Belton,
Texas. Minister: Rev. Larry Zabcik.

RECENT WEDDINGS

Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping Neighbors
Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged Funerals

• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

Bellville Sealy Wallis
865-3121 885-3535 478-6311

Thoughts about giving…

Remembering the Unity of the Brethren or any
of its ministries is a fitting testimony of your
belief. Your gift in a will can be a legacy that
continues to affect the Christian values, mission,
and ministry that is important to you.

You can give without restrictions and let us use the funds for
the most pressing needs or you can specify how, when, or
where you want the funds used.

You can require that we hold the principle as an endowment
and use only the earnings each year.

You can give in memory or in the honor of someone.

Your gift can be contingent. The funds go to someone if they
survive you and if not, then to the Unity.

You can tell us now that you have named the Unity in your
will and allow us to express our gratitude…or you can let it
be known later.

There are many other ways to give. Contact any Board of
Grants and Bequests member about what you can give and
how you can give.

Ron Dusek, Treasurer – Caldwell – 979-567-3732,
rdusekdds@aol.com

Roger Runnels – Cy-Fair – 281-469-4302,
rogerhr@swbell.net

Ron Tyson – Houston – 281-373-4376 (home),
rdtyson1@hotmail.com

Eugene Haisler – Ocker – 254-985-2316, dmheeh@msn.com
Dewyan Weise – Wall – Unity Treasurer and Synodical

Committee Liaison – 325-651-8550, hdweise@zipnet.us
Alan Tomasek – 512-859-2197, amtomasek@thegateway.net

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE

“Bear ye one another’s burdens
And so fulfill the Law of

Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID
SOCIETY

Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President
Daniel Vojtek, Vice-President
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. Secretary
Ruth Ann Wuensche, Treasurer
Dorothy Hinson, Jr. Dept. Secretary
Ann Sebesta, Board Member
Rev. Michael Groseclose,

Synodical Liason

CHRISTIAN SISTERS’ UNION
OFFICERS

President: Delores Kubala, 2109
Quail Cove, Taylor, TX 76574.
(512) 352-3823, (512) 971-2173.
d_kubala@yahoo.com

Vice President: Ann Sebesta, P.O.
Box 115, Snook, TX 77878.
(979) 272-8691, (979) 272-8786.

Secretary: Kim Kennard, 4501
Oxford, Temple,TX 76502.
(254) 931-5657;
kimberlykkennard@yahoo.com

Financial Secretary: Carol Miller,
1710 West O.S.R., Caldwell, TX
77836. (979) 567-7774 (h),
(979) 220-0030 (c).
delandcarolmiller@verizon.net

Treasurer: Mary Kokes, 451 CR
369, Taylor, TX 76574.
(512) 365-7146, (512) 352-6423.
taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Hus Encampment Rep.:

Debbie Grimm, 1409 Stone Ridge
Dr., Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 352-
8966, (512) 718-2310.
mama_dgrimm@hotmail.com

Connie Janac, 1002 Munson,
College Station, TX 77840.
(979) 587-0363, (979) 696-1953.

Unity Mission Board Rep:

Ann Sebesta, P.O. Box 115, Snook,
TX 77878. (979) 272-8691, (979)
272-8786.
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Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9:00 AM
Nelsonville – Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

New Tabor – Sunday School at 9:30 AM &
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday,
“Tune Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. Dave Johnson

Ocker – worship at 10:15 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School at 9 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Ron Winsman

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
Midweek Study twice per month on
Thursdays at 6:30 PM.

– Visiting Ministers

Community Christian Church of Rosenberg –
Sundays: Adult Bible Study and Sunday

School for children at 9:00 AM; worship
at 10:30 AM.

Wednesdays: 5:30 PM, Dinner; 6:30 PM,
Bible Study; 6:50 PM, Prayer Meeting.

– Bro. Larry Butcher

Seaton –
Sunday, 9:15 AM – Prayer Gathering;

9:30 AM – Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM – Worship Celebration Service.

Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kid’s NITE Out
and Priority ONE Youth (BYF), Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Denise Mikeska

Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;
Worship – 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
– Rev. James Hejl

Temple – Sunday School at 9:30 AM.,
Worship at 10:45 AM.

– Pastor Tim Chaplin

Vsetin – Worship at 10:00 AM every
Sunday.

– Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (for all ages) at 9:30
AM; worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School follows.

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9:00 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Curtis Holland

Westheimer Community – 9:30 AM, Christian
Education; 10:30 AM, Worship, with Holy
Communion every 5th Sunday.

– Visiting Ministers

Austin – Bible Study at 10:00 AM
Austin – Worship at 11:00 AM.

