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To the Moon and Back . . . by Jim Pokorny
Fall Synodical Committee Meeting Minutes
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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover).  These donations are tax deductible.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Brethren Journal, 705 Woodson Dr., Caldwell, TX 77836.
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The Synodical Committee ap-
proved an application for a Match-
ing Technology Grant for all Unity
churches. Churches may apply
for a matching grant up to $1,000.
This is to assist churches who
are seeking to enhance their wor-
ship experience through the use
of technology and A/V equipment.

The deadline to apply for a
grant is December 31, 2020. The
application can be found on the
Unity website at
UnityoftheBrethren.org, Contact
Us – click on Forms. If you need
one mailed to you, please contact
the Unity Secretary, Angie Hairrell.
If you have any questions, please
contact a member of the Execu-
tive Committee.

Matching Technology
 Grant Program

BOARD OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Chair: Peggy Hejl – Taylor
Brethren, (512) 365-6890,
peggyhejl@gmail.com

Debbie Clark – (2014) Crosby Brethren
Angie Hairrell – (2011) Snook Brethren
Sandra Merz – (2016) Nelsonville
Rev. Vanessa Mitchell (2017)
Suzie Dusek – (2017) Wall
Jennifer Chervenka – Youth

Coordinator, Ocker Brethren
Synodical Liaison – Rev. Whitney Amos,

3rd Vice-President, chatney@aol.com

Visit the
Unity of the Brethren

Website:
unityofthebrethren.org
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Rev. Vanessa Lucia Mitchell, 2070
Carter Lake Drive, College Station,
TX 77845. (979) 574-0268;
lajoiededieu@gmail.com Blog:
notboxingtheair.wordpress.com
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Cade Lake
Replacing the facility at Cade Lake

that burned December 2017 has taken
more time than anyone anticipated,
calling for trust in the Lord and His
timing and patience with the process.
At the writing of this article, a pad has
been laid and a modular building
moved on the property.

Over the last several months, many
options were studied and considered.
Building on site was thoroughly in-
vestigated with several types of con-
struction considered, receiving input
from architects, engineers, and con-
tractors. Eventually it was discerned
that onsite construction was cost
prohibited and a modular building
would be best, all things considered.
The challenge then became finding a
suitable building.

At the present time, approximately
$32,000 has been spent on the pad,
the building and its relocation. Re-
maining phases of the project include
electric lines and hookup, HVAC,
plumbing, along with the additions of
a kitchen and restrooms, decking,
ramps, and skirting.

FROM THE PRESIDENT . . . Dr. Larry Koslovsky
It is projected that by the end of

March, the congregation will, at the
very least, be able to worship in the
half of the building that is designated
as the great room, primarily to be used
as worship space.

Thanks goes to: Lamar Urbanovsky
and Rev. Mark Sebek for researching
possibilities for a building, coordinat-
ing the site preparation and the mov-
ing of the building. Rev. Kay and Ben
Polasek and Rev. Jim and Diane
Heckman for faithfulness to the min-
istry of Cade Lake and the challenges
that come without a facility. Home
Mission Board Chairperson, Martha
Dove, along with the Home Mission
Board for their interest and support of
this special mission project.

Hus Encampment Building Program
Part A of Phase 1 has been com-

pleted as last reported and was well
received and used by campers and
staff over the summer as well as other
events – a wedding, youth retreats, a
confirmation retreat, and a woman’s
retreat, to name a few.
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HOME MISSIONS BOARD

Martha Dove, chair; 979-249-5591;

Walhalla71@gmail.com

Rev. Linda Chandler (2017); L77c@aol.com

Beth Dusek; bethbrenham@gmail.com

Marvin Chlapek; mjcarc@airplexus.com

Clarence (Tillman) Clark;
foxfire890@aol.com

Rev. Larry Zabcik; zabcikville@gmail.com

Rev. Mark Sebek (Liaison);
papaseb ek@gmail.com

Vacant Seat

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Chairman: Dr. Ron Dusek;
(979) 567-3732; rdusekdds@aol.com

Connie Janac; cjanac@st-joseph.org;
(979) 587-0363

Trish Groseclose; (979) 865-3026

Anna Wotipka; (979) 218-9043

Adviser: Rev. James D. Hejl;
jhejl@icloud.com; (512) 365-6890

Synodical Committee Liaison:
Dr. Larry Koslovsky

DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Norska 42
77900 Olomouc
Czech Repubic
e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
230 SW Sandy Way
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986
pbrmissions@gmail.com

Rob and Anne Thiessen
25 E. Camino Nacional
Tlalixtac de Cabrera
Oaxaca, MEXICO 68627
(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
e-mail: rvthiessen@gmail.com

Carolyn Groseclose
NDO
PO Box 630260
Choma, Zambia
e-mail: carolyngroseclose@yahoo.com

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE
President: Rev. Larry Koslovsky, (713) 594-4518
1st Vice President: Rev. Mark Sebek,

(254) 931-2000, papasebek@gmx.com
2nd Vice President: Kayla Marek, 2703 Kelly

Dr., Taylor, TX 76574, (512) 944-2619,
kmarek2012@gmail.com

3rd Vice President: Rev. Whitney Amos,
(254) 742-2629, chatney@aol.com

Secretary: Angie Hairrell, 11482 FM 2155,
Somerville, TX 77879, (979) 219-1582;
Hairrell@gmail.com

Treasurer: Lynette Urbanovsky, 1711 Gray Stone
Dr., Bryan, TX 77807; (979) 450-1820,
lurbanovsky@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Rev. Joe Emerson, PO Box
1295, Belton, TX 76513, (254) 931-1653;
joe.emerson_ma@yahoo.com

Administrative Assistant: Liz Ripple, 311 W.
State Hwy. 71, Fayetteville, TX 78940;
(979) 378-2239, lizripple@hotmail.com

Ministerial Alternate: Rev. Tim Chaplin
Pastor to Pastors: Rev. James D. Hejl,

(512) 365-6890
Non-Voting Lay Alternate: Wiley Marx (Ocker),

boernemarx@yahoo.com
Lay Members:
Austin: Darrel Kolinek, dkolinek@yahoo.com
BCS: Valerie Sebek, valsebek@gmail.com
Buckholts: Charlene Vogelsang,

cakv@hotmail.com
Caldwell: Lynette Urbanovsky (Treasurer); Dr.

