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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover).  These donations are tax deductible.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Brethren Journal, 705 Woodson Dr., Caldwell, TX 77836.
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ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service –

A Payne Family Tradition”
West, Texas
254/826-5321

To the Synodical Committee, Del-
egates, Pastors, Members and Friends
of the Unity of the Brethren:

The Board of Elders, Pastor, and all
of Temple Brethren Church invite you
to join us for the 67th Biennial Con-
vention of the Unity of the Brethren
on July 6-8, 2017, at Temple Brethren
Church

The convention will begin Friday,
July 7, with registration and a compli-
mentary continental breakfast at
8:00AM. Convention Activities will
begin at 9:00AM.

The Convention theme is “Possi-
bilities” with scripture from Matthew
19:26: Jesus looked at them and said,
“With man this is impossible, but
with God all things are possible.”

67th Biennial Convention of the Unity of the Brethren
An Invitation by the

Temple Brethren Church Congregation

The meals which will be provided are:
Thursday Complimentary Dinner

for Pastors, Missionaries, Executive
Committee, and their spouses.

Friday Complimentary Continental
Breakfast. Friday Lunch meal ticket
$10.00. Friday Dinner meal ticket $10.00.

Saturday Complimentary Continen-
tal Breakfast. Saturday Lunch meal
ticket $10.00.

We pray for your safe travels, that
God will lead and bless the discus-
sions, and that the movement of the
Holy Spirit will be evident in the
decisions made. May we agree to
follow our motto: “In Essentials, Unity;
in Non-Essentials, Liberty, and in All
Things, Love”.

Living,  learning,  loving, and launching out.

Bro. Tim Chaplin, Pastor
Gayle Farrow, President, Board of Elders
All of the Congregation of Temple Brethren Church

Brethren Book Store
P.O. Box 321

Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 200-0513

Diane Heckman, Manager

Unity Archivist
Clint Machann

c-machann@tamu.edu
979-696-1360 or 979-845-4898
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e-mail: rvthiessen@gmail.com
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lwkoslo@aol.com
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Wiley Marx (Ocker), wmarx@jcgllc.com
Lay Members:
Austin – Eric Haynes;

newhope4nextgeneration@live.com
BCS – Valerie Sebek
BCS – Kent Laza (President)
Buckholts – Charlene Vogelsang;

cakv@hotmail.com
Caldwell – Ron Dusek; rdusekdds@aol.com
Crosby – Debbie Clark, foxfire890@aol.com
Dime Box – Roberta Brinkman;

superblues123@gmail.com
Fayetteville – Sandra Stepan;

sandrainaustin@yahoo.com
Fayetteville – Liz Ripple (Financial Sec.)
Good Shepherd – Alfredo Wilson
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Snook – Angie Hairrell (Secretary)
Snook – Yvonne Kovar; ykovar@cvm.tamu.edu
Taylor – Sidney Srnensky;

sid@brushcreekfarms.com
Temple – Kellie Chaplin; kelliechap74@gmail.com
Wall – Robret Berrie; robert.berrie@gmail.com
Wesley – Mark Surovik
West – Roy Janek; grandpajanek@att.net
Westheimer – Leroy Par thum;

betty_par thum@yahoo.com
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The 67th Biennial Convention of
the Unity of the Brethren will be held
at the Temple Brethren Church. Ev-
eryone is invited – Synodical Com-
mittee members (lay and ministers),
church delegates, committee chairs,
and all members and friends of the
Unity. Lunch and dinner will be served
on Friday and lunch only served on
Saturday. All meals will be $10 for
guests. Convention member meals are
paid by the convention. Each morn-
ing a complimentary continental break-
fast will be served. The Temple con-
gregation has been very busy getting
ready to host this convention and we
appreciate all the work that has gone
into these efforts.

On Thursday a dinner will be hosted
by Temple Brethren for all the Unity
ministers and their spouses. After
dinner, the ministers will gather to
start the process of choosing a Pastor
to the Pastors. The election of a
Pastor to the Pastors is done at each
convention (additional info: This
pastor is elected by the clergy during
the course of the Convention through
a series of votes until one pastor
receives the majority of votes. Hav-

2017 – A Unity Convention Year!
ing time set aside for this purpose is
very important in this process. The
pastor to the pastors serves the Unity
in several roles: is a member of the
Ministerial Credentials Board, an ad-
visory member of the Pastoral Rela-
tions Committee, and serves as a
pastor to all categories of pastors and
students for the ministry. At the 2011
Convention there was no real deci-
sion made on this position. For the
first time it fell on the Synodical
Committee to vote on this. At the 2012
Spring meeting, Rev. Dr. Larry
Koslovsky was elected by the com-
mittee.)

Friday morning registration will
begin at 7:30 a.m. for all convention
members and guests. The opening
worship service will start at 8:30 a.m.
led by the pastor of Temple Brethren,
Bro. Tim Chaplin. Three general ses-
sions will be held on Friday. The first
session will cover the Catechism Re-
vision and Christian Education.

The Catechism Revision session
will include a detail review of the
revisions made to the Unity Cat-
echism. Rev. Dr. Larry Koslovsky,
Rev. Jimmy Hejl, and Rev. Mark Labaj
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SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 FM 2155/P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone –  (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday School – 9:00 AM; Worship – 10:15 AM
Bible Study – Each Tuesday, 9:00-10:00 AM

Pastor Board of Elders President Youth Directors
Rev. Joseph Polasek Justin Lewis Randall & Jonna See

P.O. Box 54 P.O. Box 222 P.O. Box 345
Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878

(979) 272-1624 (979) 220-4732 (979) 272-8179

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE

“Bear ye one another’s burdens
And so fulfill the Law of

Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID
SOCIETY

Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President
Daniel Vojtek, Vice-President
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. Secretary
Ruth Ann Wuensche, Treasurer
Dorothy Hinson, Jr. Dept. Secretary
Ann Sebesta, Board Member
Rev. Michael Groseclose,

Synodical Liaison

CHRISTIAN SISTERS’ UNION
OFFICERS

President: Ann Sebesta, P.O. Box
115, Snook, TX 77878.
(210) 244-3362;
bfsinc@tconline.net

