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Annie! Annie! Are You Okay?
By Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

Long ago, when I was in high 
school, with a very big classic 
1980s hairstyle and a neon pink 
purse, one of the objectives in 
my driver’s education class 
was to master CPR techniques.  
At the time, CPR was a dif-
ferent ballpark. There was no 
CPR mouth barrier to protect 
you from the other person’s 
germs. The coach who taught 
the course may or may not 
have instructed us to wipe the 
mouth of the mannequin upon 
which we practiced CPR. The 
mannequin was named Annie. 
For whatever reason, naming a 
mannequin made us giggle and 
crack jokes, but in hindsight, it 
did help us see that this would 
be something that we might 
one day perform on a real per-
son. The script I had to follow 
each time as I practiced CPR 
began with: “Annie! Annie! 
Are you okay?” Decades lat-
er, unfortunately, I remember 

nothing else except for tilting 
the person’s head and pinching 
their nose before I give rescue 
breaths. I completely forgot 
about the chest compressions! 
Yes. I reviewed the CPR steps 
as I wrote this, thankfully!   

All of this led me to ponder 
how God resuscitates us. You 
or I can follow steps to revive 
a person that may or may not 
work. God, however, always 
brings to life whomever He de-
termines and whatever He has 
planned. He is sovereign. Our 
Creator has total control over 
all of life and death. Rather 
than bend to the temptation to 
sin and say: “Well then, what’s 
the point, if nothing I do mat-
ters?” Bend to the truth that 
God created you in His image, 
as one of His treasured pos-
sessions in all this world, to do 
His work in His power. What a 
glorious purpose in life!!! The 

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 - (713) 864-6707
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Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill
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President
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Houston, TX 77076
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Secretary

22015 Golden Cedar Dr.
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Fayetteville Brethren Church

Worship on the 

2nd, 3rd, and 4th 

Saturdays

10:00 a.m.

Rev. Mike Groseclose

FayettevilleBrethrenChurch.org

Lord of life and death, the One 
who has the only authority in 
this world to raise up and bring 
down, has raised you up to live 
out His loving plan for you in 
His arms. Of course, we know 
that there are countless strug-
gles in this life. Jesus talks 
about it and shares His encour-
agement with us. He says: “I 
have told you these things, so 
that in me you may have peace. 
In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.” (John 
16:33) What does it mean that 
Jesus has overcome this world 
that we see each day in such 
a fl ux? God the Father gave 
His only Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that whoever believes 
in Him should not die but have 
eternal life, face-to-face in His 
glory in Heaven. Whatever 
struggle we have in this world, 
the Lord Jesus knows, and He 
is your Strength from one situ-
ation to the next. What is more, 
the Lord Jesus is awaiting you 
in Heaven! 

The Lord Jesus wants you The Lord Jesus wants you 

to be more than okay and to be more than okay and 
has the power to “resuscitate has the power to “resuscitate 
you” so that you are living in you” so that you are living in 
peace and not “hanging by a peace and not “hanging by a 
bare thread.” HOW? 

1. Jesus “resuscitates” you 
with His words of life and peace 
and healing from the Holy Bi-
ble. You need the words in the 
Bible. They are alive and food 
for the soul.

2. Jesus “resuscitates” you 
with friends and family who 
love Him and carry you through 
with their faithful prayers. 
You need to be plugged into 
a church. Forget about the 
“hypocrites” rant. Church is 
a group of real people who 
know they need God and each 
other to make it through victo-
riously in this life.

3. Jesus “resuscitates” you 
most of all with His literal 
Presence. You need to talk to 
God every day. The truth is 
that we make time for things 
that we want to do. The more 
you reach out to Him, the bet-
ter you get at being able to 
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recognize and hear His voice. 
Romans 4 tells of Abraham’s 

“hope against hope.” God 
promised Abraham that He 
would make him the “father of 
many nations,” with descend-
ants as numerous as the stars, 
and yet he found himself at 
99 years of age with his wife 
Sarah who was way past child-
bearing age, and THEY DID 
NOT GIVE UP HOPE IN THE 
LORD. Abraham and Sarah 
may have appeared to the on-
looker as hanging by a bare 
thread, but they did not see it 
that way.

The Apostle Paul’s Letter to The Apostle Paul’s Letter to 
the Romans, chapter 4, verses the Romans, chapter 4, verses 
17-25, in the Holy Bible:17-25, in the Holy Bible:

“As it is written, ‘I have 
made you the father of many 
nations’—in the presence of 
the God in whom he believed, 
who gives life to the dead 
and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist. Hop-
ing against hope, Abraham 
believed that he would become 
‘the father of many nations,’ 
according to what was said, ‘So 

numerous shall your descend-
ants be.’ He did not weaken in 
faith when he considered his 
own body, which was already as 
good as dead (for he was about 
a hundred years old), or when 
he considered the barrenness 
of Sarah’s womb. No distrust 
made him waver concerning 
the promise of God, but he 
grew strong in his faith as he 
gave glory to God, being fully 
convinced that God was able 
to do what he had promised.
Therefore his faith ‘was cred-
ited to him as righteousness’ 
Now the words, ‘it was cred-
ited to him, were written not 
for his sake alone, but for ours 
also. It will be credited to us 
who believe in him who raised 
Jesus our Lord from the dead, 
who was handed over to death 
for our sins and was raised for 
our justifi cation.” 

“Annie! Annie! Are you 
okay?” 

That CPR script from the 
driver’s education class still 
rings in my mind. 

g



BRETHREN JOURNAL6 / November 2022

New Tabor Brethren Church
2439 County Road 225, Caldwell, TX 77836

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008

Website: newtaborchurch.com   Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m.    Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We’re a fel-New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We’re a fel-New
lowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David Johnson   (979) 220-3822
pastorjdbama@gmail.com

The Lord Jesus wants you to 
be more than okay and has the 
power to “resuscitate you” so 
that you are living in peace and 
not “hanging by a bare thread.” 

Take Him up on His offer. 
 You are in the Presence of 

God whether you believe it or 
not. 

Perhaps you have just forgot-
ten because your struggles are 
past the full line on your jar. 

God is the One who gives life 
to the dead. 

God is the One who calls into 
existence the things that do not 
exist. 

Hope against hope. 
Hope with a capital “H” is 

Hope in the One who never 
disappoints- the Lord Jesus 

Christ, the One who gave His 
life for you that you and I may 
have eternity face-to-face with 
Him in Heaven in His perfect 
peace and JOY!!! 

Today, do not allow distrust; 
talk with God. 

Today, do not waver; ask a 
friend to pray for you to stand 
strong. 

Today, cling tight to a prom-
ise from God in the Bible. 

Today, be fully convinced 
that the Lord Jesus Christ IS 
FULLY ABLE TO CARRY 
YOU THROUGH YOUR 
STRUGGLE! 

The One who suffered on 
the Cross and died and rose, 
conquering the power of death 
over you, is calling you to live 
abundantly NOW, TODAY! 

Pause long enough to pray:Pause long enough to pray:
“Jesus, breathe Your life 

into me, so that I can live for 
You.”

Being Resuscitated by Jesus 
Each Day, Right With You, 

 Sister Vanessa Mitchell 

MINISTERS BENEFITS COMMITTEE

Rev. James D. Hejl, Chair
Liz Ripple, Executi ve Sec./Treas.
Members: Rev. Mike Groseclose,

Rev. Tim Chaplin, & Rev. Joe Emerson
Synodical Liason - Lance LaBedelle

(2nd VP)
Ex-offi  cio: Rev. Dr. Larry Koslovsky
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Hus: A Legacy Forged in Exile
By Jim Pokorny

The exile of Jan Hus contin-
ued. From his writings during 
this period of exile, we gain bet-
ter insight into his convictions 
regarding predestination, faith, 
justifi cation, and the sacraments. 
The view Hus held differed from 
that of later Reformers. Hus did 
not see justifi cation as a deliber-
ate act of God, but rather as an 
intuitive event in man brought 
about by his faith. 

