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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover).  These donations are tax deductible.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Brethren Journal, 705 Woodson Dr., Caldwell, TX 77836.
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Whenever I want to talk to my
friends about something crazy, wacky,
or unforgettable that happened to me,
it’s usually prefaced with the term
“You know, at my church camp…”
After more than a decade full of
camps, retreats, and tournaments in a
little nook outside of Caldwell, I’ve
grown connected to the place. To put
it simply, the Hus Encampment is
where I’ve made my closest friend-
ships, my greatest memories, and my
biggest strides in faith.

The boys that I went to camp with
for the past decade are without a
doubt the most interesting bunch of
characters that you could stumble
across. We have guys who strive for
absolute dominance in every single
competition, guys who constantly
are vying for the girls’ attention, and
naturally, guys who are scheming for
legendary pranks for the entire dura-
tion of the camp.

It’s not like they’re contained to
one region of Texas, either. Our entire
friend group is essentially chunks of
Bryan, Taylor, Wall, Nevada, and Illi-
nois, all stuck together with the glue
of camp memories.

While it looks like boyish antics to
the outside eye, the truth is, we

Building Connections at Camp
- by Reed Olsen

support each other throughout the
year. It’s almost like a brotherhood,
and something that simply wouldn’t
exist without the Hus Encampment.
As might be expected, we’re also
great friends with the girls our age
(although there’s a fair bit of friendly
competition at camp), and I know of
several instances where some guys
would travel a great distance to go to
prom with their camp friends.

Of course, all these close friend-
ships are defined by the memories
we’ve made together, and needless to
say, there have been some crazy ones.
Whether we’re falling through ceil-
ings, sneaking into the kitchen to get
some snacks late at night, or encour-
aging each other to eat some “myste-
rious” gummy bears, the experiences
we make at camp stick with us when
we leave, and whenever we see each
other outside of camp, there are non-
stop references made to said experi-
ences. To be honest, one of the rea-
sons I cannot wait to go back every
year is so we can make even more
crazy memories that will last for the
rest of our lives. I’ve talked to many
other kids about their own church
camps, and I can honestly say that

To communicate with the Hus Encampment . . .
. . . regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:

Kent Laza
4913 FM 166

Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 220-1957

Kent.laza@verizon.net
*This must be done well in advance.

30/June 2018 BRETHREN JOURNAL

HOME MISSIONS BOARD
Martha Dove, chair; 979-249-5591;

Walhalla71@gmail.com
Alton Ubanovsky (2011-2019);

gjeanu08@gmail.com
Tillman Clark (2017); foxfire890@aol.com
Beverly Mikeska (2015-2019);

bevmikeska@gmail.com
Marvin Chlapek (2015-2019);

mjcarc@airplexus.com
Rev. Linda Chandler (2017)
Beth Dusek – Wesley (2017)

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Chairman: Dr. Ron Dusek;

(979) 567-3732; rdusekdds@aol.com
Connie Janac; cjanac@st-joseph.org;

(979) 587-0363
Trish Groseclose; (979) 865-3026
Anna Wotipka; (979) 218-9043
Adviser: Rev. James D. Hejl;

jhejl@icloud.com; (512) 365-6890
Synodical Committee Liaison:

Dr. Larry Koslovsky

DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Norska 42
77900 Olomouc
Czech Repubic
e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
230 SW Sandy Way
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986
pbrmissions@gmail.com

Rob and Anne Thiessen
25 E. Camino Nacional
Tlalixtac de Cabrera
Oaxaca, MEXICO 68627
(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
e-mail: rvthiessen@gmail.com

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE
President: Rev. Larry Koslovsky, (713) 594-4518
1st Vice President: Rev. Mark Sebek,

(254) 931-2000, papasebek@gmx.com
2nd Vice President: Kayla Marek, 2703 Kelly

Dr., Taylor, TX 76574, (512) 944-2619,
kmarek2012@gmail.com

3rd Vice President: Rev. Whitney Amos,
(254) 742-2629, chatney@aol.com

Secretary: Angie Hairrell, 11482 FM 2155,
Somerville, TX 77879, (979) 219-1582;
Hairrell@gmail.com

Treasurer: Lynette Urbanovsky, 4050 Pendleton
Dr. Apt. 628, Bryan, TX 77802;
(979) 450-1820, lurbanovsky@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Rev. Joe Emerson, PO Box
1295, Belton, TX 76513, (254) 931-1653;
joe.emerson_ma@yahoo.com

Administrative Assistant: Liz Ripple, 311 W.
State Hwy. 71, Fayetteville, TX 78940;
(979) 378-2239, lizripple@hotmail.com

Ministerial Alternate: Rev. Tim Chaplin
Pastor to Pastors: Rev. James D. Hejl,

(512) 365-6890
Non-Voting Lay Alternate: Wiley Marx (Ocker),

boernemarx@yahoo.com
Lay Members:
Austin: Darrel Kolinek, dkolinek@yahoo.com
BCS: Valerie Sebek, valsebek@gmail.com
Buckholts: Charlene Vogelsang,

cakv@hotmail.com
Caldwell: Lynette Urbanovsky (Treasurer); Dr.