Vice President: Paula Wagner,
10506 Mourning Dove Dr.,

 Austin, TX 78750. (512) 632-6644;
paulak1121@sbcglobal.net

Secretary: Anna Wotipka, 652
County Rd. 324, Caldwell, TX
77836. (979) 218-9043;
awotipka58@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Lydia Faust,
P.O. Box 125, Snook, TX 77878.
(979) 272-8317;
lydiavajdakfaust@gmail.com

Treasurer: Linda Planka,
(632) 335-2248 or (713) 472-3192;
mslindaj47@yahoo.com

Hus Encampment Rep.:
Carolyn F. Beseda, 2515
Lazybrook Dr., Houston, TX
77008. (281) 546-7941;
carolyn.beseda@att.net

Unity Mission Board Rep: Paula
Wagner, 10506 Mourning Dove
Dr., Austin, TX 78750.
(512) 632-6644;
paulak1121@sbcglobal.net

Synodical Committee Liaison:
Rev. Larry Zabcik, 3rd Vice-
President, (512) 992-5824;
zabcikville@ymail.com

BOARD OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Chair: Tami Laza – (2011) Bryan-
College Station; Representative to
Hus Board of Trustees

Peggy Hejl – (2014) Taylor Brethren
Debbie Clark – (2014) Crosby Brethren
Angie Hairrell – (2016) Snook Brethren
Angie Labaj (2016)
Sandra Merz (2016) Nelsonville
Jennifer Chervenka – Youth

Coordinator, Ocker Brethren
Synodical Liaison – Rev. Larry Zabcik,

3rd Vice-President
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serve on the Catechism Revision Com-
mittee that was appointed at the Oc-
tober 2015 Synodical meeting to re-
view and revise the catechism. They
were tasked with having a revised
version of the catechism for the con-
vention to adopt. The last revision
adopted by a convention was in 1979.

A presentation will be given from
the Board of Christian Education about
how confirmation classes can be
taught and how there could be pos-
sible coordination between nearby
churches for catechism training. There
will also be a discussion related to
useful Sunday School resources and
teaching materials.

There will be two breakout ses-
sions: one will cover a review on the
Hus Camp. An update will be given
by the Camp Directors with reports
on attendance figures, highlights,
observations on the impacts to chil-
dren, programming, and future needs.
There will also be a youth panel
discussion.

Another breakout session will be
on Foreign Missions and will include
presentations from Phil & Eunice
Raiford and Rob & Anne Thiessen
about their work in Mexico, Pavel &
Stanya Kozak on their work in the

Czech Republic; and from Carolyn
Groseclose about her work in Africa.
There will be a time for questions and
answers.

Anyone that is interested may at-
tend these breakout sessions – guests
and convention voting members. The
sessions are being planned to pro-
vide information to everyone.

Friday afternoon there will be two
more general sessions along with two
breakout sessions.

The second general session will be
about moving our Unity forward. Re-
gional discussions regarding coop-
erative efforts between churches is
planned. Delegates and other con-
vention members and interested guests
will break up into small groups based
on their geographic location in the
state. The goal is to build upon dis-
cussions that were initiated at the
Spring Synodical Committee meeting
regarding ways that neighboring
churches can work together on topics
of mutual interest such as worship,
Bible studies and joint community
projects.

The third general session is a pre-
sentation on the Hus School Encamp-
ment. As directed by the last Unity

TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
512-352-6423

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor Board President Secretary

James D. Hejl Buddy Michna Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-365-1621 M-Th 8 a.m.-noon
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To communicate with the Hus Encampment . . .
. . . regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:

Dawn Marie Baletka
3501 Kanati Cove

College Station, TX 77845
 (979) 777-9940 or (979) 693-2710

DMBaletka@gmail.com
*This must be done well in advance.

Mutual Aid Society – Listing of Local Secretaries’
Addresses and Phone Numbers

Granger #1: Angie Malicoat, PO Box
362, Granger, TX 76530,
512-859-2837

Taylor #3: Marie Ann Ripple, 2302
Heights Blvd, Taylor, TX 76574,
512-365-6916

West #4: Dorothy Kocian, 107 South
Barbara Street, Waco, TX 76705,
254-799-5331,
dekocian@yahoo.com

Fayetteville #5: Sandra Stepan, PO
Box 145, Fayetteville, TX 78940,
979-378-4167,
sandrainaustin@yahoo.com

Dime Box #6: Marvin Chlapek, PO Box
1163, Caldwell, TX 77836,
979-272-9102,
mjcarc@airplexus.com

Snook #7: Ann Sebesta, Box 115,
Snook, TX 77878, 210-244-3362,
bfsinc@tconline.net

Ocker #8: Doris Svoboda, 109
Friendship Ln, Temple, TX
76501-9614, 254-742-1405

New Tabor #13: Evelyn Henry, PO Box
336, Caldwell, TX 77836-0336,
979-567-4397

Nelsonville #14: Peggy Peschel, 8000
Hwy 159 W, Bellville, TX 77418,
979-865-5095

Seaton #16: Joyce Skrabanek, 7157
FM 2086, Temple, TX 76501,
254-984-2283

Sealy #17: Esther Breeden, 2728
Osborn Appt #1002, Bryan, TX
77803, 979-779-3835

Wesley #18: Elaine Koehn, 9053
Learning Oak Lane, Brenham, TX
77833, 979-836-5196,
koehns72@yahoo.com

Temple #20: Irene Marek, 2900 Pecan
Valley Drive, Temple, TX 76502,
254-778-2120

Rosenberg #21: Cathy Kuritza, 5220
Reading Rd., Rosenberg, TX 77471,
281-344-1386,
michael-pruett@sbcglobal.net

Westheimer #22: Betty J. Parthum,
3620 Ave. O, Rosenberg, TX 77471,
713-826-7993,
dparthum@sbcglobal.net

Houston #23: Dorothy Hinson, 7331
Misty Morning Dr., Humble, TX
77346, 281-620-0480,
dorothy.hinson@hotmail.com

Wall #25: Sharon J. Hohmann, 222
Crestwood Drive, San Angelo, TX
76903-9106, 325-651-5884