Ron Dusek, rdusekdds@aol.com
Crosby: Debbie Clark, foxfire890@aol.com
Dime Box: Rober ta Brinkman,

superblues123@gmail.com
Fayetteville: Sandra Stepan,

sandrainaustin@yahoo.com
Good Shepherd: Beltran Perez
Granger: Vacant
Houston: Dorothy Hinson, (281) 620-0480
Industry: Joan Coufal, joanie9695@gmail.com
Nelsonville: Jenell Zettel, (979) 203-8390
New Tabor: Robert Schlechte,

rschlechte@hotmail.com
Ocker: Taylor Brinkley, taylordbrinkley@yahoo.com
Pasadena: Linda Planka, mslindaj47@yahoo.com
Rosenberg: Genevieve Elliott-Bowman,

gm_elliott@yahoo.com
Seaton: Leonard Mikeska, mikeskains@hot.rr.com
Snook: Justin Lewis
Taylor: Kayla Marek (2nd VP); Sid Srnensky,

sid@brushcreekfarms.com
Temple: Kellie Chaplin, kelliechap74@gmail.com
Wall: Suzie Dusek, sdusek5@gmail.com
Wesley: Mark Surovik
West: Roy Janek, grandpajanek@att.net
Westheimer: Leroy Par thum,

betty_par thum@yahoo.com
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Part B of Phase 1 is on hold until
sufficient funds are collected. At this
point, approximately $100,000 has been
donated with some money received
from oil production proceeds. An-
other $200,000 is needed to add
restrooms, relocate entry ways, finish
the interior, and make changes to the
exterior.

Catechism
The 2015 Convention directed the

Synodical Committee to review, re-
vise and publish a new edition of the
Unity’s catechism. Research included
reviewing previous catechisms (1966
& 1979) as well as the 1523 Catechism
from the early Unity. Scripture that
support the answers were reviewed
and adjustments made that better
support answers. The final revision
was reviewed by pastors, corrections
made, and final approval for printing
given at last Fall’s Synodical Commit-
tee meeting.

The last step prior to printing was
permission to quote passages from
the New Revised Standard Version.
With permission secured, the cat-
echism will now be printed in-house.
Rev. James Hejl has set up the cat-
echism, and Taylor Brethren has copy

TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
512-352-6423

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor Board President Secretary

James D. Hejl Bryan Holubec Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-922-5470 M-Th 8 a.m.-noon

capabilities on a larger scale to pro-
duce the catechism. Quantities for
each congregation will be met now,
and then printing will continue on an
“as-need basis” so as to be good
stewards of resources.

The Catechism will be initially dis-
tributed at the Synodical Committee
Meeting to be held on March 30th at
the camp. Pastors are asked to esti-
mate the number of catechisms needed
for their congregations.

BRETHREN JOURNAL March 2019/29

New Tabor – Sunday School at 9:00 AM &
Worship at 10:00 AM every Sunday,
“Tune Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. Da ve Johnson

Ocker – worship at 10:15 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School at 9:00 AM
every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Community Christian Church of
Rosenberg –

Sundays: Adult Bible Stud y and Sunday
School for children at 9:00 AM; worship
at 10:30 AM.

Wednesdays: 5:30 PM Dinner; 6:30 PM
Bible Study.

– Pastor Ben Kruse

Seaton –
Sunday, 9:15 AM – Prayer Gathering;

9:30 AM – Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM – Worship Celebration Service.

Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kid’s and Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Denise Mikeska

Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;
Worship – 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – worship at 10:15 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. James Hejl

Temple – Sunday School at 9:30 AM.,
Worship at 10:45 AM.

– Rev. Tim Chaplin

Vsetin – A non-official member
congregation of the Unity of the
Brethren – Worship at 10:00 AM every
Sunday.

– Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (for all ages) at
9:30 AM; worship at 10:45 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday. Sunday School follows.

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9:00 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Curtis Holland

Westheimer Community – worship at
10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Pastor Lisa Johnson

Austin – Bible Study at 10:00 AM
Austin – Worship at 11:00 AM.

– Rev. Linda Chandler

Bryan-College Station – worship at
9:00 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Mark Sebek

Buckholts – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker

Cade Lake Community Chapel (PO Box
163, Caldwell, TX 77836) – A Home
Mission Project since 10-22-11 – Sunday
School at 11:00 AM; Fellowship Lunch
at Noon; Worship at 1:00 PM.

– Rev. Kay Polasek
Co-Pastor, Rev. Jim Heckman

Caldwell – Come as you are! Sundays –
explore the Bible @ 9:30 AM (all ages);
KIDS CHOIR practices @ 10:15 AM; &
worship @ 10:30 AM! Every 1st & 3rd
Wednesday, join the fun @ Family
Game Night, 6-7:30 PM! Check out
lifeatcbc.org for spiritual resources,
events, videos, & more! Friend us on
Facebook!

– Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

Crosby –  9:00 AM: Worship
10:00 AM: Faith Adventure

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Dime Box – worship at 9:00 AM every
Sunday.

             – Rev. Kay Polasek

Fayetteville – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Joe Emerson

Good Shepherd Moravian – worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger – Bible Study every Sunday at
9:00 AM with worship service following
at 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Larry Zabcik

Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

Industry – worship at 9:00 AM every Sunday
with Sunday School for all ages following.

– Rev. Joe Emerson

Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9:00 AM
Nelsonville – Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
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The appeal of being new…
Perhaps shiny or brightly colored…
These attributes tend to draw us in

to an item we might purchase.
What if we were to apply these

qualities to an individual we are con-
sidering spending time with?

What if someone were to hold us
up to such standards?

The truth is that we are not often
“shiny” or “brightly colored” in our
demeanor. Some days it is consider-
ably easier to be so appealing to
others. More often than not, in the
quiet part of your day, it might seem
insurmountable to view yourself in
such a positive light. We struggle
with viewing life through an optimis-
tic lens. Pain and sorrow have shored
up negative emotions within our minds
that block us from living in consistent
joy.

What would it take on a day-to-
day basis for you to feel “renewed”?

What would it take for the best
version of yourself to show up for
life’s moments in increasing frequency?

I consider the Apostle Paul to be a

Renew
- by Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

close friend, a fellow traveler in the
walk of faith, as I read the words of
his letter to the church in Rome back
in the early century following our
Lord Jesus Christ’s time on earth. In
the Book of Romans, chapter 12, verses
1-2 (NRSV), Paul writes what only a
best friend would tell you – tough
words that are necessary:

1 I appeal to you therefore, broth-
ers and sisters, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual wor-
ship. 2 Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God –
what is good and acceptable and
perfect.

The path of transformation to be-
coming a person of consistent joy:

1. Your relationship with God comes
first. In the first breath that you take
each day, you speak to God. You offer
yourself to be an agent of change and
blessing within your home life and in
every sphere in which you dwell.

Mailing Address: Church 9:00 A.M.
P.O. Box 9283 Sunday School 10:45 A.M.
College Station, TX 77842 Off: 979-693-3606

email: papasebek@gmx.com

BrBrBrBrBryyyyyan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Staaaaat ion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Church
2650 Earl Rudder Freeway South

www.unityofthebrethren.org

Rev. Mark Sebek
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PAUL MILTON VOLEK was born on August
14, 1924, in Taylor, Texas. He was the
youngest child of John and Frances (Simcik)
Volek. He passed to his heavenly home on
November 26, 2018, at the age of 94 at the
SPJST Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation
Facility in Taylor.