Ron Dusek, rdusekdds@aol.com
Crosby: Debbie Clark, foxfire890@aol.com
Dime Box: Rober ta Brinkman,

superblues123@gmail.com
Fayetteville: Sandra Stepan,

sandrainaustin@yahoo.com
Good Shepherd: Beltran Perez
Granger: Vacant
Houston: Dorothy Hinson, (281) 620-0480
Industry: Joan Coufal, joanie9695@gmail.com
Nelsonville: Jenell Zettel, (979) 203-8390
New Tabor: Robert Schlechte,

rschlechte@hotmail.com
Ocker: Taylor Brinkley, taylordbrinkley@yahoo.com
Pasadena: Linda Planka, mslindaj47@yahoo.com
Rosenberg: Genevieve Elliott-Bowman,

gm_elliott@yahoo.com
Seaton: Leonard Mikeska, mikeskains@hot.rr.com
Snook: Justin Lewis
Taylor: Kayla Marek (2nd VP); Sid Srnensky,

sid@brushcreekfarms.com
Temple: Kellie Chaplin, kelliechap74@gmail.com
Wall: Suzie Dusek, sdusek5@gmail.com
Wesley: Mark Surovik
West: Roy Janek, grandpajanek@att.net
Westheimer: Leroy Par thum,

betty_par thum@yahoo.com

MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS BOARD
(2017-2019)

Rev. James D. Hejl
(Pastor to the Pastors)

Rev. Mark Sebek
Rev. Whitney Amos
Rev. Joe Emerson



4/June 2018 BRETHREN JOURNAL

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203
Sunday School

9:30 AM
Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays

10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:30 AM

Come as you are . . .

Church email: lifeatcbc@gmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@gmail.com

(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org Friend us on Facebook!

the Hus Encampment is unique in
providing a wholesome, yet engaging
environment in which to cultivate the
future generations.

All of this means nothing, how-
ever, if we don’t accomplish what the
camp was built for, which is to build
future leaders for Christ. In my own
experience, I’ve almost grown more
spiritually there than at my home
church. That’s not a knock on any of
the churches of our denomination,
but it’s reasonable to see that youth
are more willing to embrace Christ
when surrounded by people their own
age instead of receiving a message
designed to relate to all ages.

While I make it seem like all we do
at camp is pranks, games, and she-
nanigans, that couldn’t be further
from the truth. There have been tons
of times where my cabin mates and I
will lay awake late at night, discuss-
ing world events and biblical philoso-
phy. Sometimes we even have friendly
debates over different perspectives

on God’s word. What’s important to
stress here is that we weren’t forced
to have these discussions at all, but
were inspired by the topics we’d
covered that day.

The last night of camp is the tradi-
tional “big vesper” night, which is
when we look back at what we’ve
learned and forward into the future.
It’s on that night when I, at least,
have the closest moments with the
Lord, surrounded by my closest friends.

In conclusion, the Hus Encamp-
ment is more than just a summer camp
for us. It’s a second home, where we
live, laugh, and grow together in the
presence of Christ. It’s given me friends
and memories that shaped the man I
am today, and these would otherwise
be absent without the camp. Most
importantly, it molds the next genera-
tion in moral values and Christian
goodness, and continued support for
this endeavor will ensure an even
greater number of future leaders will
maintain these values.
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DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for June 2018

Dorothy E. Kocian
with Mari-Anne Kocian Gordon

All Scripture from the New Revised Standard Version
unless otherwise indicated.

1. In repentance and rest is your
salvation; in quietness and trust is
your strength. Isaiah 30:15

2. Because Your steadfast love is better
than life, my lips will praise You. Psalm 63:3

3. The Lord is my strength and my
song; He has become my salvation.
Psalm 118:14 (NIV)

4. The Lord makes a way in the sea, a path
in the mighty waters. Isaiah 43:16

5. The Father has rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred us
into the kingdom of His beloved Son.
Colossians 1:13

6. Glory and honor and peace for every-
one who does good. Romans 2:10

7. Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Matthew 16:16

8. And whatever you do, in word or deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through Him. Colossians 3:17

9. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus,
Who died, yes, Who was raised, Who is
at the right hand of God, Who indeed
intercedes for us. Romans 8:34

10. I had said in my alarm, “I am driven
far from Your sight.” But You heard
my supplications when I cried out to
You for help. Psalm 31:22

11. Who then will offer willingly, conse-
crating themselves today to the Lord?
I Chronicles 29:5

12. Faith was brought to completion by
the works. James 2:22

13. Let us hold fast to the confession of our
hope without wavering, for He Who has
promised is faithful. Hebrews 10:23

14. Jesus said, “Whatever you ask for in
prayer with faith, you will receive.”
Matthew 21:22

15. I will thank you in the great
congregation; in the mighty throng I
will praise you. Psalm 35:18

16. I thank my God through Jesus Christ
for all of you, because your faith is
proclaimed throughout the world.
Romans 1:8

17. There is one God and Father of all,
Who is above all and through all
and in all. Ephesians 4:6

18. Jesus says, “I am the living Bread
that came down from heaven.
Whoever eats of this Bread will live
forever.” John 6:51

19. The Father loves the Son and has
placed all things in His hands. John 3:35

20. Humble yourselves before the Lord,
and He will exalt you. James 4:10

21. The earth is the Lord’s and all that is
in it, the world, and those who live in
it. Psalm 24:1

22. We do not lose heart. Even though
our outer nature is wasting away, our
inner nature is being renewed day by
day. II Corinthians 4:16

23. You have not handed me over to my
enemies but have set me in a safe
place. Psalm 31:8 (NLT)

24. Let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an
everflowing stream. Amos 5:24

25. Honor the Lord with your substance
and with the first fruits of all your
produce. Proverbs 3:9

26. He brought me out into a broad
place; He delivered me, because He
delighted in me. Psalm 18:19

27. He makes me lie down in green
pastures; He leads me beside still
waters; He restores my soul.
Psalm 23:2,3

28. Paul said, “In all this I have given you
an example that by such work we must
support the weak, remembering the
words of the Lord Jesus, for He Himself
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.’” Acts 20:35

29. Jesus says, “Those who drink of the
water that I will give them will never
be thirsty.” John 4:14

30. It is my eager expectation and hope
that I will not be put to shame in any
way, but that by my speaking with all
boldness, Christ will be exalted now
as always in my body, whether by life
or by death. Philippians 1:20
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Hus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your Help
Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?

