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unityofthebrethren.org

Christian Sisters
Convention Invitation

The Executive Committee of The Chris-
tian Sisters’ Union cordially extends
an invitation to all Delegates, Repre-
sentatives of women’s work in the
Church, Members of the local Chris-
tian Sisters’ Societies, Ministers of
the Unity, and all friends of the Chris-
tian Sisters’ Union to the:

50th Biennial
Christian Sisters Convention
Saturday, April 30, 2022
Hus Encampment, Caldwell

8:30 A.M. — Registration
(A light breakfast will be served)

9:30 A.M. — Morning Worship
Service and Communion
First Session
Lunch will be served
(Free Will donation)

After Lunch:
Memorial Service
Convention

For those wishing to spend the
night at the camp, it will be
available starting:

5 PM Friday, April 29, 2022

Your Sisters In Christ
The Christian Sisters’ Executive Board
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DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Norska 42

77900 Olomouc
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e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
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Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986
pbrmissions@gmail.com

Rob and Anne Thiessen

25 E. Camino Nacional
Tlalixtac de Cabrera

Oaxaca, MEXICO 68627

(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
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e-mail: carolyngroseclose84@gmail.com

Joel & Teresa Jelski
Mazkeret Moshe
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james.Marek@cnbt.bank

Anna Wotipka; (979) 218-9043
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Rev. Gerry Davis (2019)
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Liaison: Rev. Joe Emerson
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Dime Box: No Representative
Fayetteville: Sandra Stepan,
sandrainaustin@yahoo.com
Good Shepherd: Lorenzo Wilson
Granger: No Representative
Houston: J.T. Verwold, dmverwold@yahoo.com
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Taylor: Kayla Marek (Fin. Sec.)

Temple: Jim Hiles, jimhiles1959@agmail.com
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Westheimer: Buddy Allen,
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The Cardinal on My Porch

- by Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

I heard a loud thump against one
of the glass doors that face out to-
wards my back patio. I’ve heard that
sound before. It was a poor little bird
that could not tell that we have glass
and was attempting to fly into our
home. Guilt immediately rises in that
by now we should have taken mea-
sures to put up decals or some form of
large window coverings to prevent
such confusion and, in this case, loss
of life. I heard the Lord whisper to me
in His still small voice to get up and
check on the bird. It might be that I
was deeper in prayer at the time than
I had been in the past, so I was able
to hear the Lord clearly. “Get up and  red tuft of feathers towards the flag-
look,” He said, and so I did. It was a stone patio floor. Much like a heart-
young male Cardinal. Cardinals are ~ beat that is beating wildly one mo-
always buzzing around in winter =~ ment and then slowly digresses in
around our yard, zooming from one rhythm as it nears its final beat, his
bird feeder to the next, displaying the ~ tail slowed down and finally stopped.
joy for life that the Lord God created ~ My mind raced as to what I could do
them to exude. if anything. Nothing came to mind. He

At first, the young Cardinal flapped ~ froze in that position as I prayed that
his wings wildly as he tried to return ~ the Lord would remove any pain he
to flight, but he could not. Then he might be feeling. Tears streamed down
tipped his head topped with a bold >

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 — (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. — Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill

Donna Verwold Rita Tyson
President Secretary
325 Sunnyside St. 22015 Golden Cedar Dr.
Houston, TX 77076 Cypress, TX 77433
Cell: 713-553-5542 Cell: 713-899-8272
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my face. Prayers continued for mercy.
Nothing else came to mind. His little
head topped with a bold red tuft of
feathers was still tipping towards the
flagstone patio floor and his tail point-
ing upwards. Frozen.

A few moments later with an abrupt
burst of energy he popped up and
stood facing me. I prayed for a miracle,
but the Lord said “no.” It was time for
the little Cardinal to pass on from this
world. He did not move at all again.

Prayer is difficult. We are creatures
of flesh and bone with a propensity
for sin. We pray with limited knowl-
edge and mixed motives for an array
of situations. We pray for what we
think is best, but what if we prayed
with a loftier perspective? What if I
had prayed from a realistic vantage
point — that is that God is sovereign
over all and His decision in this little
Cardinal’s life is what I must pray for?

What if I edited what I recounted
about my prayer for the little bird to
read something like this:

The young Cardinal “froze in that
position as I thanked the Lord that He
is the One to be trusted with the life
of all creatures and people. I told the
Lord God that I was grateful that it is
His decision whether to heal the young

Cardinal or not. Cries poured from my
soul for the compassion of the Lord
to minimize whatever pain the little
guy was feeling. Tears streamed down
my face. Prayers continued for mercy...
I prayed for a miracle, and the Lord
said, “The miracle is this moment in
which you are speaking to me and
showing faith in me, trusting in my
judgment in the life of the little young
Cardinal. Now trust my judgment over
all matters in your life.”

“Trusting God’s judgment over all
matters in my life...”

The Lord’s words to me are still
swimming through my mind.

My mind immediately wants to cry
out in shallowness and despair:

“But I know what I’m looking at,
Lord! Why is this happening?”

Death, pain, and struggle come to
us all and will continue to do so until
we are in Heaven.

So what then are we to do now?

How do we proceed?

How do we begin to trust God with
all the uncertainty and devastation
that we face?

God sends a ray of light, AN AN-
SWER, from His Holy Word, as to
HOW and WHY TO TRUST HIS
JUDGMENT IN ALL THINGS!

queﬁeviﬂe Brethren Church

Worship on the
2nd and 4th Saturdays
10:00 a.m.

Rev. Mike Groseclose
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Chairman: Kent Laza (2017),
(979) 220-1957

Treasurer: Susan Marek (2021),

(512) 352-6165;
Marek1304@hotmail.com

Members:

Caldwell, TX 77836;
tami.laza@verizon.net

James Marek, Taylor (2017);
james@cnbt.net

Rick Weise, Wall (2017);
weise.rick@aol.com

Angie Labaj, (2019) Temple

Jennifer Chervenka, Ocker (2017),
(254) 983-1002;
jennchervenka@gmail.com

Ben Wilde, Ocker (2021)

HUS ENCAMPMENT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

1304 TH Johnson, Taylor, TX 76574;

Tami Laza, BCS (2015), 4913 FM 166,

The Encampment is governed by a Board
of Trustees of 8 members.

