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Ten Years and Counting
By Jim Pokorny

This offering is incredibly spe-
cial to me as it marks my ten-year
anniversary as a contributor to
The Brethren Journal. Many of
you have reached out to me either
via email or in person on Sunday
mornings regarding these offer-
ings. The series I just completed on
Jan Hus seemed to strike a chord
and I am extremely grateful that it
did.

Although it is true that we con-
tinue to celebrate the life of Hus
each first Sunday in July, the con-
straints of time limit what can be
said about this man of God. The
principles and the teachings of Hus
inspired those who would later es-
tablish the ancient Unity of the
Brethren in 1457, 42 years after
his martyrdom. This young church
would completely break from the
established church by electing its
own priesthood ten years later.
This move was not taken lightly.
Before placing the matter in God’s
hands through the casting of lots,
they first entered a period of prayer
and fasting. As importantly, they
also insured that they permitted

God the opportunity to deny their
request.

As for Hus. I decided that my
best approach would be to write
a series of articles on his journey
through a complicated and often
hostile world. Rather than plan the
series out in advance, I decided
that the soundest approach would
be to metaphorically accompany
Hus on that journey and not limit
the number of articles and I hope
that I have succeeded.

In November 2015, a history
symposium on Hus was held on
the campus of Blinn College in Br-
enham, Texas. Dr. Thomas Fudge,
an expert on Hus, and the Rev.
Dr. Craig Atwood of Moravian
Theological Seminary were guest
speakers. A question arose as to
what Hus might have to say to us
today. In the opinion of Dr. Fudge,
Hus would no doubt be surprised
by the ever-growing number of de-
nominations that exist in the world
today, each of whom claim to fol-
low Christ. Understanding that
Hus felt he had been loyal to the

-
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President
325 Sunnyside St.
Houston, TX 77076
Call: 713-553-5542
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Catholic faith to the end, I will not
dispute that. Hus took exception to
the errors that had been introduced
and spoke out on desperately need-
ed reforms, but, speaking person-
ally, I think Hus would also have
something else to tell us today.

Along with his love for Christ
and the original church, Hus also
loved and defended truth. This
was evident during his ordeal
of humiliation when he stated,
“But I commit it to my most gra-
cious Lord Jesus Christ! For my
sake he bore, though innocent, a
much harder and heavier crown of
thorns; why should I, a poor sin-
ner, not wear this lighter though
blasphemous one for His name’s
and truth’s sake?” It is also evident
in his teaching: “Therefore faithful
Christian, seek the truth, listen to
the truth, learn the truth, love the
truth, speak the truth, adhere to
truth, and defend truth to the death.
For truth will set you free from sin,
the Devil and the destruction of the
soul, and ultimately from eternal
death which is eternal separation
from God’s grace and the joy of
salvation.”

In our modern world, truth is no
longer absolute. It has become a

Worship on the
2nd, 3rd, and 4th
Saturdays
10:00 a.m.

Rev. Mike Groseclose

FayettevilleBrethrenChurch.org
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relative concept. People often state
that what is true for one individual
may not be true for another. Hus
relied on scripture as his yardstick
for measuring truth and I think he
would advise us to do the same in
the present.

As for my own journey, the ob-
vious question to ask is: “What is
next?” The simple answer is that
I still plan to contribute. We have
been blessed with a rich history
and a remarkable heritage, so there
is absolutely no shortage of ma-
terial to explore. And the more I
learn about our collective past, the
more | appreciate being a member
of the Unity of the Brethren. I also
thank you for accompanying me
on the journey thus far.

I leave you with the words Mar-
tin Luther had for officials of the
ancient Unity of the Brethren —
“Tell your Brethren to hold fast
what God has given them, and nev-
er give up their constitution and
discipline. Let them take no heed
of revilements. The world will be-
have foolishly. If you in Bohemia
were to live as we do, what is said
of us would be said of you, and if
we were to live as you do, what is
said of you would be said of us.”

P.O. Box 1 ]hrj'!yﬂjtawlh TX 78940
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The Trouble With Doubt

AllTever wanted as a girl grow-
ing up was for those around me-
friends and family- to believe in
me, to believe that I was who 1
said I was, to not doubt what I
could do, and to not doubt my
good intentions.

I believed that I was the kind
of person who loved getting
to know people from all walks

By Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

i

of life and becoming a faithful
friend to them.

I believed that I could do just
about anything I put my mind to
academically and with extra-cur-
ricular activities- except math; I
had a rough go of it in Algebra
that soured me on math.