Paul attended the Moravian School in
Granger, Texas, and enlisted in the United
States Navy on March 16, 1943. He proudly
served his country in World War II in the
Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations, Saipan,
Paulus, Pearl Harbor, Fiji, Canton, Pogo,
Guadalcanal, Manila and Tawi aboard the
USS Pocompe. He received an honorable
discharge as a Seaman 1st Class in Decem-
ber 1945.

In 1946, Paul married the love of his life,
Elsie Ann Vitek, and they enjoyed 43 years
of marriage until her death in April 1989.
Following Elsie’s death, Paul became reac-
quainted with a longtime friend, Delores
Machu, and they were married in November
1991. She preceded him in death in 2009. He
was a farmer for many years. He worked for
the Taylor ISD for 40 years as a bus driver
and custodian, retiring in 1989. He was also
the custodian at the Taylor Brethren Church
for 10 years.

Paul is survived by his two sons, Melvin
(wife Stephanie) and Dannie (wife Anita), his
grandchildren Christie Mouton (husband
Alex), Travis Volek (wife Kim), Leighanne
Volek, Tyler Volek (wife Lauren), Ashlynn
Volek and Dayton Paul Volek. He also leaves
behind great-grandchildren Sarah Meza, Jaden
Paul Meza, Paul Volek and Kaylin Volek, and
a host of nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Preceding him in death were his parents, his
wives, and his siblings, Joe, Louis, Henry,
Mildred Supek, Annie Dana, Frank, Bertha
Cadan, Rosie Seawright, Frances Srba and
Johnny. Services were held on Friday, No-
vember 30th at 2 p.m. at the Taylor Brethren
Church. Interment was at the Taylor City
Cemetery.

CDR FRANCIS T. KOSTOHRYZ, M.D., of
Memphis, Tennessee, passed away at his
home on October 2, 2018. He was born
December 13, 1929, in Waco, Texas, to
Reverend Frank J. Kostohryz and Mrs.
Hermine Hurta Kostohryz. He graduated
from Temple High School in 1946, attended
Schreiner University, then went on to study
medicine at University of Texas Medical
Branch in Galveston. He took time off from
school to sign on as a Merchant Marine in
order to earn his tuition money. He gradu-
ated from UTMB in 1956 and was in the Navy
from 1956 until he retired in 1980. Frank
served as a Submarine Medical Officer,
general practitioner, radiologist & Chief of

Radiology. Dr. Kostohryz helped fund the
CEFT Frank J. & Hermine Hurta Kostohryz
Residency in Czech Music and Culture at the
University of North Texas & the Francis T.
Kostohryz, MD, Residency Fund in Radiol-
ogy at UTMB, as well as supporting the
Wounded Warriors Project, the Boy Scouts
of America, the Salvation Army, and others.
He is preceded in death by longtime friend
and companion, Margaret Burrell. He is
survived by a daughter, Elizabeth Kostohryz.
Funeral services were held on October 24,
2018, at Seaton Brethren Church. Intern-
ment with Military Honors followed at Bellwood
Memorial Park, Temple. Minister Rev. Denise
Mikeska.

RICHARD “DICK” HARLAN HIGHT, 77, passed
away on Wednesday, December 5, 2018. He
was born on September 6, 1941, in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, to Charles Harlan and
Irene Fischer Hight. He was a member of
Seaton Brethren Church and the Seaton
Men’s Brotherhood. He was a member of
the United States Airforce. Prior to his
retirement, he worked 38 years for the
Department of Veterans Affairs as a Com-
puter Specialist. He had a very strong sense
of duty to serve his church & his commu-
nity. Dick spent much of his time volunteer-
ing at Feed My Sheep, Family Promise, and
Churches Touching Lives for Christ, just to
name a few. He was instrumental in the
renovation of The Well, a women’s shelter
associated with Feed My Sheep. Dick was a
big part of the Seaton School, by helping
restore and maintain the building through-
out the years. He sat on the board of the
Seaton Community Improvement Associa-
tion and the board of Feed My Sheep. Dick
was preceded in death by his parents.
Survivors include his wife of 34 years,
Louann Skrabanek Hight; brothers, Dennis
Hight & wife Julie of Garretson, South
Dakota; John Hight and wife Sandy of
Brookfield, Wisconsin; sister Susan Kincaid
and husband Ken of Yantis, Texas, as well as
his nieces and nephews and other close
relatives. Services for Richard were held on
December 17, 2018, at Harper-Talasek Fu-
neral Home, Temple. Minister: Rev. Denise
Mikeska.

MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS BOARD
(2017-2019)

Rev. James D. Hejl
(Pastor to the Pastors)

Rev. Mark Sebek
Rev. Whitney Amos
Rev. Joe Emerson
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2. You open yourself up to the
teachings of the Holy Bible that al-
ways revolutionize an individual with
a willing heart. Jesus says to help the
oppressed and so you help them.
Jesus says to have faith like a child
and so you ask Him to help you be
more childlike in your spirituality...
trusting of Jesus... wanting to be in
Jesus’ presence way more.

3. Stand firm in your resolve to
seek renewal of your mind through
the life principles of the Holy Bible
and especially through the example of
the life that Jesus Christ lived on
earth.

4. Insist on discerning what God
wants – rather than what you want –
as the most important goal of your
life.

Peace will come.
Your mind will be renewed.
You will be like new in your heart

and in your thinking... fresh in per-

spective and great in your impact for
good in this world.

As you seek to be holy as Jesus
demonstrated holiness to us, you will
become holy – a beautiful sacred
creation of God. This beauty of course
requires embracing the concept of
becoming a “living sacrifice.” Sacri-
fice is no longer a negative concept,
but rather a life-giving one. As you
reduce the things outside of Jesus’
words from your mindset, you will
sacrifice, but you will be so joy filled!
It is often in the times of material
scarcity and sincere humility, that our
hearts and minds are the most joyful,
the most free, renewed.

Will you ask Jesus Christ to renew
you, now?

In Jesus’ Hands.
Right With You,

Sister Vanessa Mitchell

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas
Home: 325-949-7543 Cell: 325-656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com
Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com

www.WallBrethrenChurch.com

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Pastor/Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary

Josh Holik Ryan Volkman Libby Lane
325-234-8667 325-213-0671 Tu-F: 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
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CASEY, RICHARD, transferred to Seaton
Brethren Church on September 9, 2018.

CASEY, SHARON, transferred to Seaton
Brethren Church on September 9, 2018.