Terms: 2 years, may be re-elected/re-
appointed for a maximum of 4 terms or 8
years (Unity of the Brethren By-Laws,
Article X1V, Sec C, Par.4).

Non-Voting Appointments:

Programming Director: Amy Snelgrove
agsnelgrove@hotmail.com

Unity Youth Coordinator: Jennifer
Chervenka; jennchervenka@gmail.com;
(254) 983-1002

Facilities Manager: Alan Haisler,
haislera@ymail.com

Caretakers: Open

Synodical Committee Oversight:
Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, 3rd Vice-President

Hus Encampment Address: 3635 County
Rd. 225, Caldwell, TX 77836;
(979) 272-8176

Youth Director

(254) 913-1244

OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH

17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email: ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com
Phone: (254) 985-2240

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor
Dr. Brad Herridge
(254) 716-2578
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Jennifer Chervenka

jennchervenka@gmail.com

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 482-0498
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Austin — Bible Study at 10 AM
Worship at 11 AM.

— Rev. Linda Chandler

Bryan-College Station — Sunday School at
9:15 AM and Worship at 10:30 AM every
Sunday.

— Rev. Mark Sebek

Buckholts — Worship at 9 AM every
Sunday except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

— Rev. John Kueker

Caldwell - Come as you are! Sundays -
explore the Bible @ 9:30 AM (all ages);
KIDS CHOIR practices @ 10:15 AM; &
worship @ 10:30 AM! Every 1st & 3rd
Wednesday, join the fun @ Family
Game Night, 6-7:30 PM! Check out
lifeatcbc.org for spiritual resources,
events, videos, & more! Friend us on
Facebook!

— Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

Crosby — 9 AM: Worship
10 AM: Faith Adventure

— Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Dime Box — Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.
— Rhonda Johnson - Pulpit Supply

Fayetteville — Worship at 10:00 AM. on the
2nd and 4th Saturdays.

— Rev. Mike Groseclose

Good Shepherd Moravian — Worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

— Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger — Worship service Sundays,
10 AM. Bible Study Wednesdays,
5:30 PM.
— Judy Gotcher - Pulpit Supply

Houston — Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.
— Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

Industry — Worship at 5:00 PM on the
2nd, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays.

— Rev. Mike Groseclose

Nelsonville — Sunday School at 9 AM
Worship at 10:15 AM

— Rev. Michael Groseclose

New Beginnings (PO Box 163, Caldwell,
TX 77836) — A Home Mission Project
since 10/22/11 — Sunday School at
10:30 AM; Worship at 11:45 AM; Lunch
after the service.

— Rev. Kay Polasek

New Tabor — Sunday School at 9 AM &
Worship at 10 AM every Sunday, “Tune
Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

— Rev. David Johnson

Ocker — Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School at 9 AM every Sunday.
— Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge

Pasadena - Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
— Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Community Christian Church of Rosenberg —
Sunday: Adult Bible Study and Sunday
School for children at 9 AM; worship at
10:30 AM.
Wednesday: 5:30 PM Dinner; 6:30 PM
Bible Study.
— Pastor Ben Kruse

Seaton — Sunday, 9:15 AM — Prayer Gathering;
9:30 AM - Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM — Worship Celebration Service.

Wednesday, 6:30 PM - Kids’ and Adult
Bible Study.

— Rev. Denise Mikeska

Snook — Sunday School — 9:00 AM;
Worship — 10:15 AM.
— Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor — Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School 9 AM every Sunday with
free breakfast every 5th Sunday at 8:30
AM.; Friends Fellowship (seniors) 4th
Tuesday (except Nov. & Dec.) at 2 PM.

— Rev. James Hejl

Temple — Cross Church on Birdcreek —
Sunday School at 9:30 AM.; Worship at
10:45 AM.

— Rev. Tim Chaplin

Vsetin — A non-official member congregation
of the Unity of the Brethren — Worship at
10 AM every Sunday.

— Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday - Visiting Ministers

Wall — Sunday School (for all ages) at 9:30
AM; worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
Wednesday — Children’s Awanas, 5:30 PM.
— Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley — Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School follows.
— Rev. Michael Groseclose

West — Sunday School at 9 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
— Rev. Gerald Davis

Westheimer Community — Worship at
10:30 AM every Sunday.
— Pastor Lisa Johnson
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From the Book of the Prophet
Isaiah, chapter 55, in the Holy Bible:

“Ho, everyone who thirsts, come
to the waters; and you that have no
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy
wine and milk without money and
without price. Why do you spend
your money for that which is not
bread, and your labor for that which
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to
Me, and eat what is good, and delight
yourselves in rich food. Incline your
ear, and come to Me; listen, so that
you may live. I will make with you an
everlasting covenant, My steadfast,
sure love for David. See, I made him
a witness to the peoples, a leader and
commander for the peoples. See, you
shall call nations that you do not
know, and nations that do not know
you shall run to you, because of the
Lord your God, the Holy One of
Israel, for He has glorified you. Seek
the Lord while He may be found, call
upon Him while He is near; let the
wicked forsake their way, and the
unrighteous their thoughts; let them
return to the Lord, that He may have
mercy on them, and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon. For My
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor
are your ways My ways, says the

Lord. For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are My ways higher
than your ways and My thoughts than
your thoughts. For as the rain and the
snow come down from heaven, and
do not return there until they have
watered the earth, making it bring
forth and sprout, giving seed to the
sower and bread to the eater, so shall
my word be that goes out from my
mouth; it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I
purpose, and succeed in the thing for
which I sent it. For you shall go out in
joy, and be led back in peace; the
mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song, and all the
trees of the field shall clap their
hands. Instead of the thorn shall
come up the cypress; instead of the
brier shall come up the myrtle; and it
shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for
an everlasting sign that shall not be
cut off.”

What is the Prophet Isaiah teach-
ing us?

1) Call out to God and LISTEN.

2) REMIND YOURSELF that He is
higher than any thought or step you
take.

