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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover).  These donations are tax deductible.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Brethren Journal, 1103 Harrisonburg Ln., College Station, TX 77845.



2/July-August 2019 BRETHREN JOURNAL

Visit the
Unity of the Brethren

Website:
unityofthebrethren.org

THE BRETHREN JOURNAL

EDITOR –
Cathleen Schlechte

3635 CR 225, Caldwell, TX  77836
979-255-8266
editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com

BUSINESS MANAGER –
Ben Polasek

1103 Harrisonburg Ln., College Station,
TX 77845; 979-220-9270
manager.brethrenjournal@gmail.com

BUSINESS COMMITTEE –
President: Kayla Marek
Treasurer: Dorothy Milberger, 312 N. Lantana

Cr., Sealy, TX 77474; mildw@sbcglobal.net;
979-885-7129 (h), 979-472-5091 (c)

Secretary: Stacy Hooker

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS –
Daily Morsels: Dorothy Kocian,

107 S. Barbara, Waco, TX  76705-1317.
Sunday School Helper: Angie Hairrell,

11482 FM 2155, Somerville, TX 77879;
Hairrell@gmail.com

Jim Pokorny, jwppsa@yahoo.com;
blog: otherbrotherjim.blogspot.com

RATE – $15.00 per year via hard copy and/
or email; $7.50 after June 1st
(All subscriptions expire December 31st)
FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS, RENEWALS, AND GIFT
SUBSCRIPTIONS, Hard Copy & E-Mail, write
The Brethren Journal Business Manager (see
addresses above.

FOR ADDRESS CHANGES – Include ad-
dress label from your most recent issue and
write to: The Brethren Journal Business
Manager, 705 Woodson Dr., Caldwell, TX 77836,
or email manager.brethrenjournal@gmail.com.

FOR ADVERTISING –
Rates (per column inch per year)

Commercial coverage – $50.00
Religious coverage – $50.00

Write:
The Brethren Journal Business Manager

FOR ARTICLE AND REPORT
SUBMISSION – DEADLINE is the first day
of the month preceding publication.
Write: The Brethren Journal Editor, 3635 CR
225, Caldwell, TX 77836, or email:
editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com.

Permit #064220
THE BRETHREN JOURNAL (ISSN 0006-9655)
is published monthly except for January and
July, which are bimonthly, at $15.00 per year
by The Unity of the Brethren through SuzAnne
Kurten dba Your Business Center, 1050 S.
Hwy. 95, Taylor, TX 76574, 512-921-1068,
periodical postage paid at Taylor, TX. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to The Breth-
ren Journal, Attn: Business Manager, 705
Woodson Dr., Caldwell, TX 77836.

The Synodical Committee approved
an application for a Matching Tech-
nology Grant for all Unity churches.
Churches may apply for a matching
grant up to $1000. This is to assist
churches who are seeking to enhance
their worship experience through the
use of technology and A/V equipment.
The deadline to apply for a grant is
December 31, 2020. The application
can be found on the Unity website at
UnityoftheBrethren.org, Contact Us –
click on Forms. If you need one mailed
to you, please contact the Unity Sec-
retary, Angie Hairrell. If you have any
questions, please contact a member
of the Executive Committee.

Matching Technology
Grant Program

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens

And so fulfill the Law of
Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)
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As you are reading this issue of
the Brethren Journal, the Synodical
Committee along with delegates will
be meeting together for the 68th Bien-
nial Convention of the Unity of the
Brethren at the Wall Brethren Church,
Wall, Texas, on July 11-12. The con-
vention has the ability to set the tone
of the denomination’s ministry and
mission for the next two years.

This article addresses the primary
need of prayer for the convention, a
couple of observations in anticipa-
tion of the convention, and some
questions to consider.

Praying for the 68th Biennial
Convention of the Unity of the
Brethren

The following is a prayer I am
inviting you to pray before, during,
and after the convention as we tran-
sition into the next two years of
ministry and mission, collectively and
individually, as a denomination, con-
gregations, and disciples. This prayer
comes from a devotional that James
Marek of the Taylor congregation
passed on to me recently, based on
Colossians 1:9-12.

FROM THE PRESIDENT . . .  Dr. Larry Koslovsky

For this reason, since the day we
heard about The Unity of the Breth-
ren, we have not stopped praying for
The Unity of the Brethren and asking
God to fill The Unity of the Brethren
with the knowledge of His will through
all spiritual wisdom and understanding.

And we pray this in order that The
Unity of the Brethren may live a life
worthy of the Lord and may please
him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God, being strength-
ened with all power according to His
glorious might so that The Unity of
the Brethren may have great endur-
ance and patience, and joyfully giv-
ing thanks to the Father, who has
qualified The Unity of the Brethren to
share in the inheritance of the saints
in the kingdom of light.

In addition, I am requesting that
you pray for the following...

...a focus on what the Lord desires
(of the Unity of the Brethren). (In
other words, God’s agenda for us.)

...a spirit of love and unity. (Living
up to our motto and living it out.)

TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
512-352-6423

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor Board President Secretary

James D. Hejl Bryan Holubec Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-922-5470 M-Th 8 a.m.-noon
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HOME MISSIONS BOARD
Martha Dove, chair; 979-249-5591;

Walhalla71@gmail.com
Rev. Linda Chandler (2017); L77c@aol.com
Beth Dusek; bethbrenham@gmail.com
Marvin Chlapek; mjcarc@airplexus.com
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Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
230 SW Sandy Way
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986
pbrmissions@gmail.com

Rob and Anne Thiessen
25 E. Camino Nacional
Tlalixtac de Cabrera
Oaxaca, MEXICO 68627
(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
e-mail: rvthiessen@gmail.com

Carolyn Groseclose
NDO
PO Box 630260
Choma, Zambia
e-mail: carolyngroseclose@yahoo.com

Joel & Teresa Jelski
Mazkeret Moshe

19
Jerusalem 9431619
Israel

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE
President: Rev. Larry Koslovsky, (713) 594-4518
1st Vice President: Rev. Mark Sebek,

(254) 931-2000, papasebek@gmx.com
2nd Vice President: Kayla Marek, 2703 Kelly
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kmarek2012@gmail.com

3rd Vice President: Rev. Whitney Amos,
(254) 742-2629, chatney@aol.com

Secretary: Angie Hairrell, 11482 FM 2155,
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lurbanovsky@gmail.com
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1295, Belton, TX 76513, (254) 931-1653;
joe.emerson_ma@yahoo.com

Administrative Assistant: Liz Ripple, 311 W.
State Hwy. 71, Fayetteville, TX 78940;
(979) 378-2239, lizripple@hotmail.com