Caldwell #27: Matthew Hyvl, 9760
FM 3058, Caldwell, TX 77836,
979-255-0025,
mhyvl131@gmail.com

Crosby #28: Gisela Gaeke, PO Box
599, Crosby, TX 77532,
281-426-5506

Placedo #30: Dorothy Elsik, PO Box
1054, Victoria, TX 77902,
361-575-2298

Robstown #31: Annette Korff, 1207
Baker, Robstown, TX 78380,
361-387-5241

**Austin #32: Natalie Outlaw, 7575
Wixon Road, Bryan, TX 77808-8085,
979-589-2012,
natalieoutlaw@yahoo.com

Pasadena #33: Betty Orsag, 5118
Coventry Ct., Friendswood, TX
77546-3001, 281-482-1501

B/CS #34: Natalie Outlaw, 7575 Wixon
Road, Bryan, TX 77808-8085,
979-589-2012,
natalieoutlaw@yahoo.com

**Position currently filled by Administra-
tive Board members
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Convention, the Long-Range Plan-
ning Committee was established by
the Hus School Board of Trustees to
develop plans for major upgrades to
the Encampment for implementation
over the next several years. The in-
tent is to modernize the facility and
make it more conducive for use by
larger groups. Planned improvements
include upgrades to the main build-
ing, new dormitories, offices, and care-
taker housing. Also included will be a
discussion about fundraising efforts
that will be initiated to pay for the
planned improvements.

The breakout sessions will cover
technology for our churches and Home
Missions. An overview will be pre-
sented of how available technology
can help enhance the worship experi-
ence, such as how we can share
sermons remotely, internet options,
etc. Also included will be a discus-
sion of the costs for equipment and
installation. In the Home Mission
breakout, Rev. Jim Heckman and Rev

Kay Polasek will give presentations
about their work in Cade Lake. There
will be a time for questions and
answers.

Special music is being planned,
and in the evening there will be a
memorial service honoring the minis-
try of Revs. Gordon Hejl (2/21/1918-
10/24/2016), Milton Maly (5/13/1940-
5/30/2016), and Albert Michalik (3/2/
1925-11/21/2016). The service of these
3 pastors in the Unity totals 172
years! Rev. Tommy Tallas will lead
this service, assisted by Rev. Jimmy
Hejl.

Saturday morning will begin with a
devotional and uplifting music. The
convention business will be handled
in the fourth general session. Busi-
ness matters include: adoption of the
revised Catechism, By-Laws changes/
updates including a change to dis-
solve the Board of Grants & Be-
quests; funding of the minister’s re-
tirement program; potential changes
to the Brethren Fund; officer elec-

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203
Sunday School

9:30 AM
Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays

10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:30 AM

Come as you are . . .

Church email: lifeatcbc@gmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@gmail.com

(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org Friend us on Facebook!
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New Tabor – Sunday School at 9:00 AM &
Worship at 10:00 AM every Sunday,
“Tune Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. Dave Johnson

Ocker – worship at 10:15 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School at 9:00 AM
every Sunday.

Interim Pastor – Brad Herridge

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Community Christian Church of
Rosenberg –

Sundays: Adult Bible Stud y and Sunday
School for children at 9:00 AM; worship
at 10:30 AM.

Wednesdays: 5:30 PM Dinner; 6:30 PM
Bible Study.

– Pastor Ben Kruse

Seaton –
Sunday, 9:15 AM – Prayer Gathering;

9:30 AM – Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM – Worship Celebration Service.

Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kid’s and Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Denise Mikeska

Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;
Worship – 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – worship at 10:15 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. James Hejl

Temple – Sunday School at 9:30 AM.,
Worship at 10:45 AM.

– Pastor Tim Chaplin

Vsetin – A non-official member
congregation of the Unity of the
Brethren – Worship at 10:00 AM every
Sunday.

– Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (for all ages) at
9:30 AM; worship at 10:45 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School follows.

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9:00 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Curtis Holland

Westheimer Community – 9:30 AM,
Christian Education; 10:30 AM,
Worship, with Holy Communion every
5th Sunday.

– Pastor Lisa Johnson

Austin – Bible Study at 10:00 AM
Austin – Worship at 11:00 AM.

– Rev. Linda Chandler

Bryan-College Station – worship at
9:00 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Mark Sebek

Buckholts – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker

Cade Lake Community Chapel – A Home
Mission Project since 10-22-11 – Sunday
School at 11:00 AM; Fellowship Lunch
at Noon; Worship at 1:00 PM.

– Rev. Jim Heckman
Co-Pastor, Rev. Kay Polasek

Caldwell – Come as you are! Sundays –
explore the Bible @ 9:30 AM (all ages);
KIDS CHOIR practices @ 10:15 AM; &
worship @ 10:30 AM! Every 1st & 3rd
Wednesday, join the fun @ Family
Game Night, 6-7:30 PM! Check out
lifeatcbc.org for spiritual resources,
events, videos, & more! Friend us on
Facebook!

– Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

Crosby –  9:00 AM: Worship
10:00 AM: Faith Adventure

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Dime Box – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday.

             – Rev. Kay Polasek

Fayetteville – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Visiting Ministers

Good Shepherd Moravian – worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger – Bible Study every Sunday at
9:00 AM with worship service following
at 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Larry Zabcik

Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

Industry – worship at 9:00 AM every Sunday
with Sunday School for all ages following.

– Visiting Ministers

Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9:00 AM
Nelsonville – Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
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tions and hosting of the next conven-
tion.

After the convention business, an
ordination service will be held for
Pastor Tim Chaplin. Bro. Tim preached
at Temple Brethren for the first time
on March 24, 2013. He was accepted
as a ministerial student at the 2013
Convention on July 19, and at the
2014 Spring meeting he was approved
for a 1-year license to Temple Breth-
ren, which has been renewed each
year. Rev Jimmy Hejl has served as a
mentor to Bro. Tim.

This is the first time an ordination
has been held at a convention since
probably 1910 (more research is
needed). Two ministers were ordained
at that convention, held in West on
July 5 & 6: Rev. Joseph Barton and
Rev. Joseph Hegar. Of significance is
these were the first two ministers
ordained that were trained by the new
Brethren church body in Texas. Also
of interest, at that time in history

there were no women serving as pas-
tors or delegates to the convention.