Whereas some considered 
Justifi cation, sanctifi cation, 
faith, and love as distinct and 
separate, Hus perceived these in 
combination. To put it simply, 
grace produces faith. This faith 
produces a new, religious, and 
moral life within man. With re-
newed strength, man loves both 
God and his fellow man. It then 
follows that man performs good 
works - “If there is no time to do 
good works, faith alone is suf-
fi cient, as is shown by the mal-
efactor on the cross. But if there 

is time, then not faith alone, and 
not works alone, but both to-
gether are necessary for salva-
tion and justifi cation.”

For Hus, the Church consisted 
of both sheep and goats just as 
stated in Matthew 25. The true 
Church, by contrast, is composed 
of those so predestined by an 
omniscient God. No human en-
tity or organization could make 
one a part of it. Christ was the 
head of the true Church. Christ 
was also its foundation, not Pe-
ter or the Popes. Hus held that 
Christ was the rock upon which 
the true Church was built and in 
which every Christian may en-
gage in spiritual work. Peter is 
the Church that has received the 
keys to the kingdom of heaven. 
By this, the clergy was empow-
ered to preach and administer 
the sacraments. Hus, in contrast 
to the papacy in Rome, did not 
believe that Christ made Peter 

g

To communicate with the HUS Encampment...
...regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact: 

Kent Laza
4913 F.M. 166

Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 220-1957

Kent.laza@verizon.net
    *� is must be done well in advance.
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pope. Moreover, Peter never 
claimed this. In the view of Hus, 
a single man could not be con-
sidered the head of the Church 
spread across the known world 
because he was, unlike Christ, 
both mortal and fallible.

Hus also believed that lay 
people, like the clergy and civ-
il authorities, have rights and 
privileges within the Church. 
Hus believed that civil authori-
ties should help the lay people 
secure those rights so that they 
too might be heard. Considering 
the age in which Hus lived, this 
viewpoint was quite remarkable. 
He also believed that humble 
ministers should be allowed to 
preach and that no man, not even 
the Pope, had a right to prevent 

this. And, as he demonstrated 
consistently in his own case, Hus 
believed that an excommunicat-
ed minister should be allowed to 
preach until suffi cient grounds 
for his excommunication were 
established. Hus, just one week 
prior to his martyrdom, wrote a 
letter to Hawlik who oversaw 
Bethlehem Chapel. Hus closed 
this letter with “Preach the Word 
of God.”

As for the sacraments, Hus 
recognized seven. Among these 
was the Lord’s Supper. It is not 
surprising that Hus believed in 
transubstantiation, the belief that 
the elements were transformed 
into the body and blood of Christ 
at consecration. Unlike some of 

Seaton BC Christian Sisters Bake Sale
The Seaton Brethren Church Christian Sisters will host 

their annual bake sale/quilt show fundraiser on Saturday, No-
vember 5, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the church, 
12561 State Highway 53, Temple (Seaton).  

Kolaches, cakes, pies, cookies, jellies, pecans, home-made 
canned goods & chicken dressing will be available for sale.  

Pre-orders for chicken dressing only are being taken up 
to October 15.  Call (254) 718-5356 or (254) 913-6054 to 
pre-order. Dressing is to be picked up at the church the day 
of the fundraiser.  

Sandwiches and home-made soup will be available for sale.  
A Re-Sale shop of gently used items will be open.  
A handmade quilt and gift cards from businesses will be 

given away for a love donation of $1.00 per ticket or 6 tick-
ets for $5.00.  

Proceeds from the fundraiser benefit the many projects the 
Christian Sisters support.  

The fundraiser is free and open to the public.
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his contemporaries who claimed 
that transubstantiation resulted 
from their power, Hus believed 
that it was God who brought 
about this transformation. In 
addition, Hus believed that this 
sacrament was for the benefi t of 
the one partaking and was thus 
united with Christ. As for pen-
ance, Hus believed that God 
alone had the power to forgive 
sin through the merit of Christ. 
He also held that both sincere 
confession and contrition of the 
heart were essential qualities in 
the one seeking forgiveness.

It would not be long before the 
journey of Hus would take him to 
Constance and the stake beyond 
it. But in examining his views 
and his doctrine, it should come 
as no surprise that Hus profound-
ly infl uenced the Ancient Unity 
of the Brethren. It therefore fol-
lows that the ancient Unity, be-

lieving themselves disciples of 
Hus, preserved that infl uence. 
This is especially true when their 
discipline and their belief that 
faith must be completed in love 
are considered. Compared with 
their contemporaries, the ancient 
Brethren placed greater empha-
sis on orthopraxy (right action) 
than on orthodoxy (right belief). 
They also believed that during 
the Lord’s Supper they were all 
sharing in the community of the 
body and blood of Christ. They 
believed that they were united in 
Christ through faith just as was 
promised in John 6:56.

Thankfully, the doctrine, 
views, and the writings of Hus 
have withstood the test of time. 
And, like the ancient Unity that 
preceded us, we are also the ben-
efi ciaries of the legacy Hus im-
parted.

6/April 2022 BRETHREN JOURNAL BRETHREN JOURNAL April 2022/7

“But (I) have this treasure in clay
jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to
God and does not come from (me). (I
am) afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; al-
ways carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be made visible in (my body). For
while (I) live, (I am) always being
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be made
visible in (my) mortal flesh... so that
grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God. So (I) do not lose
heart. Even though (my) outer nature
is wasting away, (my) inner nature is

being renewed day by day. For this
slight momentary affliction is prepar-
ing (me) for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all measure, because (I) look
not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen
is temporary, but what cannot be seen
is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 15-
18)

I hear you, Momma.
I’m listening to the Lord just like

you did. Thank you for this great
Treasure.

I miss you.
I love you.
- Your little girl, always.

Praying With You All,
Just Another One of Jesus’ Clay

Jars, Sister Vanessa Mitchell

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203
Sunday School

9:30 AM
Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays

10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:30 AM

Come as you are . . .

Church email: lifeatcbc@protonmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com

(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org Friend us on Facebook!

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com

4) Do I understand that any ex-
traordinary power displayed in me
does not come from me? I am like a
fragile clay jar.

5) Am I willing to believe the truth
that the suffering that I undergo in
this body is for the sake of others
seeing You, Lord Jesus, in all your
power shining through me?

6) Do I commit right this moment
to not give up, to not be discouraged,
to run to You for the strength and
especially the JOY that I need as I
move through these struggles that
are temporary and momentary in view
of eternity?

7) Teach me, Lord Jesus, to trust
that You are preparing me for eternal
glory. Receive this prayer from me
now just as You did from a young
boy’s father long ago who wondered
if his son could be healed:

“I do believe; help me overcome
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

When the Lord God calls someone
home to Heaven, we often feel as if we
are left with nothing of our loved one.
We hold memories, but nothing com-
pares to the ability to hear that person’s
voice just one more time or the oppor-
tunity to hold and be held by the one
we miss so deeply. Then God steps in

and whispers to us through the words
of the Apostle Paul that the one we
love is with Him always. What peace!
Paul shares this reality with us in his
letter to the Roman Christians of his
day: “For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

I miss my precious mom, with her
flowing blond hair, her affinity for
leopard print and skills as an artist,
and her heart of solid gold. Yet my
grief has taken a new turn. I am
healing more fully now, because my
heart and my mind and my soul have
caught up to what her Lord Jesus, my
Lord Jesus, has been telling me since
she went to be with Him:

The Treasure is the power of Jesus
Christ surging within her and through
her that overflowed to so many and
continues even now as I embrace the
truth that Mom knew well and prayed
when she was well and when she was
ill, with lavender scent filling the
room as she sat with her Jesus in her
Amish rocking chair:

NEW TABOR BRETHREN CHURCH
2439 County Road 225 Caldwell, TX  77836

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008

Website: newtaborchurch.com  Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We’re a
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David Johnson (979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822
pastordjbama@gmail.com
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DO SOMETHING: WALK THE WALK
Youth Retreats for 2022-2023

Youth retreats are for any youth ages 12-21. (11-year-olds in 6th grade may 
also attend.) These retreats are held at the Hus Encampment. Come hang out and 
reconnect with camp friends through Bible lessons, games, music, and special 
activities.  