Ministerial Alternate: Rev. Tim Chaplin
Pastor to Pastors: Rev. James D. Hejl,

(512) 365-6890
Non-Voting Lay Alternate: Wiley Marx (Ocker),

boernemarx@yahoo.com
Lay Members:
Austin: Darrel Kolinek, dkolinek@yahoo.com
BCS: Valerie Sebek, valsebek@gmail.com
Buckholts: Charlene Vogelsang,

cakv@hotmail.com
Caldwell: Lynette Urbanovsky (Treasurer); Martha

Huffman, mar thahuffman@gmail.com
Crosby: Debbie Clark, foxfire890@aol.com
Dime Box: Rober ta Brinkman,

superblues123@gmail.com
Fayetteville: Sandra Stepan,

sandrainaustin@yahoo.com
Good Shepherd: Beltran Perez,

beltranperez65@gmail.com
Granger: Vacant
Houston: Dorothy Hinson, (281) 620-0480
Industry: Joan Coufal, joanie9695@gmail.com
Nelsonville: Jenell Zettel, (979) 203-8390
New Tabor: Robert Schlechte,

rschlechte@hotmail.com
Ocker: Taylor Brinkley, taylordbrinkley@yahoo.com
Pasadena: Linda Planka, mslindaj47@yahoo.com
Rosenberg: Genevieve Elliott-Bowman,

gm_elliott@yahoo.com
Seaton: Leonard Mikeska, mikeskains@hot.rr.com
Snook: Yvonne Kovar, ykovar@outlook.com
Taylor: Kayla Marek (2nd VP); Sid Srnensky,

sid@brushcreekfarms.com
Temple: Deborah Schiller,

dschiller1123@gmail.com
Wall: Paul Beatty, pbeatty@gmail.com
Wesley: Mark Surovik
West: Roy Janek, grandpajanek@att.net
Westheimer: Leroy Par thum,

betty_par thum@yahoo.com



4/July-August 2019 BRETHREN JOURNAL

...openness to the leading of the
Holy Spirit and the willingness to
follow the Spirit’s lead. (We can pray,
but if our hearts are not open to
change and new direction to meet the
challenges of our day guided by the
Spirit, then it is more about seeking
our own agenda(s) and less about the
Lord’s.)

...wisdom and discernment through-
out the dialogue and decision-making
process. (Listening to the voice of the
Head of the Church, Jesus.)

This prayer and these prayer re-
quests may also be tailored to con-
gregations, especially as we enter the
fall and consider ministry for 2020
through congregational meetings

Recent Observations
Currently the denomination is com-

prised of 24 congregations with 1,724
members and one mission (Cade Lake).
The majority of our congregations, 16
in number are under 50 members; 10
of these congregations are under 30
members. Increasingly these congre-
gations are challenged by finances,
maintaining facilities, venturing into
new ministries, and leadership.

1,052 members (61%) are in the 6
largest congregations with member-
ships of 100 or more; 4 congregations
have membership over 150 and ac-
count for 845 members or 49% of the
denomination. These congregations
likewise have their unique challenges
of staffing for growth and expanding
ministries.

Conversation Starters
How can we best use our assets to

honor the Lord and carry out ministry?
Locations and facilities, pastoral and
lay leadership, finances at our dis-
posal, effective ministries.

What may be keeping us from
fulfilling the dream God has for us?
Limited thinking; habits and customs;
attachments to facilities, traditions,
bank accounts and organizations;
misguided priorities

How might we work together ex-
tending the Body of Christ through
the Unity of the Brethren as followers
of Jesus and disciples of Christ?

Setting aside some habitual thinking
In order to be open to what the

Lord is saying to us and the direction
that the Holy Spirit is leading us
means we may need to let go of some
thought patterns that may limit what
the Lord desires to do through us. It
is not uncommon at meetings to hear
in a variety of ways the following:

This is the way we have usually
done it.

This is not something we have
ever tried or done before.

What do the by-laws say?

Thoughts and words impact our
actions and direction. The above can
quickly squelch the Spirit and move-
ment of God in both the denomination
and congregations. We will try to use
these phrases as little as possible at
the 68th Convention.

The Community Christian Church
of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road
Rosenberg, TX 77471

(832) 449-3358

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Eve. 5:30 PM

Prayer Service and Bible Study
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New Tabor – Sunday School at 9 AM &
Worship at 10 AM every Sunday, “Tune
Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. Da ve Johnson

Ocker – Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School at 9 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Community Christian Church of Rosenberg –
Sunday: Adult Bible Study and Sunday

School for children at 9 AM; worship at
10:30 AM.

Wednesday: 5:30 PM Dinner; 6:30 PM
Bible Study.

– Pastor Ben Kruse

Seaton –
Sunday, 9:15 AM – Prayer Gathering;

9:30 AM – Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM – Worship Celebration Service.

Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kid’s and Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Denise Mikeska

Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;
Worship – 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School 9 AM every Sunday with
free breakfast every 5th Sunday at 8:30
AM.; Friends Fellowship (seniors) 4th
Tuesday (except Nov. & Dec.) at 2 PM.

– Rev. James Hejl

Temple – Cross Church on Birdcreek –
Sunday School at 9:30 AM., Worship at
10:45 AM.

– Rev. Tim Chaplin

Vsetin – A non-official member congregation
of the Unity of the Brethren – Worship at
10 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (for all ages) at 9:30
AM; worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley – worship at 9 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School follows.

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Curtis Holland

Westheimer Community – worship at
10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Pastor Lisa Johnson

Austin – Bible Study at 10 AM
Austin – Worship at 11 AM.

– Rev. Linda Chandler

Bryan-College Station – worship at 9 AM
every Sunday.

– Rev. Mark Sebek

Buckholts – Worship at 9 AM every
Sunday except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker

Cade Lake Community Chapel (PO Box
163, Caldwell, TX 77836) – A Home
Mission Project since 10/22/11 – Sunday
School at 11 AM; Fellowship Lunch at
Noon; Worship at 1 PM.

– Rev. Kay Polasek
Co-Pastor, Rev. Jim Heckman

Caldwell – Come as you are! Sundays –
explore the Bible @ 9:30 AM (all ages);
KIDS CHOIR practices @ 10:15 AM; &
worship @ 10:30 AM! Every 1st & 3rd
Wednesday, join the fun @ Family Game
Night, 6-7:30 PM! Check out lifeatcbc.org
for spiritual resources, events, videos, &
more! Friend us on Facebook!

– Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

Crosby –  9 AM: Worship
10 AM: Faith Adventure

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Dime Box – worship at 9 AM every
Sunday.

             – Rev. Kay Polasek

Fayetteville – Sunday School at 9:30 AM,
worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Visiting Ministers

Good Shepherd Moravian – Worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger – Bible Study every Sunday at 9
AM with worship service following at
10:00 AM.

– Rev. Larry Zabcik

Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

Industry – worship at 9 AM every Sunday
with Sunday School for all ages
following.