– The Need –– The Need –– The Need –– The Need –– The Need –

Due to continued growth and demand for summer youth camps, and
a desire to make the Hus Encampment more accessible for groups
of all ages, our current facilities are in need of renovation or

replacement to accommodate the needs of our mission.

– The Solution –– The Solution –– The Solution –– The Solution –– The Solution –

ALPHA - Phase A (Complete)

Kitchen Renovation/Expansion
Complete Renovation, Expansion and Appliance Replacement in the

Hus Camp Kitchen
Cost & Status:  This $228,500 project is funded and completed in

June 2018

Waste Water Treatment System
Complete Replacement and Expansion of the Waste Water Treat-

ment System
Cost & Status:  This $149,000 project is funded and completed in

June 2018
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New Tabor – Sunday School at 9:00 AM &
Worship at 10:00 AM every Sunday,
“Tune Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. Da ve Johnson

Ocker – worship at 10:15 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School at 9:00 AM
every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Community Christian Church of
Rosenberg –

Sundays: Adult Bible Stud y and Sunday
School for children at 9:00 AM; worship
at 10:30 AM.

Wednesdays: 5:30 PM Dinner; 6:30 PM
Bible Study.

– Pastor Ben Kruse

Seaton –
Sunday, 9:15 AM – Prayer Gathering;

9:30 AM – Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM – Worship Celebration Service.

Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kid’s and Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Denise Mikeska

Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;
Worship – 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – worship at 10:15 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. James Hejl

Temple – Sunday School at 9:30 AM.,
Worship at 10:45 AM.

– Rev. Tim Chaplin

Vsetin – A non-official member
congregation of the Unity of the
Brethren – Worship at 10:00 AM every
Sunday.

– Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (for all ages) at
9:30 AM; worship at 10:45 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School follows.

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9:00 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Curtis Holland

Westheimer Community – worship at
10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Pastor Lisa Johnson

Austin – Bible Study at 10:00 AM
Austin – Worship at 11:00 AM.

– Rev. Linda Chandler

Bryan-College Station – worship at
9:00 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Mark Sebek

Buckholts – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker

Cade Lake Community Chapel – A Home
Mission Project since 10-22-11 – Sunday
School at 11:00 AM; Fellowship Lunch
at Noon; Worship at 1:00 PM.

– Rev. Jim Heckman
Co-Pastor, Rev. Kay Polasek

Caldwell – Come as you are! Sundays –
explore the Bible @ 9:30 AM (all ages);
KIDS CHOIR practices @ 10:15 AM; &
worship @ 10:30 AM! Every 1st & 3rd
Wednesday, join the fun @ Family
Game Night, 6-7:30 PM! Check out
lifeatcbc.org for spiritual resources,
events, videos, & more! Friend us on
Facebook!

– Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

Crosby –  9:00 AM: Worship
10:00 AM: Faith Adventure

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Dime Box – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday.

             – Rev. Kay Polasek

Fayetteville – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Joe Emerson

Good Shepherd Moravian – worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger – Bible Study every Sunday at
9:00 AM with worship service following
at 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Larry Zabcik

Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

Industry – worship at 9:00 AM every Sunday
with Sunday School for all ages following.

– Rev. Joe Emerson

Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9:00 AM
Nelsonville – Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
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DREAM BIG - Phase B (Current Phase)

Main Building/Dining Hall Renovation
Renovation of the Entire Main Building to Include the Addition of

Restrooms
Cost & Status:  Final design and fundraising are in progress for this

$200,000 renovation

FUTURE PHASES - Phases C, D, E
 (Conceptual Designs Complete)

New Dorm/Housing Construction
Addition of a new multi-purpose, ADA compliant housing facility for

approximately 200 guests.

Outdoor Gym/Pavilion Common Space
Multi-purpose common space located between the proposed new

housing structures.

Parking & Walkways
Designated parking and accessible walkways throughout the campus

to maximize space and ensure safety.

Repurposing of Old Boys’ Dorm
Utilization of the existing Boys’ Dorm as a recreation/craft area.

The Community Christian Church
of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road
Rosenberg, TX 77471

(832) 449-3358

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Eve. 5:30 PM

Prayer Service and Bible Study

Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping Neighbors
Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged Funerals

• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

Bellville Sealy Wallis
865-3121 885-3535 478-6311
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2018 DATES

ENCOUNTER
CAMP

JULY 8-10
(AGES 7-8)
______

ALPHA CAMP
JUNE 10-14
(AGES 9-10)

______

PIONEER
CAMP

JUNE 17-22
(AGES 11-13)

______

DISCOVERY
CAMP

JUNE 24-29
(AGES 14-15

______

CHALLENGER
CAMP

JULY 1-6
(AGES 16-19

QUESTIONS

Contact:
Amy Snelgrove

Camp Programmer
979-229-5013

agsnelgrove@gmail.com

HUS SCHOOL
ENCAMPMENT

SUMMER CAMPS
It’s time to register your camper for the

summer camping program!
Register by April 15th to get the early bird

discount!

Registration forms can be downloaded at
http://www.huscamp.org/

Early Bird Fee Regular Fee Late Fee
(by April 15) (by May 1) (by May 15)

Encounter $200 $250 $275
Alpha $300 $350 $375

Pioneer $300 $350 $375
Discovery $300 $350 $375
Challenger $300 $350 $375
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How Can I Help?How Can I Help?How Can I Help?How Can I Help?How Can I Help?

– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –

Show your support and receive current information about what’s
going on at the Hus Camp. Seimply email your contact information

(Name, Mailing Address, Email Address & Phone Number) to:
Suzie Dusek at sdusek5@gmail.com

– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –

On Line - huscamp.org (click on the donate label for credit card info)

Bank Draft - for a recurring monthly bank draft, email James
Marek, james@cnbt.com, or call 512-352-6165.

By Mail - make checks payable to Hus Camp Buliding Fund and
maile to Todd Corporon, 5350 CR124, Georgetown, TX 78626

– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –

Special Events/Fundraising    Social Media    Church Presen-
tations     Work Days      Publicity

Get involved by volunteering to serve on a Hus Camp Committee
Simply Email or call us to find out more about working on behalf of

the Hus Camp with one of these groups.
James Marek:  james@cnbt.com (or) 512-352-6165
Rick Weise: weise.rick@aol.com (or) 325-656-2620

– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –

Become a Hus Camp prayer warrior by signing up to be on our
prayer team. Whenever prayers are needed at the camp, you will

be notified by email about the prayer request.

To join the team, simply email your contact information
 (Name, Mailing Address, Email Address & Phone Number) to

husprayer@gmail.com
Glenda Laza Moreland & Kathy Simcik Harris
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Summer Youth Worship, Convention, and
Volleyball Tournament

Saturday, July 14-Sunday, July 15

ALL REGISTRATION FORMS AND REPORTS MUST BE
RECEIVED BY JUNE 30

Youth Convention at 8:30 a.m.
We will be voting on by-law changes. These proposed
amendments are available on the youth website.
Leadership Team applications must be received by June
30. Applicants must be able to plan and attend two state
activities in addition to the summer retreat (fall retreat,
winter retreat, state children’s rally).

Worship & Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.
All participants and visitors are encouraged to attend.

Tournament to follow
Tournament referees are needed.
Teams must have all paperwork submitted by the deadline
to be eligible to play.

Visit www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.org for registration forms, report forms, and
by-law amendment proposals.

Contact Jennifer Chervenka, jennchervenka@gmail.com, if you need more
information.

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:30 am

Pastor – Rev. Joe Emerson
P.O. Box 1295

Belton, TX 76513
(254) 931-1653

FayettevilleBrethrenChurch.org
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Hus Encampment Capital Building Campaign
Pledge Form:

Please accept this joy-filled pledge.
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
Telephone #: ___________________________________________
Email ________________________________________________
3-Year Pledge: [ ] $100,000 [ ] $50,000 [ ] $25,000 [ ] $15,000

[ ] $10,000 [ ] $7500 [ ] $5000 [ ] $2500 [ ] $1500
[ ] Other ______________

Amount Enclosed: ___________ [ ] Check # ______ [ ] Cash
(Please make checks payable to: “Hus Encampment Building Fund”)
[ ] Visa [ ] MasterCard – Credit Card #_____________________

Exp. _______ Security # ______
Remaining Amount: $_______________ to be paid over the next

[ ] 12 months [ ] 18 months [ ] 24 months [ ] 36 months
Monthly Payment Amount: $____________
[ ] Please charge my credit card monthly [ ] Please bill me monthly
[ ] Please use electronic funds transfer from my bank acct. monthly:
Bank Name ___________________________________
Routing # _________________ Account # __________________

[ ] The Hus Encampment may list my name and pledge amount in
written materials when giving thanks to donors.

Signature: __________________________________________

Mail donation to:
Todd Corporon, Hus Board Treasurer

5350 County Road 124
Georgetown, TX 78626

Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law.
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2018 Summer Camp Dates:
ENCOUNTER ALPHA
Ages 7-8 years old Ages 9-10 years old
Camp Cost: $250* Camp Cost: $350*
Camp Dates: July 8-10 Camp Dates: June 10-14

PIONEER DISCOVERY
Ages 11-13 years old Ages 14-15 years old
Camp Cost: $350* Camp Cost: $350*
Camp Dates: June 17-22 Camp Dates: June 24-29

CHALLENGER HUS SCHOOL
Ages 16-19 years old Not offered in 2018.
Camp Cost: $350*
Camp Dates: July 1-6

For more information about the Hus School Encampment go to:
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would
like to include in this listing? Please send activity information
including a contact name, phone number, and/or email address to
the Brethren Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com.
Information must be received by the first day of the month
immediately preceding the month of publication.

SAVE THE DATES...

September 22, 2018 – Fall Synodical Committee meeting at the
Hus Encampment in Caldwell, TX. Details & Registrations will be sent
to each congregation and should be available for download on the
Unity Website in August. For more information, call Donna Verwold at
(713) 553-5542 or email dmverold@yahoo.com.

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Hus School Encampment
Capital Improvement Project

as of May 10, 2018

$5,000,000

$4,500,000

$4,000,000

$3,500,000

$3,000,000

$2,500,000

$2,000,000

$1,500,000

$1,000,000

$500,000

$1,000,0$0

$3,992,071

$507,929

Current Project
Upgrade of Main Building – $200,000
Completed Projects
Septic System Upgrade – $150,000

Amount Given Amount Still Needed

In God’s Hands Ministry
P. O. Box 321

Caldwell, TX 77836
979-574-7134

Everyday Ministries to Meet Everyday Needs
A Home Mission Work to Cade Lake and Burleson County
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Schedule and Details of Upcoming Unity Activities

June 17, 2018 – Ocker Brethren BBQ Fund-raiser at Seaton
SPJST, Star Hall. Sausage, ribs, and all the trimmings, $10. Silent
Auction & Quilt raffle. For more information, contact Stacie Sebek at
(254) 718-5608 or email to ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com.

