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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover).  These donations are tax deductible.

Send address changes to:
The Brethren Journal, 1103 Harrisonburg Ln., College Station, TX 77845.
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Seaton Brethren
Christian Sisters

Bake Sale
Fundraiser

The Christian Sisters of Seaton
Brethren Church will host their
annual bake sale fundraiser on
Saturday, November 6th, 2021,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
church, 12561 State Highway
53, Temple (Seaton). Kolaches,
cakes, pies, breads, cookies, jel-
lies, tamales, pecans, homemade
canned goods & chicken dress-
ing will be available for sale.
Pre-orders for chicken dress-
ing only are being taken up to
October 25. Call (254) 913-6054
or (254) 718-5356 to pre-order.
Dressing is to be picked up at
the church the day of the
fundraiser. Sandwiches and
home-made soup will be avail-
able for sale.  A Re-Sale shop of
gently used items will be opened.
A handmade quilt and gift cards
from businesses will be given
away for a love donation of
$1.00 per ticket or 6 tickets for
$5.00. Proceeds from the
fundraiser benefit the many
projects the Christian Sisters
support. The sale is open to the
public.
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Dear Unity Members,
After 51 years of service as a Unity of the Brethren minister, Reverend

Tommy Tallas will be retiring as Senior Pastor of Wall Brethren Church.
Throughout his ministry Reverend Tallas, better known as “Brother
Tommy” to most of us, has served the Lord, this denomination, and all of
us with gladness, wisdom, and great compassion. The impacts of his
dedicated service are easily seen within Wall Brethren, but also evident
throughout the denomination. He has rejoiced with us, comforted us,
ministered to our souls, and given us encouragement to press on in all
situations. We thank him for his dedicated service, and the difference he
has made in the lives of so many as our Pastor, Teacher, and Friend.

In celebration of Brother Tommy’s years of service, Wall Brethren will
be rejoicing with him during the Sunday Worship Service on October 31,
2021, which will be followed by a noon meal. Everyone is invited. For
meal attendance, we would appreciate anyone attending to please RSVP no
later than October 20, 2021. You may RSVP to the Wall Brethren Church
office Tuesday- Friday at 325-651-4444 between 8:30 AM and 1:30 PM.

Any cards/letters can be dropped off in the card basket on Sunday,
October 31, 2021, or mailed to Rick Weise at the address below.

Thanks to each of you for your continued support for Brother Tommy
as he retires.

In Christ,
Wall Brethren Church Board of Elders

Card/Letters:

Mail to: Rev. Tommy & Donna Tallas
Mail to: c/o Rick Weise
Mail to:  P.O. Box 28
Mail to:  Vancourt, TX 76955

Reverend Tommy Tallas Retirement
Celebration Invitation
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What does it take to be truly
fearless?

To dive into the deep blue sea off
a fishing boat?

To growl back at a bear when it
appears that it is going to charge at
you?

To help a friend in the recovery
from an addiction?

To stand at the bedside of a child
who is gravely ill, maintaining a warm
compassionate smile?

To stand for what is true with a
humble but strong spirit?

The word fearless can be taken as
a misnomer at first glance, possibly
meaning “to fear less.” In actuality it
means “to be without fear.” Being a
Christian necessitates living without
fear. The reason we are to live with-
out fear is because we have its exact
opposite in God: He is the One who
is fearless at all times. He is the
author of our lives, of our salvation,
of hope, peace, love, joy, courage,
and so much more. Our task is to
obtain fearlessness from Him through

Fearless
- by Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

prayer and meditation upon the words
of the Holy Bible.

Juxtaposed to the concept of liv-
ing without fear is the reality that,
while God calls us to stand fearlessly
in many moments of life, He does call
us to always fear, or revere, Him. The
fear of God in an individual is the
expression of absolute trust in who
He is and who you are before Him.
God is our Creator and the One who
has granted us – as we receive Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior – eternity in
Heaven and a life filled with hope,
healing, freedom, and much more in
the here and now. God is perfect in
His: compassion, love, patience, knowl-
edge, goodness, mercy, integrity, ho-
liness, wisdom, judgment, majesty,
and many other attributes. He is om-
nipotent, omniscient, and omnipres-
ent. Humanity is thus called to fear
God, to revere and trust Him, in that
He is perfect, above all, in His un-
swerving love for us. The Book of
Proverbs, in the Holy Bible, chapter 9,
verse 10, reads: “The fear of the Lord
(God) is the beginning of wisdom,

TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas – 512-352-6423

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
Church email: taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor Board President Secretary

James D. Hejl Daniel Knippa Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-844-0208 M-Th 8 a.m.-noon
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New Tabor – Sunday School at 9 AM &
Worship at 10 AM every Sunday, “Tune
Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. David Johnson

Ocker – Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School at 9 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Community Christian Church of Rosenberg –
Sunday: Adult Bible Study and Sunday

School for children at 9 AM; worship at
10:30 AM.