Guests expected to be in atten-
dance include Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Miller,
President (2010-18) of the Provincial
Elders’ Conference (PEC) of the
Moravian Church Northern Province.
The PEC is the highest governing
board of the Moravian Church, North-
ern Province, providing administra-
tive leadership to congregations and
program agencies. Miller was ordained
in 1985. She served as co-pastor (1985-
95) and pastor (1995-2005) of Lake
Mills Moravian Church.

A celebration luncheon will follow
the ordination service. If there is need
for another business session, it will
be held after lunch. Plans are also
being made to live stream the ordina-
tion service and possibly some of the
convention proceedings. If you are
not able to attend, please keep this
event in your prayers.

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas
Home: 325-949-7543 Cell: 325-656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com
Church: rev.tjt@zipnet.us

www.wallbrethrenchurch.org

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Pastor/Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary

Josh Holik Ryan Volkman Johnie Smith
325-234-8667 325-213-0671 Tu-F: 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
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DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for August 2017

Dorothy E. Kocian
with Mari-Anne Kocian Gordon

1. I am the Alpha and the Omega,
Who is, Who was, and is to come.
Rev. 1:8

2. In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. Gen. 1:1

3. Let them praise the Lord, for He
commanded and they were
created. Ps. 148:5

4. God saw everything He had made
and it was very good. Gen. 1:31

5. The Lord, the Creator of the ends
of the earth, faints not nor is
weary. Isa. 40:28

6. Many are your works, O Lord; in
wisdom You made them all.
Ps. 104:24

7. For by the Lord were all things
created that were in heaven and
earth, visible and invisible.
Col. 1:16

8. Every good and perfect gift is
from above. James 1:17

9. Be kind to one another, even as
God has forgiven you. Eph. 4:32

10. The Lord will give grace and glory;
no good thing will He withhold
from them that walk uprightly.
Ps. 84:11

11. He has said, I will never leave you
nor forsake you. Heb. 13:5

12. Put on the new man, after the
image of Him that created you.
Col. 3:10

13. The Lord formed man of the
dust of the earth, breathed life
into him, and man became a
living soul. Gen. 2:7

14. Your iniquities have separated you
from your God. Isa. 59:2

15. Blessed is he whose transgression
is forgiven. Ps. 32:1

16. If we love one another, God will
dwell in us, and His love is
perfected in us. I John 4:12

17. Blessed are the pure in heart for
they shall see God. Mt. 5:8

18. I believe that I shall see the
goodness of the Lord in the land
of the living. Ps. 27:13

19. Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is stayed on
Thee. Isa. 26:3

20. For the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life.
Rom. 6:23

21. The earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.
Hab. 2:14

22. You may be sure that your sin will
find you out. Num. 32:23

23. The evil man has no future hope,
and the lamp of the wicked will be
snuffed out. Prov. 24:20

24. The peace of God will guard your
hearts and your mind in Christ
Jesus. Phil. 4:7

25. You came out to deliver Your
people. Hab. 3:13

26. It is good to be near God; I have
made Him my refuge. Ps. 73:28

27. No weapon forged against you
will prevail; this is the heritage
of the servants of the Lord.
Isa. 54:17

28. The eternal God is my refuge and
underneath are the everlasting
arms. Deut. 33:27

29. I will give peace and none shall
make you afraid. Lev. 26:6

30. Every word of God is pure; He is a
shield unto them that put their trust
in Him. Prov. 30:5

31. Come and let us walk in the light
of the Lord. Isa. 2:5

MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS BOARD
(2015-2017)

Rev. Dr. Larry Koslovsky
(Pastor to the Pastors)

Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill
Rev. Michael Groseclose
Rev. Jimmy Hejl
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It was quite possibly a challenge
for you to get all your reading done
when you were in school. We’ve all
been distracted by numerous things
and persons even. One distraction
that no one can afford is to be pulled
away by the devil, as surreptitiously
as he does, from worshiping the Lord
Jesus on our own, day in and day out.

A practice from ancient times called
in Latin, lectio divina, meaning “Di-
vine Reading” was a daily “appoint-
ment” that the Christians of the 4th
century engaged in with great com-
mitment. It includes 4 steps to draw
you closer to Jesus, to open up the
Living Words of the Holy Scriptures
to your heart and mind. Lectio Divina
brings a deeper, stronger, relationship
with Jesus. It is my earnest prayer
that each one of us steps into this
“Divine Reading” with devoted hearts.
Let us go before Jesus as individuals
who make up the Body of Christ and
drink from the Word of the Fountain
of Life. The wisdom and peace that
will come without fail for your life,
preceded by the honest closeness to
the Lord Jesus will change you and

Divine Reading
- by Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

your perspective, even your experi-
ences in this life that is a gift from our
Holy Lord Jesus.

The 4 Steps of Lectio Divina
(“Divine Reading”):

1) Select a passage from Scripture
and read it lightly, as many times as
you feel led to, in order that you
become still before the Lord, coming
to a calm frame of mind.

2) Meditate on the passage. Read
it again with your mind fixed on the
image of Jesus on the Cross. Ask the
Holy Spirit to fill you. The goal here
is to be filled with a deeper relation-
ship with Jesus, not to gain any
specific lesson.

3) Pray to the Lord as you read
the Scripture. Talk with Him about
whatever the Holy Spirit has stirred
up in you as you meditated on the
passage. Your prayer time for others
can follow later. This type of prayer is
simply you and the Lord about what
the Holy Spirit has highlighted for
you in the passage.