– Visiting Ministers

Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9 AM
Nelsonville – Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
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KING SIZE QUILT RAFFLE BENEFITING
HUS ENCAMPMENT BUILDING FUND

Quilt Donated and Raffled By
Ruth Dusek, Member of Wall Brethren Church

Top made by friend of Ruth Dusek and Hand Quilted by
Ruth Dusek and Friends and Members of Wall Brethren Church

100% of proceeds go to Hus Building Fund
See more pictures of the Quilt on Wall Brethren Church Facebook page

Drawing to be held July 12, 2019
At the Unity of The Brethren Church

Convention Wall Texas
Donation: $1 per ticket

Winner need not be present to win

Make Checks payable to David P. Dusek, Treasurer, and mail to:
650 Blackwood Road, San Angelo, TX 76905

We will mail your ticket stubs back upon receipt of a check
for purchase of tickets.
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DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for August 2019

By Mari-Anne Kocian Gordon and Dorothy E. Kocian

All Scripture from the New International Version unless otherwise indicated.
Sundays in bold.

1. On that day they offered great
sacrifices, rejoicing because God had
given them great joy. Neh. 12:43a

2. Dear friends, do not be surprised at
the painful trial you are suffering, as
though something strange were
happening to you. I Pet. 4:12

3. But rejoice that you participate in the
sufferings of Christ, so that you may
be overjoyed when His glory is
revealed. I Pet. 4:13

4. For to set the mind on the flesh is
death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. Rom. 8:6 (ESV)

5. The LORD bless you and keep you.
Num. 6:24

6. The LORD make His face shine on
you and be gracious to you.
Num. 6:25

7. The LORD turn His face toward you
and give you peace. Num. 6:26

8. Just as a father has compassion on
his children, so the LORD has
compassion on those who fear Him.
Ps. 103:13 (NASB)

9. Peace I leave with you; My peace I
give you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. John 14:27a

10. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid. John 14:27b

11. The peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus. Phil. 4:7

12. Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, since as members of one
body you were called to peace.
Col. 3:15

13. Therefore since we have been justified
through faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Rom. 5:1

14. For He Himself is our peace Who has
made the two one and has destroyed
the barrier, the dividing wall of
hostility. Eph. 2:14

15. His purpose was to create in Himself
one new man out of the two, thus
making peace. Eph. 2:15b

16. Make every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit through the bond of peace.
Eph. 4:3

17. I have told you these things so that in
Me you may have peace. John 16:33a

18. May the God of peace… equip you
with everything good for doing His
will. Heb. 13:20a,21a

19. Let us therefore make every effort to
do what leads to peace and mutual
edification. Rom. 14:19

20. Wait for the LORD; be strong and
take heart and wait for the LORD.
Ps. 27:14

21. You too, be patient and stand firm,
because the Lord’s coming is near.
James 5:8

22. Those who hope in the LORD will
renew their strength. Isa. 40:31

23. Humble yourselves, therefore, under
God’s mighty hand, that He may lift
you up in due time. I Pet. 5:6

24. Warn those who are idle, encourage
the timid, help the weak, be patient
with everyone. I Thess. 5:14b

25. As an example of patience in the
face of suffering, take the prophets
who spoke in the name of the
Lord. James 5:10

26. You have heard of Job’s perseverance
and have seen what the Lord finally
brought about. James 5:11b

27. Being strengthened with all power
according to His glorious might so
that you may have great endurance
and patience. Col. 1:11

28. Love is patient, love is kind. I Cor. 13:4
29. Be still before the Lord and wait

patiently for Him. Psalm 37:7a
30. Patience is better than pride. Eccl. 7:8a
31. After waiting patiently, Abraham

received what was promised.
Heb. 6:15
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To the Synodical Committee, Del-
egates, Pastors, Members and Friends
of the Unity of the Brethren:

The Board of Elders, Pastor, and all
of Wall Brethren Church invite you to
join us for the 68th Biennial Conven-
tion of the Unity of the Brethren on
July 10-12, 2019, at the Wall Breth-
ren Church.

There will be a “Meet and Greet”
for all convention members and friends
on July 10, 2019. It will be held at the
Springhill Suites Marriott from 5:30-
6:30 p.m.  Finger foods and drinks are
provided for this informal gathering.

The Convention will begin on Thurs-
day, July 11, with a complimentary
light breakfast of kolaches, coffee,
etc., at 8:00 a.m. Convention activities
will begin at 9:00 a.m. The Convention
theme is “United in Love” with Scrip-
ture from Colossians 3:14:

“And over all these virtues put on
love, which binds them all together

Invitation from the Wall Brethren Church
to the 68th Biennial Convention

of the Unity of the Brethren, July 10-12, 2019
Ordination Service of Ryan Volkman, July 12, 2019

90th Anniversary of the Wall Brethren Church, July 13, 2019

in perfect unity.”
Housing Accommodations have

been reserved at the following San
Angelo hotels. The deadline for res-
ervations under this block is June
19, 2019. Please reserve rooms by
the deadline for Convention pricing
under Wall Brethren Church. If you
bring a Texas Hotel Occupancy Tax
Exemption Certificate from your church,
you can avoid the state tax.

Springhill Suites Marriott
 (Host Hotel)
2544 Southwest Blvd.
San Angelo, TX  76901
325-949-6900
$89.99 until June 19

Courtyard Marriott
2572  Southwest Bld.
San Angelo, TX 76901
325-703-6400
$99.00 until June 19

CROSS CHURCH ON BIRDCREEK
(Formerly Temple Brethren Church)

2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502

(254) 778-8759 tbc@hot.rr.com
TempleBrethrenChurch.org

Rev. Tim Chaplin
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. (254) 718-6094
Worship: 10:45 a.m. tpch4359@gmail.com
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DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for July 2019

By Mari-Anne Kocian Gordon and Dorothy E. Kocian

All Scripture from the New International Version unless otherwise indicated.
Sundays in bold.