Retreat Fee $30 (Late fee $10)  •  T-shirt $15 (sizes: youth small-Adult 3X) 

Late registrations are accepted with a late fee; however, t-shirts will not be 
able to be ordered. 

Check in is from 8:30-9:00 a.m. on Saturday morning. Dismissal is at 2:00 
p.m. on Sunday. Please note that staff is aware that these retreats sometimes 
confl ict with school activities. Youth are welcome to arrive late on the fi rst day 
if needed. 

Registration forms, retreat information, and what to bring are posted on the 
youth website: www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.org. Bring a friend and come and 
join us for a weekend of fun!

 State Youth Leadership Team 2022-2023: State Youth Leadership Team 2022-2023:
State Youth Coordinator: Jennifer Chervenka 254-913-1244; jennchervenka@jennchervenka@
gmail.comgmail.com
Adults: Kayla Marek 512-944-2619 Teresa Cocke 512-845-2542
 Dillon Barbisch 832-377-9552 Jordan Barbisch 281-770-0463
 Kaylynn Harkey 979-270-1356 Taylor Brinkley, RN 254-217-2661
Youth: Jacelyn Chervenka  Joanna Chervenka Allyson Cocke
 Riley Green  Trent Wuensche  Katie Zrubek

State Children’s Rally
Ages 3-11

Saturday, March 4, 2023
Hus Encampment

Registrati on Deadline: 
February 12

Bible lessons, games, music, 
craft s and more. Bring a 
friend! 

Adult Volleyball Day
Saturday, April 1, 2023

Hus Encampment

This is a day of fellowship and 
volleyball for ANYONE over 
21. More details soon! 

Youth Retreat Dates - registration deadline in ():Youth Retreat Dates - registration deadline in ():
November 5-6, 2022   (Oct. 16)
January 7-8, 2023   (Dec. 11)

March 25-26, 2023   (March 5)
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In Christ’s Love...
from the Foreign Missions Fields

SEPTEMBER 18, 2022
New Jobs

Dear Friends,
Last Friday I and a few new friends 

went to a First Nations reserve, about 
an hour from here. Actually, whether 
it is the reserve or not depends on 
who you talk to. It was going to be 
a housing development project of 
million-dollar homes, on land the 
Canadian government called “crown 
land.” However, some members of 
the local tribe claim it as their own 
unceded land and started occupying 
it two years ago. It’s still a big legal 
case in the courts.

There were about a dozen small 
buildings, mostly shacks, spread out 
over thirty acres of chewed up land 
(the building project was well under 
way when the protest started, with 
sewers and other infrastructure al-
ready mostly in place). Graffi ti and 
debris are the only decorations. Just debris are the only decorations. Just 
a few locals were there to receive 
the meal that my friends brought 
up with them. We ate together in a 
plywood worksite kitchen, from dis-
posable dinnerware, chatting about 
the weather, this particular situation, 
and some general history of First 
Nations subjugation.

Over three decades among indig-
enous groups in Mexico I learned 
that my fi rst impressions aren’t to be 
trusted. There is always a way big-
ger situation going on than meets 
the eye. So, here too, I need to wait, 
build relationships, ask questions, 
listen carefully, and be open to dig 

deeper. I’ll keep going once a month 
and am also looking for more local 
opportunities to understand the trou-
bled history and present reality of 
Ontario’s indigenous people.

Our own present reality has taken 
a couple turns. I continue with Mul-
tiply (the denominational mission 
agency of the Mennonite Brethren), 
though at 60%-time commitment.  
The need for training new mission-
aries is being met through other av-
enues, and so I will now concentrate 
on First Nations ministry. I am part 
of a team of Multiply missionaries, 
three families spread out over hun-
dreds of miles. A lot of the next year 
for me will be learning and relating. 

Anne started a new job (she is no 
longer “employed” by Multiply) as 
an Educational Assistant in a Chris-

From Robert and Anne Thiessen

g
FOREIGN MISSIONS BOARD

Chairman:  
David Miller (2015), Wall; cell (325) 245-
5616, dm103157@wcc.netdm103157@wcc.net

Unity Representati ves:  
John Brinkley (2021), Ocker
Paula Wagner (2015), Taylor; (512) 996-
8846, paulak1121@sbcglobal.netpaulak1121@sbcglobal.net
OpenOpen Seat Seat
Erin Brinkley (2015), Ocker; 
erinbrinkley@yahoo.comerinbrinkley@yahoo.com
Alan Haisler (2019), BCS
Daniel Vojtek (2019), BCS

Synodical Committ ee Liason (1st VP):  
Rev. Joe Emerson

Advisors:  
Rev. Lawrence & Barbara Junek (Unity at 
large)
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In Christ’s Love...
from the Foreign Missions Fields

From Robert and Anne Thiessen
tian grade school. This is full-time, 
but like so many private religious 
schools, not well-paid. Regardless, 
she is glad to have the routine and 
to be back in the educational world. 
My 60% involvement arises out of 
two realities: 1. At this point I can’t 
move up north or out onto a reserve 
(a lot of complexity around that) and 
need to build slowly into what this 
opportunity might entail, and 2. our 
support has decreased signifi cantly 
(also complex). I will become bi-
vocational, looking for work in the 
couple different trades that I have 
in my background. I fi nally get to 
do what I’ve been a part of helping 
Mexican missionaries do (and Hon-

durans before that) since 1988.
Thank you to all the faithful sup-

porters who have partnered with us 
over these many years. If anyone 
else wants to join our (I still include 
Anne in “my” ministry) team of 
partners, the following link is to the 
website of Multiply: https://multi-https://multi-
ply.net/global-worker/robert-anne-ply.net/global-worker/robert-anne-
thiessen

If you want to support another 
way, please write to me and we can 
set something up. 
And as always, many thanks for 
your support through prayers and 
other ways.

Blessings, Robert

In Christ’s Love...
from the Foreign Missions Fields

From Pavel and Stania Kozak



BRETHREN JOURNAL November 2022 / 13

In Christ’s Love...
from the Foreign Missions Fields

From Pavel and Stania Kozak
From Pavel and Stania Kozak

The Adventure Continues...
Warm Autumn Greetings from 
Moravia!

In our last newsletter we did in-
form you about the situation in the 
Czech Republic, mainly about the 
Ukraine refuges, especially bout 
Ukraine mothers and their kids. The 
situation in Ukraine is still very dra-
matic and dangerous for many peo-
ple. You surely can see the pictures 
and reports on your TV.

The truth is that the Government 
of Czech Republic is trying to do 
their best to help. They are fi nanc-
ing many programs and activities for 
them.

We were very blessed when we 
could continuously minister to the 
Ukraine people during the summer 
too. We had a privilege to partici-
pate on various camps which were 
focused on the Ukraine kids.

For the kids it was great opportu-
nity to know more Czech kids, our 
customs, land, language, songs, etc. 
And as usual Stania did GREAT job 
to minister to them! There is great 

space to make new friendships in 
Christ Love and a good place for 
prayers and for encouragement via 
the Word of God.

When we see the situation today, 
most of the refugees did fi nd a job 
and became active parts of our so-
ciety. Their kids are attending our 
schools, learning the language and 

g
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new school knowledge. We can see 
that more and more of them decided 
to take the offered help and they do 
live on their own.