YOUNG, JUSTIN, transferred to Seaton
Brethren Church on October 7, 2018.

YOUNG, SABARINA, transferred to Seaton
Brethren Church on October 7, 2018, bap-
tized September 16, 2018.

Minister: Rev. Denise Mikeska

VITAL STATISTICS

RECENT BAPTISMS

NEW MEMBERS

LIBHART, HADIN TUCKER, was baptized on
September 16, 2018, at 3720 Bob White
Lane, Temple. He is the son of Amy Libhart.
Minister: Rev. Denise Mikeska, Seaton Breth-
ren Church.

YOUNG, KAYLA ARIA, was baptized on
September 16, 2018, at 3720 Bob White
Lane, Temple. She is the daughter of Justin
& Sabrina Young. Minister: Rev. Denise
Mikeska, Seaton Brethren Church.

YOUNG, KELSEA ANNA, was baptized on
September 16, 2018, at 3720 Bob White
Lane, Temple. She is the daughter of Justin
& Sabrina Young. Minister: Rev. Denise
Mikeska, Seaton Brethren Church.

YOUNG, ZAYDRIANA RENEA, was baptized
on September 16, 2018, at 3720 Bob White
Lane, Temple. She is the daughter of Justin
& Sabrina Young. Minister: Rev. Denise
Mikeska, Seaton Brethren Church.

YOUNG, SABRINA NICOLE, was baptized
on September 16, 2018, at 3720 Bob White
Lane, Temple. Minister: Rev. Denise Mikeska,
Seaton Brethren Church.

FRIEDRICH, JULIA, was baptized on Sep-
tember 16, 2018, at 3720 Bob White Lane,
Temple. She is the daughter of John & Tina
Friedrich. Minister: Rev. Denise Mikeska,
Seaton Brethren Church.

RECENT DEATHS

CHARLIE LEE BETAK, Sr., born on Novem-
ber 28, 1928, passed away Wednesday,
September 19, 2018. Charlie loved his Bar-B-
Que, fishing, camping, dominos, polka
music, gambling in Louisiana, and spend-
ing time with family and friends. He is
preceded in death by parents Lee and Lucy
Betak, brothers James and Roy Betak, and
his wife of 33 years, Patsy. Charlie is survived
by wife Margie, children Charlie Jr. (Linda),
Carolyn, David, Linda Gootman (Wallace),
Doug Johle (Maricela), Ronnie O’Brien (Stacey),
Craig O’Brien (Sandy), and Angela Sweet
(Paul), numerous loving grandchildren and
great-grandchildren; Brother Edward (Sharon)
and Ray (Gloria). Funeral service was Mon-
day, September 24, 2018, at 10 a.m. at
Condra Funeral Home in Taylor, Texas.
Charlie was laid to rest at Taylor City
Cemetery in Taylor, Texas.

MARY ANN KOTRLA, age 91, of Taylor and
faithful member of the Taylor Brethren
Church, passed away peacefully on Septem-
ber 14, 2018, at the SPJST Skilled Nursing
Facility. Mary, born August 8, 1927, to Vince
and Alice Shiller Faltesek near Thrall, Texas,
where she also attended school. On May 7,
1960, Mary was united in marriage to Edwin
Kotrla at the Taylor Brethren Church and
blessed with 38 years of happiness. Prior to
her marriage Mary was a cosmetologist, and
afterwards devoted her time being a mother,
homemaker, and farmer’s wife. She be-
longed to the Christian Sisters of the church
and also was a member of SPJST Lodge 29,
Taylor. Mary was preceded in death by
husband Edwin Kotrla, her parents, brothers
Tom, Vince and Jerry Faltesek. Her survivors
are sons Larry Kotrla and Edwin Kotrla Jr.
Also surviving are brothers Ben Faltesek
(Sue), Alvin Faltesek (Sandy), and sister Alice
Bracewell, sisters-in-law Margie Faltesek, Kathy
Faltesek, Dorothy Kotrla and Evelyn Bouska,
and numerous nieces and nephews. The
funeral service was at the Taylor Brethren
Church, 710 Sloan St., Taylor, on Wednes-
day, September 19, at 11 a.m. Mary was laid
to rest at the Taylor City Cemetery.
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On Christmas Eve 1968. Astro-
nauts aboard Apollo 8 were orbiting
the moon paving the way for the first
lunar landing which would take place
later in July 1969. Aboard the com-
mand module were astronauts Jim
Lovell, Frank Borman and William
Anders. The three had been informed
by NASA some six weeks earlier that
they would be broadcasting live pic-
tures back to earth from a quarter of
a million miles away while orbiting the
moon on Christmas Eve. According to
Frank Borman, the only instructions
NASA gave them was to do some-
thing appropriate.

When the time came, the largest
television audience to date saw the
surface of the moon rotating below
the capsule. The astronauts then took
turns reading aloud from Genesis 1 in
which God spoke the heavens and the
earth into existence. This event was
later commemorated on a postage
stamp depicting a small blue earth
suspended in space with the caption
“In the beginning…”

Not long ago, representatives of
Gideons International paid us their

To the Moon and Back
- by Jim Pokorny

annual visit to discuss their ministry
of supplying Bibles. Anyone who has
ever stayed in a hotel room has likely
come across a Bible supplied by
Gideons International.

On their visit with us this year,
they shared a followup story to that
famous Christmas Eve broadcast in
1968. It seems that a member of the
Japanese press was in Houston to
cover the mission and was quite taken
by “the speech” the astronauts gave.
When he returned to his hotel room,
he telephoned NASA’s Public Affairs
department and requested a copy of
the transcript from which the astro-
nauts read. The person who took the
call asked if he was staying in a hotel.
This information confirmed, the re-
porter was directed to open the
nightstand in which he would find a
book. The reporter was informed that
what the astronauts read could be
found at the very beginning of that
book.