Wednesday: 5:30 PM Dinner; 6:30 PM
Bible Study.

– Pastor Ben Kruse

Seaton –
Sunday, 9:15 AM – Prayer Gathering;

9:30 AM – Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM – Worship Celebration Service.

Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kids’ and Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Denise Mikeska

Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;
Worship – 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School 9 AM every Sunday with
free breakfast every 5th Sunday at 8:30
AM.; Friends Fellowship (seniors) 4th
Tuesday (except Nov. & Dec.) at 2 PM.

– Rev. James Hejl

Temple – Cross Church on Birdcreek –
Sunday School at 9:30 AM.; Worship at
10:45 AM.

– Rev. Tim Chaplin

Vsetin – A non-official member congregation
of the Unity of the Brethren – Worship at
10 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (for all ages) at 9:30
AM; worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley – Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School follows.

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Gerald Davis

Westheimer Community – Worship at
10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Pastor Lisa Johnson

Austin – Bible Study at 10 AM
Austin – Worship at 11 AM.

– Rev. Linda Chandler

Bryan-College Station – Sunday School at
9:15 AM and Worship at 10:30 AM every
Sunday.

– Rev. Mark Sebek

Buckholts – Worship at 9 AM every
Sunday except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker

Caldwell – Come as you are! Sundays –
explore the Bible @ 9:30 AM (all ages);
KIDS CHOIR practices @ 10:15 AM; &
worship @ 10:30 AM! Every 1st & 3rd
Wednesday, join the fun @ Family
Game Night, 6-7:30 PM! Check out
lifeatcbc.org for spiritual resources,
events, videos, & more! Friend us on
Facebook!

– Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

Crosby –  9 AM: Worship
10 AM: Faith Adventure

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Dime Box – Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.
             – Visiting Ministers

Fayetteville – Worship at 10:00 AM. on the
2nd and 4th Saturdays.

– Rev. Mike Groseclose

Good Shepherd Moravian – Worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger – Worship service Sundays,
10 AM. Bible Study Wednesdays,
5:30 PM.

– Visiting Ministers

Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

Industry – Worship at 5:00 PM on the
2nd, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays.

 – Rev. Mike Groseclose

Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9 AM
Nelsonville – Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

New Beginnings (PO Box 163, Caldwell,
TX 77836) – A Home Mission Project
since 10/22/11 – Sunday School at
10:30 AM; Worship at 11:45 AM; Lunch
after the service.

– Rev. Kay Polasek

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
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Worship on the
2nd and 4th Saturdays

10:00 a.m.
Rev. Mike Groseclose

FayettevilleBrethrenChurch.org

and the knowledge of the Holy One
(God) is insight.” Fear, or humility,
before God yields insight in a person,
increasing awareness of God’s flaw-
less and impassable design for relat-
ing to, caring for His Creation, hu-
manity. Therefore, we “fear God” be-
cause He is God, which intensifies
our gratitude towards Him and com-
pels us to live fearlessly as bearers of
His loving truth to others. As Jesus
Christ teaches us in the Book of the
Gospel of John, chapter 13, verse 34:
“I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one
another.” We can only love perfectly
when we “fear” God enough to ask
Him to teach us how to love others
His way.

As you choose to fear God, to
revere and trust Him, fearlessness
becomes increasingly second nature.

Consider these words of encour-
agement as you seek to be fearless:

1) God calls us to be fearless be-
cause He is standing by us wherever
we go.

“...Be strong and courageous; do
not be frightened or dismayed, for the
Lord your God is with you wherever

you go.” (Joshua 1:9)
2) God calls us to be fearless

because He knows that we can over-
come with Him as our literal source
of strength.

“God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble. There-
fore, we will not fear, though the earth
should change, though the moun-
tains shake in the heart of the sea;”
(Psalm 46:1-2)

3) God calls us to be fearless be-
cause He knows how He has created
us: In the image of Jesus Christ –
filled with God’s power, love, and self-
discipline as we yield to the Holy
Spirit’s infilling.