But we still pray for Ukraine, for 
the peace and mainly for the restora-
tion of all destroyed cities and vil-
lages. The pictures we can see here 
are more than terrible! We know that 
the devil wants to destroy all things, 

but all the PRAYERS are powerful 
enough to change the situation in 
Christ Jesus our Lord!

Many Ukraine mothers are believ-
ers, so every time there were prayers 
for Ukraine, for their families, who 
still stay over there in the war, and 
for all the needs they do have.

A Word from Stania…
Children are the same everywhere
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

I would like to send you warm 
greetings from Moravia. I love to 
minister to the kids and so let me say 
some words.

When I see the Ukraine kids and 
talk with them, I see how sensitive 
they are concerning homesick, sepa-
ration, fear and pain. Thanks to the 
God’s Grace I could participate on 
some various camps for a Ukraine 
kids. Every man needs love and ac-

In Christ’s Love...
from the Foreign Missions Fields

From Pavel and Stania Kozak

ADERHOLD 
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

“Thoughtful Service --
A Payne Family Tradition”

West, Texas
254/826-5321

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens 

And so fulfi ll the Law of 
Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID
SOCIETY

Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President
Daniel Vojtek, Vice-President
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. & Jr. Dept.
     Secretary, 979-589-2012
Ruth Ann Wuensche, Treasurer
James Marek, Board Member
Ann Sebesta, Board Member
Synodical Liaison: Lance LaBedelle,
     2nd Vice-President

g



BRETHREN JOURNAL November 2022 / 15

SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 F.M. 2155/ P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone -- (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.; Worship - 10:15 a.m.
Bible Study - Each Tuesday, 9:00-10:00 a.m.

Pastor
Rev. Joseph Polasek

P.O. Box 54
Snook, TX 77878
(979) 272-1624

Board of Elders President
Yvonne Kovar

P.O. Box 66
Snook, TX 77878
(979) 219-0375

Youth Directors
Randall & Jonna See

P.O. Box 345
Snook, TX 77878 
(979) 272-8179

ceptation and the kids many, many 
times more!

During one camp I took care for 
two Ukraine girls. They didn’t talk 
Czech very well they had been 
afraid to Czech kids and did have 
a problem to be a part of the social 
group. They did cry pretty often. But 
they were longing for love, hugs, 
and acceptation. Normally Ukraine 
kids are very lively and super ac-
tive. They usually like to be a part 
of many various activities.

I knew that my ministry to them 
must be a ministry of LOVE. We 
spent together so much time in talks, 
sharing and opening the hearts, hav-
ing a prayer time and I saw that all 
of this meant for those teens a lot! 
They knew that they are very impor-
tant for the Father God and that He 
LOVES them so much!

I met also one 11 years old boy. 
He was crying pretty often, and I 
asked him why he is crying so often. 
He started to share that a bomb did 
totally ruin their place and that they 
lost everything!

All this is still showing me how 
the LOVE is important in a kid life. 
Together with God’s peace, protec-
tion, prayers, good godly family, 
education, etc. This is why we are 
so thankful to the Father God for 
this type of Ministry we can humbly 
do in His Name. Ministry to the kids 
and to the youth is so important eve-
rywhere, but mainly in our atheistic 
country!

THANK YOU, dear Sisters and 
Brothers, for your MINISTRY, for 
all you do for the Lord Jesus too! 
He is coming and we all will be with 
Him forever!

A BIG THANK YOU for your 
prayers for our health and protec-
tion! THANK YOU!

In Christ’s Love...
from the Foreign Missions Fields

From Pavel and Stania Kozak
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“But (I) have this treasure in clay
jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to
God and does not come from (me). (I
am) afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; al-
ways carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be made visible in (my body). For
while (I) live, (I am) always being
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be made
visible in (my) mortal flesh... so that
grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God. So (I) do not lose
heart. Even though (my) outer nature
is wasting away, (my) inner nature is

being renewed day by day. For this
slight momentary affliction is prepar-
ing (me) for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all measure, because (I) look
not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen
is temporary, but what cannot be seen
is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 15-
18)

I hear you, Momma.
I’m listening to the Lord just like

you did. Thank you for this great
Treasure.

I miss you.
I love you.
- Your little girl, always.

Praying With You All,
Just Another One of Jesus’ Clay

Jars, Sister Vanessa Mitchell

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203
Sunday School

9:30 AM
Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays

10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:30 AM

Come as you are . . .

Church email: lifeatcbc@protonmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com

(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org Friend us on Facebook!

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com

4) Do I understand that any ex-
traordinary power displayed in me
does not come from me? I am like a
fragile clay jar.

5) Am I willing to believe the truth
that the suffering that I undergo in
this body is for the sake of others
seeing You, Lord Jesus, in all your
power shining through me?

6) Do I commit right this moment
to not give up, to not be discouraged,
to run to You for the strength and
especially the JOY that I need as I
move through these struggles that
are temporary and momentary in view
of eternity?

7) Teach me, Lord Jesus, to trust
that You are preparing me for eternal
glory. Receive this prayer from me
now just as You did from a young
boy’s father long ago who wondered
if his son could be healed:

“I do believe; help me overcome
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

When the Lord God calls someone
home to Heaven, we often feel as if we
are left with nothing of our loved one.
We hold memories, but nothing com-
pares to the ability to hear that person’s
voice just one more time or the oppor-
tunity to hold and be held by the one
we miss so deeply. Then God steps in

and whispers to us through the words
of the Apostle Paul that the one we
love is with Him always. What peace!
Paul shares this reality with us in his
letter to the Roman Christians of his
day: “For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

I miss my precious mom, with her
flowing blond hair, her affinity for
leopard print and skills as an artist,
and her heart of solid gold. Yet my
grief has taken a new turn. I am
healing more fully now, because my
heart and my mind and my soul have
caught up to what her Lord Jesus, my
Lord Jesus, has been telling me since
she went to be with Him:

The Treasure is the power of Jesus
Christ surging within her and through
her that overflowed to so many and
continues even now as I embrace the
truth that Mom knew well and prayed
when she was well and when she was
ill, with lavender scent filling the
room as she sat with her Jesus in her
Amish rocking chair:

NEW TABOR BRETHREN CHURCH
2439 County Road 225 Caldwell, TX  77836

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008

Website: newtaborchurch.com  Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We’re a
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David Johnson (979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822
pastordjbama@gmail.com
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In Christ’s Love...
from the Foreign Missions Fields

From Pavel and Stania Kozak
Please pray with us we could 

reach more people and lead them to 
the Lord.

Please pray for adults who already 
did hear the Gospel to OPEN their 
hearts in repentance to the Lord Je-
sus.

Please pray for Stania and me, for 
our safety, wisdom and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit in those hard times.

THANK YOU and THANK YOU 
so very much for your PRAYERS, 
for your LOVE and for your OPEN 
HEART for us to give and sup-
port! BIG, BIG HUMBLE THANK 
YOU!!! BIG THANK YOU for your 
prayers for our health and protec-
tion! THANK YOU!

Please pray with us we could 
reach more people and lead them to 
the Lord.

Please pray for adults who already 
did hear the Gospel to OPEN their 
hearts in repentance to the Lord Je-
sus.

Please pray for Stania and me, for 
our safety, wisdom and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit in those hard times.

THANK YOU and THANK YOU 
so very much for your PRAYERS, 
for your LOVE and for your OPEN 
HEART for us to give and sup-
port! BIG, BIG HUMBLE THANK 
YOU!!!