I believed that I was sincere

-

Rev. Mark Sebek

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 9283
College Station, TX 77842

BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION BRETHREN CHURCH

2650 Earl Rudder Freeway South
www.unityofbrethren.org
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Church at 10:30 a.m.

Off. 979-693-3606
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and always seeking to work well
with others and “keep the peace.”

Regardless of what you or I
believe about ourselves, oth-
ers will form their own opinions
based on their own rubrics that
we might never see. It is human
nature to want proof before we
“buy into” an ideology, a rela-
tionship, even a religion. We
want to “see” to avoid acquiring
a proverbial “lemon.” The ques-
tion that arises here is an age old
one and an essential one for ages
to come: where is faith in this
equation? Remember that 1987
hit song, “Have a Little Faith in
Me?” It’s beautiful. It’s the ques-
tion that Jesus asked of His first
group of closest friends here on
earth, the disciples. One of the
disciples just couldn’t “have a lit-

MINISTERS BENEFITS COMMITTEE

Rev. James D. Hejl, Chair
Liz Ripple, Executive Sec./Treas.
Members: Rev. Mike Groseclose,

Rev. Tim Chaplin, & Rev. Joe Emerson
Synodical Liason - Lance LaBedelle

(2nd VP)
Ex-officio: Rev. Dr. Larry Koslovsky

tle faith” in Him. He was stuck in
doubt. Doubt is code for: “I don’t
believe you” or “I don’t believe
in you.” Doubt can be a form of
pride, where you determine that
your judgment is elevated above
the other individual’s.

Thomas, one of Jesus’ disci-
ples, couldn’t get past his pride.
He was not around when Jesus
appeared to the disciples after the
Resurrection. Jesus, it seems, al-
most makes a special appearance,
just to dispel Thomas’ doubt that
Jesus did rise from the dead af-
ter the Crucifixion, just as He
had promised. The Book of the
Apostle John, chapter 20, verses
24-29, in the Holy Bible, shares
the exchange between Jesus and
“Doubting Thomas”:

But Thomas (who was called
the Twin), one of the twelve, was
not with them when Jesus came.
So the other disciples told him,
“We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless I see the
mark of the nails in his hands
and put my finger in the mark
of the nails and my hand in his

-

NEW TABOR BRETHREN CHURCH

2439 County Road 225, Caldwell, TX 77836
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008
Website: newtaborchurch.com Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m.  Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We're a
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David Johnson (979) 220-3822
pastorjdbama@gmail.com
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side, I will not believe.” A week
later his disciples were again
in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” Then he said to Thom-
as, “Put your finger here and
see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do
not doubt but believe.” Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” Jesus said to him, “Have
you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come
to believe.”

If you study Jesus’ interac-
tions with all the people He en-
countered in the Bible, you will
note that He, God the Son, who
humbled Himself in the form of
a human being, and came into
this world as an infant so that He
could grow and one day be cruci-
fied for the sake of all of human-
ity, so that all who believe in Him
will have eternal life, this Very
Christ, Fully Divine, also hu-
man yet without sin, expressed
emotions. He laughed. He cried.

He grieved. I imagine that He
was hurt when Thomas doubted
and refused to believe that He
would raise from the dead and
return. Notice though, that Jesus
set aside the hurt over Thomas’
doubt because the greater mis-
sion was for Thomas to set aside
his doubt and believe in Jesus,
and he did!

Some people may have doubt-
ed me at times growing up, and
it definitely hurt. Nonetheless, |
knew that God had placed a core,
an inner circle of loved ones in
my life, who saw what I knew to
be true about myself. More im-
portantly, I knew that God knew
who I was, who He had created
me to be, who I was becoming in
a wonderful way, because of my
Lord Jesus Christ. Moving into
my young adult years, I realized
that others’ doubt was unimpor-
tant relative to Christ’s love for
me, and so doubt stopped trou-
bling me. It has been a whole
new worldview. It has been Jesus
and me, together, weathering all
things, ever since. All I ever want

-

To communicate with the HUS Encampment...
..regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:
Kent Laza
4913 FM. 166
Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 220-1957
Kent.laza@verizon.net

*This must be done well in advance.
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now is for those around me to
know Jesus’ awesome and deep
friendship. Together, the Lord
Jesus and I set aside any hurt for
the sake of loving others at all
costs. What a precious calling:
DAILY PUT FAITH OVER
DOUBT!