4) Contemplate your friendship
with Jesus as you read the Scripture

Temple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren Church
2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502Temple, Texas 76502

(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759(254) 778-8759
tbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.comtbc@hot.rr.com

Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School:Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. Tim Chaplin, Interim PastorTim Chaplin, Interim PastorTim Chaplin, Interim PastorTim Chaplin, Interim PastorTim Chaplin, Interim Pastor
Worship:Worship:Worship:Worship:Worship: 10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m. (254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898(254) 718-3898
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DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for July 2017

Dorothy E. Kocian
with Mari-Anne Kocian Gordon

1. You are all one in Christ Jesus.
Gal. 3:28

2. So that, having been justified by
grace, we might become heirs
having the hope of eternal life.
Titus 3:7

3. Where the spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty.  I I Cor. 3:17

4. Keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. Eph. 4:3

5. By this shall all know that you are
My disciples, if you have love one
to another. Jn. 13:35

6. You are no more strangers and
foreigners but fellow citizens with
the saints. Eph. 2:19

7. God does not show favoritism but
accepts those from every nation
who fear Him and do
right. Acts 4:34,35

8. Be strong in the Lord and in His
mighty power. Eph. 6:10

9. Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ who
has blessed us with spiritual
blessings. Eph. 1:3

10. Walk with lowliness and meekness,
with patience bearing one another
in love. Eph. 4:2

11. You are a chosen people, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God.
I Pet. 2:9

12. Trust in the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and enjoy safe
pasture. Ps. 37:3

13. Do not forget to do good and to
share with each other. Heb. 13:16

14. Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord,
not for human masters. Col. 3:23

15. Do everything in love. I Cor. 16:14
16. For me to live is Christ, and to

die is gain. Phil. 1:21
17. Do not think of yourself more

highly than you ought. Rom. 12:3
18. Rejoice in the Lord

always. Phil. 4:4
19. Abiding love surrounds those who

trust in the Lord. Ps. 32:10
20. Thou will show me the path of life;

in Thy presence is fullness of joy.
Ps. 16:11

21. May all who seek You rejoice and
be glad in You. Ps. 40:16

22. To be spiritually minded is life and
peace. Rom. 8:6

23. Being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. Rom. 5:1

24. The love of God is shed abroad in
our hearts. Rom. 5:5

25. I have loved you with an everlast-
ing love. Jer. 31:3

26. Behold what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us.
I John 3:1

27. God causes us to triumph in Christ.
II Cor. 2:14

28. Be on guard; stand firm in the
faith; be people of courage; be
strong. I Cor. 16:13

29. Walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith you are called. Eph. 4:1

30. As in Adam all die, so in Christ
all will be made
alive. I Cor. 15:22

31. They that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength. Isa. 40:31

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Low Cost Funeral Insurance
Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com
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in this last step. Like chewing on a
piece of beef jerky or taffy, think on
what Jesus means to you.

You will be blessed beyond over-
flowing as you practice Lectio Divina,
this “Divine Reading,” every day. It is
meant to be a relaxing yet deep en-
counter with the Risen Christ. The
Holy Spirit will fill you with peace and
wisdom that will astound you. Your
days will be better, different. The
wisdom and peace that will come
without fail for your life, preceded by
the honest closeness to the Lord
Jesus, will change you and your per-
spective, even your experiences in
this life that is a gift from our Holy
Lord Jesus.

Consider Psalm 23 (NRSV) as a
place to start:

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall
not want. 2 He makes me lie down in
green pastures; He leads me beside
still waters; 3 He restores my soul. He
leads me in right paths for his name’s
sake. 4 Even though I walk through
the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for
You are with me; Your rod and Your
staff – they comfort me. 5 You prepare
a table before me in the presence of
my enemies; you anoint my head with
oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely good-
ness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life, and I shall dwell
in the house of the Lord my whole life
long.

I love you in the Holy Love of our
Lord Jesus.

In Jesus’ Hands,

Right With You,
Sister Vanessa Mitchell

HUS ENCAMPMENT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chairman: Mark Olsen (2009), 1316
Howard St., Taylor, TX 75674;
(512) 630-5153;
olsenemcee@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Todd Corporon (2016), 210
Phillips St., Hutto, TX 78634;
(512) 922-9292;
toddcorporon@yahoo.com

At-Large: Phil Michalik, 15918 Brook
Forest Dr., Houston, TX 77059;
pmichalik1@peoplepc.com

Christian Sisters’ Union Executive
Committee Reps:

Paula Wagner (Chr.Sis. 2015), 10506
Mourning Dove Dr., Austin, TX 78750;
(512) 632-6644;
paulak1121@sbcglobal.net

Carolyn Beseda (Chr.Sis. 2016), 2515
Lazybrook Dr., Houston, TX 77008;
(281) 546-7941; carolyn.beseda@att.net

Board of Christian Education Rep: Tami
Laza, 4913 FM 166, Caldwell, TX 77836;
tami.laza@verizon.net

Brethren Youth Fellowship Leadership
Team Rep: Jordan Eilers

Friends of the Hus Encampment Rep:
Todd Snelgrove; rtsnelgrove@gmail.com

The Encampment is governed by a Board
of Trustees of 8 members.

Terms: 2 years, may be re-elected/re-
appointed for a maximum of 4 terms or 8
years (Unity of the Brethren By-Laws,
Article XIV, Sec C, Par.4).

Non-Voting Appointments:

Programming Director: Amy Snelgrove
agsnelgrove@hotmail.com

Unity Youth Coordinator: Jennifer
Chervenka; jennchervenka@farm-
market.net; (254) 983-1002

Facilities Manager: Jim
(TxNFish@aol.com) & Dawn
(DMBaletka@gmail.com) Baletka;
(979) 693-2710; 3501 Kanati Cove,
College Station, TX 77845.

 Caretakers: Robert
(rschlechte@hotmail.com) & Cathleen
(schlechte86@msn.com) Schlechte;
(979) 324-5560 or (979) 255-8266.

Synodical Committee Oversight: Rev.
Larry Zabcik.

Hus Encampment Address: 3635 County
Rd. 225, Caldwell, TX 77836;
(979) 272-8176.
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Schedule and Details of Upcoming Unity Activities

July 6-8, 2017 – 67th Biennial Convention of the Unity of the
Brethren at Temple Brethren Church. Contact Kent Laza for informa-
tion (kent.laza@verizon.net) or see article in this issue.

July 9-14 – Challenger Camp at the Hus Encampment.

July 22-23 – Brethren Youth Convention and Volleyball Tourna-
ment at the Hus Encampment.

Save the Dates . . .

October 13-15, 2017 – Primetimers’ Retreat at the Hus Encamp-
ment. More info to come soon!