1. He will rule from sea to sea and from
the River to the ends of the earth.
Ps. 72:8

2. Those who belong to Christ have
crucified the sinful nature with its
passions and desires. Gal. 5:24

3. Since we live by the Spirit, let us also
walk in the Spirit. Gal. 5:25 (NKJV)

4. Blessed is the nation whose God is
the LORD. Ps. 33:12a

5. Let us not become conceited,
provoking and envying each other.
Gal. 5:26

6. Whenever you eat this bread and
drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
I Cor. 11:26

7. And now these three remain: Faith,
hope, and love. But the greatest of
these is love. I Cor. 13:13

8. The Lord your God is with you; He is
mighty to save. Zeph. 3:17a

9. He will take great delight in you; He
will quiet you with His love.
Zeph. 3:17b

10. He will rejoice over you with singing.
Zeph. 3:17c

11. Though you have not seen Him, you
love Him. I Pet. 1:8a

12. Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God,
the LORD is one! Deut. 6:4

13. Love the LORD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength. Deut. 6:5

14. I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, may have
power, together with all the saints
to grasp how wide and long and
high and deep is the love of Christ.
Eph. 3:17b

15. (I pray you will) know this love that
surpasses knowledge, that you may
be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God. Eph. 3:19

16. “For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the LORD, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jer. 29:11

17. Then you will call upon Me and
come and pray to Me, and I will
listen to you. Jer. 29:12

18. You will seek Me and find Me when
you seek Me with all your heart.
Jer. 29:13

19. What does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and
to walk humbly with your God.
Mic. 6:8b

20. And over all these virtues put on
love, which binds them all together
in perfect unity. Col. 3:14

21. This is love, not that we loved
God, but that He first loved us and
sent His son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. I John 4:10

22. Dear friends, since God so loved us,
we also ought to love one another.
I John 4:11

23. May the Lord make your love
increase and overflow for each other
and for everyone else, just as ours
does for you. I Thess. 3:12

24. Be imitators of God, therefore, as
dearly loved children. Eph. 5:11

25. And live a life of love just as Christ
loved us and gave himself up for us
as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God. Eph. 5:2

26. Dear children, let us not love with
words or tongue but with actions
and with truth. I John 3:18

27. You will grieve, but your grief will turn
to joy. John 16:20b

28. I (Jesus) will see you again, and
you will rejoice, and no one will
take away your joy. John 16:22b

29. (You) through faith are being shielded
by God’s power until the coming of the
salvation that is ready to be revealed in
the last time. I Pet. 1:5

30. In this you greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while you may have
had to suffer grief in all kinds of
trials. I Pet. 1:6

31. In spite of severe suffering, you
welcomed the message with the joy
given by the Holy Spirit. I Thess. 1:6
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Joy is not an elusive emotion.
Rather, joy is a presence of mind and
spirit which is without question a gift
from God Himself. Throughout the
Holy Bible, we are witnesses to joy
expressed, joy promised, joy grow-
ing, and joy completed in individuals
within our spiritual heritage – espe-
cially, the JOY within Jesus Christ.
Are you in need of joy at this mo-
ment? It is as clear cut as pausing and
praying with all of your might, asking
Jesus for His joy to flow within you.
Will you stop amid your day’s tasks
and ask Jesus to transform you into a
joy-filled person? Will you do this as
often as you need to?

JOY is available 24/7!
Be encouraged! Be filled with the

joy of the Lord Jesus Christ!

2 Samuel 6:14
“David danced before the Lord with
all his might;...”

Nehemiah 8:10
“Then he said to them, ‘Go your way,
eat the fat and drink sweet wine and
send portions of them to those for

JOY:  Available 24/7
- by Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

whom nothing is prepared, for this
day is holy to our Lord; and do not
be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is
your strength.’ ”

Job 8:21
“He will yet fill your mouth with
laughter, and your lips with shouts
of joy.”

Psalm 16:11
“You show me the path of life. In your
presence there is fullness of joy; in
your right hand are pleasures forev-
ermore.”

Psalm 71:23
“My lips will shout for joy when I
sing praises to you; my soul also,
which you have rescued.”

Proverbs 12:20
“Deceit is in the mind of those who
plan evil, but those who counsel
peace have joy.”

Isaiah 55:12
“For you shall go out in joy and be
led back in peace; the mountains

Mailing Address: Church 9:00 A.M.
P.O. Box 9283 Sunday School 10:45 A.M.
College Station, TX 77842 Off: 979-693-3606

email: papasebek@gmx.com

BrBrBrBrBryyyyyan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Staaaaat ion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Church
2650 Earl Rudder Freeway South

www.unityofthebrethren.org

Rev. Mark Sebek
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Thoughts about giving…

Remembering the Unity of the Brethren or any
of its ministries is a fitting testimony of your
belief. Your gift in a will can be a legacy that
continues to affect the Christian values, mission,
and ministry that is important to you.

You can give without restrictions and let us use the funds for
the most pressing needs or you can specify how, when, or
where you want the funds used.

You can require that we hold the principle as an endowment
and use only the earnings each year.

You can give in memory or in the honor of someone.

Your gift can be contingent. The funds go to someone if they
survive you and if not, then to the Unity.

You can tell us now that you have named the Unity in your
will and allow us to express our gratitude…or you can let it
be known later.

There are many other ways to give. Contact any Board of
Grants and Bequests member about what you can give and
how you can give.

Leroy Parthum, Chair – Westheimer – 713-826-7993;
betty_parthum@yahoo.com

Eugene Haisler, Secretary – Ocker – 254-985-2316, dmheeh@msn.com
Ron Tyson, Treasurer – Houston – 281-373-4376 (home),

rdtyson1@hotmail.com
Lynette Urbanovsky, Unity Treasurer - Synodical Liaison – 4050

Pendleton Dr., Apt. 628, Bryan, TX 77802; (979) 450-1820;
lurbanovsky@gmail.com

Alan Tomasek – 512-859-2197, amtomasek@thegateway.net
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and the hills before you shall burst
into song, and all the trees of the
field shall clap their hands.”

John 15:11
“I have said these things to you so
that my joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be complete.”

Philippians 2:2
“...make my joy complete: be of the
same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one
mind.”

Hebrews 12:2
“...looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, who for the
sake of the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, disregarding
its shame, and has taken his seat at
the right hand of the throne of God.”

Will you dance with JOY today?
Will you make the conscious deci-

sion to set your grief aside and move
through your days strengthened by
Jesus’ JOY?

Will you let God’s JOY flow in you
to the point where you are bursting
with laughter?

Will you shout with JOY?
Will you choose peace over con-

flict and feel the Lord Jesus’ JOY as a
reward?

Will you gaze into nature and see
Jesus’ JOY in it?

Do you believe that Jesus makes
your JOY complete as you follow Him
at all cost?

Do you see that even in terrible
pain there is JOY in Jesus to be
grasped as He empowers you to press
on?

Joy is not an elusive emotion.
Rather, joy is a presence of mind and

spirit which is without question a gift
from God Himself. Throughout the
Holy Bible, we are witnesses to joy
expressed, joy promised, joy grow-
ing, and joy completed in individuals
within our spiritual heritage – espe-
cially, the JOY within Jesus Christ.
Are you in need of joy at this mo-
ment? It is as clear cut as pausing and
praying with all of your might, asking
Jesus for His joy to flow within you.
Will you stop amid your day’s tasks
and ask Jesus to transform you into a
joy-filled person? Will you do this as
often as you need to?

JOY is available 24/7!

Be encouraged!  Be filled with the
joy of the Lord Jesus Christ!