As we move through this 40-
day period of Lent, where many
determine to give something up
in honor of the Lord Jesus Christ,
I propose that whatever you de-
cide, to give something up or not,
definitely work in deep prayers
and meditating on the words

of the Bible, to GIVE UP ANY
SHRED OF DOUBT THAT

Y MAY HAVE 1 H
JESUS CHRIST IS AND
WHAT HE IS CALLING YOU
TO DO.
GIVE UP DOUBTING JESUS.
CLING TO HIM WITH ALL

YOUR MIGHT.

ASK HIM TO GROW YOUR
FAITH, UNTIL YOU SAY TO
HIM, IN ALL CIRCUMSTANC-
ES, LIKE THOMAS DID AT THE
END, “MY LORD AND MY
GOD!” WHEN YOU CAN CRY
OUT THOSE WORDS, THEN
YOU ARE PUTTING FAITH
OVER DOUBT AND WORRY
IS NOWHERE ON THE MAP.

A worthwhile spiritual exercise
with “Resurrection Day” in view.

Amen.

Choosing Faith in Jesus
Over Doubt,
Sister Vanessa Mitchell

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.
Hallettsville, Texas 77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals
Phone 361-798-3271

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
m 401 (8907“;)1' Sxa;g 0§treet Sunday School
: 9:30AM
Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor . , .
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com Chlld.ren s Choir
(979) 574-0268 Practice, Sundays
10:15a.m.
Sunday Worship
Churchemail:. lifeatcbc@protonmail.com 10:30AM
Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
Ist & 3rd Wednesdays each- month
wwwilifeatcbe.org Come as you are ..., Friend us on Facebook!
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The Brethren Church of
Bryan/College Station

(The Little Church in front of the Big Glass Building)
Presents:

The Third Annual 42 Dominoes Tournament
And Raffle Fundraiser

Saturday, April 29th, 2023
The Church Fellowship Building

(*** Located on the Feeder Road South of the intersection of
Rudder Freeway (Hwy. 6) and 2818 across from Coopers BBC ***)

Registration: 8AM - 9:30 AM; Tournament Starts at 10:00 AM
All Proceeds Help Support the B/CS Brethren Church Building Fund

42 Dominoes Tournament:
Entry Fee: $20 per Team
Format: Pool Play in the morning + Knock-Out Round after lunch.
Prizes: Top 5 Teams Will Win Cool Prizes
Raffle:
$1-Ticket; $ 5-6 Tickets.
Door prizes for three lucky domino players.

Please contact David Kindt, Jr.
at 979-220-0867 or dkjhorseman@yahoo.com
for directions and/or more information.

Come join us for some 42, fun and Fellowship!

ADERHOLD GRANGER NATIONAL
FUNERAL HOME, INC. BANK
“Thoughtful Service --
A Payne Family Tradition” Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
West, Texas Granger, Texas
254/826-5321 www.grangernationalbank.com
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Rev. Adolfo Ugarto Gonzales
December 13, 1935 - March 2, 2023

Rev. Adolfo Ugarto Gonzalez was born on December 13, 1935,
in Great River, Rio Grande Barr, Nicaragua. He was baptized on
April 14, 1936, and was confirmed on March 21, 1948, at the Rio
Grande Barr Moravian Church. Adolfo attended the Rio Grande
Elementary School and the Moravian High School in Bluefields,
Nicaragua. After high school, he went to Bilwaskarma to study for
three years at the Moravian Biblical Seminary.

Rev. Gonzalez then went to Managua to study at the National
University of Nicaragua for four years where he received a bach-
elor’s degree majoring in education, mathematics, and English as
a second language. After graduating, he went to Costa Rica to con-

%

SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 F.M. 2155/ P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878
Church Phone -- (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.; Worship - 10:15 a.m.
Bible Study - Each Tuesday, 9:00 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study - Each Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Board of Elders President Youth Directors
Rev. Joseph Polasek Justin Lewis Randall & Jonna See
P.O. Box 54 P.O. Box 222 P.O.Box 345
Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878 Snook, TX 77878
(979) 272-1624 (979) 220-4732 (979) 272-8179

10 / April 2023 BRETHREN JOURNAL



tinue studies at the Latin American Theological Seminary for three
years. He returned to Nicaragua for two more years and earned a
master’s degree in education. Adolfo served six years as Principal
of the Moravian High School in Puerto Cabezas, Nicaragua until
he migrated to the United States in 1979.