– Rev. Linda Chandler

Bryan-College Station – worship at
9:00 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Mark Sebek

Buckholts – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker

Cade Lake Community Chapel – Sunday
School at 11:00 AM; Fellowship Lunch
at Noon; Worship at 1:00 PM.

– Rev. Jim Heckman

Caldwell – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.
Family Night, 1st & 3rd Weds. each
month in Fellowship Hall. Bring a
snack, a game, and a friend if able.

– Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

Christ Covenant Church – Tuesday
Evening Bible Study.

– Carl Shamel

Crosby –  9:00 AM: Worship
10:00 AM: Faith Adventure

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Cy-Fair Community Church – worship at
10:45 AM every Sunday.

1st & 3rd Sundays – Rick Chandler
2nd, 4th, & 5th Sundays – open

Dime Box – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Jim Heckman

Fayetteville – Sunday School at 9:45 AM,
worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Kay Polasek

Good News Fellowship Church of West
Palm Beaches, a Provisional Church of
the Unity of the Brethren – worship at 1:00
PM every Sunday at First Presbyterian
Church, Boynton Springs, Florida.

– Rev. James Henry

Good Shepherd Moravian – worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger – worship services every Sunday at
9:00 AM; Sunday School at 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Larry Zabcik

Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

Industry – worship at 9:00 AM every Sunday
with Sunday School for all ages following.

– Rev. Kay Polasek

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

In God’s Hands Ministry
P. O. Box 321

Caldwell, TX 77836
979-574-7134

Everyday Ministries to Meet Everyday Needs
A Home Mission Work to Cade Lake and Burleson County

The Community Christian Church
of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road
Rosenberg, TX 77471

(281) 342-3060
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Eve. 5:30 PM

Prayer Service and Bible Study

Bro. Larry Butcher
3030 Prescott, Houston, TX 77025

(713) 299-4813 (Home)
Youth Minister: Position open

Unity Archivist
Clint Machann

c-machann@tamu.edu
979-696-1360 or 979-845-4898

FOREIGN MISSION BOARD

Chairman:
Kent Laza, 1358 Apricot Glenn, College

Station, TX 77845. (979) 690-7608;
kent.laza@verizon.net

Unity Representatives:
Joyce Baletka (2013), 2505 E. Villa

Maria Rd. Apt. 101, Bryan, TX 77802.
(979) 574-8948; jbaletka@hotmail.com

John Brinkley, (254) 721-3196

Anne Wentrcek (2013), 1901 Meadow
Lane, Taylor, TX 76574;
aggieanne@att.net

Board of Christian Education Rep.:
Charlie Groseclose (2009), 358 State

Hwy. 53, Rosebud, TX 76570. (254)
583-4160; cmrag@aol.com

Christian Sisters Representative:
Ann Sebesta, P.O. Box 115, Snook, TX

77878. (210) 244-3362 (c);
bfsinc@tconline.net

BYF Representative:
Mary Jones (2009), PO Box 2112, Wall,

TX 76957. (325) 651-4623;
gkjones@wcc.net

Synodical Committee Liason:
Rev. Lawrence Junek, 3316 Lyle Ave.,

Waco, TX 76708. (254) 714-2622

ADVISORY MEMBERS
Rev. Milton & Jean Maly
Rev. Lawrence & Barbara Junek
Ray & Laurie Griggs
Jill Miller

CURRENT MISSIONARIES
Robert & Anne Thiessen
Michael & Caroline Woo
Phil & Eunice Raiford
Pastor Pavel & Stana Kozak
Carolyn Groseclose

ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service –

A Payne Family Tradition”
West, Texas
254/826-5321

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Tami Laza, Chair;
tami.laza@verizon.net

Charles Groseclose, Representative
to Foreign Mission Board;

 cmrag@aol.com
Angie Hairrell, Representative to Hus
Board of Trustees; hairrell@dishmail.net
Jennifer Chervenka;

jennchervenka@farm-market.net
Dorothy Kocian;

dekocian@yahoo.com
Jean Kotrla; kotrla@flash.net
Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill;

jerryleeterrill@comcast.net
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FULL TIME PASTORS
Bro. Larry Butcher, 3030 Prescott, Houston, TX

77025. (713) 669-9381 (h),
(713) 299-4813 (c)

Rev. Linda Von Chandler, 13108 North Ridge
Circle, Leander, TX 78641.
(512) 267-4826 (h), (512) 267-4655 (ch)

Tim Chaplin, 1326 Starlight Dr., Temple TX
76502. (254) 778-5954; tchaplin@hot.rr.com

Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez, 3913 Brinkman Drive,
Port Arthur, TX 77642. (409) 982-4657