The reporter opened the nightstand
and found the Bible supplied by

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 – (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. – Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill

Dorothy Hinson John David Skrivanek
President Secretary

7331 Misty Morning Lane  P.O. Box 1605
Humble, TX 77346 Bellaire, TX 77402

(281) 620-0480 (832) 930-8061
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25. The boundary lines have fallen for me
in pleasant places; I have a goodly
heritage. Psalm 16:6

26. Blessed be the name of God from
age to age, for wisdom and power
are His. Daniel 2:20

27. The mighty one, God the Lord,
speaks and summons the earth from
the rising of the sun to its setting.
Psalm 50:1

28. I will bring near My deliverance swiftly,
My salvation has gone out, and My
arms will rule the people; the
coastlands wait for Me, and for My
arm they hope. Isaiah 51:5

29. So Jesus came out, wearing the
crown of thorns and the purple robe.
And Pilate said to them, “Behold the
Man!” John 19:5 (ESV)

30. Thus says the high and lofty One
Who inhabits eternity, Whose Name is
Holy: I dwell in the high and holy
place, and also with those who are
contrite and humble in spirit, to revive
the spirit of the humble, and to revive
the heart of the contrite. Isaiah 57:15

31. Why do you seek the living among
the dead? He is not here but has
risen. Luke 24:5b

OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email:  ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor
Dr. Brad Herridge

(254) 716-2578
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka

(254) 983-1002

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 482-0498

CHRISTIAN SISTERS’ UNION
OFFICERS

President: Paula Wagner, 10506
Mourning Dove Dr., Austin, TX
78750. (512) 632-6644;
paulak1121@sbcglobal.net

Vice President: Carolyn Beseda,
2515 Lazybrook Dr., Houston,
TX 77008. (281) 546-7941;
cffilipp@earthlink.net

Secretary: Anna Wotipka, 652
County Rd. 324, Caldwell, TX
77836. (979) 218-9043;
awotipka58@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Lydia Faust,
P.O. Box 125, Snook, TX 77878.
lydiavajdakfaust@gmail.com

Treasurer: Paige Hearn, 17150 FM
971, Granger, TX 76530. (512)
567-1436; usmcmom@ymail.com

Synodical Committee Liaison:
Rev. Whitney Amos, 3rd Vice
President
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Gideons International and found ex-
actly what he was looking for. Upon
returning to Japan, the reporter re-
marked about the efficiency of NASA’s
Public Affairs department as “they
had a mission transcript waiting in my
hotel room.”

I grew up along with the space
program and I smile every time I hear
that story, and I am glad when our
friends from Gideons International
share it with us. But the reading of
Genesis 1 by the crew of Apollo 8 is
not the only time American astro-
nauts performed an act of faith so far
from home.

What is less well known is that the
very first meal served on the surface
of the moon was Holy Communion.
Apollo 11 was the first mission to
land men on the moon in July 1969.
Astronauts Buzz Aldrin and Neil
Armstrong would be the first men in
history to set foot on another world.
Aldrin was not just an astronaut. He
was also an Elder at Webster Presby-
terian Church. Before heading into
space, Aldrin received permission to
take bread and wine along and give
himself Holy Communion before set-
ting foot on the lunar surface.

Aldrin would have preferred the
sacrament broadcast to the world, but
this was not to be. Atheist leader
Madalyn Murray O’Hair sued NASA

over the Christmas Eve 1968 reading
of Genesis 1. Although the suit was
dismissed by a judge, NASA was in
no hurry to become entangled in
another lawsuit.

When the time came, Aldrin com-
municated with NASA that he would
appreciate a few moments of radio
silence and for the peoples of the
world to use this opportunity to con-
template the events of the previous
hours and give thanks in their own
way.

Aldrin reached for the bread and
wine he brought with him on the
250,000-mile journey to the moon. As
he poured the wine in the one-sixth
gravity of the moon, “the wine curled
slowly and gracefully up the side of
the cup.” He then read some scripture
and ate. Afterward, Buzz Aldrin be-
came the second human being to set
foot on the surface of the moon. All
three Apollo 11 astronauts returned
safely home.

I certainly wish that more people
were aware of Aldrin’s story. Jesus
reminds us to take part in this sacra-
ment in remembrance of Him. No mat-
ter where we are or how far we may
travel we can always feel His loving
presence. Aldrin did, and this cer-
tainly adds new meaning to the con-
temporary phrase, “I love you to the
moon and back.”

To communicate with the Hus Encampment . . .
. . . regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:

Kent Laza
4913 FM 166

Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 220-1957

Kent.laza@verizon.net
*This must be done well in advance.
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DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for March 2019

By Mari-Anne Kocian Gordon and Dorothy E. Kocian

All Scripture from the Holy Bible Revised Standard Version, slightly
modified, unless otherwise indicated.

Sundays in bold

1. The Lord bless you and keep you.
Numbers 6:24

2. Be merciful to me, O God, be
merciful to me, for in You my soul
takes refuge; in the shadow of Your
wings I will take refuge, until the
destroying storms pass by.
Psalm 57:1

3. I was ready to be sought out by
those who did not ask, to be found
by those who did not seek Me. I
said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a
nation that did not call on My
Name. Isaiah 65:1

4. “…In fact, the kingdom of God is
among you,” Jesus answered.
Luke 17:21b

5. God added to His testimony by signs
and wonders and various miracles,
and by gifts of the Holy Spirit,
distributed according to His will.
Hebrews 2:4

6. Dear children, let us love not in word
or speech, but with actions and in
truth. I John 3:18 (NIV)

7. Fear God and give Him glory, for the
hour of His judgment has come; and
worship Him Who made heaven and
earth, the sea and the springs of
water. Revelation 14:7

8. In my distress I called upon the Lord;
to my God I cried for help. From His
temple, He heard my voice.
Psalm 18:6a

9. The Lord is righteous; He loves
righteous deeds. The upright shall
behold His face. Psalm 11:7

10. Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. Hebrews 11:1

11. Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping
alert in it with thanksgiving.
Colossians 4:2

12. In Christ we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:14

13. The righteous are planted in the
house of the Lord; they flourish in
the courts of our God. In old age
they still produce fruit; they are
always green and full of sap.
Psalm 92:13-14

14. Praise the Lord! Happy are those who
fear the Lord, who greatly delight in
His commandments. Psalm 112:1

15. In Christ we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the
riches of His grace. Ephesians 1:7

16. He was cut off from the land of the
living, stricken for the transgression
of my people. Isaiah 53:8b

17. I am the Lord Who heals you.
Exodus 15:26b

18. Our citizenship is in heaven, and it is
from there that we are expecting a
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 3:20

19. So we have known and believe the
love that God has for us.
I John 4:16a

20. Having disarmed the powers and
authorities, He made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing over
them by the cross.
Colossians 2:15 (NIV)

21. Taking the five loaves and the two
fish, He looked up to heaven,
blessed and broke them, and gave
them to the disciples to set before
the crowd. And all ate and were filled.
Luke 9:16-17a

22. And now, O Lord God, you are God,
and Your words are true.
II Samuel 7:28a

23. The Lord is my strength and my
might, and He has become my
salvation; this is my God, and I will
praise Him, my father’s God, and I
will exalt Him. Exodus 15:2

24. I delight in the way of Your
decrees as much as in all riches.
Psalm 119:14
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The Fall 2018 Synodical Committee
Meeting was held Saturday, Septem-
ber 22nd at the Hus Encampment.
There were 40 in attendance: 26 vot-
ing members (14 pastors, 12 lay repre-
sentatives) and 14 others. The meet-
ing began with a devotional by Rev.
Dr. Larry Koslovsky with a reading
from Habakkuk.