After arriving in Houston, he served the Almeda United Meth-
odist Church as Music Director for eight years. Adolfo has served
and developed the Port Arthur Moravian Fellowship (originally
call the Miskito Moravian Fellowship) since the summer of 1988.
Though some of the first participants were Nicaraguan refugees
(Miskito Indians) who had come to Texas around 1980, a larger
influx in 1988 and 1989 swelled the membership.

Rev. Gonzalez was approved by the Unity Synodical Committee
in September 1989 as a “lay pastor for a special ministry in the
Port Arthur Moravian Fellowship™” and granted a Pastoral License
in 1991. Later he was approved for ordination by the Synodical
Committee meeting at its March 1991 meeting. He was ordained
into the ministry of our Lord on May 19, 1991, in Port Arthur, Tex-
as. Rev. Gonzalez was the pastor and served the Miskito Moravian
fellowship for 35 years, now called the Good Shepherd Moravian
Church.

A funeral service was held on Sunday, March 12, 2023, at Good
Shepherd Moravian Church. Rev. Dr. Larry Koslovsky officiated.

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas
P. O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas (Interim)
Cell: 325-656-8558
Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com
Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com
www. WallBrethrenChurch.net

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary
Rick Weise Brady Collard Roxie Holik
325-656-2620 254-229-5217 M-Th-7:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m.
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In Christ’s Love...

from the Foreign Missions Fields
From the Raiford’s

March 2022

Hi, I hope you are all doing
well.

This past year we have seen
a lot of changes in our life and
our ministry. Juquila has un-
dergone a lot of changes as well
and we have decided to move
full time to Oaxaca city. Since
June Juquila has restarted a land
war with some of the surround-
ing villages, which has killed at
least 12 people, two who were
close friends. There are now
people who go in groups in the
land around the town to alert if
people from the other village are
coming. That means that no one
can work their lands or even get
firewood for their houses. My
disciple Nahum and I lost all of
our hard work over the last two
years creating the cattle ranch.
He has been unable to go visit

the land since July and had
to sell all but one of his cows.
The safety inside the town is
ok, but you can’t go outside of
town at all. That is one of the is-
sues. Another issue is that over
80 people have left for the US
in the last year alone. Many of
them were some of my closest
friends. The village is now basi-
cally elderly people who receive
money from their children in
the US. Another issue we have
battled with since the pandemic
began is schooling. Eunice and
I have been homeschooling for
the last few years and it has worn
us out. The village is still not
having school full time and with
Ian now in the 4th grade we felt
he needed to be in a real school
before he got too far behind.
Eunice left the pharmacy with
one of our friends who has a lit-

-

Cross CHurcH on BIRDcREEK
2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502
email: ccb@crosschurchonbirdcreek.org

https://www.crosschurchonbirdcreek.org
youtube.com/channel/UCVsyYokWvdtloeQi9151rCA

(254).778-8759
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Rev. Tim Chaplin
(254) 718-6094
tpch4359@gmail.com
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In Christ’s Love...

from the Foreign Missions Fields
From the Raiford’s

tle store in the village. We make
sure the village has the medicine
it needs, and she is giving con-
sults over the phone. We plan to
visit each month to meet with
patients and visit our friends and
their families. Eunice went two
weeks ago for the weekend, and
it was a fruitful visit. Also, the
family that has been renting us
our home in the village has been
pressuring us about how long
we intend to stay in the house.
With all these factors coming to-
gether, Eunice and I felt it was
time for a change and we decid-
ed to make a decision that was
best for our family.

We have the kids enrolled in
schools here in the city and they
are thriving. Eunice is giving
consults out of our house for
now and gaining a lot of respect
in our neighborhood. 1T have
been working on a new minis-
try that I think allows our fam-
ily to live in the city to meet our
kids needs and will allow me
to work with indigenous peo-
ple all over the state. Our new
ministry is building a new type
of mission trip into the villages
that helps the people in the vil-
lage with practical knowledge
and gets Christians from the city
to go out and help people they
otherwise wouldn’t. I have been
visiting with pastors and they
agree that this idea would be

BRETHREN JOURNAL

beneficial to the church and help
get access to villages that need
Jesus. The basic idea is getting
Christians who are professionals
such as lawyer, doctor, account-
ant, business owners, veterinar-
ians etc. and set up workshops
in villages on topics they need
help in. We plan on doing the
first workshop on first aid since
we know a lot of doctors and it
is a subject that we know every-
one needs. Another one will be
on small business budgeting and
how to manage a small business
with one of our friends who runs
a small business here in the city.
Those are just two examples,
but it can reach into any area.
%