Rev. Michael Groseclose, 352 Nelsonville
Church Rd., Bellville, TX 77418.
(979) 865-3026

Rev. Jim Heckman, 9849 PR 1015, Rockdale,
TX 76567. (979) 739-1393, leave message. If I
don’t answer, then try a 2nd number,
(979) 200-0513; jimheckman46@gmail.com

Rev. James D. Hejl, 309 Cherrywood Circle,
Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 365-6890

Rev. James Henry, 1726 15th Ave. N., Lake
Worth, FL 33460. (561) 533-3893

Rev. Curtis Holland, 1017 Southwood, Waco, TX
76712. (254) 776-5886

Rev. David Johnson, 902 Timberlane, Caldwell,
TX 77836. (979) 567-1838(h),
(979) 220-3822(c)

Dr. Larry Koslovsky, 4311 Fir Valley Drive,
Kingwood, TX 77345. lwkoslo@aol.com
(281) 328-2442 (off), (713) 594-4518 (c)

Rev. John Kueker, P.O. Box 325, Buckholts, TX
76518. (254) 605-0434

Rev. Denise Mikeska, 409 E. Upshaw, Temple,
TX 76501.  dkaym@hot.rr.com

Rev. Vanessa Lucia Mitchell, 2070 Carter Lake
Drive, College Station, TX 77845. Cell: (979)
574-0268; email: lajoiededieu@gmail.com

Rev. Joseph Polasek, P.O. Box 54, Snook, TX
77878, (979) 272-1624;
josephjpolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Kay Polasek, 705 Woodson Dr., Caldwell,
TX 77836. (979) 220-1289;
revkaypolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Mark Sebek, 9235 FM 437, Rogers, TX
76569. (254) 931-2000;
papasebek@gmx.com

Rev. Thomas Tallas, 3829 Sandstone, San
Angelo, TX 76904. (325) 949-7543

Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill
jerryleeterrill@comcast.net

DIRECTORY OF MINISTERS
Rev. Ron Winsman, 3112 W. Ave. R, Temple, TX

76504. (254) 742-0827
Rev. Larry Zabcik, 2013 Burnie Bishop Place,

Cedar Park, TX 78613. (903) 265-2277;
zabcikville@ymail.com

SUPPLY OR INACTIVE PASTORS
Rev. Charles Amos, 618 N. 7th Street, Temple,

TX 76501. (254) 742-2629
Rev. Whitney Amos, 618 N. 7th Street, Temple,

TX 76501. (254) 742-2629
Rev. Joe Emerson, 5404 Southern Crossing Dr.,

Temple, TX 76502.  (254) 791-0420;
joe.emerson_ma@yahoo.com

Rev. Gordon Hejl (retired), P.O. Box 426,
Granger, TX 76530. (512) 859-2652

Rev. William J. Hodge, 528 N. Post Oak Lane,
Houston, TX 77024. (713) 957-8294

Rev. Robert W. Janek, 261 Edinburg, San
Angelo, TX 76901. (325) 942-8515

Rev. Lawrence Junek, 3316 Lyle, Waco, TX
76708. (254) 714-2622

Rev. Eugene Kotrla, 4406 Antelope Trail,
Temple, TX 76504. (254) 774-7484

Dr. Mark L. Labaj, 3410 Meadow Creek Lane,
Temple, TX 76504. (254) 774-8179;
mark.labaj@utexas.edu

Rev. Milton Maly, 6703 FM 2502, Brenham, TX
77833.  (979) 277-2619; miltmaly@gmail.com

Rev. Albert Michalik (retired), 304 Thunder Valley
Trail, Georgetown, TX 78626. (512) 863-0832

Rev. Del Miller, 1710 West O.S.R., Caldwell, TX
77836.  (979) 567-7774 (h),
(979) 220-0030 (c)

Rev. Al Newby, 2210 Forest Trail, Temple, TX
76502. (254) 778-1860

Rev. Bill Rinderknecht, P.O. Box 228, Dennison,
OH 44621-0228. (281) 433-7704 (cell);
WilliamR90@aol.com

Rev. Nello Strickland, 1006 Top Hill Drive,
Brenham, TX 77833. (979) 836-2609

Rev. Tony Taylor, P.O. Box 1680, Hilltop Lakes,
TX 77871. (936) 855-2563

UNDER CALL OF THE UNITY
Military Chaplaincy
CH (Maj) Daniel Husak, 1627 Lakeview Street,

DeRidder, LA 70634.
daniel.husak@aggienetwork.com

MINISTERIAL STUDENTS
Ben Kruse – krusedadb@yahoo.com

(Westheimer)