In Jesus’ Hands, Right With You,
Sister Vanessa Mitchell

CHRISTIAN SISTERS’ UNION
OFFICERS

President: Paula Wagner, 10506
Mourning Dove Dr., Austin, TX
78750. (512) 632-6644;
paulak1121@sbcglobal.net

Vice President: Carolyn Beseda,
2515 Lazybrook Dr., Houston,
TX 77008. (281) 546-7941;
cffilipp@earthlink.net

Secretary: Anna Wotipka, 652
County Rd. 324, Caldwell, TX
77836. (979) 218-9043;
awotipka58@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Lydia Faust,
P.O. Box 125, Snook, TX 77878.
lydiavajdakfaust@gmail.com

Treasurer: Paige Hearn, 17150 FM
971, Granger, TX 76530. (512)
567-1436; usmcmom@ymail.com

Synodical Committee Liaison:
Rev. Whitney Amos, 3rd Vice
President
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For more information about the Hus School Encampment go to:
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would like
to include in this listing? Please send activity information including
a contact name, phone number, and/or email address to the Brethren
Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com. Information
must be received by the first day of the month immediately preceding
the month of publication.

2019 SUMMER CAMP DATES:
(*updated camper ages)

ENCOUNTER CHALLENGER
Ages 7-9 years old* Ages 16-19 years old
Camp Cost: $250 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: June 30-July 2 Camp Date: July 21-26

HUS SCHOOL
In-depth Leadership Program

Ages 16-Adult*
Cost $550**

Date: July 7-19

*Ages for this camp have changed by board review and approval.
**Camp pricing is under review by the board and may be adjusted.

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203
Sunday School

9:30 AM
Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays

10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:30 AM

Come as you are . . .

Church email: lifeatcbc@gmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@gmail.com

(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org Friend us on Facebook!
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As I write this piece, Vacation
Bible School is still in the future. It
will once again be my privilege to lead
our class for adults. Months ago I
selected a movie from my personal
library made for Dutch television for
the class. It is about a man I greatly
admire who was also a part of our
collective history, John Amos
Comenius. History remembers him as
the Father of Modern Education, but
in my opinion that description alone
fails to do him justice.

Although I am familiar with the life
of Comenius and have watched the
movie many times, I have been pre-
paring for this class for many weeks.
Recently our Christian Education
Committee with the help of volun-
teers decorated our Fellowship Hall
for the children who will be attending
VBS. Having looked over the posters
there, I very easily put them in context
with the adult class. I could not help
but conclude that the choice of
Comenius was simply meant to be.

One of the posters stated: “When
life is scary… God is good!” Comenius
would have readily agreed with that.

God is Good
- by Jim Pokorny

Already considered a heretic in 1620,
he was next branded a traitor. This
forced him to go into hiding and he
had to leave his pregnant wife and
young child behind. He later learned
that his wife and both children had
died of plague. Comenius was alone,
in hiding, and life was scary. But God
was good. These circumstances in-
spired him to write the Czech classic
The Labyrinth of the World and the
Paradise of the Heart.

Another poster declared: “When
life changes… God is good!” Again,
Comenius would have agreed. After
the overwhelming defeat of Czech
Protestants, members of the ancient
Unity of the Brethren were forced to
leave their native Czech lands.
Comenius led a band of exiles to
Leszno, Poland. Throughout his re-
maining days, he tried unsuccess-
fully to secure a way for his exiled
church to return. He even travelled to
Sweden to help reform their system of
education where he was promised by
the prime minister, Axel Oxenstierna,
that the Czech people in exile would

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 – (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. – Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill

Dorothy Hinson John David Skrivanek
President Secretary

7331 Misty Morning Lane  P.O. Box 1605
Humble, TX 77346 Bellaire, TX 77402

(281) 620-0480 (832) 930-8061
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Schedule and Details of Upcoming
Unity Activities

July 11, 12, & 13, 2019 (Thursday, Friday & Saturday) - 68th
Biennial Convention of the Unity of the Brethren at Wall Brethren
Church. Begins July 11 at 9 a.m. and goes through Friday evening. If
there is any unfinished business, we will resume Saturday morning to
conclude before lunch. Rooms have been blocked off at Springhill Suites
Marriott, 2544 Southwest Blvd., San Angelo, TX, (325) 949-6900.  Block
is under Wall Brethren Church, room price $89.00.  See Invitation from
Wall Brethren in this issue.

REMINDER: All of the convention information has been sent to
ministers, synodical representatives, organizational members, committee
chairpersons, and other Unity contacts. The deadline to send back
delegate credential forms w/$400 fee per delegate and for all reports is
May 31, 2019. Please return the credential forms with fees and all
reports to the Unity Secretary, Angie Hairrell. Forms invitation, and
secretary’s letter are on the Unity Webseit – see Convention 2019.

July 12, 2019 – Hus Building Fund Quilt Raffle Drawing at the
Unity of the Brethren Church. Tickets available for purchase. See more
information in this issue.

July 20-21, 2019 – Youth Convention and Volleyball Tournament
at the Hus Encampment.

SAVE THE DATES...

September 28, 2019 – Fall Synodical Committee Meeting at the
Hus Encampment. 8 a.m. Kolaches & Coffee; 9 a.m. Meeting begins.
Referendum results and installation of officers for 2019-2021. Everyone
is welcome to attend. For more information, contact Dr. Larry
Koslovsky, lwkoslo@aol.com.

ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service –

A Payne Family Tradition”
West, Texas
254/826-5321

MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS BOARD
(2017-2019)

Rev. James D. Hejl
(Pastor to the Pastors)

Rev. Mark Sebek
Rev. Whitney Amos
Rev. Joe Emerson
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not be forgotten. Yet when peace
returned, no provision was made for
them in the Treaty of Westphalia in
1648 at the end of the Thirty Years
War.

Still another poster proclaimed:
“When life is sad… God is good!”
Comenius was no stranger to sad-
ness. Constant travelling took its toll
on his second wife, who died in 1648
shortly after they returned to Leszno,
Poland. Later, the Swedes invaded
Poland and for a time appeared to
have victory within reach. The Poles
rallied and drove out the Swedish
invaders. Afterward, the Poles tar-
geted anyone in their country with
ties to Sweden. This included
Comenius, the Brethren, and the town
of Leszno. The Brethren had to leave
Leszno in a hurry. This included
Comenius and his family. Comenius
had many manuscripts that were ready
to be published. These were hastily
buried beneath the floorboards just
before they departed. When it was
safe to do so, the son of Comenius
returned to Leszno to retrieve them.
He returned with a mere fraction of his
father’s work. Comenius learned that
the house, the library and virtually all
Leszno were consumed in fire. He was
devastated to learn the fire burned

through the floorboards and years of
his work went up in flames.