FOREIGN MISSIONS BOARD

Chairman:
David Miller (2015), Wall; cell (325) 245-5616,
dm103157@wcc.net

Unity Representatives:
John Brinkley (2021), Ocker

Paula Wagner (2015), Taylor; (512) 996-8846,
paulak1121@sbcglobal.net
Open Seat
Erin Brinkley (2015), Ocker;
erinbrinkley@yahoo.com
Alan Haisler (2019), BCS
Daniel Vojtek (2019), BCS

Synodical Committee Liason (1st VP):
Rev. Joe Emerson

Advisors:
Rev. Lawrence & Barbara Junek (Unity at
large)
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In Christ’s Love...

from the Foreign Missions Fields
From the Raiford’s

These types of outreach pro-
grams will help the indigenous
people get practical and honest
information to help their lives,
create a network of profession-
als in the city who can respond
via email or phone directly to
the people in the villages, get
people who would not normal-
ly participate in a traditional
outreach (hair cutting, puppet
shows for kids, free handouts)
to go and share their God given
talents to the world, and open up
a trust in the village that would
allow the further evangelization
of that town. The workshops
would be small and only have
the people want to be there. As
the ministry and network grow,
we can reach many villages,
and people would only need to
do a few workshops a year. My
job in this ministry would be to
find the teachers of these work-
shops and help them develop
their workshop. I know how
the people in the villages think
and the information that they
really need. I would work with
the professional to develop a
workshop that is understandable
to “regular people” while main-
taining the vital information.
This will give the villagers hope
and have someone from Oaxaca
they can trust while they navi-
gate their lives, and it will be an

14 / April 2023

opportunity for the work shop-
per to humble themselves and be
confident serving God with their
talents.

Many churches here view
a job as something that gets in
the way of ministry, not a tool
to help the world. I have seen
so many great people stop doing
mission trips because they are
serious people and don’t want to
put on a clown costume to reach
small children. Here in the city
my idea has been well received
and seen as a way to get people
back into missions. I know that
there will be more questions
about our plan, and I will be
happy to explain anything.

We will be coming to Texas
this summer in mid-July, I think.
We finally have all of our docu-
ments up to date which took
over a year to get because of
covid protocols. It was a night-
mare. Thank you all for being
by our side for all of these years
and we look forward to seeing
you in person this summer. God
has shown us a new way for-
ward in our ministry and we are
really excited to see the impact it
has on villages and on churches
all around Oaxaca. Thank you
again and blessings to all of you!

See you soon,

Phil
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In Christ’s Love...

from the Foreign Missions Fields
From the Kozak’s

March 2023

Dear Missions Committee of
the Unity of Brethren,

First, let us greet you all in the
Name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
I the beginning of our letter let
us say, how much we are thank-
ful and grateful to Father God
and to you that we have such
the privilege to serve as the sup-
ported missionaries of the Unity.
What a Grace of God!

You surely know about the war
tragedy in the Ukraine. Last year
was a challenge for the whole
Czech Republic for all Czech
people to help all refugees who
came to our land. Mostly it was
mothers with their kids.

Some of them did visit a
church. So, we knew that Lord
is calling us to help too. We did
participate on the money collec-
tions, but mainly we were fo-
cused on the kids. Mainly Stania
was involved to this ministry.
Prayers, encouragement, shar-
ing the Word of God... Mainly
the kids were (are) very devas-
tating because of the war. Also,
we did participate on the Chris-
tian Children Summer Camp,
where has been many Ukraine
kids too. Praise God!

One of our important minis-
tries is the care and ministry to
the kids from unbelieving fami-
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lies. It is so important for them.
They can see that we are — as
the Christians — quite different.
No bad words, no slanders or
other bad similar things. We
are arranging many workshops,
handworks, quizzes, games,
etc. They can share with us the
things, which they do not want
to share with their parents. There
is a time to share with them the
Gospel and stories about Lord
Jesus. I have a fun time when I
can teach them a bit English lan-
guage.

In the warmer time (spring,
summer) we are mostly out-
side and are reaching other kids
and youth. We do play outdoor
games and try to invite other
around us. It is a great time to
contact the parents.

Next our important minis-
try is ministry to the teens and
youth. Mainly in Olomouc there

%

The Community Christian
Church of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road,
Rosenberg, TX 77471
(832) 449-3358

Sunday School  9:00 am.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Eve  5:30 p.m.
Prayer Service and Bible Study
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In Christ’s Love...

from the Foreign Missions Fields
From the Kozak’s

are both small and big groups
(gangs) of the young people,
who are totally untouched by
the Gospel. We met one of them
last summer and it was really
something. There were about
30+ young people. Of course,
some did have alcohol, some
were smoking marihuana, some
were happy with us, and some
were arrogant and upset to listen
to the Word. Some were fans of
the Satanism too.