2>

Rev. Mark Sebek

Mailing Address:
P.0. Box 9283
College Station, TX 77842

BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION BRETHREN CHURCH
2650 Earl Rudder Freeway South
www.unityofthebrethren.org

Sunday School at 9:15 A.M.
Church at 10:30 A.M.
Off: 979-693-3606

email: papasebek@gmx.com

BRETHREN JOURNAL

March 2022/5



3) EXPECT that He is the only
One who can and will give you joy
and peace.

So, I stood there after calling out
to the Lord for mercy upon this young
Cardinal on my flagstone patio floor.
Then God whispered to me:

1) Will you listen to what [ have to
say?

2) Do you acknowledge that | AM
higher than any thought or step that
you take?

3) Are you trusting my judgment
in this? If you are, then joy and peace
will instantly fill you immeasurably.

What “young Cardinal” exists in
your life?

What is it that grieves you that
you have prayed to God to change?

There is no more suffering for that
young Cardinal.

God knows why he had to pass on.

God knows why certain struggles
must take place in our lives.

Could God be speaking these words
directly to you:

Will you listen to what I have to
say?

Do you acknowledge that I AM
higher than any thought or step that
you take?

Are you trusting my judgment in
this? If you are, then joy and peace
will instantly fill you immeasurably.

Will you believe Him?

Right With You,
Trusting God’s Judgment,
Sister Vanessa Mitchell

SPJST Annuities

A Retirement Income
You Can’t Outlive

Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity

Qualified and Non-Qualified
(Traditional and Roth IRAs)

5-Year Preferred Annuity
1-Year Annuity « 2-Year Annuity

o

Keep your family protected

Oy,

Ask about our life insurance

Insuring & Enriching Lives Since 1897
SPJST Home Office « 800-727-T578 + www.spjst.org
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She is preceded in death by her parents;
sister Georgia Navratil, and husband Louis
Kohutek, who passed away June 26, 2017.
Survivors are her daughter Karen Beeler and
husband Mike of Yukon, Okla; daughter
Donna McEntire and husband Larry of
Oscar; four grandsons; and three great-
grandchildren. Funeral services were held on
August 10, 2021, at Seaton Brethren Church
with Rev. Denise Mikeska officiating. Burial
was held privately in the Seaton Cemetery.

] GAEKE, GISELA HANNE-
LORE, 84, of Highlands,
Texas, passed away on
Sunday, October 31, 2021.
She was born on Decem-
ber 1, 1936, in Deep, Ger-
many, to parents Rudolf
Schmidt and Ella Runge
Schmidt, who preceded her in death along
with her beloved husband Wilbert “Sonny”
Gaeke; daughter Karen Gaeke; step-brother
Stepsol Schmidt; and baby sister Ingrid
Levy. Gisela was a long time, active member
of the Brethren Church, first attending
Pasadena Brethren for many years and later
joining Crosby Brethren Church. She loved
her church and church family dearly and
served on the Church Choir, participated in
meals for shut-ins, Christian Sisters, and the
Board of Elders. Gisela leaves behind to
cherish her memory her children Johnny
Gaeke and wife Lana, Becky Reeves and
husband CIiff; grandsons Robert Houston
LaFerney and wife Samantha, John J.W.”
Gaeke and fiance Dixie Goode; great-grand-
children Evelyn Laferney and Callie Grace
Laferney; sister Helga Hilliard; brother Jurgen
Schmidt and wife Ann, along with numerous
nephews, one niece, and her beloved church
family. A visitation for Gisela was held
Thursday, November 4, 2021, at Sterling-
White Funeral Home, Highlands, Texas.
Funeral services took place Friday, October
5, 2021, at Crosby Brethren Church with
internment at Sterling-White Cemetery. Serv-
ing the family as pallbearers was Robert
Laferney, John U.W” Gaeke, Frank McKay,
Jr., Bob Ward, Curt Roark, and Mike James.
Honorary pallbearers were Gisela’s nephews.

GRAVES, DARLENE D., 68 of Troy was born
on June 18, 1953, in Temple to Marion L. and
Leona (Motl) Bartlett. She died on December
5, 2021. Darlene retired after many years with
McLane and was a member of Seaton
Brethren Church. She is survived by her
husband Glenn; children Stephanie Stevenson
of Bedford, Aaron Graves and wife Colleen
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of Round Rock, and Emily Thurman and
husband Brandon of Denton, and 3 grand-
daughters. Darlene is also survived by her
brothers, M. L. Bartlett and wife Betty, and
Gaylon Bartlett; and sister Kay Schwank and
husband Ronald. She was preceded in
death by her parents and a brother, James
Bartlett. Services were held on December 9
at Seaton Brethren Church with Rev. Denise
Mikeska officiating.

MAREK, NELDA, 86 of Cameron was born on
June 6, 1935, in the Salem Community in
Milam County to Robert and Cleo Sypert
Glaser. She died on December 8, 2021.
Nelda was a 1954 graduate of C.H. Yoe High
School in Cameron. She married Edwin F.
Marek. She was a member of Seaton Breth-
ren Church. She was a homemaker. She was
preceded in death by a son, Edwin Marek,
Jr., in 2009. She is survived by her husband
Edwin; sons Donny Marek, Rodney Marek,
and Dennis Marek; daughter Beverly Daniels;
a brother, Franklin Glaser; a sister, Joyce
Hoff; 12 grandchildren and 4 great-grand-
children. Services were held on December 11
at Seaton Brethren Church with burial at
Seaton Cemetery. Rev. Denise Mikeska
officiated.

MICHALEWICZ, STEPHEN LYNN, 59, of Temple
was born on January 28, 1962, in McKinney
and adopted by Reuben and Naomi
Michalewicz. He died on October 28, 2021.
He graduated from Temple High School. He
attended Stephen F. Austin State University,
and received an associate degree in civil
engineering from TSTI/TSTC in Waco. After
graduation he worked on various construc-
tion projects ranging from roads and bridges
to schools and playgrounds. He was a
Christian. He is survived by his wife of 32
years, Kerry; a son, Colby; two daughters,
Shelby Michalewicz and Taylor Vaught; his
mother; a brother Larry Michalewicz, and five
grandchildren. Funeral services were held on
December 18 at Seaton Brethren Church
with Rev. Denise Mikeska officiating. Private
burial was held at the Sacred Heart Cemetery
in Lott.

ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service —
A Payne Family Tradition”
West, Texas
254/826-5321
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VITAL STATISTICS

NEW MEMBERS

EMERSON, CHRISTI, joined Seaton Breth-
ren Church on April 4, 2021.

HARTBARGER, BOBBIE, joined Seaton Breth-
ren Church on October 14, 2021.

KOSLOVSKY, ALBERT, joined Seaton Breth-
ren Church on October 21, 2021, by transfer
from Ocker Brethren Church.

KOSLOVSKY, PATSY, joined Seaton Brethren
Church on October 21, 2021, by transfer
from Ocker Brethren Church.

THOMPSON, JACKIE, joined Seaton Breth-
ren Church on October 24, 2021.

THOMPSON, JOHN, joined Seaton Brethren
Church on October 24, 2021.

RECENT BAPTISMS

GREEN, CALEB BRENT, was baptized at
Seaton Brethren Church on May 9, 2021.
Rev. Denise Mikeska officiated.

GREEN, COOPER JEROME, was baptized
at Seaton Brethren Church on May 9, 2021.
Rev. Denise Mikeska officiated.

GREEN, MASON KYLE, was baptized at
Seaton Brethren Church on May 9, 2021.
Rev. Denise Mikeska officiated.

RECENT DEATHS

AMOS, CHARLES D., SR., 83, Christian,
Husband, Father, Grandfather, and Master
Electrician, completed his final job on Satur-
day, September 4, 2021. He was born on a
farm near Cartersville, Georgia, to Charlie
Clifford Amos and Lula Chambers Amos on
December 7, 1937. He learned the meaning
of hard work and family values, having 4
brothers, a sister, and 11 half-brothers and
sisters. Charles came to Temple at the age
of 17, anxious to learn how to be an
electrician from his Uncle Tom Amos. He
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purchased Amos Electric Supply in 1968.
Charles was an active member of Seaton
Brethren Church, serving as Chairman of
the Board, and felt God called him to take
care of it and its members. He had been
there so long he knew every nook and
cranny of the old building and often worked
behind the scene to assure the church’s
success and continued restoration. Charles
is survived by his wife Roberta Amos; son
Charles Amos, Jr., his wife Whitney, and
grandchildren Carsen & Chip Amos; son
Joel Amos, his wife Jessica, and grandchil-
dren Elijah and Ameira Amos; stepdaughter
Neely Jones, spouse Paulino Castillo; and
brother Marshall Amos of Rome, Ga. Visita-
tion was held on September 9, 2021, at
Seaton Brethren Church and a Memorial
service was held on September 10, 2021, at
Seaton Brethren Church with Rev. Denise
Mikeska officiating.

CHLAPEK, MARK A., 59 of Temple was born
on December 22, 1960, to Edward Chlapek
and Martha Chlapek (Coleman) of Temple.
He died on June 6, 2020. He was loved and
cherished by many people including his
parents; his wife Crystal Shifflett of Temple;
and his siblings, sister Pam Tyroch and
husband Rodney, and brother Eddie Wayne
Chlapek and wife Karen of Temple. He was
also cherished by many nieces and neph-
ews. Burial was in Seaton Cemetery on June
12, 2020, with Rev. Denise Mikeska officiating.
KOHUTEK, RUTH HELEN (LESIKAR), 91, of
the Oscar community and a member of the
Seaton Brethren Church, died on August 5,
2021, after an excruciating battle with vascu-
lar disease. She was born on April 19, 1930,
to Rudolph and Millie Lesikar in Oscar, where
she lived nearly all her life. She married her
love, Louis Kohutek, on August 19, 1950.
After ten years, she decided to be a stay-at-
home mom to raise their two daughters. She
later began working at King’s Daughters
Hospital and Clinic where she worked 27
years. She has been a member of the Seaton
Brethren Church since childhood. She served
as a Christian Sister’s President for a num-
ber of years, was a member of the choir and
served in many other positions. She was a
member of SPJST Lodge 47 Seaton and
served as ticket chairman for many years,
and also served on the resolution commit-
tee. She had been an auxiliary volunteer at
King’s Daughters Hospital for many years.
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Hus and the Gathering Storm
- By Jim Pokorny

Utilizing his authority as synodi-
cal preacher, Jan Hus pressed forward
in his attempts to purify Church doc-
trine. Hus also continued exposing
the vices of the clergy. On October 18,
1407, Hus delivered a sermon to the
clergy based on Ephesians 6:14-15. It
was not well received. In fact, it led to
his dismissal from office. The clergy
and members of other ranks combined
their forces and moved against him.

Among his most powerful critics
was John the Iron, Bishop of
Leitomischl, who formally denounced
Hus by accusing him of disobedience
to the Church. The Bishop prohibited
Hus from preaching and placed an
interdiction on the city of Prague.
This interdiction resulted in the Church
suspending rites and services within
the city. No citizen of Prague would
receive Holy Communion or be buried
on church grounds for as long as Hus
continued his ministry. Attacking on
a secondary front, the Bishop ordered
the public burning of 200 volumes of
Wycliffe’s writings to be accompa-
nied by the simultaneous ringing of
church bells and singing.

Rome intensified the pressure on
Hus and appointed commissioners to
try him. In response, Prague selected
advocates to defend him. Adding to
the conflict, the papacy issued bulls
against Hus. In response, royal edicts
were submitted in his defense.
Throughout this period of chaos and
turmoil, Hus remained both firm and
committed. Utter confusion persisted
within both the Church and the state.
Three popes each claimed to be head
of the Church while three emperors
vied for supreme political power. As a
result, the Bohemian Reformation
thrived and expanded. The movement
would not likely have succeeded un-
der more peaceful circumstances.