Pavel and Stania
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“The Lord is 
with me; I will not 

be afraid.” – 
Psalm 118:6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall brings all things harvest, pumpkins, falling 
leaves, and scarecrows. Some children may be 
fearful of scarecrows, but a scarecrow can be 
a great jumping off point for some fun Bible 
lessons. This month we will use scarecrows to 
talk about salvation, fear, and trust. 
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SCARECROWS
LESSON: Scarecrow Salvation
Scripture: various
Preparation: Make a large scarecrow cutout. Make “patch-
es” to add to the scarecrow. Patches needed: cross, dove, 
tree, candle, heart

Show the large cutout of a scarecrow and introduce him to 
the children as Sal the Scarecrow. Show the patch with the 
cross. Tell children that all have sinned and the Jesus died 
on the cross to forgive you of your sin and give you new life. 
Add that patch to the scarecrow. Show the patch with the 
dove: He sent his Spirit like a dove to live inside you. Add 
the patch to the scarecrow. Show the patch of the tree: He 
gives you faith and helps it grow, strong as the strongest tree. 
Add the patch to the scarecrow. Show the candle patch: 
The light of Jesus shines in you. Tell everyone you know! Add 
the patch to the scarecrow. Show the heart patch: God’s 
given you eternal life because he loves you so much! Add 
the last patch to the scarecrow.

OBJECT LESSON: Scarecrow
Have you ever seen a scarecrow? Farmers use them in their 
fi elds. Do you know why? To scare away crows and other 
kinds of birds that eat their crops. Wouldn’t it be great if we 
could use scarecrows to scare away frightening things in our could use scarecrows to scare away frightening things in our 
lives? What are some things that scare you? (Allow for dis-
cussion). We can’t use scarecrows to scare away frightening 
things, but we do have someone who has promised to be 
with us, to protect us and to never leave us. We have Jesus, 
our Savior and Forever Friend. This is what the Bible says he 
has promised his children: “The LORD is with me; I will not be 
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afraid.” (Psalm 118:6) “You are my hiding place; you will pro-
tect me from trouble.” (Psalm 32:7) and “I will never leave 
you nor forsake you.” (Joshua 1:5) Let’s pray and ask Jesus 
to help us trust him to protect us (Pray specifi cally about the 
scary things mentioned during your discussion time. Thank 
God that he has promised to protect and never leave us.).

CRAFT: Paper tube Scarecrow
Materials: toilet paper tube or paper 
towel tube, popsicle stick, cupcake 
liner, raffi a
Directions: Draw a face on the tube, 
You can also decorate the tube with 
patches. Add raffi a to the top for hair. 
Add the cupcake liner as a hat. Glue 
on the popsicle stick for arms.

CRAFT: Scarecrow Lollipop
Materials: Tootsie pop or round lol-
lipop, thin burlap fabric or cloth (4”-5” square) enough to 
fi t around the lollipop; rubber band; 2”-3” round piece of 
green felt or fabric; orange and black yarn; strip of paper 
with Psalm 118:6, hole punch; permanent black marker; glue
Directions: Place fabric over lollipop. Wrap a rubber band 
around the “neck” of the scarecrow to hold in place. Draw 
the eyes, nose and mouth using the black marker. Tie or-
ange and black yarn around the neck of the scarecrow. ange and black yarn around the neck of the scarecrow. 
Glue the round piece of green felt to the top of the lollipop 
to form the hat* (you can dip the top of the lollipop into the 
glue or hot glue a ring of glue around the lollipop to cover 
the sides, back and brow of the face).
Punch a hole in the strip of paper. Tie the Bible verse to the 
neck of the scarecrow using another piece of yarn 



BRETHREN JOURNAL20 / November 2022

Schedule and Details of Upcoming Unity Activities
November 5, 2022 - The Seaton Brethren Church Christian Sisters 
Annual Bake Sale & Quilt Show at the church, 12561 State Highway 
53, Temple (Seaton) from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. For additional informa-
tion, see the article in this issue or contact (254) 913-6054.

November 5-6, 2022 – Youth Retreat at the Hus Encampment. Dead-
line to register is October 16. Registration forms, retreat information, and 
what to bring are posted on the youth website: www.unityofthebrethre-www.unityofthebrethre-
nyouth.orgnyouth.org.

November 8, 2022 - Minister’s Gathering at the Hus Encampment. 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Save the Dates ...

January 7-8, 2023 – Youth Retreat at the Hus Encampment. Deadline 
to register is December 11.

March 25-26, 2023 – Youth Retreat at the Hus Encampment. Dead-
line to register is March 5.

March 4, 2023 – State Children’s Rally at the Hus Encampment. 
Registration Deadline is February 12.

April 1, 2023 – Adult Volleyball Day at the Hus Encampment.  A day 
of fellowship and volleyball for ANYONE over 21. More details soon!

For more information ... 
about the Hus School Encampment go to

www.huscamp.org
Does your church/organization have an activity that you would like 
to include in this listing? Please send activity information including 
a contact name, phone number and/or email address to the Brethren 
Journal Editor at:  editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com.  Information 
must be received by the fi rst day of the month immediately preceding 
the month of publication.
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1. But the holy ones of the Most 
High shall receive the kingdom 
and possess the kingdom forev-
er—yes, forever and ever.” Dan. 
7:18
2. I do not cease to give thanks 
for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. Eph. 1:16
3. I pray that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom 
and revelation as you come to 
know Him. Eph. 1:17
4. With the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, {may} you know 
what is the hope to which He has 
called you, what are the riches of 

His glorious inheritance among 
the saints. Eph. 1:18
5. What is the immeasurable 

Daily Morsels for November 2022
by Mari-Anne K. Gordon and Dorothy E. Kocian

From the Holy Bible New Revised Standard Version 

The Community Christian 
Church of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road, 
Rosenberg, TX 77471

(832) 449-3358

Sunday School      9:00 a.m.
Worship Service  10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Eve     5:30 p.m.
Prayer Service and Bible Study

g

CHERVENKA, CAROL BER-
NICE (SEBEK), 72, a life-long 
member of the Ocker Brethren 
Church died September 22, 2022 
at home.  She was born May 1, 
1950 in Temple to Joe and Ber-
nice Marek Sebek.  She gradu-
ated from Rogers High School 
in 1968 and married Johnny 
L. Chervenka, Jr. on February 
14, 1970.  Carol was preceded 
in death by her parents, a sis-
ter DeAnn Lois Sebek, and her 
husband.  She is survived by 
son John Paul Chervenka and 
wife, Jennifer; daughter, Tracey 
Chervenka and Jerome Stowers; 
brothers, David Sebek and wife, 
Lisa; Rev. Mark Sebek and wife, 

Valerie; and Ryan Sebek and 
wife, Stacie.  She is also survived 
by eight grandchildren.  Carol 
was an outstanding athlete in 
her day and time at Rogers High 
School, she was an accomplished 
seamstress and a retired banker.  
She dearly loved her family and 
most importantly, she loved her 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Funeral services were held on 
Saturday, October 1 at the Ocker 
Brethren Church with burial in 
the Ocker Cemetery.  Scanio-
Harper Funeral Home of Temple 
was in charge of arrangements.  
Ministers:  Rev. Brad Herridge 
and Rev. Larry Zabcik

VITAL STATISTICS
RECENT DEATHS
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that he was placing himself in jeop-
ardy. Although the church had lost a
tremendous amount of prestige, ap-
pealing directly to the Pope would
have consequences. Friends and col-
leagues would likely desert him. But
Hus stood by his convictions. Believ-
ing that his objection to the sales of
indulgences was correct and that God
approved of his personal stance, Hus
went on the offensive. He boldly
denounced the sales from the pulpit.
Drawing on his knowledge of Scrip-
ture, Hus preached on forgiveness –
“From all this it appears, dear Chris-
tian, that a man can receive the par-
don of his sins only through the
power of God and by the merits of
Christ. Let who will proclaim the con-
trary, let the Pope, or a bishop, or a
priest say: ‘I forgive thee thy sins, I
absolve thee from their penalty, I free
thee from the pains of hell’ – it is all
vain and helps thee nothing. God
alone, I repeat, can forgive sins
through Christ, and He pardons the
penitent only.”