Still another poster said: “When
life is unfair… God is good!” As
stated earlier, I think Comenius is a
man whom history often overlooks.
This is more than a bit unfair when
you think about it.  How many of us
easily complain our lives are unfair
when we go through far less in
comparison?

But as each poster pointed out:
“God is good!” Despite every set-
back, Comenius understood that God
is good! It was that understanding
coupled with his personal relation-
ship with Jesus that kept him going.
Comenius was a man of God who
spent 46 of his 78 years in exile.
Neither he nor his fellow exiles ever
returned to their native Czech land.
Comenius lived out his final years in
Holland where he is buried. Despite
each adversity he remained produc-
tive, publishing a total of 154 books in
his lifetime.

As I enter final preparation for the
adult class, I can honestly say that I
feel the selection of Comenius was
meant to be. I can also state with
confidence that Comenius would ap-
prove of an adult class, as he felt
education should be a lifelong process.

To communicate with the Hus Encampment . . .
. . . regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:

Kent Laza
4913 FM 166

Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 220-1957

Kent.laza@verizon.net

*This must be done well in advance.
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3. Salt is a basic human taste. What are some salty foods?

4. Salt has been used for thousands of years to preserve meat.

5. Early civilizations started around salt mines.

6. Rock salt was often used to make coins or to trade as money.

7. Roman soldiers were paid with salt.

8. Wars were fought over salt.

9. Salt is used to de-ice highways, make paper, plastic, and
rubber. It is used to make soap and in farming.

Back to the experiment. Gently pull up on the string. It should
feel like its holding the ice and the ice cube should lift up. If not,
add more salt and wait a few more minutes. Explanation: When
you place the ice cube in the water, two things happen – the
ice starts to melt and the water cools down. God created water
for both of these to happen at 32 degrees F. When you put salt
on the ice, the balance of melting and freezing is changed; the
speed of melting became faster than the speed of freezing. The
ice above the water’s surface melted and then refroze around
the string.

Experiment 2:
Put a pinch of salt on the middle of the ice cube. Wait for 10
minutes. After 10 minutes, the salty middle of the ice cube
should be water. The outside should still be frozen. Use the
eyedropper to remove the water and see how deeply the center
as melted.

Discussion:
Jesus told his followers to be salt – to have an incredible impact
on the world (Matthew 5:13). Paul said our conversations should
be full of grace, as if seasoned with salt (Colossians 4:6). The
words we say are to be filled with Gods love and have a strong
impact for good. God wants to use each of us to impact the
world with the good news of Jesus Christ.

BRETHREN JOURNAL July-August 201927
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A special thanks to the Unity of
the Brethren and friends for their
generous support over the years.
Because of YOU we have supported
many mission efforts and missionar-
ies around the world, helping to fulfill
the Biblical mandate to “go out into
all the world.”

Current Missionaries:
Robert and Anne Thiessen,

Southern Mexico. Witnessing and
Discipleship of individuals and
teams in Mexico and around the
world.

Phil and Eunice Raiford,
Southern Mexico. Discipleship and
Church planting among the Juquila
Mixes People.

Pavel and Stania Kozak, Czech
Republic. Evangelizing and Disciple-
ship to the Czech-Republic.

Joel and Teresa Jelski, Israel.
Evangelizing and Discipleship to
Jews and Arabs in Israel.

Carolyn Groseclose, Zambia,
Africa

Prosthetic Promises, John
Brinkley, Zambia, Africa.

Board of Foreign Missions Report
- by David Miller

Relationship with the Moravian
Church

The Unity of the Brethren has had
a longstanding relationship with the
Moravian Church and active through
the Board of World Missions. We
have shared many projects together,
most notably the hospital in Auas,
Honduras. We also have also shared
stateside missions efforts through
Moravian Disaster Response (MDR)
in Texas and North Carolina. Other
projects pending. If you or any per-
son you know is interested in mis-
sions work or short-term missions or
want to help in disaster relief please
let me or one of you Foreign Mission
Board members know, there is always
something going on somewhere!!!

Your Foreign Mission Board
Chairman
David Miller (2015), Wall Brethren
Church / Cell 325-245-5616

Unity Representatives
Arnold Cuba (2015) Taylor

Brethren Church

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:30 am

For the schedule of visiting
ministers, please visit the

church website.

FayettevilleBrethrenChurch.org
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SLIP & GRIP

Materials:
Experiment 1: Very cold water, ice cube (not half-moon shape),
string, salt.

Experiment 2: Ice cube (not half-moon shape), small container,
salt, magnifying glass, eyedropper.

Introduction:
Where is salt found? (oceans, seas). The ocean is a never-ending
source of salt. Salt is also found in rocks and in the soil. We can
also find large deposits of salt trapped between rocks under-
ground. We mine that salt for all kinds of things. Salt is also
found in soils where lakes have filled and evaporated many times
over the years, leaving the salt behind. Animals will actually look
for areas where salt is at the surface and lick it. This is called a
salt lick.

Experiment 1: Ice Challenge
Place the ice cube in the glass of very cold water. Challenge
students to remove the ice cube from the glass of water without
getting their hands wet or letting it touch the side of the glass.
Let them try for 1-2 minutes. Tell them you are now going to
see the incredible power of salt. Dip one end of the string in the
water. Lay that end over the ice cube. Hang the other end over
the edge of the glass. Sprinkle salt on the ice cube. Let stand for
2 minutes. While you wait, talk about salt.

1. God created animals and humans to need salt to live. It
helps nerves and muscles work correctly. Do 10 jumping
jacks to remind yourself that salt is helping your muscles
and nerves work.

2. Salt helps keep a balance of water in our bodies.

3. Salt can be used like medicine to treat sore throats and
sinus infections.
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John Brinkley (2011) Ocker
Brethren Church

Reesa Ueckert (2015)
Daniel Vojtek (2018) Bryan/

Collage Station Brethren Church
Paula Wagner (2015) Taylor

Brethren Church
Erin Brinkley (2015) Ocker

Brethren Church

Synodical Committee Liaison
Rev. Mark Sebek

Advisors - Rev. Lawrence & Barbara
Junek

2019 Foreign Mission Budget
Robert and Anne Thiessen –
Southern Mexico $20,000.00
Phil and Eunice Raiford –
Southern Mexico $15,000.00
Pavel and Stania Kozak –
Czech Republic $15,000.00
Joel and Teresa Jelski –
Israel $ 8,000.00
Prosthetic Promises –
Zambia, Africa $ 4,000.00
 Special Projects** $10,000.00
Moravian Board of
World Missions $_1,000.00

$73,000.00

**Special projects to include –
mission projects, short term missions,
missions awareness/education includ-
ing but not limited to –

1. $1,400 freight to Africa, Carolyn
Groseclose.