The University of Prague also ex-
perienced momentous change. De-
spite the intentions of its founders,
German nations in the institution had
gained a three-vote majority to the
Bohemians’ solitary vote. The Bohe-
mian Doctors did not take this lying
down. They sought the assistance of
Nicholas von Lubkowic who was a
favored advisor to the King. This
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NEW TABOR BRETHREN CHURCH
2439 County Road 225 Caldwell, TX 77836
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008

Website: newtaborchurch.com
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We're not only a church. We're a
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David Johnson (979) 220-3822
pastordjbama@gmail.com

Facebook: New Tabor Church
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resulted in the King’s issuance of a
decree in January 1409 that com-
pletely reversed the situation. In one
sudden move, the Bohemian nation
possessed three votes to the foreign
nations’ singular vote. In response,
many German professors and thou-
sands of German students left Prague
in resentment. Animosity between
Germans and Bohemians intensified.

Thus far, the Bohemian Reforma-
tion had survived every confronta-
tional attempt to extinguish it. That
said, the events that followed could
have combined to result in its simply
fading away into the pages of history.
This began in July 1411 when the
Archbishop reconciled himself to both
Hus and the King. The ban on Hus
and the Interdiction were to be an-
nulled. All suits were to be dismissed.
All appeals were to be withdrawn. All
disputes were to be eliminated. Hus
consented to a public confession of
his faith nullifying any accusations of
heresy. Thus, the complete pacifica-
tion of the Church could be reported
to Rome. The Archbishop, however,
refused to uphold his end of the
bargain and died while enroute to
claim protection from King Sigismund.
His successor was far more con-
cerned with increasing his wealth
than he was in tackling any theologi-
cal issues.

Circumstances quieted. The gales
of controversy abated. But, like the
eye of a passing hurricane, this pe-
riod of calm would not last. The storm
would return to rage once more with
Hus at its epicenter. The sale of
indulgences and the execution of three
men who protested them would ignite
the fuse of controversy once more.

Hus would have to make a deter-
mined stand, and no doubt that stand
would be firmly grounded in truth.
Hus once said, “Seek the truth, hear
the truth, learn the truth, love the
truth, speak the truth, hold the truth
and defend the truth until death.” For
Hus understood that all truth was of
God, and it should therefore be treated
as such. The day would come when
Hus would willingly forfeit his life in
truth’s defense. One need only look
back to the verses upon which Hus
based his sermon to the clergy in
October 1407. Through these words
we see just how passionately commit-
ted Hus would remain in defending
truth. We also gain insight into his
conviction that truth, all truth, was of
God.

Ephesians 6:14-15 (NLT) — Stand
your ground, putting on the belt of
truth and the body armor of God’s
righteousness. For shoes, put on the
peace that comes from the Good News
so that you will be fully prepared.

To communicate with the Hus Encampment. ..
. . regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:

Kent Laza
4913 FM 166
Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 220-1957
Kent.laza@verizon.net

*This must be done well in advance.
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2022 Summer Camp Dates

ENCOUNTER ALPHA

Ages 7-9 years old Ages 10-11 years old
Camp Cost: TBA Camp Cost: TBA

Camp Date: June 21-23 Camp Date: June 26-30

PIONEER

Ages 12-13 years old
Camp Cost: TBA
Camp Date: July 17-22

DISCOVERY

Ages 14-15 years old
Camp Cost: TBA

Camp Date: June 12-17

CHALLENGER

Ages 16-19 years old
Camp Cost: TBA
Camp Date: July 10-15

HUS SCHOOL

In-depth Leadership Program
Ages 16-Adult

Cost: TBA

Date: Not Held in 2022

For more information about the Hus School Encampment go to:
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would
like to include in this listing? Please send activity information
including a contact name, phone number, and/or email address to
the Brethren Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com.
Information must be received by the first day of the month
immediately preceding the month of publication.

TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH

Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas — 512-352-6423
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
Church email: taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15a.m.

Pastor Board President
James D. Hejl Daniel Knippa
512-365-6890 512-844-0208

Secretary
Mary Kokes
M-Th 8 a.m.-noon
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Schedule and Details of Upcoming
Unity Activities
March 2, 2022 — Season of Lent/Ash Wednesday

March 19, 2022 — Spring Synodical Committee Meeting at the
Hus Encampment — 9 a.m.; refreshments served at 8 a.m. with a light

lunch served at noon. If you have any questions, contact Dr. Larry
Koslovsky, 713-594-4518.

April 18, 2022 — Resurrection Sunday/Easter

April 30, 2022 — Christian Sisters’ Convention at the Hus
Encampment, Caldwell. Registration begins at 8:30 AM (a light
breakfast will be served). Morning Worship Service and Communion
will be at 9:30 AM. Lunch will be served (Free Will donation), and after
lunch will be a Memoiral Service. For those wishing to spend the night
at the camp, it will be avilable starging 5 PM Friday, April 29, 2022.

Save the Dates...

July 9-10, 2022 — BYF Retreat and Volleyball Tournament at the
Hus Encampment. Be looking for more information coming in Spring
2022.

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas
P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas (Retired)
Cell: 325-656-8558
Home: rev.tjit@gmail.com
Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com
www. WallBrethrenChurch.net

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary
Lance LaBedelle Position Vacat Libby Lane

325-227-9900 Tu-F: 8:30am.-1:30 p.m.
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In Christ’s Love . . . from the Foreign
Mission Fields

From Carolyn Groseclose
February 8, 2022

Dear Friends,

The last few months have been
slow. Covid hit New Day on two sepa-
rate occasions. Our area of Zambia
has been hit with heavy rains and
thunderstorms. Because of the rains
and storms, we would go without
electricity for a day or two. Also, the
bridge would wash out and we would
not be able to cross to go to Choma.

But the Lord is forever faithful,
and we know that He is with us each
and every moment.

Even though things have been
slow, we keep busy. This past Novem-
ber our Grade 7 class wrote their
examinations for Grade 8 and passed
with flying colors. Grade 6 class wrote
the same exam for practice, and they
too passed with flying colors. The
boarding school allowed them to skip
Grade 7 and enter into Grade 8 with
the other students. We now have 18
students in boarding school ranging
from Grade 8 to Grade 12. Of course,

this does not count the children from
Pre-K to Grade 6 here at New Day.