Addressing the University on June
7, 1412, Hus testified that the sales
were in violation of Scripture. Just
three days later, priests encouraged
their sales in their preaching. Three
young men protested: “Priest, thou
liest! We have heard better things
from Master Hus; the indulgences are
a fraud!” The three were quickly ar-
rested and immediately sentenced to
death. Hus, with over 2,000 students
in tow, presented himself to their
judge and pleaded that they be spared
as their outburst resulted directly
from his teachings. As these proceed-
ings went on, a growing percentage
of the city grew agitated. Officials
grew increasingly concerned as the
crowd around the place continued to
swell. In fear, they begged Hus to
pacify the crowd and promised to
grant his request. Hus complied and
the crowd dispersed. These same of-
ficials then demanded that the execu-
tions take place without delay. As
news of this treachery spread, the

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas (Retired)
Cell: 325-656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com
Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com

www.WallBrethrenChurch.net

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary
Lance LaBedelle Position Vacant Libby Lane

325-227-9900 Tu-F: 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

The momentary calm that settled
over Hus and the Czech Reformation
did not last. The clouds of chaos and
controversy returned with the Coun-
cil of Pisa. Meeting in 1409, their goal
was to end the schism that plagued
the church. Their first act was to elect
Alexander V to the papacy. Next, the
Council deposed both Gregory XII
and Benedict XIII. Although neither
was willing to submit to the Council’s
decree, the newly elected pontiff was
recognized by the majority of Latin
Christians.

Tensions increased the following
year with the sudden death of Alexander
V. He was succeeded by Balthasar
Cossa, a man of dubious character.
Cossa assumed the title of John XXIII.
He was quickly driven from Rome by
Ladislaus of Naples, a supporter of
Gregory XII, who desired to unite all
of Italy under his guidance. Formal
curses between the rival popes were
exchanged. These anathemas did not
spare Ladislaus, who was labelled a
“perjurer, schismatic, reviler, heretic,
traitor, and conspirator.”

Hus and the Resurgent Storm
- by Jim Pokorny

During the crusade against the
Turks, indulgences for sin were of-
fered to those who participated in the
conflict, provided financing, or sup-
plied troops. A new crusade was now
proclaimed against Ladislaus. The same
indulgences would now be offered to
those who made tangible efforts to
oppose him.

The sale of these indulgences was
entrusted to commissioners. Two of
them, Wenzel Tiem and Pace de
Bononia, arrived in Prague in 1412
armed with a papal bull. This bull was
read in the churches. Purveyors of
these indulgences sold them in the
streets granting certificates of pardon
to the masses. The receipts were
stored in three large chests set aside
for this purpose. In some cases, in-
dulgences were distributed whole-
sale to the highest bidder. In what
was viewed as a scandalous abuse of
power, parishes and even entire dis-
tricts were absolved in this way.

Fully aware of the risks, Hus felt he
had to express his disgust directly to
the Pope. In doing so, Hus realized

CROSS CHURCH ON BIRDCREEK
2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502

email: ccb@crosschurchonbirdcreek.org
https://www.crosschurchonbirdcreek.org

(254) 778-8759 Rev. Tim Chaplin
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. (254) 718-6094
Worship: 10:45 a.m. tpch4359@gmail.com
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“But (I) have this treasure in clay
jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to
God and does not come from (me). (I
am) afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; al-
ways carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be made visible in (my body). For
while (I) live, (I am) always being
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be made
visible in (my) mortal flesh... so that
grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God. So (I) do not lose
heart. Even though (my) outer nature
is wasting away, (my) inner nature is

being renewed day by day. For this
slight momentary affliction is prepar-
ing (me) for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all measure, because (I) look
not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen
is temporary, but what cannot be seen
is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 15-
18)

I hear you, Momma.
I’m listening to the Lord just like

you did. Thank you for this great
Treasure.

I miss you.
I love you.
- Your little girl, always.

Praying With You All,
Just Another One of Jesus’ Clay

Jars, Sister Vanessa Mitchell

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203
Sunday School

9:30 AM
Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays

10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:30 AM

Come as you are . . .

Church email: lifeatcbc@protonmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com

(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org Friend us on Facebook!

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com

4) Do I understand that any ex-
traordinary power displayed in me
does not come from me? I am like a
fragile clay jar.

5) Am I willing to believe the truth
that the suffering that I undergo in
this body is for the sake of others
seeing You, Lord Jesus, in all your
power shining through me?

6) Do I commit right this moment
to not give up, to not be discouraged,
to run to You for the strength and
especially the JOY that I need as I
move through these struggles that
are temporary and momentary in view
of eternity?

7) Teach me, Lord Jesus, to trust
that You are preparing me for eternal
glory. Receive this prayer from me
now just as You did from a young
boy’s father long ago who wondered
if his son could be healed:

“I do believe; help me overcome
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

When the Lord God calls someone
home to Heaven, we often feel as if we
are left with nothing of our loved one.
We hold memories, but nothing com-
pares to the ability to hear that person’s
voice just one more time or the oppor-
tunity to hold and be held by the one
we miss so deeply. Then God steps in

and whispers to us through the words
of the Apostle Paul that the one we
love is with Him always. What peace!
Paul shares this reality with us in his
letter to the Roman Christians of his
day: “For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

I miss my precious mom, with her
flowing blond hair, her affinity for
leopard print and skills as an artist,
and her heart of solid gold. Yet my
grief has taken a new turn. I am
healing more fully now, because my
heart and my mind and my soul have
caught up to what her Lord Jesus, my
Lord Jesus, has been telling me since
she went to be with Him:

The Treasure is the power of Jesus
Christ surging within her and through
her that overflowed to so many and
continues even now as I embrace the
truth that Mom knew well and prayed
when she was well and when she was
ill, with lavender scent filling the
room as she sat with her Jesus in her
Amish rocking chair:

NEW TABOR BRETHREN CHURCH
2439 County Road 225 Caldwell, TX  77836

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008

Website: newtaborchurch.com  Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We’re a
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David Johnson (979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822
pastordjbama@gmail.com

greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working 
of his great power. Eph. 1:19
6. God put this power to work 
in Christ when He raised Him 
from the dead and seated Him 
at His right hand in the heav-
enly places. Eph. 1:20
7. {He is} far above all rule and 
authority and power and domin-
ion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but 
also in the age to come. Eph. 1:21
8. He has put all things under His 
feet and has made Him the head 
over all things for the church, His 
body, the fullness of Him who 
fills all in all. Eph. 1:22-23
9. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself and God our Father, 
Who loved us and through grace 
gave us eternal comfort and good 
hope, comfort your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good 
work and word. 2 Thess. 2:16-17
10. For I know that my Redeemer 
lives, and that at the last He will 

stand upon the earth. Job 19:25
11. For I am about to create new 
heavens and a new earth; the for-
mer things shall not be remem-
bered or come to mind. Isa. 65:17
12. But be glad and rejoice for-
ever in what I am creating. Isa. 
65:18a
13. Surely God is my salva-
tion; I will trust, and will not 
be afraid, for the LORD GOD 
is my strength and my might; 
He has become my salvation. 
Isa. 12:2
14. O sing to the LORD a new 
song, for He has done marvelous 
things. Ps. 98:1a
15. All the ends of the earth have 
seen the victory of our God. Ps. 
98:3b

g
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TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas – 512-352-6423

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
Church email: taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor Board President Secretary

James D. Hejl Daniel Knippa Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-844-0208 M-Th 8 a.m.-noon

For more information about the Hus School Encampment go to:
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would
like to include in this listing? Please send activity information
including a contact name, phone number, and/or email address to
the Brethren Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com.
Information must be received by the first day of the month
immediately preceding the month of publication.