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would like to
include in this listing? Please send activity information including a
contact name, phone number, and/or email address to the Brethren Journal
Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com. Information must be re-
ceived by the first day of the month immediately preceding the month of
publication.

For more information about the Hus School Encampment, go to:
www.huscamp.org

The Community Christian Church
of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road
Rosenberg, TX 77471

(832) 449-3358

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Eve. 5:30 PM

Prayer Service and Bible Study

Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping Neighbors
Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged Funerals

• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

Bellville Sealy Wallis
865-3121 885-3535 478-6311
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I recently celebrated yet another
work anniversary. It is very difficult
for me to believe that I have been
working with the same firm for 26
years. In today’s business world this
is the exception rather than the rule.
There are only two other individuals
in our office who have been with the
firm longer. Practically everyone on
our payroll has been with us ten years
or more. Our current president joined
the firm just two weeks after I did.
From time to time I remind him that I
have seniority.

My role in the firm is quite un-
usual. I divide my time between both
billable work and support. As Senior
Data Analyst, my official responsibil-
ity is taking large amounts of data and
summarizing it into something that is
both useful and meaningful. Unoffi-
cially, I am also considered the local
onsite IT person that handles both
Level 1 and Level 2 support.

Once I found myself in the IT
realm, I learned that people will let
you know very quickly when there is
a problem. Not once in my 26 years of

One Good Intern Deserves Three
- by Jim Pokorny

service have I ever received an email
from anyone stating that everything
is working as it should be. Silence has
proven to be the very kindest of
barometers.

Technology has changed a great
deal since I first walked through the
doors. Keeping abreast of that ever-
changing landscape is a must, and I
dare not fall behind. Operating sys-
tems have changed several times.
Many software providers failed to
keep up with these changes and re-
placements had to be found. Even our
local network has become virtualized.
Employees and visiting clients now
expect to use smart phones, tablets,
cloud storage, video conferencing
and a host of other things.

The biggest challenge in my world
today is security. Each day I glance
over the latest tech headlines fully
expecting to read about some new
computer virus, malware, or
ransomware that has taken a com-
pany down. This means regularly
updating our security software, moni-
toring firewalls, purchasing new hard-

Mailing Address: Church 9:00 A.M.
P.O. Box 9283 Sunday School 10:45 A.M.
College Station, TX 77842 Off: 979-693-3606

email: papasebek@gmx.com

BrBrBrBrBryyyyyan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Staaaaat ion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Church
2650 Earl Rudder Freeway South

www.unityofthebrethren.org

Rev. Mark Sebek

BRETHREN JOURNAL July-August 2017/23

Thoughts about giving…

Remembering the Unity of the Brethren or any
of its ministries is a fitting testimony of your
belief. Your gift in a will can be a legacy that
continues to affect the Christian values, mission,
and ministry that is important to you.

You can give without restrictions and let us use the funds for
the most pressing needs or you can specify how, when, or
where you want the funds used.

You can require that we hold the principle as an endowment
and use only the earnings each year.

You can give in memory or in the honor of someone.

Your gift can be contingent. The funds go to someone if they
survive you and if not, then to the Unity.

You can tell us now that you have named the Unity in your
will and allow us to express our gratitude…or you can let it
be known later.

There are many other ways to give. Contact any Board of
Grants and Bequests member about what you can give and
how you can give.

Leroy Parthum, Chair – Westheimer – 713-826-7993;
betty_parthum@yahoo.com

Eugene Haisler, Secretary – Ocker – 254-985-2316, dmheeh@msn.com
Ron Tyson, Treasurer – Houston – 281-373-4376 (home),

rdtyson1@hotmail.com
Harvey Treybig, Unity Treasurer and Synodical Committee

Liaison – Industry, 512-327-2504; htreybig@austin.rr.com
Roger Runnels – Cy-Fair – 281-469-4302, rogerhr@swbell.net
Alan Tomasek – 512-859-2197, amtomasek@thegateway.net
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ware, and even taking some services
offline when a new threat arises. Stay-
ing one step ahead of the bad guys is
a bit like tap dancing in a minefield.

We were acquired by a large cor-
poration in late 2014, and that has
added new layers of complexity to my
job. Corporate is always instituting
new guidelines which tend to inter-
fere with local expectations. Diplo-
macy, I have learned, is the delicate
art of allowing someone else to have
your way.

Then there are the special requests.
This year, for example, I was informed
there would be three interns working
at our facility over the summer. I am
certain that from both a management
and corporate perspective this did
not seem like a big deal. From an IT
perspective, it was.

Computers and hardware had to be
procured, offices needed to be pre-
pared, accounts had to be set up and
software licenses had to be reviewed.
From a practical perspective, it does
not matter whether a new employee is
an intern for the summer or a member
of management who is likely to be
around for years; the same amount of
preparatory work is required. Every-
thing must be in place and tested

before each intern shows up for work.
When it comes to interns, this is

merely the first of several stages in
my relationship with them. The sec-
ond begins on their very first day at
work when I provide them an over-
view of our systems. We then move
on to what is considered acceptable
and unacceptable in our computing
environment. By this point they are
feeling a bit overwhelmed, so I allow
them time to decompress before walk-
ing them through corporate’s web
portal.

At this point it would be very easy
for me to simply walk away and allow
them to fend for themselves. Instead,
I ask them to check their email regu-
larly for links to the training videos to
which they will be subjected. Having
been down this road myself, I recom-
mend an order that will allow them to
be productive and still comply with
corporate’s expectations. (Frankly, if
given a choice between watching
another training video or watching
paint dry, I would first inquire as to
the color of the paint). Once they
have successfully navigated the cor-
porate maze, we then enter stage
three of our working relationship.