There has been considerable inter-
est expressed that Unity members
have printed copies of the Catechism
made available. Motion approved to
take $2,000 out of Board of Christian
Ed fund to print 500-750 copies of the
Catechism. The catechism will not be
sold.

The recommended salary & vaca-
tion guidelines for 2019 from the Pas-
toral Relations Committee was ap-
proved. The committee recommends
that all pastors receive at least a 2%
salary increase each year. Vacation
was also addressed: Pastors with 0-5
years of service – 2 weeks paid vaca-
tion every year; 6-10 years – 3 weeks;
11 years and above – 4 weeks. It was
clarified that service is years in the
Unity, not at a congregation. For
pulpit supply – $250-$300 is recom-

Fall 2018 Synodical Meeting Report
mended for ordained pastors and $200-
$250 for lay ministers and ministerial
students. Travel expenses, including
hotel expense, are to be added to
these payments according to IRS mile-
age rates. A letter will be sent to all
congregations.

Rev. James Hejl, Chair of the Min-
isters Benefits Committee presented a
proposal from the committee: “That
those congregations currently con-
tributing $2400 will now send in $3000,
and congregations currently contrib-
uting $840.00 now pay $1,000.00 along
with an administration fee of $40 a
year ($10 a quarter). The Committee
will recommend to the convention
next year to discontinue the existing
income protection program.” There
was lots of discussion, but a motion
to pass this proposal was defeated.
At the end of the meeting, there was
more discussion on this topic. This
being a denominational program, ev-
ery congregation needs to be in it.
Since there was no decision about
increasing the amount churches pay
into the retirement program, the amount
will stay the same. The Benefits Com-

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:30 am

Pastor – Rev. Joe Emerson
P.O. Box 1295

Belton, TX 76513
(254) 931-1653

FayettevilleBrethrenChurch.org
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For more information about the Hus School Encampment go to:
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would like
to include in this listing? Please send activity information including
a contact name, phone number, and/or email address to the Brethren
Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com. Information
must be received by the first day of the month immediately preceding
the month of publication.

2019 SUMMER CAMP DATES:
(*updated camper ages)

ENCOUNTER ALPHA
Ages 7-9 years old* Ages 10-11 years old*
Camp Cost: $250 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: June 30-July 2 Camp Date: June 9-13

PIONEER DISCOVERY
Ages 12-13 years old* Ages 14-15 years old
Camp Cost: $350 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: June 16-21 Camp Date: June 23-28

CHALLENGER HUS SCHOOL
Ages 16-19 years old In-depth Leadership Program
Camp Cost: $350 Ages 16-Adult*
Camp Date: July 21-26 Cost $550**

Date: July 7-19

*Ages for these camps have changed by board review and approval.
**Camp pricing is under review by the board and may be adjusted.

Temple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren ChurchTemple Brethren Church
2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502

(254) 778-8759 tbc@hot.rr.com
TempleBrethrenChurch.org

Rev. Tim Chaplin
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. (254) 718-6094

Worship: 10:45 a.m. tpch4359@gmail.com
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mittee will meet again to come up with
a new plan to propose for 2019 to the
members at the Spring meeting.

Kent Laza, Chair of the Hus En-
campment, gave an update on the
renovation project. They have remod-
eled the kitchen, put in new appli-
ances, worked on the sewer system,
air conditioning in the main hall and
new sidewalks. The work was com-
pleted in May 2018. They have spent
$500,164.82. The balance on 9-21 was
$29,583.15. They need about $300-
$350K before they can start to finish
the remodeling of the main building.
They are having fundraising efforts.
The Board will keep the Facility Man-
ager position in place and have
changed the role of the treasurer
position slightly from what the by-
laws reflect. The imminent needs are
to construct a new pump shed and
relocate the pressure tank. Motion
approved to put the oil revenue in-
come in the Hus Camp Building Fund.

Rev. Mark Sebek presented the
Foreign Mission Board report due to
the absence of David Miller, Chair.
Plans are being made to complete the
water well project in Honduras some-
times in February. The $25K for spe-
cial projects approved for the 2018
budget will be disbursed as follows:
$5000 – short-term missions travel to
Ahaus, Honduras; $3,000 – increase
2017 salary for Phil & Eunice Raiford;
$5,000 – one-time gift to IMT Clinic –
Dr. Eunice Raiford; $8,000 – one-time
gift to Joel & Teresa Jelski (Israel);
and $4,000 – one-time gift to Pros-
thetic Promises (John Brinkley – Ocker).
A motion was approved to accept the
Foreign Missions Budget of $73K for
2019 as follows:

Robert & Annie Thiessen (South-

ern Mexico) – $20,000; Phil & Eunice
Raiford (Southern Mexico) – $15,000;
Pavel & Stania Kozak (Czech Repub-
lic) – $15,000; Joel & Teresa Jelski
(Israel) – $8,000; Prosthetic Promises
(Zambia, Africa) – $4,000; Special
Projects (would include sending some
people for short term missions, mis-
sions awareness and education) –
$10,000; Moravian Board of World
Missions – $1,000. Sebek stressed
that there are some criteria to be met
by all missionaries and to hold them
accountable to be able to receive this
money.

Martha Dove, Chair of the Home
Mission Board, presented a report.
Rev. Larry Zabcik was appointed to
fill the vacancy on the committee left
by Alton Urbanovsky. There is still
one other vacant seat left by Beverly
Mikeska. Ben Polasek is serving as
the Treasurer at Cade Lake. Rev. Kay
Polasek reported on the activities at
the Cade Lake Community Chapel
since the fire in December 2017. A
2019 Home Mission budget of $63K

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens

And so fulfill the Law of
Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID
SOCIETY

Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President
Daniel Vojtek, Vice-President
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. & Jr. Dept.

Secretary
Ruth Ann Wuensche, Treasurer
Dorothy Hinson, Board Member
Ann Sebesta, Board Member
Synodical Liaison: Kayla Marek, 2nd

Vice President
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Schedule and Details of Upcoming
Unity Activities

SAVE THE DATES...

July 11, 12, & 13, 2019 (Thursday, Friday & Saturday) - 68th
Biennial Convention of the Unity of the Brethren at Wall Brethren
Church. Begins July 11 at 9 a.m. and goes through Friday evening. If
there is any unfinished business, we will resume Saturday morning to
conclude before lunch. More information will be available soon.

July 20-21, 2019 – Youth
Convention and Volleyball
Tournament at the Hus
Encampment.

March 16-17, 2019 – BYF Spring Retreat at the Hus Encampment.
Find information on www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.org.

March 30, 2019 – Spring Synodical Committee meeting at the
Hus Encampment. 8 a.m.:  Kolaches & Coffee; 9 a.m.: Meeting begins.
Everyone is welcome to attend. For more information, contact Dr.
Larry Koslovsky, lwkoslo@aol.com.