2022 Summer Camp Dates

ENCOUNTER ALPHA
Ages 7-9 years old Ages 10-11 years old
Camp Cost: $250 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: June 21-23 Camp Date: June 26-30

PIONEER DISCOVERY
Ages 12-13 years old Ages 14-15 years old
Camp Cost: $350 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: July 17-22 Camp Date: June 12-17

CHALLENGER HUS SCHOOL
Ages 16-19 years old In-depth Leadership Program
Camp Cost: $350 Ages 16-Adult
Camp Date: July 10-15 Cost: $550

Date: Not Held in 2022

Schedule and Details of Upcoming
Unity Activities

April 17, 2022 – Resurrection Sunday/Easter

April 30, 2022 – Christian Sisters’ Convention at the Hus
Encampment, Caldwell. Registration begins at 8:30 AM (a light
breakfast will be served). Morning Worship Service and Communion
will be at 9:30 AM. Lunch will be served (Free Will donation), and after
lunch will be a Memorial Service. For those wishing to spend the night
at the camp, it will be available starting 5 PM Friday, April 29, 2022.

Save the Dates . . .

July 9-10, 2022 – BYF Retreat and Volleyball Tournament at the
Hus Encampment. Be looking for more information coming in Spring
2022.

OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email: ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com
Phone: (254) 985-2240

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor
Dr. Brad Herridge

(254) 716-2578
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka

(254) 913-1244
jennchervenka@gmail.com

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 482-0498

16. Make a joyful noise to the 
LORD, all the earth; break forth 
into joyous song and sing prais-
es. Ps. 98:4
17. Sing praises to the LORD 
with the lyre; …with trumpets 
and the sound of the horn make a 
joyful noise before the King, the 
LORD. Ps. 98:5a, 6
18. He will judge the world with 
righteousness, and the peoples 
with equity. Ps. 98:9b
19. Brothers and sisters, do not 
be weary in doing what is right. 
2 Thess. 3:13
20.  God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Ps. 46:1
21. May you be made strong with 
all the strength that comes from 
his glorious power. Col. 1:11a

22. May you be prepared to en-
dure everything with patience, 
while joyfully giving thanks to 
the Father. Col. 1:11b-12a
23. He himself is before all 
things, and in Him all things 
hold together. Col. 1:17

g
Knesek Family 

Funeral Chapels
“Neighbors helping 

Neighbors Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funerals
• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged 
Funerals
• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral 
Plans

Bellville
865-3121

Sealy
885-3535

Wallis
478-6311
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24. Enter His gates with thanks-
giving, and His courts with 
praise. Give thanks to Him, bless 
His name. Ps. 100:4
25. Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known 
to God. Phil. 4:6
26. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. Phil. 4:7
27. Keep awake therefore, for 
you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. Mt. 24:42
28. Finally, beloved, whatever 
is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, what-
ever is commendable, if there 
is any excellence and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. Phil. 4:8
29. Do not work for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that en-
dures for eternal life, which the 
Son of Man will give you. Jn. 
6:27
30. Jesus said to them, “I am the 
bread of life. Whoever comes to 
Me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in Me will 
never be thirsty.” Jn. 6:35
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that he was placing himself in jeop-
ardy. Although the church had lost a
tremendous amount of prestige, ap-
pealing directly to the Pope would
have consequences. Friends and col-
leagues would likely desert him. But
Hus stood by his convictions. Believ-
ing that his objection to the sales of
indulgences was correct and that God
approved of his personal stance, Hus
went on the offensive. He boldly
denounced the sales from the pulpit.
Drawing on his knowledge of Scrip-
ture, Hus preached on forgiveness –
“From all this it appears, dear Chris-
tian, that a man can receive the par-
don of his sins only through the
power of God and by the merits of
Christ. Let who will proclaim the con-
trary, let the Pope, or a bishop, or a
priest say: ‘I forgive thee thy sins, I
absolve thee from their penalty, I free
thee from the pains of hell’ – it is all
vain and helps thee nothing. God
alone, I repeat, can forgive sins
through Christ, and He pardons the
penitent only.”

Addressing the University on June
7, 1412, Hus testified that the sales
were in violation of Scripture. Just
three days later, priests encouraged
their sales in their preaching. Three
young men protested: “Priest, thou
liest! We have heard better things
from Master Hus; the indulgences are
a fraud!” The three were quickly ar-
rested and immediately sentenced to
death. Hus, with over 2,000 students
in tow, presented himself to their
judge and pleaded that they be spared
as their outburst resulted directly
from his teachings. As these proceed-
ings went on, a growing percentage
of the city grew agitated. Officials
grew increasingly concerned as the
crowd around the place continued to
swell. In fear, they begged Hus to
pacify the crowd and promised to
grant his request. Hus complied and
the crowd dispersed. These same of-
ficials then demanded that the execu-
tions take place without delay. As
news of this treachery spread, the

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas (Retired)
Cell: 325-656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com
Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com

www.WallBrethrenChurch.net

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary
Lance LaBedelle Position Vacant Libby Lane

325-227-9900 Tu-F: 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

The momentary calm that settled
over Hus and the Czech Reformation
did not last. The clouds of chaos and
controversy returned with the Coun-
cil of Pisa. Meeting in 1409, their goal
was to end the schism that plagued
the church. Their first act was to elect
Alexander V to the papacy. Next, the
Council deposed both Gregory XII
and Benedict XIII. Although neither
was willing to submit to the Council’s
decree, the newly elected pontiff was
recognized by the majority of Latin
Christians.

Tensions increased the following
year with the sudden death of Alexander
V. He was succeeded by Balthasar
Cossa, a man of dubious character.
Cossa assumed the title of John XXIII.
He was quickly driven from Rome by
Ladislaus of Naples, a supporter of
Gregory XII, who desired to unite all
of Italy under his guidance. Formal
curses between the rival popes were
exchanged. These anathemas did not
spare Ladislaus, who was labelled a
“perjurer, schismatic, reviler, heretic,
traitor, and conspirator.”

Hus and the Resurgent Storm
- by Jim Pokorny

During the crusade against the
Turks, indulgences for sin were of-
fered to those who participated in the
conflict, provided financing, or sup-
plied troops. A new crusade was now
proclaimed against Ladislaus. The same
indulgences would now be offered to
those who made tangible efforts to
oppose him.

The sale of these indulgences was
entrusted to commissioners. Two of
them, Wenzel Tiem and Pace de
Bononia, arrived in Prague in 1412
armed with a papal bull. This bull was
read in the churches. Purveyors of
these indulgences sold them in the
streets granting certificates of pardon
to the masses. The receipts were
stored in three large chests set aside
for this purpose. In some cases, in-
dulgences were distributed whole-
sale to the highest bidder. In what
was viewed as a scandalous abuse of
power, parishes and even entire dis-
tricts were absolved in this way.

Fully aware of the risks, Hus felt he
had to express his disgust directly to
the Pope. In doing so, Hus realized

CROSS CHURCH ON BIRDCREEK
2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502

email: ccb@crosschurchonbirdcreek.org
https://www.crosschurchonbirdcreek.org

(254) 778-8759 Rev. Tim Chaplin
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. (254) 718-6094
Worship: 10:45 a.m. tpch4359@gmail.com
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Austi n –  Bible Study at 10 AM
 Worship at 11 AM.

– Rev. Joe Emerson
“the last service was held on Sunday, July 3, 2022”

Bryan-College Stati on – Sunday School at
9:15 AM and Worship at 10:30 AM every 
Sunday.

– Rev. Mark Sebek

Buckholts – Worship at 9 AM every Sunday 
except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker

Caldwell – Come as you are! Sundays –
explore the Bible @ 9:30 AM (all ages); 
KIDS CHOIR practi ces @ 10:15 AM; & 
worship @ 10:30 AM! Every 1st & 3rd 
Wednesday, join the fun @ Family Game 
Night, 6-7:30 PM! Check out lifeatcbc.orglifeatcbc.org
for spiritual resources, events, videos, & 
more! Friend us on Facebook!

– Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

Crosby –  9 AM: Worship
 10 AM: Faith Adventure

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Dime Box – Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.
– Supply Pastors

Fayett eville – Worship at 10:00 AM. on the
2nd, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays.