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Chairman: Jon Farrow: jfarrow@hot.rr.com;
(254) 933-1673; (254) 718-1938
Dr. Dawn Marie Baletka: DawnHayes@aol.com,
BaletkaD@navasotaisd.org; (h)(979) 693-2710;
(c)(979) 777-9940; (w)(936) 825-1112
Connie Janac; cjanac@st-joseph.org;
(979) 587-0363
Dorothy Kocian; dekocian@yahoo.com;
(254) 713-2761
Adviser: Dr. Larry Koslovsky:
lwkoslo@aol.com; (281) 328-2442

DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

Carolyn Groseclose
NDO
P.O. Box 630260
Choma, Zambia
e-mail: carolyngroseclose@yahoo.com

Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Jilova 4579
760 05 ZLIN
Czech Repubic
e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
2951 St. Claire Rd.
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
pbrmissions@qmail.com

Rob and Anne Thiessen
25 E. Camino Nacional
Tlalixtac de Cabrera
Oaxaca, MEXICO 68627
(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
e-mail: rvthiessen@gmail.com

Michael and Caroline Woo
P.O. Box 27
Chiang Mai 50000
Thailand
e-mail: mcswoo@psmail.net
To access their pictures, go to
http://gallery.mac.com/woofamily

HOME MISSIONS BOARD
Rev. David Johnson – Chair

pastordjbama@yahoo.com
Alton Urbanovsky – (No email address)
Angie Hairrell – hairrell@gmail.com
Ben Kruse – KRUSEDADB@yahoo.com
Dorothy Hinson – dorothy.hinson@hotmail.com
Martha Dove – walhalla71@gmail.com
Claren Kotrla – kotrla@flash.net
Rev. Lawrence Junek – ljunek@hot.rr.com

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE
President: James Marek, (512) 352-6165;

james@cnbt.com

1st Vice President: Rev. Lawrence Junek,
(254) 714-2622; ljunek@hot.rr.com

2nd Vice President: Rev. Michael Groseclose,
979-865-3026, umhbpg@yahoo.com

3rd Vice President: Dr. Jerry Terrill, 281-364-
9865, jerryleeterrill@gmail.com

Secretary: Liz Ripple, 311 W. State Hwy 71.
Fayetteville, TX 78940; (979) 378-2239;
lizripple@hotmail.com

Treasurer: Dewyan Weise, 6006 FM Hwy 765,
San Angelo, TX 76905; hdweise@zipnet.us

Financial Secretary: Daniel Merz, 220
Nelsonville Church Rd, Bellville, TX 77418,
979-865-1141, dan.merz@williams.com

Ministerial Alternate: Rev. Vanessa Mitchell,
(979) 574-0265; lajoiededieu@gmail.com

Pastor to Pastors: Dr. Larry Koslovsky;
lwkoslo@aol.com

Non-Voting Lay Alternate:
Wiley Marx, wmarx@jcgllc.com

Lay Members:
Austin – Darrell Kolinek; dkolinek@yahoo.com
BCS – Todd Snelgrove; rtsnelgrove@ag.tamu.edu
Buckholts – Charlene Vogelsang;

cakv@hotmail.com
Caldwell – Ron Dusek; rdusekdds@aol.com
Crosby – Debbie Clark, foxfire890@aol.com
Cy-Fair – Roger Runnels; rogerhr@swbell.net
Dime Box – Marvin Chlapek;

mjcarc@airplexus.com
Fayetteville – Liz Ripple; lizripple@hotmail.com
Good Shepherd – Alfredo Wilson
Granger – Edwina Jezisek,

momawina@yahoo.com
Houston – Dorothy Hinson;

Dorothy.hinson@hotmail.com
Industry – Harvey Treybig;

htreybig@austin.rr.com
Nelsonville – Daniel Merz;

dan.merz@williams.com
New Tabor – Robert Schlechte;

rschlechte@hotmail.com
Ocker – Robin Brinkley;

wphalia@rocketmail.com
Pasadena – Linda Planka;

mslindaj47@yahoo.com
Rosenberg – Alice Kocurek;

katalice@tconline.com
Seaton – Leonard Mikeska;

mikeskains@hot.rr.com
Snook – Connie Janac, cjanac@st-joseph.org
Taylor – James Marek; james@cnbt.com
Temple – Gayle Farrow; gfarrow@hot.rr.com
Wall – Dewyan Weise; hdweise@zipnet.us
Wesley – Kristina Janes; klojanes@yahoo.com
West – Dorothy Kocian; dekocian@yahoo.com
Westheimer – Leroy Parthum;

BettyP1939@Yahoo.com
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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover).  These donations are tax deductible.
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