July 14-15, 2018 – Summer BYF Retreat, Convention, and
Volleyball Tournament at the Hus Encampment. For more informa-
tion, see flyer in this issue.

July 21, 2018 – 65th Biennial Mutural Aid Society Convention at
the Taylor Brethren Church. Contact Rev. Joseph Polasek at
josephjpolasek@yahoo.com or Natalie Outlaw at
NatalieOutlaw@yahoo.com.

OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email:  ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor
Dr. Brad Herridge

(254) 716-2578
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka

(254) 983-1002

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 869-2845
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Jan (John)
Hus was a ma-
jor influence
through his
writings on the
life and work
of Martin
Luther. Jan
Hus was a uni-
versity rector,
t h e o l o g i a n ,
and pastor/
preacher of
B e t h l e h e m
Chapel in
Prague. As a
priest, Jan Hus was one of the first
Reformation figures to stand firm
against the sale of Indulgences. He
was one of the first priests to allow
the common people to receive both
the bread and the wine when taking
part in the Holy Eucharist. Hus recog-
nized the need to translate the Holy
Bible from the Latin into the local

The Influence of Jan Hus on Martin Luther
- by Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill

l a n g u a g e ,
Czech. He was
ex-communi-
cated 1409 in
part for
preaching in
his native
tongue. Hus
further alien-
ated the Pope
by writing and
s p e a k i n g
against the
Pope as the
f u n c t i o n a l
head of the

church. Hus believed that only Christ
could be the head of the church.
Thus, Hus believed that God through
His scripture was the final authority
in matters of doctrine and ecclesiology.

In October of 2014, Sigismund,
Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire,
guaranteed Hus safe conduct to the
Council of Constance to defend his

Temple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren Church
2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502

(254) 778-8759 tbc@hot.rr.com
TempleBrethrenChurch.org

Rev. Tim Chaplin
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. (254) 718-6094

Worship: 10:45 a.m. tpch4359@gmail.com
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DON’T WAKE UP THE LIONS GAME
Use the prayer of King Darius (Daniel 6: 26-27) and write one
line per sheet of paper. Tape a sheet of paper to each child’s
back. Tell the children they are lions and they don’t like to be
messed with, so you want to protect your part of the prayer.
When you say GO, they should try to grab papers off the backs
of others without getting their paper taken. The person with
the most parts of the prayer wins!

For He is the living God!
His word endures forever!

His kingdom will not be destroyed,
His dominion will never end.

He rescues, and He saves;
He performs signs and wonders
in the heavens and on the earth.

He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.

GOD’S PROTECTION
Take an empty narrow-necked bottle (this could represent the
den). Place a small model of a man (representing Daniel) into
the bottle. Draw a picture of a lion on a small piece of paper.
(Alternatively, you could just write ‘Lion’ on your paper).
Screw the paper up into a small ball. Hold your bottle in a
horizontal position and place the paper into it’s neck. Invite as
many children as you wish to try and blow the paper into the
bottle, thus representing the lion’s attempt to get to Daniel.
You will find that the children will be unable to blow the
paper from the neck into the main body of the bottle! In fact,
the opposite will happen, and the paper will be propelled
backwards right out of the bottle. The harder someone blows,
the faster and further the paper will be propelled away from
Daniel and the bottle.

Explanation. There is already air in your ’empty’ bottle, and
when someone blows more air into the bottle (whilst attempt-
ing to blow the paper in), this will result in the air pressure
inside the bottle now becoming higher than that outside – with
the result that the paper is forced away from the bottle rather
than into it.

BRETHREN JOURNAL June 2018/23
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theological and philosophical beliefs.
Within weeks of his arrival, Hus was
seized and placed on trial for heresy.
Hus was imprisoned in chains in a
Franciscan monastery’s dungeon.
Poorly fed and clothed in winter, he
became increasingly weak and ill.
Throughout his trial, Hus steadfastly
asked that his writings and teachings
be tested against Scripture. On the
5th of July, 1415, Hus was found
guilty of heresy. He was asked to
renounce, recant, and deny his errors.
Hus refused to do so. On the 6th of
July, Hus was led out to be burned at
the stake. Given one last chance to
recant, Hus refused. Burned alive, his
bones were then broken, and subse-
quently his bones and ashes were
scattered in the river Rhine.

Martin Luther is said to have found
a copy of Jan Hus’s sermons, and in
reading them stated, “I was over-
whelmed with astonishment.” Luther
later wrote, “I could not understand
for what cause they had burnt so
great a man, who explained the Scrip-
tures with so much gravity and skill.”
…“If such a man is to be regarded as
a heretic, no person under the sun
can be looked upon as a true Chris-
tian.” … “If this man was not a
generous and intrepid martyr and
confessor of Christ, certainly it would
be difficult for any man to be saved.”
Martin Luther would go on to trans-
late many of Hus’s letters and theo-
logical writings from the Latin into
German, using Hus’s arguments as a
foundation for his own seminal work.