“For God did not give us a spirit of
cowardice, but rather a spirit of power
and of love and of self-discipline.” (2
Timothy 1:7)

4) Finally, becoming fearless is
automatic as we proclaim the truth
about who God is and who we are
because of God’s love.

Consider the thieves who hung on
crosses at either side of Jesus during
the Crucifixion. One of them under-
stood who Jesus is:

“One of the criminals who were
hanged there kept deriding him and
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Schedule and Details of Upcoming
Unity Activities

November 25, 2021 – Thanksgiving Day

SAVE THE DATE:

March 19, 2022 – Spring Synodical Committee Meeting at the
Hus Encampment –9:00 a.m.; refreshments served at 8:00 a.m. with
a light lunch served at noon. If you have any questions, contact Dr.
Larry Koslovsky, 713-594-4518.

For more information about the Hus School Encampment go to:
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would
like to include in this listing? Please send activity information
including a contact name, phone number, and/or email address to
the Brethren Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com.
Information must be received by the first day of the month
immediately preceding the month of publication.

Call us if you have questions
about naming your church
or a Unity of the Brethren

agency as a beneficiary
in an existing or new

SPJST insurance certificate.

SPJST
520 NorthMain Street
Temple, Texas 76501

(800) 727-7578

Membership
Benefits

• Life Insurance
• Annuities
• Family Activities
• Community Involvement
• Youth Activities and Camp
• Scholarships

Insuring & Enriching Lives

A fraternal benefit society
serving Texans

and their families
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Mailing Address: Sunday School at 9:15 A.M.
P.O. Box 9283 Church at 10:30 A.M.
College Station, TX 77842 Off: 979-693-3606

email: papasebek@gmx.com

BrBrBrBrBryyyyyan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Stan/College Staaaaat ion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Churchtion Brethren Church
2650 Earl Rudder Freeway South

www.unityofthebrethren.org

Rev. Mark Sebek

saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah?
Save yourself and us!’ But the other
rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? And we
indeed have been condemned justly,
for we are getting what we deserve for
our deeds, but this man (Jesus) has
done nothing wrong.’ Then he said,
‘Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.’ Jesus replied,
‘Truly I tell you, today you will be
with me in Paradise.’” (Luke 23:39-43)

The One thing that you and I are to
always be fearless about is the reality
that Jesus Christ is the Savior who
forgives and loves without limit.

Do you “fear” God to the point
where you are willing to live fear-
lessly to spread His truth and love to
those in your life?

Jesus said: “I give you a new
commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you
also should love one another.”

Let’s love others without fear, with-
out hesitation.

Praying Fearlessly With You,
Sister Vanessa Mitchell

Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping Neighbors
Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged Funerals

• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

Bellville Sealy Wallis
865-3121 885-3535 478-6311

FOREIGN MISSIONS BOARD

Chairman:
David Miller (2015), Wall; cell 325-245-

5616, dm103157@wcc.net

Unity Representatives:

John Brinkley

Paula Wagner (2015), Taylor; 512-996-
8846, paulak1121@sbcglobal.net

Arnold Cuba (2015), Taylor; 512-247-
8019, arcuba188@yahoo.com

Erin Brinkley (2015), Ocker;
erinbrinkley@yahoo.com

Alan Haisler (2019), BCS

Daniel Vojtek (2019), BCS

Synodical Committee Liaison (1st VP):
Rev. Joe Emerson

Advisors:
Rev. Lawrence & Barbara Junek (Unity

at large)
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19. Not neglecting to meet together, as is
the habit of some, but encouraging
one another, and all the more as you
see the Day approaching. Heb. 10:25

20. To Him was given dominion and
glory and kingship, that all peoples,
nations, and languages should serve
Him. Dan. 7:14a

21. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion that shall not pass away,
and His kingship is one that shall
never be destroyed. Dan. 7:14b

22. The LORD is king, He is robed in
majesty; the LORD is robed, He is
girded with strength. Ps. 93:1a

23. May those who sow in tears reap with
shouts of joy. Ps. 126:5

24. Those who go out weeping, bearing
the seed for sowing, shall come
home with shouts of joy, carrying
their sheaves. Ps. 126:6