2. Travel for missionaries to con-
vention (approximately $5,000).

3. $1,500 to Board of World Mis-
sions/MDR (hurricane relief North
Carolina).

There was a lot of concern about
helping with the current tornadoes
and flooding. It may seem like we are
behind the times, but we are not.
Whenever there is a big disaster, first
responders are the only ones allowed
into the area. Then people deal with
insurance. Inevitably people fall
through the cracks, they may be un-
der-insured (low income), their houses
may have other problems outside in-
surance coverage like outdated plumb-
ing, electrical, no telling what, that’s
life, and that is where the church
shines. When there is no one left to
help, we can help with support, labor,
and materials. So, it may seem late or
after the fact, but we usually start our
work six months to a year later. Saying
all that, I am in touch with MDR
(Moravian Disaster Response) and
they are studying where the need is
and where we can be most effective.
I’ll let you know.

Unity Archivist
Clint Machann

c-machann@tamu.edu
979-696-1360 or 979-845-4898

Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping Neighbors
Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged Funerals

• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

Bellville Sealy Wallis
865-3121 885-3535 478-6311
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In the heat of summer, these activities will
give children the opportunity to play with
some cool ice! The Bible has had an
incredible impact on science, inventions, art,
music, and history. God also created other
things that have an incredible impact. One of
those is salt.

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt
loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty

again? It is no longer good for anything, except to
be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

Matthew 5:13

Sunday School Helper
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Alpha Camp 2019
Approximately 52 campers and staff attended Alpha Camp at the Hus School
Encampment June 9 through June 13. Looks like they had a fabulously good
time!
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Carmen, Ruthi, Judith – Triqui (which
possibly has 9 tones); Dany, Tina,
Monica, Rut, Paty, Mariano, Carlos/
Mariana (8 months pregnant) – 6
different Mixtecs. May the Spirit of
Pentecost loose their tongues to pro-
claim good news in these languages.

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas
Home: 325-949-7543 Cell: 325-656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com
Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com

www.WallBrethrenChurch.com

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Pastor/Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary

Josh Holik Ryan Volkman Libby Lane
325-234-8667 325-213-0671 Tu-F: 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

P.S.: For their Phase 2, I am collect-
ing Wordless books. If anyone or
group would like to help out with that,
or with donating miniature “toys” for
them to use for their Phase 1 games,
let me know – I’ll send you a list.

Blessings, Anne
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for less.” “I can’t wait to get back and
get started.” “God has renewed my
hope.”

Our days consisted of two parts:
Mixteco sessions in the morning and
unpacking our experiences in the af-
ternoon. Our mornings blew us away
as we witnessed our brains’ capabil-
ity for language. Our afternoons chal-
lenged us to apply all this to our
calling as missionaries in Indian vil-
lages. We watched, amazed, as God
changed our attitudes toward lan-
guage learning.

Since phase 1 (moving from silent
listening to actively speaking what
you’ve heard over and over) is 40
sessions, we felt God calling us to set
apart 40 days for language learning
using the new GRPA tool we were
discovering (the team has dubbed it
The Incarnational Method). This was
a big step of faith because the barriers
to Latinos learning Indian languages
are myriad and daunting. The enemy
knows his job, and we acknowledged
that we’d swallowed his “devil’s cock-
tail” of discouragement and excuses
so that we were not truly entering the
Indians’ world.

…which is bilingual. So, what do
you do when the Mixtecs or Huicholes
or Me’phaa you are befriending greet
you and talk to you in Spanish? What
if they open up in Spanish as Celsa
has done with me? Do you settle
there? Do you ignore the (invisible to
you) part of her world that is Mixtec?
What if you can’t find someone will-
ing to spend time helping you? Do
you settle then?

Judith has been married to a Triqui
pastor for 7 years and never gotten
through a “40 Days” of Triqui. When
from day 1 of this week she was going

home every night to play the GRPA
games with her children, with help
from her mother-in-law, she started
realizing what she had missed out on
all those 7 years and wept every day
as she shared. Her mother-in-law said,
“I love you for learning to talk to me
in my language.” She’d never said
anything like this before. And that
was Day1!

The group used what Pam called
divine and I called Pentecost imagina-
tion to create stories set in the future
after they had completed their 40
Days. They dated and signed them,
and we’ve created a “time capsule” to
be opened when the entire team com-
pletes their “40 days on the moun-
tain.” They now each have prayer
partners on the Sin Fronteras team
and have written their home churches
to provide prayer partners for them
for these 40 Days.

Will you watch and pray with us?
With them? Here are the names and
languages of those who have commit-
ted to the 40 Days: Rey/Lidia – Huichol;
Luis – Tepehuan; Celi/Elias – Me’phaa;
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region to participate even more in
Mixtec life there. They are Growing
Participators, and as they enter into
community life, their prayer is that
their testimonies of love and appre-
ciation for Indian life, language and
culture will shine with Jesus’ Pente-
cost power and be Redemptive.

Meanwhile, I continue to grow in
my relationship with Celsa. Today, for
the first time, I asked her, Naua ku
cha’a? “What is this?” I no longer
had to point. Celsa is a new believer
with a horror story of a past, but God
has taught her forgiveness and peace.
For Mother’s Day, I arranged her
baptism. “I think I will die of happi-
ness,” she said. Her shining faith and
responsiveness to Jesus bless me to
the core. Our relationship has, in-
deed, been mutually redemptive.

This… this kind of redemptive re-
lationship, of growing participation in
community life and tongue is what all
the Sin Fronteras missionaries long
for. But it always seems just out of

reach. We pray for a miracle. For
Pentecost and the swift gift of learn-
ing tongues. Pray with us!

June 6, 2019

Follow up: Watershed II
You and I, we prayed for a miracle.

It’s not yet complete, but our week, as
we had dreamed, was a Watershed, a
beginning for our miracle! The Word,
the God of languages, of tongues of
fire, of Pentecost showed up. He
astounded us. He challenged us. He
brought us to tears in a process of
confession, repentance and renewed
faith. As every member of the Sin
Fronteras team is saying now, “We
are in a new place. God has changed
us.”

My heart is full. I’m bursting to tell
you about these missionaries, my
heroes.

Here are some of their outbursts:
“I never imagined this was possible.”
“I had stalled out, given up, settled
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Hus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your HelpHus Camp Needs Your Help
Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?Can We Count On You?

– The Need –– The Need –– The Need –– The Need –– The Need –
Due to continued growth and demand for summer youth camps, and
a desire to make the Hus Encampment more accessible for groups
of all ages, our current facilities are in need of renovation or

replacement to accommodate the needs of our mission.