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS

Chairman:
David Miller (2015), Wall Brethren

Church; cell 325-245-5616,
dm103157@wcc.net

Unity Representatives:

Arnold Cuba (2015), Taylor
Brethren Church; cell 512-247-
8019, or work 512-352-3646,
arcuba188@yahoo.com

John Brinkley (2011), Ocker
Brethren Church; cell 254-721-
3196, home 254-742-2771,
wphalia@yahoo.com

Reesa Ueckert (2015); phone 979-
472-0559, reesa@hrueckert.com

Board of Christian Education:
Tammy Laza, Bryan/College
Station Brethren Church; home
979-690-7068, or cell 979-777-
6044, tami.laza@verizon.net

Christian Sisters Representative:
Paula Wagner (2015), Taylor

Brethren Church; home 512-996-
8846, or cell 512-632-6644,
paulak1121@sbcglobal.net

BYF Representative:
Erin Brinkley (2015), Ocker

Brethren Church;
erinbrinkley@yahoo.com

Synodical Committee Liason:
Rev. Mark Sebek, Bryan/College

Station Brethren Church; cell 254-
931-2000, papasebek@gmx.com

ADVISORY MEMBERS
Rev. Lawrence & Barbara Junek

(Unity at large); 254-714-2622,
ljuneck@hot.rr.com

MISSIONARIES
Robert & Anne Thiessen
Michael Woo
Phil & Eunice Raiford
Pastor Pavel & Stana Kozak
Carolyn Groseclose

22/June 2018 BRETHREN JOURNAL

Chillin’ with the Lions

Read or tell the story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den:
Daniel 6:6-24

FAITH OVER FEAR
Before class, take an old glove and draw or glue the
following letters on the knuckles: F-E-A-R. You will take
two empty plastic water bottles and tightly cap one of
them. Do not cap the other bottle. During class, you will
put on the glove and form a fist to show the word fear.
Then you will hit both bottles. The uncapped bottle will
crush, but the one that has the cap on tight will not
crush. You will compare the uncapped bottle to a
person without faith, and the capped bottle to a person
who has faith. Although faith itself is not visible, what
faith produces is easy to see.

BY FAITH CHARADES
Write each of the following acts of faith on slips of
paper to play charades.

• Noah & the Ark
• Abraham offering Isaac as a sacrifice
• Moses at the Red Sea
• The Wall of Jericho
• David & Goliath
• Daniel in the Lion’s Den

Lion Snack
Take 2 Ritz crackers. Spread peanut butter on one. Use
pretzel sticks to create a mane. Put the second cracker
on top. Use raisins or mini M&Ms to create eyes and a
mouth. Enjoy!
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A loved one is sick
Take the temperature
Have tissues close by
An ice pack
A heating pad
Some chicken soup
Lots of fluids

A loved one is sick
How do you help the one who has

always been there for you?
Your helper
Your healer
Your heart’s affection
How do you help the wounded

healer?

Prayers for certain will reverberate
in the Lord’s Mighty Throne.

Compassion for certain will reso-
nate within the wounded healer’s
thoughts and feelings.

Assistance of every kind for cer-
tain will make a difference for the
wounded healer.

What the wounded healer needs
the most, however, is that you stand
with this special one before Christ

At the foot of the Cross

Wounded Healer
- by Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

Not merely asking for a blessed
outcome,

But standing with this special one
before Christ

At the foot of the Cross
Asking Jesus Christ in faith in Him

for His seamless Presence through
every aspect of life but even more so,

Asking Jesus Christ in faith in Him
for His seamless Presence within the
two of you

Stand in the gap for this wounded
healer who has been there for you
through thick and thin.

Stand in the overpowering Blessed
Presence of Christ Himself!

Stand and offer all of yourself in
worship to the King of Kings.

Absolutely boldly ask for holy
outcomes in this time of woundedness
or illness for your loved one

Your helper
Your healer
Your heart’s affection
Then take a single step past asking

for holy outcome and ask Christ to
help you to stand with Him during
this time.

In Exodus 17, God’s people were

TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
512-352-6423

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor Board President Secretary

James D. Hejl Bryan Holubec Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-922-5470 M-Th 8 a.m.-noon
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Our next hero of the Old Testament was a true
lion tamer – Daniel. The story of Daniel can be
used to illustrate many Biblical truths. You can
teach about character, how actions reveal
beliefs, bravery, the love of God, the provision of
God. It is also a story that most children have
heard many times. This can make it difficult to
get kids to engage in the story… they may feel
like they have been there and done that! So, use
some of these ideas to add a new twist to your
Daniel Lesson!

In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds

and glorify your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

Sunday School Helper
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Mailing Address: Church 9:00 A.M.
P.O. Box 9283 Sunday School 10:45 A.M.
College Station, TX 77842 Off: 979-693-3606

email: papasebek@gmx.com

BrBrBrBrBryyyyyan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Staaaaat ion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Church
2650 Earl Rudder Freeway South

www.unityofthebrethren.org

Rev. Mark Sebek

nomads in the desert.  They came to
face many enemies.  Moses stood for
them before God.  God provided them
with words of healing through Moses
as well as water and food to survive.
One day, Moses, the wounded healer,
wounded by the lack of appreciation
from those he loved and wounded
from the countless challenges of the
journey, grew weary and needed help:

Moses said to Joshua, “Choose
some men for us and go out, fight
with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand
on the top of the hill with the staff of
God in my hand.” So Joshua did as
Moses told him, and fought with
Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and
Hur went up to the top of the hill.
Whenever Moses held up his hand,
Israel prevailed; and whenever he
lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed.
But Moses’ hands grew weary; so
they took a stone and put it under
him, and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur
held up his hands, one on one side,
and the other on the other side; so
his hands were steady until the sun
set. And Joshua defeated Amalek and
his people with the sword. Then the
Lord said to Moses, “Write this as a
reminder in a book and recite it in
the hearing of Joshua: I will utterly

blot out the remembrance of Amalek
from under heaven.” And Moses built
an altar and called it, The Lord is my
banner.  (Exodus 17:9-15, NRSV)

Who is wounded around you?
What friends or family could you

take with you to help this person fight
through whatever is happening?

Does that person need something
to sit on?

Does that person need help get-
ting around?

How long will you help the wounded
healer, the one who is often there for
you?

Do you accept accolades for help-
ing or do you direct all thanks to God?