25. O children of Zion, be glad and
rejoice in the LORD your God.
Joel 2:23

26. To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
Ps. 25:1

27. O my God, in you I trust; do not let
me be put to shame; do not let my
enemies exult over me. Ps. 25:2

28. The days are surely coming, says
the LORD, when I will fulfill the
promise I made to the house of
Israel and the house of Judah.
Jer. 33:14

29. In those days and at that time I will
cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David; and He shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land.
Jer. 33:15

30. May He so strengthen your hearts in
holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the
coming of our Lord Jesus with all His
saints. 1 Thes. 3:13

HUS ENCAMPMENT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chairman: Kent Laza (2017),
(979) 220-1957

Treasurer: Susan Marek (2021),
1304 TH Johnson, Taylor, TX 76574;
(512) 352-6165;
Marek1304@hotmail.com

Members:
Todd Snelgrove, BCS (2013);

rtsnelgrove@gmail.com
Tami Laza, BCS (2015), 4913 FM 166,

Caldwell, TX 77836;
tami.laza@verizon.net

James Marek, Taylor (2017);
james@cnbt.net

Rick Weise, Wall (2017);
weise.rick@aol.com

Angie Labaj, (2019) Temple
Jennifer Chervenka, Ocker (2017),

(254) 983-1002;
jennchervenka@gmail.com

The Encampment is governed by a Board
of Trustees of 8 members.

Terms: 2 years, may be re-elected/re-
appointed for a maximum of 4 terms or 8
years (Unity of the Brethren By-Laws,
Article XIV, Sec C, Par.4).

Non-Voting Appointments:

Programming Director: Amy Snelgrove
agsnelgrove@hotmail.com

Unity Youth Coordinator: Jennifer
Chervenka; jennchervenka@gmail.com;
(254) 983-1002

Facilities Manager: Alan Haisler,
haislera@ymail.com

 Caretakers: Open

Synodical Committee Oversight:  
Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, 3rd Vice-President

Hus Encampment Address: 3635 County
Rd. 225, Caldwell, TX 77836;
(979) 272-8176

MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS BOARD
(2021-2023)

Rev. Whitney Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)

Rev. Charles Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)

Rev. Tim Chaplin
Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

BOARD OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Chair: Kari Raesz (Taylor)
Debbie Clark – (2014) Crosby
Deanna Hairrell – (2019) Snook
Jordan Eilers – (2019) Ocker
Open seat
Open seat
Jennifer Chervenka – Youth

Coordinator, Ocker
Synodical Liaison – Rev. Vanessa

Mitchell, 3rd Vice-President
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Around the middle of the 14th
century, cracks began appearing in
the medieval church system. It had
held hearts and minds captive for far
too long. But God would not permit
those whom He sent to remain cap-
tive. The beginning of this movement
witnessed a decline in scholastic the-
ology. Men were no longer thinking
as the church demanded; they were
beginning to think for themselves.
They looked to scripture as the voice
of authority rather than the doctrines
created by the church.

John Wycliffe was an important
voice of a reformation movement in
his home of England where it gath-
ered strength. But the concept of
religious freedom was more devel-
oped in the nations of Bohemia and
Moravia. These nations had provided
a home for religious liberty. Now they
would provide the battlefield. This
conflict would be sustained for two
centuries prior to the Thirty Years
War.

Charles the First ascended the
throne of Bohemia in 1347. He became
Emperor of Germany in 1355 and as-

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 – (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. – Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill

Donna Verwold Rita Tyson
President Secretary

 325 Sunnyside St. 22015 Golden Cedar Dr.
Houston, TX 77076 Cypress, TX 77433
Cell: 713-553-5542 Cell: 713-899-8272

Predecessors of Hus
- by Jim Pokorny

sumed the title of Charles the Fourth.
Under his rule, Bohemia entered its
golden age. Its boundaries expanded,
its prosperity flourished, and its capi-
tal enlarged enough to rival Paris.
When he created the archbishopric of
Prague in 1344, he liberated the Bohe-
mian Church from the control of the
archbishopric of Mayence. He orga-
nized the Slavonic Monastery of
Emmaus in 1347. In 1348, he founded
the illustrious University of Prague.
These were to have advanced
Romanism, but instead they spread
the Gospel. The Czech language was
reintroduced. This invigorated evan-
gelism. It grew in power in the Univer-
sity. In time, it would lead to Jan Hus
and a full awakening of religious
freedom. But three forerunners first
paved the way.