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 – (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. – Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill

Dorothy Hinson John David Skrivanek
President Secretary

7331 Misty Morning Lane  P.O. Box 1605
Humble, TX 77346 Bellaire, TX 77402

(281) 620-0480 (713) 626-0522
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Denominational Mission Giving
as of March 29, 2017

Given (where we are) YTD Budget (where we should be)

Deficit (still needed by year end)

$73,000

Foreign Missions Home Missions Total Mission Giving
($10,000 increase to budget

approved April 1, 2017)

$30,416.70

$26,496

$46,504

$58,000

$24,166.70

$26,891

$31,109

$54,583.40

$53,387

$77,613

$131,000

OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM

Elder Board President
David Sebek

3910 Red Ranger Rd.
Temple, TX 76501

(254) 985-2578

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka

9494 Big Elm Creek Road
Rogers, TX 76569

(254) 983-1002

Cemetery
Sharon Marek

23383 Milam Road
Burlington, TX 76519

(254) 869-2845
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This typically occurs when one of
our engineers assigns them their first
task. Interns tend to be polite, bright,
and educated. What they lack is prac-
tical experience. That is what we are
supposed to be providing them. When
an engineer assigns them a task, he
normally points them to the data and
describes the output he desires. Be-
tween the starting point and the des-
tination lies a huge gray area for them
to navigate. Their meeting with the
engineer typically concludes with: “If
you have any questions, just ask
Jim.”

On their first day they call me sir.
By day three we are typically on a
first-name basis. By the end of their
second week we typically have estab-
lished a good working relationship.
At this point they will start asking me
questions about my own career path.
They will ask either how long I have
been with the firm or what year I came
aboard. When I tell them, they usu-
ally say something like: “Wow! I
wasn’t even born yet!” I suppose
Methuselah got that a lot.

Last year I had one particularly
inquisitive intern ask me what tech-
nology was like when I was young. I
joked, “Well, things were pretty dull
and dreary until we hit upon the
wheel and fire.” After we shared the
laugh, I told them about things like 45

RPM records, rotary telephones, party
lines, and black and white television
with no remote that picked up three
channels.

The summer will pass all too quickly
and, like the interns that preceded
them, they too will leave us. I can
always count on these young people
thanking me for my help before they
depart. A new batch will take their
place next summer, and I will get to
repeat the process all over again.

It’s funny, but one of the training
videos everyone is expected to sit
through concerns things that are
frowned upon in the workplace. In
today’s multinational corporate world,
the sharing of one’s faith ranks among
these. Corporations can make us agree
to certain terms if we choose to work
for them, but there are many things
over which we have complete control.
Among these is how we choose to
treat others. This is especially true of
those who can do little or nothing to
help us advance in our careers.

Comenius put it this way – “When-
ever you encounter one of your neigh-
bors, regard him as yourself in an-
other form (which he is), or indeed as
God in another form, for he is the
image of God, and God will be watch-
ing to see how reverently you treat
him.”

In God’s Hands Ministry
P. O. Box 321

Caldwell, TX 77836
979-574-7134

Everyday Ministries to Meet Everyday Needs
A Home Mission Work to Cade Lake and Burleson County
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Check out the blog and for more ideas and links!

http://sundayschoolhelperbrethrenjournal.blogspot.com/
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catch a ball is out, and all the balls that were not caught are
out of play.

• Have that group throw the balls back. Again, the students who
do not catch any are out. Continue with this pattern until all
of the students on one team are out.

• The last team standing wins!

Demonstration:
Supplies: Bottle of seltzer, Permanent marker
• What are some thing that make you happy? (Give the kids a

chance to respond.) People love being happy so they do all
kinds of things to make themselves happy. They go to movies.
Go on vacations. Read books. Tell jokes. But happiness is
really just something on the outside. (Draw a smiley face on
the bottle.)

• If I told you I was going to give you $100 you would probably
be really happy. It’s something that happens on the outside
that makes you happy. The problem with happiness is that if
the things around you aren’t going well you aren’t happy
anymore. Maybe instead of me giving you $100 you lose $100,
and now you aren’t happy anymore. (Draw a frown face on
the bottle. While you are doing this make sure you shake up the
bottle a little so it will spray when you open the bottle.)

In Nehemiah 8:10 we read that Joy is our strength. Joy is
something that comes from within. (Open the bottle and let the
water spray out.) If something good happens to you you may
be happy, but you can als o have joy inside your heart. Make
something bad happens and you are now sad, but you can still
be joyful because joy comes from within your heart not from
our circumstances. God’s joy is our strength in tough times. We
are able to be joyful because we know that God loves us and
cares for us and that our names are written in Heaven.
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The Children of New Tabor Brethren Church enjoyed a fun-filled Easter Egg
Hunt out on the front lawn of the church on Easter Sunday. Every single candy-
filled egg was found by eager hunters and every basket was overflowing with
sweet candy goodness!

New Tabor Brethren Easter Egg Hunt
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The Prodigal Son
Read or tell the story of The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-31).
Veggie Tales also has a video you could use.

Discuss:
• Why do you think the son wanted to leave home?
• Where did he go looking for joy?
• How do you think the father felt when his son left home?
• Did the son find joy in spending money and living wildly?
• Where did he finally decide to go?
• Why did the father have a big party for his son when he finally

came home?
• Why do you think Jesus told this story?
Jesus told this story to illustrate how much God loves people and
how readily He forgives those who confess their wrongdoing.
The life lesson we can learn from this story is that as long as we
go looking for joy and satisfaction anywhere other than God, we
will never be satisfied.

GAME:
Supplies: Glow sticks, Tape, Balls (soft)
Before the game, tape glow sticks to all of the balls except one.
• Split the group into two teams, and have each team split into

four groups, with the two groups of each team standing facing
each other, a couple steps apart.

• Show the students the ball that does not have the glow stick
taped to it. Ask them if they think throwing it and catching it
between the two groups of each team seems possible.

• Turn the lights off.
• Ask the group if they think it’s possible now that the room is

dark. If they do, ask them if they think it will be harder without
the light.

• Then, bring out the balls that are glowing from the glow sticks.
Ask if they think it is possible now, with the glow sticks.

• Give the balls to one group from each team. Have them toss the
balls to the group across from them. Anyone who does not
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New Tabor Brethren Vacation Bible School
More than 60 children participated

in the Maker Fun Factory VBS at New
Tabor Brethren Church the week of
June 4 through June 8. The children in
grades Pre-K through 6th grade learned

that they were built by God and built
for a purpose. Each night they en-
joyed a meal together, music time,
story time, crafts, skits, and games, all
in great fun!
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If you like chocolate, coconut and almonds, an Almond Joy
can bring you a little joy. However, that joy is fleeting. It
is not a deep, down in your heart kind of joy. The Bible
tells us that we can have true Joy, Joy that is deep down
in our hearts; Joy that is sustainable through any
circumstance. That is the type of joy we are exploring
in this month’s lessons!