A loved one is sick
Take the temperature
Have tissues close by
An ice pack
A heating pad
Some chicken soup
Lots of fluids

A loved one is sick
How do you help the one who has

always been there for you?
Your helper
Your healer
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CHRISTIAN SISTERS’ UNION
OFFICERS

President: Paula Wagner, 10506
Mourning Dove Dr., Austin, TX
78750. (512) 632-6644;
paulak1121@sbcglobal.net

Vice President: Carolyn Beseda,
2515 Lazybrook Dr., Houston,
TX 77008. (281) 546-7941;
cffilipp@earthlink.net

Secretary: Anna Wotipka, 652
County Rd. 324, Caldwell, TX
77836. (979) 218-9043;
awotipka58@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Lydia Faust,
P.O. Box 125, Snook, TX 77878.
lydiavajdakfaust@gmail.com

Treasurer: Paige Hearn, 17150 FM
971, Granger, TX 76530. (512)
567-1436; usmcmom@ymail.com

Synodical Committee Liaison:
Rev. Whitney Amos, 3rd Vice
President

Mutual Aid Convention
Invitation

 
The Administrative Board of

the Mutual Aid Society extends
an invitation to all Ministers, Del-
egates, and Members of the So-
ciety to attend its 65th Biennial
Convention to be held Saturday,
July 21, 2018, at the Taylor Breth-
ren Church.  A warm welcome is
extended to visitors who would
like to observe the proceedings.
We also ask you to remember
this gathering in your prayers.

 
Rev. Joseph J. Polasek
President

Call us if you have questions
about naming your church
or a Unity of the Brethren

agency as a beneficiary
in an existing or new

SPJST insurance certificate.

SPJST
520 NorthMain Street
Temple, Texas 76501

(800) 727-7578
www.spjst.org

Membership
Benefits

• Life Insurance
• Annuities
• Family Activities
• Community Involvement
• Youth Activities and Camp
• Scholarships
• Vestnik weekly newspaper

Insuring & Enriching Lives

A fraternal benefit society
serving Texans

and their families
since 1897.
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Your heart’s affection
How do you help the one who has

always been there for you?
How do you help the wounded

healer?

In Jesus’ Hands, The one who is
our wounded heale and calls out to us
to help the wounded healers in our
lives,

Right With You,
Sister Vanessa Mitchell

Mark Your Calendars!
The Prime Timers’ Committee in-

vites all Unity members and friends to
the 24th Annual Prime Timers’ Retreat
at the Hus School Encampment in
Caldwell, TX. on Friday, October 12,
2018, through Sunday, October 14,
2018.

Details & Registrations will be sent
to each congregation and should be
available for download on the Unity
website in August.

Those who want the full experi-
ence can stay in either a dormitory or
cabin for the weekend at the camp,
while others can come for the just day
on Saturday; enjoying worship, Bible
study, entertainment, good food, re-
connection, relaxation, and fellow-
ship. Our ages range from 40 and
above.

Come join the fun, while also sup-
porting the Hus Encampment.

For more information, call Donna
Verwold at (713) 553-5542, or email
dmverold@yahoo.com.

Prime Timers’ Retreat
2018 Invitation

ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service –

A Payne Family Tradition”
West, Texas
254/826-5321

BYF LEADERSHIP TEAM
2017-2018

Youth:
Allyson Cocker
allycocke@yahoo.com
Jordan Eilers
eilers.js@gmail.com
Kelton Hooker
Keltonhooker@yahoo.com
Grace Jungmann
grace.jungmann99@gmail.com
Taylor Krcha
krcha1998@gmail.com
Philip McSorley
Mcsorley.philip@gmail.com
Colton Machu
coltonmachu@icloud.com
Reed Olsen
Rolsen1776@gmail.com
Montgomery Raesz
mogom16@gmail.com
Madalynn Woelfel
madwoefel@gmail.com

Adults:
Taylor Brinkley
taylordbrnkley@yahoo.com
Kari Raesz
kari.raesz@dps.texas.gov
Tammie Reithmayer,
triethmayer1972@gmail.com
Anna Wotipka
awotipka58@yahoo.com
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Guerrero. We were able to help set up
contacts for Ragib & Fabi and their
two boys to begin this month to live
in the Mixtec village of Atlamajacingo.
This is through our friend Lamberto,
from Ometepec now, but originally
from this town. Please pray for them
as they explore ways to be good
neighbors and communicate the Good
News in deed, and eventually word.

Also, keep our catechist friends
from Lachixio (la-chi-si-yo) in your
prayers. We won’t see any of these
folks for a couple months, but as
soon as we get back we want to visit
and see what is going on. I have
several good reasons to go there, as
I am called in to fix the sawmill and
other equipment.

Thanks again for your prayer and
other support. We look forward to
seeing whichever ones of you are in
our travel path this summer, and please
know that all of you are in our thoughts
and prayers, too.

Robert & Anne

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE

“Bear ye one another’s burdens
And so fulfill the Law of

Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)
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WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas
Home: 325-949-7543 Cell: 325-656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com
Church: wallbrethrean@gmail.com

www.WallBrethrenChurch.com

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Pastor/Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary
Lance LaBedelle Ryan Volkman Libby Lane
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Austin Brethren Church Tour
Hosted by Linda and Gary Chandler

October 13 - 24 2018

Join us on an exciting and original tour to the Holy Land!

Experience Jerusalem, The Galilee, Samaria, Dead Sea,
and more on a fantastic tour in October 2018.

Travel throughout Israel, where the Bible comes to life,
prophecy is fulfilled, and faith is renewed.

Encounter the Presence of the Lord, meet today’s
heroes, and fulfill your journey of a lifetime.