We then had a Birthday Party for
Jesus as well as those with birthdays
in December. Christmas Eve was a
challenge for the adults. There was a
major thunderstorm during the night.
Many electrical poles were knocked
down, about five fell into the river. Now
remember, Zambia has only one elec-
tric company. So, we did not have
power until late Christmas Eve. Cook-
ing was a challenge. There are only
two gas cooking stoves. One of them
is in the “Ark”. Ask John Brinkley
about the Ark. The other one is at
Wes and Laurie Wilcox’s house. We
were able to have a very nice dinner,
but again it was a challenge.

Life here is unique. It is wonderful.
Hearing the children as they work and
play is amazing. God Is Good All The
Time and All The Time, God Is Good.

Blessings to all from Zambia.
Teacher Carolyn
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(254)778-8759
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m,
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Cross CHurcH on Birbcreek
2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502
email: ccb@crosschurchonbirdcreek.org
https://www.crosschurchonbirdcreek.org

Rev. Tim Chaplin
(254) 718-6094
tpch4359@gmail.com

BRETHREN JOURNAL

March 2022/9



From the Kozack’s

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

First, let us greet you in the Holy
Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We
also send you our warm greetings
from cold Moravia!

In the beginning of our report let
us say what a privilege it is to share
with you how our Father God is using
Stania and me in the Czech Republic/
Moravia. Very humbly saying it is
really a big Grace of God to be His
ministers and share His Love and
Good News in the Gospel among the
people.

Praise God, we are so happy to say
that we had THREE professions of
faith last year! Three young people
did open their hearts to the Lord
Jesus in the faith and trust to be
saved. We provided regular Bible
study meetings for them too. It is very
good that there are many kids around
them, and each could hear the gospel
and be ministered to by Stania and
me.

This is our main ministry goal, to
serve and minister to the kids and
adults (parents) in our location. We
praise Father God for the privilege to
do this ministry. Most of the time we

are just outside somewhere in the
parks, where are many kids also with
parents. Great opportunity to share
the Gospel with them! In the time from
the spring to the autumn we are
ministering up to 20+ kids together
with some adults.

For your better understanding about
the kids’ ministry, let us say this: All
the kids are from unbelieving and
divorced families. No Christian par-
ents. So, when they come for a first
time to the “club” as we call it, they
know zero about Lord Jesus, and
because they do trust us, many times
they share with us their problems and
sorrows rather than with their par-
ents. They see us many times like
their “second” parents.

In our last newsletter I shared with
you about our little Michaela. She
came to the club when she was 5. She
is a very sweet girl with a wonderful
heart for the Lord. But as I mentioned
before, her family is unbelieving, with
many pains. Last year a baby boy was
born into the family with a Mongolia
disease. The father is just a boyfriend
of the mother. And because of his bad
acting (criminal) he just went to the
prison for three years.

The mother and mainly Michaela

(979) 272-1624

SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH

9882 FM 2155/P.0. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878
Church Phone — (979) 272-3303

COME WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School — 9:00 AM; Worship — 10:15 AM
Bible Study — Each Tuesday, 9:00-10:00 AM

Pastor Board of Elders President  Youth Directors
Rev. Joseph Polasek Yvonne Kovar Randall & Jonna See
P.O. Box 54 P.O. Box 66 P.O. Box 345
Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878

(979) 219-0375

(979)272-8179
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Ask the following questions:
* What kind of job did Matthew have?
 How did people feel about Matthew?
 How do you get a ticket to follow Jesus?2
e Why is it important to follow Jesus?2
» Is there anyone God does not love or want to save?

Name Train
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Materials: Train picture, construction paper, Life Saver
Candies, cotton balls, markers

Directions: Give each child a
train engine picture (see above
for an example) and a train car
for each letter of their name.
Have children decorate their
trains. Add cotton balls for
puffs of smoke and Life Saver
candies for the wheels.

Train Tickets

Materials: Train ticket outline,
markers, glitter, jewels, etc.
Decorate Train tickets. Write
John 14:6 on the tickets.
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Matthew Follows Jesus

The Ticket
Materials: A ticket (plane or train)

Ask if anyone has traveled by plane or train. Did you go
through security? What do you need to travel? Lead children to
answer, a ticket.

If you travel by train or plane, you have to have a ticket. They
will not let you on the plane or train without a ticket.

God wants us to ride with Jesus. He wants us to have Jesus on
our journey with us through life. The tickets didn’t come cheap!
But Jesus already paid our our tickets! Does anyone know how
Jesus purchased our tickets? Jesus died on the cross. God
wants us all to accept our ticket and ride with Jesus. If we
accept, we'll experience the life that comes from knowing
Jesus and eternal life in Heaven. The Ticket has been bought
and you are invited to ride with Jesus!

Give each child a ticket that says “Ride with Jesus”.

Matthew Gets On Board

Scripture: Matthew 9:9-13 The Calling of Matthew

Read: The story of Matthew (Matthew 9:9-13)

Explain: Matthew was one of the disciples. He also wrote the
gospel of Matthew. However, Matthew was not very well liked.
He was a tax collector. That meant he was probably greedy and
charged people too much in taxes. This made people ask Jesus
why he was hanging out with sinners. Jesus explained that He
offered new life. No matter what your sin or past, you have a
ticket to ride. Just like Matthew, you can follow Jesus!
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are really down and devastated. This
is why Michaela loves to be with us,
with the Word of God, with God’s
Peace in Christ.

Of course, all the kids who are
attending the club regularly know the
Biblical stories spoken by Lord Jesus
very well. Also, we do study all parables
with them and are having explana-
tions for them what it means for each
of us. Their faith is growing. It is very
important that they know the Gospel.
They then speak about their faith
with their parents and with their school
mates. They know what Lord Jesus
did for them on the Cross.

Of course, we have many, many
fun activities with them. Like work-
shops, paintings, drama, trips, sports,
etc. If a kid has a birthday, we always
buy a present for him/her, together
with a cake and with some sweets.
Their parents are always welcome!

In this year we already started
guitar classes or lessons for the kids.
We found some suitable guitars and
they already had a first lesson! They
have learned some simple chords and
Stania will try to play some simple
Christian songs soon!