– Rev. Mike Groseclose

Good Shepherd Moravian – Worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger – Worship service Sundays, 10 AM. 
Bible Study Wednesdays, 5:30 PM.

– Judy Gotcher - Pulpit Supply

Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

Industry – Worship at 5:00 PM on the 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th Saturdays.

– Rev. Mike Groseclose

Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9 AM
Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

New Beginnings (1103 Harrisonburg Ln., 
College Stati on, TX 77845) – A Home Mission 
Project since 10/22/11 – Sunday School at 
10:30 AM; Worship at 11:45 AM; Lunch aft er 
the service.

– Rev. Kay Polasek

New Tabor – Sunday School at 9 AM &
Worship at 10 AM every Sunday, “Tune
Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. David Johnson

Ocker – Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School at 9 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Community Christi an Church of Rosenberg –
Sunday: Adult Bible Study and Sunday 
School for children at 9 AM; worship at 
10:30 AM. Wednesday: 5:30 PM Dinner; 
6:30 PM Bible Study.

– Pastor Ben Kruse

Seaton – Sunday, 9:15 AM –Prayer Gathering; 
9:30 AM – Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM – Worship Celebrati on Service.
Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kids’ and Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Denise Mikeska

Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;
Worship – 10:15 AM.

– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School 9 AM every Sunday with
free breakfast every 5th Sunday at 8:30
AM.; Friends Fellowship (seniors) 4th
Tuesday (except Nov. & Dec.) at 2 PM.

– Rev. James Hejl

Temple – Cross Church on Birdcreek –
Sunday School at 9:30 AM.; Worship at
10:45 AM.

– Rev. Tim Chaplin

Vseti n – A non-offi  cial member congregati on
of the Unity of the Brethren – Worship at
10 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday – Visiti ng Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (all ages) at 9:30 AM; 
worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
Wednesday – Children’s Awanas, 5:30 PM.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley – Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School follows.

– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Gerald Davis

Westheimer Community – Worship at
10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Pastor Lisa Johnson
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Rev. Charles Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 791-9611

Rev. Whitney Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 913-5757

Rev. Linda Von Chandler, 13108 North
Ridge Circle, Leander, TX 78641.
(512) 836-2712

Rev. Tim Chaplin, 1326 Starlight Dr.,
Temple TX 76502. (254) 718-6094;
tpch4359@gmail.com

Rev. Gerald Davis, 1218 La Vega St.,
Waco, TX 76705. (254) 299-7743;
grdfbc58@gmail.com

Rev. Joe Emerson, 5404 Southern
Crossing Dr., Temple, TX 76502.
(254) 931-1653;
joe.emerson_ma@yahoo.com

Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez, 3913 Brinkman
Drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642.
(409) 293-2065
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Waco, TX 76708. (254) 714-2622

Rev. Al Newby, 2210 Forest Trail,
Temple, TX 76502. (254) 778-1860

HOME MISSIONS BOARD
Chair:  Rev. Mark Sebek (2021)
Beth Dusek (2017), Wesley
Tillman Clark (2017), Crosby
Rev. Larry Zabcik (2018)
Jerry Dove (2019), Fayetteville
Rev. Gerry Davis (2019)
Jon Farrow (2019), Temple
Liaison: Rev. Joe Emerson

(Synodical 1st VP)

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Chairman: Jon Farrow; (254) 718-1938;

jfarrow@hot.rr.com
Dan Merz (2021), Nelsonville
James Marek; (512) 844-8520;

james.Marek@cnbt.bank
Anna Wotipka; (979) 218-9043
Advisors: Rev. Whitney Amos &

Rev. Charles Amos
Synodical Committee Liaison:

Dr. Larry Koslovsky

DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Norska 42
77900 Olomouc
Czech Repubic
e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
230 SW Sandy Way
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986
pbrmissions@gmail.com

Rob and Anne Thiessen
25 E. Camino Nacional
Tlalixtac de Cabrera
Oaxaca, MEXICO 68627
(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
e-mail: rvthiessen@gmail.com

Carolyn Groseclose
NDO
PO Box 630260
Choma, Zambia
e-mail: carolyngroseclose84@gmail.com

Joel & Teresa Jelski
Mazkeret Moshe

19
Jerusalem 9431619
Israel

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE
President: Rev. Larry Koslovsky, (713) 594-4518
1st Vice President: Rev. Joe Emerson,

(254) 931-1653
2nd Vice President: Lance LaBedelle,

(325) 227-9900;
lance.labedelle@caltech.com

3rd Vice President: Rev. Vanessa Mitchell,
(979) 574-0268

Secretary: Angie Hairrell, 11482 FM 2155,
Somerville, TX 77879, (979) 219-1582;
hairell@gmail.com

Treasurer: Lynette Urbanovsky, 1711 Gray Stone
Dr., Bryan, TX 77807; (979) 450-1820,
lurbanovsky@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Kayla Marek, 1804 Mallard
Ln, Taylor, TX 76574, (512) 944-2619;
kmarek2012@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant: Liz Ripple, 311 W.
State Hwy. 71, Fayetteville, TX 78940;
(979) 378-2239, lizripple@hotmail.com

Ministerial Alternate: Rev. Ryan Volkman
Pastor to Pastors: Rev. Whitmey Amos and

Rev. Charles Amos
Non-Voting Lay Alternate: Taylor Brinkley,

Ocker
Lay Members:
Austin: No Representative
BCS: Alan Haisler, haislera@ymail.com
Buckholts: Charlene Vogelsang,

cakv@hotmail.com
Caldwell: Lynette Urbanovsky (Treasurer); Martha

Huffman, mar thahuffman@gmail.com
Crosby: Debbie Clark, foxfire890@aol.com
Dime Box: No Representative
Fayetteville: Sandra Stepan,

sandrainaustin@yahoo.com
Good Shepherd: Lorenzo Wilson
Granger: No Representative
Houston: J.T. Verwold, dmverwold@yahoo.com
Industry: Harvey Treybig, harvey.treybig@gmail.com
Nelsonville: Jenell Zettel, (979) 203-8390
New Tabor: Robert Campbell,

rober tfcampbell05@yahool.com
Ocker: Lisa Sebek, sebeks@centurylink.net
Pasadena: Phil Michalik,

pmichalik1@peoplepc.com
Rosenberg: Alice Kocurek,

katalice8@gmail.com
Seaton:
Snook: Angie Hairrell (Sec); Connie Janac,

conniejanac@gmail.com
Taylor: Kayla Marek (Fin. Sec.), Sidney Srnensky
Temple: Jim Hiles, jimhiles1959@gmail.com
Wall: Paul Beatty, pbeatty@gmail.com; Lance
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Wesley: Beth Dusek, bethbrenham@gmail.com
West: Mike James, pswmhjames@gmail.com
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buddyallen@gmail.com

Lynette Urbanovsky Shimek, 13795 Alacia Lynette Urbanovsky Shimek, 13795 Alacia 
Ct., College Station, TX 77845; (979) 450-1820Ct., College Station, TX 77845; (979) 450-1820

Lynette Urbanovsky Shimek (Treasurer); 
Martha Huffman, marthahuffman@gmail.commarthahuffman@gmail.com
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23242 Hockman 
Rd., Defiance, Ohio 43512

(254) 722-4194



BRETHREN JOURNAL28 / November 2022

Send address changes to:
The Brethren Journal, 1103 Harrisonburg Lane, College Station, Texas 77845

24/April 2022 BRETHREN JOURNAL

N
O

N
 P

R
O

F
IT

 O
R

G
U

S
 P

O
S

T
A

G
E

 P
D

TA
Y

LO
R

, 
T

X
P

E
R

IO
D

IC
A

L

Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover).  These donations are tax deductible.
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The Brethren Journal, 1103 Harrisonburg Ln., College Station, TX 77845.
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