Land package: $2,720.00

Extras

Flight from Austin: $1,000.00

Single Supplement: $900.00

Tour Includes:
• Overnights at 4-star hotels
• Double room occupancy.
• English speaking tour guide
• Site Entrance
• Transportation (air-conditioned bus).
• 2 meals a day
• Basic Israeli medical insurance

GO TO: http:lipkintours.com
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asked whether it would be possible to
organize neighborhood Bible studies
using the Proclaimers. This is an idea
we will continue to pursue in the
future, though this might involve talk-
ing to the priest.

Because of our occasional contact
with this town, we’ve decided to
approach it as a community, telling
the gospel story, offering the Bible in
their language, and looking for ways
to lead them into Bible study. As
Evangelicals, we differ from the Catho-
lics of Lachixio: we don’t lay claim to
entire towns if they don’t follow Jesus.
We expect faith and a heart change.
Pray that we will find creative ways to
present the gospel there.

Blessings,  Anne and Robert

Monday, April 30, 2018

Subject: Summer Travels
 

Dear friends,
These last days of April make me

think of how 30 years ago this month
I left Ontario to go live in Honduras
for three years. How much that changed
my life! I met Anne there. I realized
that I enjoyed living and serving
cross-culturally and wanted to pur-
sue this. I learned so much about the
Kingdom of God and the different
ways we can participate in that. I
made friends, learned languages, ate
“odd” food, and saw wonders I hadn’t
even dreamed of. And, I discovered
the network of friends, family and
churches that has grown to be all of
you who today sustain us with many
kinds of support. Thanks so much!

In a few days we are starting a
busy couple months of travel. We are

flying up Wednesday to be at Philip’s
graduation in Texas this Saturday,
then driving with him to the Chicago
area to be at Mikael and Elai’s gradu-
ation on Sunday. We won’t make it to
Cailey’s graduation a week later, but
will be helping M&E begin the move
to Atlanta, where he has a job set up.
Then Philip and Cailey’s wedding is
May 19th  in Colorado. All that in two
weeks! Lots of flying and driving.

Then both sets of kids and we will
be in Ontario the last weekend of May
to join with the extended Thiessen
network celebrating three boys’ wed-
dings with a combined shower. We’ll
be staying a few weeks there to visit
friends and churches, and then a few
weeks more in North Carolina for
more of the same.

The group of Mexican missionar-
ies, Sin Fronteras (Without Borders –
the group we have come alongside
over the last years) continues to grow
and extend into unreached villages in
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In Christ’s Love . . . from the Foreign
Mission Field

From the Thiessen’s . . .

Monday, April 23, 2018

Subject: The Cathecists of Lachixio
 
Dear friends,

Five hundred years ago, teams of
Catholic monks stepped off Spanish
ships throughout the entire Western
hemisphere with the intent to convert
the local population. They saw that
many of the Indian people were being
enslaved because they were not con-
sidered human, or they died by the
millions from plagues that the con-
querors unwittingly brought with them.
The monks were determined to save
these people, and today most of all
Latin America calls itself Catholic
because of their work. One of the
towns the monks converted to Chris-
tianity was Lachixio, a town we’ve
mentioned before. It’s Zapotec – not
the language we’ve focused on, and
Robert’s visits to help them run their
sawmill are infrequent.

But his friend, Juan, was willing to
open some doors for him, and we
wrote some time ago about an oppor-
tunity we had to present a quilt and
some Bible Proclaimers (recordings of
the New Testament in their dialect) to
the town authorities – quite a public
affair, and well received.

Yesterday Juan (not yet interested
in the gospel himself) opened another
door so that we could meet with the
town catechists, people assigned by
the town for two-year terms to lead
the town in their faith. We met with
five of them. When we arrived at the
church, there was a children’s Sun-
day School in full swing on the patio,
the kids all standing and coloring at
long tables set up on the church
patio. The teachers were playing
songs – “You are the air I breathe,”
and “When the Spirit of God moves in
me” – Evangelical praise songs. The
catechists explained how the local
priest trains them once a month to
help lead Bible readings and prayers.

We explained that our purpose in

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 – (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. – Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill

Dorothy Hinson John David Skrivanek
President Secretary

7331 Misty Morning Lane  P.O. Box 1605
Humble, TX 77346 Bellaire, TX 77402

(281) 620-0480 (832) 930-8061
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meeting with them
was to give them each
a Bible Proclaimer in
Zapotec. They said
that they had heard
this Bible being
played on the town
sound system, so
they knew it was
around, but they had
no idea how to get
one. We showed
them how to use it
and then asked for
permission to tell
them a story. Using rocks, a black
strap, water, and a candle, we pre-
sented the gospel message to them.
We told them that this was the easiest
way for us to explain ourselves to
them and for them to see what they
thought of us and our message.

From what we could tell, they very
much enjoyed the gospel story as we
presented it. “The way I see it,” one
of them said, “the black rocks are the
wrong things in our lives.” Yep. He
got it.

After we finished, we asked about
their work in the church. We asked
how much of the town participated in

church life. They guessed maybe 10%.
They were sad about this and sug-
gested two reasons – work and alco-
hol. By their count, 100% of Lachixio
is Catholic, because 100% of the
population was baptized Catholic at
birth. These catechists are respon-
sible for the entire town, but they are
frustrated because they don’t know
what to do about the nominal mem-
bers. Their priest is responsible for 12
different towns and spends his time
holding mass for them all. This is a
total population of some 20,000 people.
Imagine pastoring 20,000 people. We
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9882 FM 2155/P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone –  (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US
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Bible Study – Each Tuesday, 9:00-10:00 AM

Pastor Board of Elders President Youth Directors
Rev. Joseph Polasek Justin Lewis Randall & Jonna See

P.O. Box 54 P.O. Box 222 P.O. Box 345
Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878
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