The next BIG PART of our ministry
is sharing the Gospel among the young

people and among the students in
Olomouc. In Olomouc there is a big
university and many high schools. I
think about 30,000+ students! We
have our mission team (four of us)
and we do regular mission ministry
among them. We do share the Gideon
Bibles with them too.

Also, we pray and minister in some
other surroundingd places near us.
Very often we do travel to Luhacovice
city (near Zlin) where there are many
patients who takes their procedures
in the local spa. For us it is a great
privilege to share the Gospel with
them during their rest in parks. Itis a
very nice ministry.

Our next ministry city is Brno. It is
a huge city in the south of Moravia
with many, many unsaved people who
need to hear about Lord Jesus.

We minister to the students in
Trinec/Silesia/North Moravia. Stania’s
parents are living nearby, so it is
always very nice to go to the main
square, where big groups of young
people are killing their time. To share
the Gospel with all of them takes
hours many times. Great is that they
have lots of questions and like to talk
about God.
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The Community Christian Church
of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road
Rosenberg, TX 77471
(832) 449-3358

Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Eve. 5:30 PM
Prayer Service and Bible Study

Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping Neighbors
Since 1914~

« Service all Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

« Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged Funerals

* Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans

Bellville Sealy Wallis
865-3121  885-3535 478-6311
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Also, we minister by encourage-
ment to the believers in Decin/North
Bohemia. There is a nice mission
group of believers who share the
Gospel on a DAILY basis with
unbelievers.

Our next mission area is in Dresden/
Germany. There is a diaspora (disper-
sion) with many Czech people and
some of them are Christians. And
because they do not know the Ger-
man language well, they have a prob-
lem to find a suitable church. They are
learning how to be sound Lord’s
disciples. Because most of them know
Stania and me very well, they are
always very happy when we are about
to come and have very nice time
together in Christ. Our Lord is always
preparing somebody who is open and
willing to trust to the Lord and be
baptized! Of course, we do minister to
them online with encouragement and
with some teaching.

We also cooperate with a Brethren
Church locally on the Food Bank.

They do organize food collections in
local supermarkets to collect as much
as possible food for the needy ones.
If we are well, we always go and
minister with them.

We are extremely grateful to Father
God in Christ Jesus that we are still
OK, we are WELL and healthy, and
that we still can minister in this crazy
Covid time. Those TWO last years
were very difficult for us! Huge re-
strictions, fear of the parents to send
the kids to the club, so many sick
people, many died.

We just humbly PRAY, and we do
TRUST to the Lord Jesus that one
day all things will go back to normal.
We HOPE!

We trust the Lord and we do PRAY
and FAST for this year. We really
wish to see that people are MORE
OPEN for the Lord Jesus as their
Savior. The spiritual situation in Czech
Republic is very bad!

Our dear Beloved Brothers and
Sisters, let us say our BIG and HUMBLE

Reyv. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com
(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH

401 South. Main Street
979).:567-7203

Churchemail:- lifeatcbc@protonmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Come as you are ...

Sunday School
9:30AM

Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays
10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship
10:30AM

Friend us on Facebook!
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Sunday School Helper

Jesus answered, | am
the way and the truth
and the life. No one
comes to the Father
except through me.
John 14:6

Sin keeps us from God. But God sent Jesus to fix
that. Jesus died on the cross and rose from the
dead for us. He became our way, our ticket to
heaven, when we put our faith in Jesus. Jesus
wants us On Board! He wants us to follow Him!
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been a huge blessing to our ministry.
We are extremely thankful and grate-
ful for your generosity and faithful-
ness to our ministry. We are working
hard to get new social media posts
out at least every week now that our
internet is back up and running in the
village. I understand that Covid has
affected the Unity as well, and we
recognize that. We humbly ask the
board to consider our ministry this
year. We have always been willing to
receive what is in the heart of all our
donors. Our budget for 2022 is $29,720.
That includes:

Rent: $9,220
Food: 6,000
Gas/car: 2,160
Ministry: 2,400
Travel (US and documents): 6,500
Education: 2,000
Communication: 1,440

We have been living in Juquila for
eight years now. Our ability to share
Jesus grows every year that we are
here. People seek us out for spiritual
advice and every other type of advice
as well. The seeds are planted, and we
are seeing some begin to sprout. Pray
for Nahum to keep growing in Christ
and that he may bring alongside him
others that we have been trying to
reach over the years. Our goal has
always been to bring a church to
Juquila from within its own people.
We are getting closer to that goal.
Blessings to all of you and thank you
for your support. We will see you
soon!

Blessings,
Phil Raiford
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Membership
Benefits

 Life Insurance

« Annuities

« Family Activities

« Community Involvement
» Youth Activities and Camp
« Scholarships

Insuring & Enriching Lives

A fraternal benefit society

serving Texans
and their families

Call us if you have questions
about naming your church
or a Unity of the Brethren

agency as a beneficiary
in an existing or new

SPJST insurance certificate.

SPJST
520 NorthMain Street
Temple, Texas 76501
(800) 727-7578
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THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH for
your kindness, prayers, love, friend-
ship, open hearts, and mainly for your
FINANCIAL SUPPORT, which means
so, so much for us.

Thanks to you and your generous
support we can continue, we can go
“ahead” in the ministry. We humbly
pray for you, for your Families, for
your dear Churches and Members.
BIG, BIG THANK YOU that you still
do remember the Czech/Moravian
heritage and roots through your love,
ministry, and support.

May our Lord Jesus Christ richly
bless each of you abundantly! Hum-
bly with Love and Prayers,

Yours, Pavel and Stania Kozak

From the Raiford’s
January 29, 2022

Hello, I hope all of you are having
a good start to the new year. It has
been really cold here. As I write this,

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens
And so fulfill the Law of
Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID
SOCIETY

Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President
Daniel Vojtek, Vice-President
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. & Jr. Dept.
Secretary, 979-589-2012
Ruth Ann Wuensche, Treasurer
Dorothy Hinson, Board Member
Ann Sebesta, Board Member
Synodical Liaison: Lance LaBedelle,
2nd Vice President

I am wearing a jacket and wool socks
to keep warm. We are looking forward
to our visit this summer with you all,
but for now we have an update on the
last few months.