The first of these was Conrad of
Waldhausen, who preached in Aus-
tria between 1340 and 1360. The jubi-
lee of 1350 brought him to Rome,
where his eyes opened to the evil of
selling indulgences. He witnessed
people paying the price for absolu-
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DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
Daily Morsels for November 2021

By Mari-Anne K. Gordon and Dorothy E. Kocian
From the Holy Bible Revised Standard Revision.

Sundays in bold.
1. Then I saw a new heaven and a new

earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. Rev. 21:1

2. And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband.
Rev. 21:2

3. And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “See, the home of
God is among mortals. He will dwell
with them as their God; they will be
His peoples, and God Himself will be
with them…” Rev. 21:3

4. “…He will wipe every tear from their
eyes. Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be
no more, for the first things have
passed away.” Rev. 21:4

5. And the One Who was seated on the
throne said, “See, I am making all
things new.” Also He said, “Write this,
for these words are trustworthy and
true.” Rev. 21:5

6. Then He said to me, “It is done! I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end.” Rev. 21:6a

7. Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD,
O my soul! Ps. 146:1

8. I will praise the LORD as long as I
live; I will sing praises to my God all
my life long. Ps. 146:2

9. Do not put your trust in princes, in
mortals, in whom there is no help.
Ps. 146:3

10. When their breath departs, they return
to the earth; on that very day their
plans perish. Ps. 146:4

11. Happy are those whose help is the
God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
LORD their God. Ps. 146:5

12. He made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, He Who keeps
faith forever. Ps. 146:6

13. He executes justice for the
oppressed, He Who gives food to the
hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners
free. Ps. 146:7

14. The LORD opens the eyes of the
blind. The LORD lifts up those who
are bowed down; the LORD loves
the righteous. Ps. 146:8

15. The LORD watches over the
strangers; He upholds the orphan
and the widow, but the way of the
wicked He brings to ruin. Ps. 146:9

16. The LORD will reign forever, your
God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the LORD! Ps. 146:10

17. Let us hold fast to the confession of
our hope without wavering, for He
Who has promised is faithful.
Heb. 10:23

18. And let us consider how to provoke
one another to love and good deeds.
Heb. 10:24

NEW TABOR BRETHREN CHURCH
2439 County Road 225 Caldwell, TX  77836

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008

Website: newtaborchurch.com  Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We’re a
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David Johnson (979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822
pastordjbama@gmail.com
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CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203
Sunday School

9:30 AM
Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays

10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:30 AM

Come as you are . . .

Church email: lifeatcbc@protonmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com

(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org Friend us on Facebook!

tion without giving a thought to re-
pentance. Upon returning to Austria,
he preached on the scriptural condi-
tions of forgiveness. Charles the Fourth
invited him to Bohemia. Upon re-
settlement, he began preaching in
Prague. His congregations grew, and
eventually he began holding services
in a marketplace to accommodate them.
He was appointed to the Thein Church
in 1364. From that pulpit he denounced
the vices of the clergy and the idle-
ness of the rich. He called upon ladies
to give up their fine dresses and
jewels. He even managed to convince
well-known sinners to do penance in
public.

Another forerunner was the
Moravian Milic of Kremsier. Little is
known of his early life, but shortly
after 1350 he became an archdeacon
and a canon at St. Vitus. Despite the
luxuries his life afforded him, he de-
sired to serve the Lord. He resigned
his lofty positions in 1363. Upon
moving to Teinitz, he began preach-

ing to the people. He rescued many
fallen women and built shelters for
them. Disgusted by the state of the
world, he became convinced that the
end of days was at hand.

A third forerunner of Hus was
Matthew of Janow. Matthew was a
pupil of Milic and carried the move-
ment further. The schism in the Pa-
pacy fueled the fire. The period 1378-
1415 witnessed two, sometimes three,
rival Popes caught up in fighting each
other. The people found it difficult to
look upon any of them as a spiritual
leader. Matthew wrote: “This schism
has not arisen because the priests
loved Jesus Christ and His Church,
but rather because they loved them-
selves and the world.” Taken with his
other writings, his message was clear.
It was time to return to Christ and the
Apostles.

The wheels had been set in mo-
tion. Hearts and minds were stirred as
the writings of Wycliffe made their
way into Bohemia. But another voice
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Chocolate Ball: The Pilgrims lived in England. The King
told the Pilgrims how they were supposed to worship.
They decided to go to American so they could worship
the way they wanted. This ball represents the earth and
how far they had to sail to get to America.