– The Solution –– The Solution –– The Solution –– The Solution –– The Solution –

ALPHA - Phase A (Complete)

Kitchen Renovation/Expansion

Waste Water Treatment System
These projects were funded and completed in June 2018

DREAM BIG - Phase B (Current Phase)

Main Building/Dining Hall Renovation
Renovation of the Entire Main Building to Include the Addition of

Restrooms
Cost & Status:  Final design and fundraising are in progress for this

$380,000 renovation
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May 23, 2019

Watershed
Pray with us for a miracle…for 25

people.
Pray that 25 Mexican missionaries

will be given the gift of speaking a
Mexican minority language: Huichol;
Tepehuan; Triqiu; Me’phaa; or one
of seven different Mixtecs.

They are all trying to learn, but for
very good reasons, none of them are
yet fluent in the Indian languages of
their Indian communities. Some of the
villages bar their people from teach-
ing outsiders. Some of the villages are
highly bilingual and don’t speak to
outsiders in their native tongue. Some
of the villages have moved away from
their mother tongues so that only the
elderly still speak it. Some of the
missionaries can’t move into the com-
munities or can’t find language com-
panions. Nor are Indians, in general,
quick to share their language. They
prefer to practice their Spanish, the
language of power, education, and
commerce. Attitudes toward minority
languages are poor. So, our mission-
aries are attempting the near impos-
sible, something I’ve never seen a
Mexican church multiplier do before –
become fluent in one of the 350 minor-
ity languages spoken by 10 million
Mexican Indians with no access to
the gospel.

Next week, the entire team of Sin
Fronteras, all 25 Mexican missionar-

In Christ’s Love . . . from the Foreign
Mission Field

From Robert and Anne Thiessen . . . Missionaries in Mexico

ies, are gathering here in Tlaxiaco to
pray, to recommit to the task God has
given them, to ask for a Pentecost
miracle… and to learn a new language
learning tool in what we are calling
our Watershed Event. Pam Echerd
from SIL (Wycliff), having vast expe-
rience with this tool, is coming to
guide us. Phase 1 is made up entirely
of short, fun games.

The Growing Redemptive Par-
ticipator Approach (yes, a mouthful)
pictures the missionary as an out-
sider, separated from the community
by a wall of “noise” (language) and
behavior they can’t understand. Their
task is to recruit a companion from the
community (a person of peace as
described in Luke 10) to help them
participate in the community and its
heart language. Often this person
lives outside the community in a city
or trade town.

As I began learning a new Mixtec
along with five Sin Fronteras mission-
ary candidates, this is the strategy
we’ve used. I wrote earlier about our
language companion, Celsa, who is
as brilliant as she is beautiful both
inside and out. Together we have
finished the “silent” phase of the
GPRA process and have now begun
speaking Magdalena Peñasco Mixtec.
We are participating more and more in
Celsa’s life. We have heard her story
and shared our own. The five candi-
dates have moved into the Peñasco
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FUTURE PHASES - Phases C, D, E
 (Conceptual Designs Complete)

New Dorm/Housing Construction
Addition of a new multi-purpose, ADA compliant housing facility for

approximately 200 guests.

Outdoor Gym/Pavilion Common Space
Multi-purpose common space located between the proposed new

housing structures.

Parking & Walkways
Designated parking and accessible walkways throughout the campus

to maximize space and ensure safety.

Repurposing of Old Boys’ Dorm
Utilization of the existing Boys’ Dorm as a recreation/craft area.

How Can I Help?How Can I Help?How Can I Help?How Can I Help?How Can I Help?

– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –– Be A Friend to the Hus Camp –

Show your support and receive current information about what’s
going on at the Hus Camp. Seimply email your contact information

(Name, Mailing Address, Email Address & Phone Number) to:
Suzie Dusek at sdusek5@gmail.com

SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 FM 2155/P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone –  (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday School – 9:00 AM; Worship – 10:15 AM
Bible Study – Each Tuesday, 9:00-10:00 AM

Pastor Board of Elders President Youth Directors
Rev. Joseph Polasek Yvonne Kovar Randall & Jonna See

P.O. Box 54 P.O. Box 66 P.O. Box 345
Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878

(979) 272-1624 (979) 219-0375 (979) 272-8179
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OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email:  ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor
Dr. Brad Herridge

(254) 716-2578
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka

(254) 983-1002

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 482-0498

Call us if you have questions
about naming your church
or a Unity of the Brethren

agency as a beneficiary
in an existing or new

SPJST insurance certificate.

SPJST
520 NorthMain Street
Temple, Texas 76501

(800) 727-7578
www.spjst.org

Membership
Benefits

• Life Insurance
• Annuities
• Family Activities
• Community Involvement
• Youth Activities and Camp
• Scholarships
• Vestnik weekly newspaper

Insuring & Enriching Lives

A fraternal benefit society
serving Texans

and their families
since 1897.
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– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –– Make A Monthly/Yearly Donation –
Hus Camp Building Fund

Make your tax deductible donation any way you like . . .

On Line - huscamp.org (click on the donate label for credit card info)

Bank Draft - for a recurring monthly bank draft, email James
Marek, james@cnbt.com, or call 512-352-6165.

By Mail - make checks payable to Hus Camp Buliding Fund and
maile to Todd Corporon, 5350 CR124, Georgetown, TX 78626

– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –– Volunteer to Serve –

Special Events/Fundraising    Social Media    Church Presen-
tations     Work Days      Publicity

Get involved by volunteering to serve on a Hus Camp Committee
Simply Email or call us to find out more about working on behalf of

the Hus Camp with one of these groups.
James Marek:  james@cnbt.com (or) 512-352-6165
Rick Weise: weise.rick@aol.com (or) 325-656-2620

– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –– Join the Hus Camp Prayer Team –

Become a Hus Camp prayer warrior by signing up to be on our
prayer team. Whenever prayers are needed at the camp, you will

be notified by email about the prayer request.

To join the team, simply email your contact information
 (Name, Mailing Address, Email Address & Phone Number) to:

husprayer@gmail.com

Glenda Laza Moreland & Kathy Simcik Harris

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com
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Three Ways to Give
Online by credit card, Recurring Monthly
Pledge, or One-Time Gift

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

Telephone #_________________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________________________

Donation Amount: _________________________ [ ] Recurring Monthly Pledge

[ ] One Time Gift

If recurring monthly pledge, please provide: Bank Routing #

______________________________________________________

Financial Institution Name:

_____________________________________________________________________

Account # ___________________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________________

[ ] The Hus Encampment may list my name and donation amount in

written materials when giving thanks to donors.

In memory/honor (circle one) of:

_____________________________________________________________________

Please provide address for acknowledgment:

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law. Please make checks payable
to: “Hus Encampment Building Fund”

Mail to:
Todd Corporon, Hus Board Treasurer

5350 CR 124
Georgetown, TX 78626

For credit card donations, go online to huscamp.org and click Donate.