First, Covid has turned our world
upside down for sure. One of the
major issues we have dealt with is
that our children are still not in school.
Eunice and I are not naturally gifted
teachers for young kids, and it has
been stressful teaching our kids from
home and maintaining our ministry
duties. Oaxaca does not have plans to
return to classes until possibly next
year. We have been making it work
and are getting used to the new
schedule. Also, alongside Covid we
have had an unusual amount of rain
this past year which made travel even
more difficult. The dirt roads outside
of town frequently collapsed and we
were stuck in the village for months at
a time. Thankfully, we thought ahead

>

FOREIGN MISSIONS BOARD

Chairman:
David Miller (2015), Wall; cell 325-245-
5616, dm103157@wcc.net

Unity Representatives:

John Brinkley (2021), Ocker

Paula Wagner (2015), Taylor; 512-996-
8846, paulak1121@sbcglobal.net

Arnold Cuba (2015), Taylor; 512-247-
8019, arcuba188@yahoo.com

Erin Brinkley (2015), Ocker;
erinbrinkley@yahoo.com

Alan Haisler (2019), BCS
Daniel Vojtek (2019), BCS

Synodical Committee Liaison (1st VP):
Rev. Joe Emerson

Advisors:
Rev. Lawrence & Barbara Junek (Unity
at large)
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because of Covid and had bought
large amounts of medicine for pos-
sible Covid surges. Those surges did
not come to our town until this fall.

September saw a big wave of cases
(the first we had seen) and tore through
our village. Eunice was flooded with
patients because the government clin-
ics were not seeing Covid patients
out of fear, and private clinics that are
hours away were charging extreme
amounts to see patients. Only rich
people were being treated at those
hospitals, costing thousands of Ameri-
can dollars for a short stay. She was
left with the entire burden of treating
patients from Juquila and the other
surrounding villages. Eunice was ex-
tremely courageous and treated all
the people who came to our clinic. Of
all the people she treated, none of
them died. She had been talking to
other doctors about treatments and
we had found what works. She per-
sonally treated over 25 patients old
and young. She was out all hours of
the day and night checking up on
patients because they could not leave
their houses. Eunice worked tirelessly
for this community, and we are ex-
tremely proud of her. In our village
only four people died of Covid, all of
whom were older and refused treat-
ment. Eunice and I were finally fully
vaccinated in November with the Astra
Zeneca vaccine (mostly used in Eu-

MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS BOARD
(2021-2023)

Rev. Whitney Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)
Rev. Charles Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)
Rev. Tim Chaplin
Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

rope). It was the only one available to
us.

Our ministry has had to adapt as
well during the last year. Like every-
one, we had to meet in smaller family
gatherings and try to do more things
outside. Eunice has become a great
comforter to many families, encourag-
ing them through this tough time of
illness. I have been able to continue
work with my friends because all of
them work outside already. This past
year has been some of the most
fruitful times in a long while. God has
really blessed me with a great friend
and disciple named Nahum. Since we
met it has been amazing to see how
and why God brought us together. Not
only did Nahum ask God to meet me,
but put on his heart to serve others in
the same way our ministry works to
serve this community. He has had a
vision to create a cattle ranch that
works differently than the traditional
ones here in Oaxaca. He comes from a
ranching family, but his family has
always rejected his new ideas. I have
been working for years helping de-
velop new ways for people to do jobs
that already exist. Some have worked
and others have not, but now I have
a disciple that looked for me and my
knowledge without knowing that de-
veloping new businesses was my
passion and ministry. God is good! We
have been working together for the
last nine months and things are going
great. Every day working together, we

GRANGERNATIONAL

BANK
Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas
www.grangernationalbank.com
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share about trusting God and putting
our faith in Him. Nahum shares my
ministry vision in making this busi-
ness a place where young men can
come to work, learn about God, and
provide for their family. We both want
this ranch to be an example of the
community and share in its
blessings. His heart is open to God
and he is sharing that with his family
and with the young men we work
with. This year we also expect to see
our work on the ranch grow. We have
a network of about 6 men who work
on and off for us, and this year we
would like to see at least two of them
work with us full time. I have found
that to reach men you must work
alongside them, and we are creating a
business that can grow with others
and allows for a lot of discipleship
time. Over the years we have seen
that there is no better way to disciple
in these villages than by working with
men in their field of work. Where else
do you get eight hours of time with
people to share Christ and show them
how Christian men speak and act. We
are able to meet so many people
doing this kind of work: farmers, field
workers, cattle distributors, and all
types of retailers for supplies. Our
attitude and Christian nature do not
go unnoticed. I am thankful for Nahum
and his serious commitment to bring-
ing this vision of a truly Christian life
to reality here in Juquila. He will make
a great leader for his people one day.

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.
Hallettsville, Texas 77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals
Phone 361-798-3271

As we say often, everything we do,
we do for the Lord!

2022 will hopefully look more nor-
mal than the past couple of years.
Right now, we are securing all of the
documents needed to travel to the US
and see all of you in person. Eunice is
waiting on her visa, and we still need
to renew passports for the kids. Ev-
erything in government has been
backed up and we are still waiting on
just getting an appointment. We have
been calling for the last few months
and they just keep telling us to call
back. We really want to visit you all
this summer since it will have been
three years since our last visit. We
trust in God that all our travel plans
will work out. However long it takes,
we will see you in 2022.

Eunice and I are also working on a
cooking ministry, where we cook food
and teach others how to cook and sell
that food in the village. It is a fun
ministry for us, and it gives practical
skills to our neighbors. So far, we are
doing pizzas, Chinese rice, and cheese-
burgers. Everyone loves our Chinese
rice. Our kids are also out selling Jell-
O and cupcakes to make a little extra
money. It is never too early to learn
good principles about money and
hard work.

Our budget has not changed in the

last few years. The Unity has always
>

MINISTERS BENEFITS COMMITTEE

Rev. James D. Hejl, Chair

Liz Ripple, Executive Sec./Treas.

Members: Rev. Mike Groseclose,
Rev. Tim Chaplin, & Rev. Joe
Emerson

Synodical laison — Lance LaBedelle
(2nd VP)

Ex-officio: Rev. Dr. Larry Koslovsky
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