Pretzel Twist: This pretzel represents praying hands. The
Pilgrims prayed for a place they were free to worship
God as they wanted. They also prayed for protection as
they sailed across the ocean.

Cracker and Jerky: The trip on the Mayflower was long.
There was no fresh fruit. They only had dried bread and
meat to eat.

Stick Pretzel: When the Pilgrims arrived in America, there
were no houses or places to live. They had to cut down
trees to make log homes.

Mini Marshmallow: The first winter in the new land was
very cold and hard. These marshmallows remind us of
the snow.

Candy Corn and Goldfish: Squanto showed the Pilgrims
how to grow corn by placing four seeds in the grown
with a fish. This helped the Pilgrims have food in their
new home.

Maple candy: Squanto also showed the Pilgrims how to
tap maple trees to get their sap.

Teddy Grahams: The Pilgrims had to protect themselves
from many wild animals, including bears.

Fruit Gummies: Squanto also taught the Pilgrims where to
find wild berries and fruit to eat. He also taught them
how to dry them so they would have food during the
cold winters.
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was still required. A powerful voice
that also preached in the language of
the people – the voice of Jan Hus.

The way was prepared. Hus seized
the initiative. Hus declared that the
Pope was capable of sin. Further-
more, the Pope was not to be obeyed
when his order contradicted scrip-
ture. Hus stated that the authority of
the Bible superseded the authority of
the Pope. Hus even dared to write De
Ecclesia (On the Church) in which he
put forth the doctrine that men could
encounter God without the assis-
tance of priests. Change was in the
air, and it would succeed in time. But
Hus would have to be willing to die in
truth’s defense first.

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas
325-656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com
Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com

www.WallBrethrenChurch.com

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Pastor/Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary

Josh Holik Rev. Ryan Volkman Libby Lane
325-234-8667 325-213-0671 Tu-F: 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service –

A Payne Family Tradition”
West, Texas
254/826-5321

Unity Archivist
Clint Machann

c-machann@tamu.edu
979-696-1360 or 979-845-4898

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens

And so fulfill the Law of
Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID
SOCIETY

Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President
Daniel Vojtek, Vice-President
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. & Jr. Dept.

Secretary, 979-589-2012
Ruth Ann Wuensche, Treasurer
Dorothy Hinson, Board Member
Ann Sebesta, Board Member
Synodical Liaison: Lance LaBedelle,

2nd Vice President
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You
BIBLE LESSON Give Thanks
Scriptures: Ephesians 5:20, 1 Timothy 4:4-5, Psalms 136

Say: We are going to look at three scriptures today that
remind us to be thankful.
Read: Ephesians 5:20.
Ask: Who should we give thanks to? What are some
things we should be thankful for? What are you thankful
for?
Read: 1 Timothy 4:4-5
Ask: What is created by God? Is everything God made
good or bad? At Thanksgiving we celebrate with a big
meal. What kinds of foods do you eat at Thanksgiving?
What is your favorite? Who should we give thanks to for
the food?
Read: Psalm 136
Ask: Why should we thank the Lord? What endures
forever? What are you thankful for?
Together say a common table prayer (God is great,
Come Lord Jesus, etc.)

Craft: Thanksgiving Memory Basket
Materials: Paper plates, chocolate balls, pretzel twists,
crackers, jerky, stick pretzel, mini marshmallows, candy
corn, goldfish, life savers, maple candies, teddy grams,
fruit gummies

Make a basket using 2 paper plates.
Staple together. Children can decorate
their baskets. As you tell the Thanksgiving
story, have children add items to their
basket.
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From Robert and Anne
Thiessen …Missionaries in
Mexico

September 24, 2021

Inevitable changes
 
Dear friends,

We are here in Ontario at the
transition time from summer to fall,
almost ready for the vibrant colours
that are coming in just weeks. Today
is bright and cool, after several days
of overcast gray rain. Change is
inevitable.

We are also in the transition from
Mexico to Canada. Lots of change
there, too. Some days are gray and we
can’t see very far, and other days are
brighter. Thank you for your prayers
for us as we journey the uncharted.