April 6, 2019 – “Hey! Day” for College Students and Young
Adults at the Hus Encampment.

Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping Neighbors
Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged Funerals

• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

Bellville Sealy Wallis
865-3121 885-3535 478-6311

The Community Christian Church
of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road
Rosenberg, TX 77471

(832) 449-3358

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Eve. 5:30 PM

Prayer Service and Bible Study

Unity Archivist
Clint Machann

c-machann@tamu.edu
979-696-1360 or 979-845-4898
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was approved. Rev. Sebek reported
on the progress of the new building
they are trying to put out there.

After the lunch break, the second
session began with 26 in attendance.
A motion was approved to renew the
1-year license of Pastor Lisa Johnson
to Westheimer. This license was first
approved in April 2017. A motion was
approved to renew the 1-year license
of Pastor Ben Kruse to Community
Christian Church of Rosenberg. This
license was first approved in October
2015.

The 68th Biennial Unity of the
Brethren Convention will be held at
Wall Brethren Church on July 11-13.
We plan to start at 9 a.m. on July 11th,
Thursday, end on Friday evening,
and drive back on Saturday. If we do
not finish on Friday evening, we will
finish on Saturday morning. There
will be a reception at one of the hotels
on Wednesday evening, July 10th.
The default rate for mileage will be
$0.25 a mile. Motion was approved to

have the executive committee serve
as the nominating committee.

Final approval was given on the
Technology Grant application for Unity
churches. The addition of “particu-
larly in the form of outreach minis-
tries” was added to the application.

Officer reports were presented by
Financial Secretary, Rev. Joe Emerson;
Treasurer, Lynette Urbanovsky; 3rd
VP, Rev. Whitney Amos; 2nd VP,
Kayla Marek; 1st VP, Rev. Mark Sebek;
and President, Rev. Larry Koslovsky.
Rev. Koslovsky attended the North-
ern Province Synod held in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, on June 21-15, 2018.
They attend ours and we attend theirs.
Bro. Larry was put on the Mission
Committee. The Moravian’s approved
a relationship of full communion with
the United Methodist Church (UMC).
The full communion agreement, which
was initially approved by the UMC at
their General Conference in Portland,
Oregon, in May 2016, recognizes each

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203
Sunday School

9:30 AM
Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays

10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:30 AM

Come as you are . . .

Church email: lifeatcbc@gmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@gmail.com

(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org Friend us on Facebook!
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Three Ways to Give
Online by credit card, Recurring Monthly
Pledge, or One-Time Gift

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

Telephone #_________________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________________________

Donation Amount: _________________________ [ ] Recurring Monthly Pledge

[ ] One Time Gift

If recurring monthly pledge, please provide: Bank Routing #

______________________________________________________

Financial Institution Name:

_____________________________________________________________________

Account # ___________________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________________

[ ] The Hus Encampment may list my name and donation amount in

written materials when giving thanks to donors.

In memory/honor (circle one) of:

_____________________________________________________________________

Please provide address for acknowledgment:

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law. Please make checks payable
to: “Hus Encampment Building Fund”

Mail to:
Todd Corporon, Hus Board Treasurer

5350 CR 124
Georgetown, TX 78626

For credit card donations, go online to huscamp.org and click Donate.
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other’s ministries, and encourages
witness and mission work together.
Pastors can also serve each other’s
congregations. Rev. Jimmy Hejl at-
tended the 2018 Southern Province
Synod in Black Mountain, North Caro-
lina, held on April 19-22. The theme
was “Living the Essentials with Cour-
age for the Future.” The South also
approved full communion with the
United Methodist church. They also
elected 2 bishops. Bro. Larry reported
on the Christian Sisters Union prob-
lem they had with some of their ac-
counts. The situation has been
resolved.

There was more discussion on the
Ministers retirement program and what
to contribute to pastors that were
previously not eligible for the retire-
ment program, but due to a change in
the rules, are now eligible. Money will
be transferred to their accounts set
up at Austin Capital, which is a quali-
fied retirement plan. The committee is
still in the process of determining
what each pastor will receive for their
past service to churches. We do not
have the funds to give pastors $2400
a year for their service (motion passed
from 10-22-16). The program was never
designed for part-time/bi-vocational
pastors. In 1978 when the program
started, all the pastors were full time.
A motion was approved to pay by the
end of 2018 what each pastor who has
not been paid retirement the amount
that the congregation where they
served put into the program.

The Spring Synodical Committee
meeting was set for March 30, 2019.
The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.
The closing prayer was given by Rev.
Larry Koslovsky.

Respectfully submitted, Liz Ripple,
Administrative Assistant.

Due to the absence of Unity Secre-
tary, Angie Hairrell, 2015-2019.

BYF LEADERSHIP TEAM
2017-2018

Youth:
Allyson Cocker
allycocke@yahoo.com
Jordan Eilers
eilers.js@gmail.com
Kelton Hooker
Keltonhooker@yahoo.com
Grace Jungmann
grace.jungmann99@gmail.com
Taylor Krcha
krcha1998@gmail.com
Philip McSorley
Mcsorley.philip@gmail.com
Colton Machu
coltonmachu@icloud.com
Reed Olsen
Rolsen1776@gmail.com
Montgomery Raesz
mogom16@gmail.com
Madalynn Woelfel
madwoefel@gmail.com

Adults:
Taylor Brinkley
taylordbrnkley@yahoo.com
Kari Raesz
kari.raesz@dps.texas.gov
Tammie Reithmayer,
triethmayer1972@gmail.com
Anna Wotipka
awotipka58@yahoo.com

Pastor:
Rev. Whitney Amos
chatney@aol.com

Unity Youth Coordinator:
Jennifer Chervenka,
jennchervenka@farm-market.net

ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service –

A Payne Family Tradition”
West, Texas
254/826-5321
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Giving Update as of January 31, 2019Giving Update as of January 31, 2019Giving Update as of January 31, 2019Giving Update as of January 31, 2019Giving Update as of January 31, 2019

Call us if you have questions
about naming your church
or a Unity of the Brethren
agency as a beneficiary

in an existing or new
SPJST insurance certificate.

SPJST
520 NorthMain Street
Temple, Texas 76501

(800) 727-7578
www.spjst.org

Membership
Benefits

• Life Insurance
• Annuities
• Family Activities
• Community Involvement
• Youth Activities and Camp
• Scholarships
• Vestnik weekly newspaper

Insuring & Enriching Lives

A fraternal benefit society
serving Texans

and their families
since 1897.
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Caldwell Brethren Church Members
Spread God’s Valentine Love

Thank You, Jesus, for the JOY of reaching out at the local cancer
center! What an honor to deliver Valentine appreciation gifts to those
who give so much. Amen
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– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –
Hus Camp Building Fund

Make your tax deductible donation any way you like . . .