... Fill us at daybreak with your Love,

that all our days we may sing for JOY.

Psalm 90:14

Sunday School Helper
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“Go start a church and lead it. Baptize
new disciples and share the Lord’s
Supper with them. Look to the Bible
for instructions on what to do rather
than following the rules of the de-
nominations that you find.” On the
basis of this brief and rare Pauline
counsel, Marcelino started a vibrant,
reproducing Mixtec church. Yay for
another Cornelius.

Our role in Marcelino’s life is to
mentor him, but more importantly, to
help him train up new leaders that will
reach out to other Indian villages
around him. Today we met with
Marcelino and two of his leadership
team, as well as four church leaders
from other towns, to set up discipling
chains so that they can co-mentor
one another and pass on the pastoral
training materials that we have intro-
duced to them. Marcelino has four
people from his church reaching out
to other towns, three Mixtec and one
Triqui. He is now planning to mentor
them as they follow his example in
planting churches. He told us that
when he began looking over the Train
& Multiply materials, he felt that he
was just getting started in serving the
Lord. Again, we found this quirky.
After all, he’s been leading a vibrant
church for 20 years. I think up until
now he had been busy with the chal-
lenge of leading his church, but now
a new vista has opened before him.
He sees that he can lead his congre-
gation into starting indigenous
churches like his own in all the vil-
lages around him. He kept shaking his
head, saying he had so much to learn.

But we were humbled by his vi-
sion. Instead of boasting about what
he had already accomplished in es-
tablishing a large indigenous church,

he has his sights on what is left to be
done. Instead of pursuing the good
life somewhere else, he has chosen
the far more difficult life of a Mixtec
farmer and bi-vocational pastor. It’s
unusual people like this that keep us
here. We want to help him multiply his
gift and his vision among other Mixtecs
who can reach out to family members
and friends in other unchurched vil-
lages. We want to provide excellent
pastoral training by extension in the
area so that Marcelino and the others
in our meeting (Demetrio, Mariano,
and Juanito) do not feel pressured to
send their brightest and best away for
training, but can keep them working
in their own area as they study. Just-
in-time training. The term might be
new, but the concept is not (2 Timo-
thy 2:2). It depends on vast collec-
tions of quirky Corneliuses just like
Marcelino.

We will be spending six weeks
over the next while in Texas, visiting
supporting churches and individuals,
and getting to know some Hispanic
Mennonite Brethren churches down
in the southern part of the state. We
leave Wednesday.

We were blessed to have Philip
and Elai and Mikael spend a couple of
weeks with us in May. They came
with some friends, and at one point
we had 12 young adults in the house.
Things sure seemed quiet once they
all left.

Elai and Mikael will be in Austin
this summer, where he has an intern-
ship with IBM in sales. Philip has an
engineering internship in Illinois with
an agricultural machinery company.

Thanks for all you do,
Anne and Robert
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The Fayetteville Brethren Chris-
tian Sisters continue to send care
packages to the U.S. military that
serve overseas. Recently, a thank you
letter was received from a unit that is
serving in Afghanistan – the soldiers
of 761st Ordnance Company (EOD).
The letter reads:

“I would like to thank you and the
Fayetteville Brethren Church for the
care packages that you sent to our
unit! The packages arrived in very
good shape. The soldiers of 761st
Ordnance Company (EOD) are some
of the best EOD Soldiers I have had
the pleasure of working with. Your
support of our unit and community
gives us the strength and resolve to
continue with our mission here in

Call us if you have questions
about naming your church
or a Unity of the Brethren

agency as a beneficiary
in an existing or new

SPJST insurance certificate.

SPJST
520 NorthMain Street
Temple, Texas 76501

(800) 727-7578
www.spjst.org

Membership
Benefits

• Life Insurance
• Annuities
• Family Activities
• Community Involvement
• Youth Activities and Camp
• Scholarships
• Vestnik weekly newspaper

Insuring & Enriching Lives

A fraternal benefit society
serving Texans

and their families
since 1897.

Fayetteville Brethren
Christian Sisters Activities

Afghanistan. We will continue to fight
the good fight here! K.S.H., Captain,
U.S. Army.”

Pauline Ott is the chair of this
program. She and her family have
been faithfully mailing packages to
our military men and women serving
overseas for over 10 years. The project
was started in August 2006 and has
touched many lives. The members at
Fayetteville Brethren and several
friends in the community help sup-
port this project by giving donations
such as hand sanitizer, Advil, lip balm,
and foot care products, snacks, all
sizes of batteries, and many other
items. The Christian Sisters help by
paying the postage to mail the
packages.
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In Christ’s Love . . . from the
Foreign Mission Fields

June 4, 2017

Dear Friends,
Some people collect spoons, mu-

sic albums, stamps, flags, buckles,
hair colors. I (Anne) have, as I’ve
mentioned before, a collection of Quirky
Corneliuses, those unlikely men and
women of peace who gather a church
around them. Today I added a new
Cornelius. Marcelino is a Mixtec from
Oaxaca, but he immediately surprised
us by understanding our Guerrero
Mixtec. Oaxacan Mixtecs usually smile
when we try out our variance and
switch to Spanish. We figure the
Guerrero Mixtecs we know originated
generations ago from Marcelino’s area.
Cool.

Marcelino came to Christ in North

Carolina, where he fled more to es-
cape the alcoholism of his hometown
than to make money. The man who
introduced him to Christ asked him
whether he planned to live for money
or live for God, and Marcelino imme-
diately chose to go back home to “tell
all that God had done for him.” (Again,
unusual.) Now, 20 years later he is
pastor of a Mixtec church in a town
called Zaragoza. The preaching, Bible
reading, and singing is done in Mixtec,
a very unusual gift, thanks to the
good work of a Bible translator and
Marcelino’s calling to reach his own
people.

As Marcelino was leaving the US,
soon after becoming a believer, his
mentor gave him excellent advice:

From the Thiessen’s in Mexico…