One bright spot is the trip we
embark on tomorrow. We fly to Fresno,
California, for a week of workshops
with our agency, Multiply (Menno-
nite Brethren). A Mexican-American
couple, pastoring in California for the
last 15 years, is being trained for a
whole different kind of Kingdom min-
istry, in Peru. They will spend their
first term (3years) acculturating (even
though they speak the language),
finding ways to come alongside the
leaders of the conference of MB
churches there. Together they will
find ways to grow in health and
understanding, impacting their NW
corner of the country more and more.

The challenges are great, and di-

In Christ’s Love
. . . from the Foreign Mission Fields

verse. To start with, the Chavez family
is moving from being the centers of
their church world, to being infants
(initially) and at the most, catalyzers
(which by nature need to be in the
background, and not part of the re-
sults). And for us, we need to adapt
from teaching the ideals (first prin-
ciples) of pioneer church planting
(where there is freedom to start “right”),
to helping their team explore path-
ways out of colonial mentality foun-
dations (that came from the mission-
aries) that bind the conference in so
many ways.

I look forward to the challenges
and relationship building of this com-
ing week. Please pray for us as we all
learn and change together.

We also get to visit one set of kids
and several good friends from the
past. Some ex-missionaries that we
knew from Oaxaca are living in the
area, as well as the doctors who
found Anne’s cancer six years ago,
and Philip and Cailey recently moved
to the LA area (for his job).

RuthE and Mikael also travel to-
morrow. They are leaving the US to
study and work abroad for the next
two years. Mikael will continue, now
remotely, at his start-up, and RuthE’s
studies toward a Masters in Counsel-
ing were already online. They will be
making up their plans month by month
as they live all around Latin America
for the next long while.

We are still just beginning to ex-
plore what God has in store for us
here in Ontario. We will let you know
as that path becomes clearer. Once we
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Sunday School Helper

“Give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good; His love

endures forever.”

1 Chronicles 16:34

Bible Story
Thanksgfulness

Bible Reference
1 Chronicles 16:34

As we enter another holiday season, we recognize
that we have been through another difficult year.
However, there have been many blessings. This month’s
activities will remind us, and the children we serve, to
be thankful for all we have been given.
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CROSS CHURCH ON BIRDCREEK
2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502

email: ccb@crosschurchonbirdcreek.org
https://www.crosschurchonbirdcreek.org

(254) 778-8759 Rev. Tim Chaplin
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. (254) 718-6094
Worship: 10:45 a.m. tpch4359@gmail.com

get back from CA we will look for a
place to rent, and other parts of this
journey.

Again, thanks for your support
and prayers in the midst of changes.

Robert and Anne

CHRISTIAN SISTERS’ UNION
OFFICERS

President: Paula Wagner, 10506
Mourning Dove Dr., Austin, TX
78750. (512) 632-6644;
paulak1121@sbcglobal.net

Vice President: Carolyn Beseda,
2515 Lazybrook Dr., Houston,
TX 77008. (281) 546-7941;
cffilipp@earthlink.net

Secretary: Anna Wotipka, 652
County Rd. 324, Caldwell, TX
77836. (979) 218-9043;
awotipka58@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Lydia Faust,
P.O. Box 125, Snook, TX 77878.
lydiavajdakfaust@gmail.com

Treasurer: Paige Hearn, 17150 FM
971, Granger, TX 76530. (512)
567-1436; usmcmom@ymail.com

Synodical Committee Liaison:
Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, 3rd Vice
President

To communicate with the Hus Encampment . . .
. . . regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:

Kent Laza
4913 FM 166

Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 220-1957

Kent.laza@verizon.net
*This must be done well in advance.

The Community Christian Church
of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road
Rosenberg, TX 77471

(832) 449-3358

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Eve. 5:30 PM

Prayer Service and Bible Study
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OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email: ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com
Phone: (254) 985-2240

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM
Pastor

Dr. Brad Herridge
(254) 716-2578

brad.herridge@gmail.com

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka

(254) 913-1244
jennchervenka@gmail.com

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 482-0498
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KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com
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SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 FM 2155/P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone –  (979) 272-3303

COME WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School – 9:00 AM; Worship – 10:15 AM

Bible Study – Each Tuesday, 9:00-10:00 AM
Pastor Board of Elders President Youth Directors

Rev. Joseph Polasek Yvonne Kovar Randall & Jonna See
P.O. Box 54 P.O. Box 66 P.O. Box 345

Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878
(979) 272-1624 (979) 219-0375 (979) 272-8179