On Line - huscamp.org (click on the donate label for credit card info)

Bank Draft - for a recurring monthly bank draft, email James
Marek, james@cnbt.com, or call 512-352-6165.

By Mail - make checks payable to Hus Camp Buliding Fund and
maile to Todd Corporon, 5350 CR124, Georgetown, TX 78626

– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –

Special Events/Fundraising    Social Media    Church Presen-
tations     Work Days      Publicity

Get involved by volunteering to serve on a Hus Camp Committee
Simply Email or call us to find out more about working on behalf of

the Hus Camp with one of these groups.
James Marek:  james@cnbt.com (or) 512-352-6165
Rick Weise: weise.rick@aol.com (or) 325-656-2620

– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –

Become a Hus Camp prayer warrior by signing up to be on our
prayer team. Whenever prayers are needed at the camp, you will

be notified by email about the prayer request.

To join the team, simply email your contact information
 (Name, Mailing Address, Email Address & Phone Number) to:

husprayer@gmail.com

Glenda Laza Moreland & Kathy Simcik Harris

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com
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FUTURE PHASES - Phases C, D, E
 (Conceptual Designs Complete)

New Dorm/Housing Construction
Addition of a new multi-purpose, ADA compliant housing facility for

approximately 200 guests.

Outdoor Gym/Pavilion Common Space
Multi-purpose common space located between the proposed new

housing structures.

Parking & Walkways
Designated parking and accessible walkways throughout the campus

to maximize space and ensure safety.

Repurposing of Old Boys’ Dorm
Utilization of the existing Boys’ Dorm as a recreation/craft area.

How Can I Help?How Can I Help?How Can I Help?How Can I Help?How Can I Help?

– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –

Show your support and receive current information about what’s
going on at the Hus Camp. Seimply email your contact information

(Name, Mailing Address, Email Address & Phone Number) to:
Suzie Dusek at sdusek5@gmail.com

SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 FM 2155/P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone –  (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday School – 9:00 AM; Worship – 10:15 AM
Bible Study – Each Tuesday, 9:00-10:00 AM

Pastor Board of Elders President Youth Directors
Rev. Joseph Polasek Yvonne Kovar Randall & Jonna See

P.O. Box 54 P.O. Box 66 P.O. Box 345
Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878

(979) 272-1624 (979) 219-0375 (979) 272-8179
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This month our science experiment helps us to
think about the amazing power of God. Nature is
full of examples where we can see God’s power –
wind, thunderstorm, waves in the ocean. The same
God that creates the storm also calms the waves.
He is also there for each of us every day. He is our
strong fortress and makes our paths perfect.
(2 Samuel 22:33)

For since the creation of the world God’s
invisible qualities – His eternal power

and divine nature – have been clearly seen,
being understood from what has been made,

so that people are without excuse.

Romans 1:20 (NIV)

Sunday School Helper
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Hus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your Help
Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?

– The Need –– The Need –– The Need –– The Need –– The Need –
Due to continued growth and demand for summer youth camps, and
a desire to make the Hus Encampment more accessible for groups
of all ages, our current facilities are in need of renovation or

replacement to accommodate the needs of our mission.

– The Solution –– The Solution –– The Solution –– The Solution –– The Solution –

ALPHA - Phase A (Complete)

Kitchen Renovation/Expansion

Waste Water Treatment System
These projects were funded and completed in June 2018

DREAM BIG - Phase B (Current Phase)

Main Building/Dining Hall Renovation
Renovation of the Entire Main Building to Include the Addition of

Restrooms
Cost & Status:  Final design and fundraising are in progress for this

$380,000 renovation
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Explosive Power

The Bible:
For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – His
eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so that people are without
excuse. Romans 1:20 (NIV)

Supplies per child or group:
Red modeling clay, one 15×15-inch piece of cardboard, aluminum
foil, one 20-ounce plastic bottle, baking soda, dishwashing liquid,
water, red food coloring, bowls, a funnel, and white vinegar.

The Experiment:
Say: Let’s find out what kind of power is possible with this
experiment! Cover one side of the cardboard with aluminum foil.
Place the plastic bottle in the center of the cardboard, then form a
volcano with clay around the bottle.

In a bowl, combine 2 tablespoons of baking soda, 1 cup of water, 5
drops of dishwashing liquid, and 3 drops of red food coloring. Use a
funnel to pour the mixture into the bottle. Have kids develop a
hypothesis about what will happen in this experiment. Then pour 1
cup of white vinegar into the bottle, and stand back!

Scientific Facts:
The red “lava” that spews from your volcano is the chemical
reaction between the baking soda and vinegar. Mixing the two
ingredients produces carbon dioxide, the same gas that bubbles in a
real volcano.

Talk:
Have children describe what they know about volcanoes. Read the
Scripture, then ask: How are those powerful forces like or unlike
God? How do you think nature’s power compares with God’s power?
In what ways do you experience God’s power in your life? What
surprised you about this experiment? When has God’s power
surprised you?
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Our Strength v. God’s Strength

The Bible:
No one is like you, O Lord: You are great, and Your name is mighty
in power. Jeremiah 10:6 (NIV)

Supplies per child:
None.

The Experiment:
Ask:  How powerful is God? How powerful are you? What is the
most powerful thing they each can do? Who is the strongest or most
powerful here? Determine this by performing the activities below.
• Thumb wrestling or Arm wrestling
• The pushover – Form pairs. Partners stand, face each other, and
place the palms of their hands together. Children must try to push the
other person off balance without moving their feet. Whoever moves
a foot is out and must sit out. Repeat this process by having the
winning children find partners and play again until the most
powerful is determined.

Talk:
The Bible tells us a lot about who God is. From the Bible we know
that God is All-Powerful, All-Knowing, Ever-Present, Unchanging, and
Faithful. God is Omnipotent, which means He is All-Powerful. 2.
Read Psalm 147:5, 2 Chronicles 20:6, Jeremiah 10:6, Psalm 77:14,
Jeremiah 51:15-16 and I Corinthians 6:14. Discuss what we learn
about God’s power from each verse. Follow up with some of the
following questions (depending on the age of the children):
How does your strength and power compare to God’s strength and
power? Does our powerful God push us around? How does God use
His power? What can God do that you can’t? Is there anyone more
powerful than God? How would you like to have the strongest, most
powerful person in the world for your friend? Would you be afraid of
anything if they were with you? What are some powerful things you
can think of in the world? (A waterfall, an engine on a spacecraft,
lightning, etc.) Is God more powerful than all these things? If God
has power to perform miracles, create everything, and raise Jesus
from the dead, can He take care of you in every situation?
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