Some of them became friendly
and started to open their hearts,
willing to share their problems
with many questions. Of course,
most of them were from incom-
plete families, or do have prob-
lematic parents. Great time to
share with them Gods Plan of
Salvation in Christ! Today’s
generation of young people
is mostly having NO HOPE!
There are a HUGE number of
suicides of the young people in
Czech Republic. There is a very
small number of the believers
here, who would be willing to
go outside and share the testi-
mony, what Lord Jesus did for
us on the Cross!

We also continue in the minis-
try to the elderly people. We do
have many contacts and regular-
ly do visit with them, and we do
share the Gospel with them too.

Now we do work and pray to
have the doors open in a vari-
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ous Seniors Homes in our re-
gion. There are many, many un-
touched people over there! We
already found one. There was a
group of ten people, and we did
have a nice time together! Stania
did sing some songs and I did
share some Words of the Lord
in the parables. Praise God for
these meetings. Most of the el-
derly people are very lonely and
when we come, they like to talk
about their lives.

Another one of the most im-
portant ministries is sharing the
Gospel in the parks, squares,
streets and before the railway
stations. Beginning in the spring
there are many, many people
outside who never hear the Mes-
sage of the Cross, the Message
of the Lord Jesus about God’s
Grace. And because there are a
huge variety of the people, many
times we do meet ones who do
believe in the crazy things, in-
cluding Satanists.

We also have many online
calls when we can share and
teach the Word.

We are also happy to have
a small mission group in the
house of Jacob. He is a Chris-
tian brother who is involved in
the mission. But he has not had
many experiences with this type
of ministry. We are helping him
with Ukraine kids, and with the

%
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In Christ’s Love...

from the Foreign Missions Fields
From the Kozak’s

Bible study in his house.

We travel to the surrounding
cities to share the Gospel with
them. Like Zlin, Luhacovice,
Trinec, Decin and Dresden /
Germany.

In Dresden there is a small
group of the Gypsy believers
who are having problem with
the messages in the German lan-
guage. So at least twice a year
we do travel over there for a
short-term mission ministry.

We are praising our Father
God that we can participate with
Him in the Holy Spirit on His

Mission Field. Let us say once
again our BIG THANK YOU
for all you do for us.

BIG, BIG THANK YOU for
your ministries and good jobs
you also do for Lord’s Glory and
for the salvation of many!

May our dear Lord Jesus
richly BLESS YOU ALL, your
Churches and family members!
In His Holy Name with Prayers
and Love,

Yours,
Pavel and Stania.

SPJST Annuities

Keep your family protected

A Retirement Income
You Can’t Outlive

Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity

Qualified and Nen-Qualified
(Traditional and Roth IRAS)

5-Year Preferred Annuity
1=Year Annuity * 2-Year Annuity
3-Year Annuity

Ask about our life insurance

Insuring & Enriching Lives Since 1897

SPJST Home Office »
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Schedule and Details of Upcoming Unity Activities

April 1, 2023 — Adult Volleyball Day at the Hus Encampment. A
day of fellowship and volleyball for ANYONE over 21. More details
soon!

April 22,2023 - Spring Synodical Committee meeting at the Hus
Encampment, 8:00 a.m. kolaches and coffee, meeting begins at 9:00
a.m.

Save the Dates ...

July 20-22, 2023 (Thursday — Saturday) — 70th Biennial Unity of
the Brethren Convention at Camp Allen, Navasota, TX. Arrival/
check-in to the hotel is Thursday, July 20th at 3:00 pm. Dismissal
after lunch on Saturday. More information will be announced soon.

2023 Summer Camp Dates
ENCOUNTER ALPHA
ages 7-9 years old ages 10-11 years old
Camp cost: $250 Camp cost: $350
Camp Date: July 9 - 12 Camp Date: July 16 — 20
PIONEER DISCOVERY
ages 12-13 years old ages 14-15 years old
Camp cost: $350 Camp cost: $350
Camp Date: June 25 - 30 Camp Date: June 18 - 23
CHALLENGER HUS SCHOOL
ages 16-19 years old. In depth Leadership
Camp cost: $350 Program ages 16-Adult
Date: Not Held in 2023 Cost: $550

Date: June 4 - 16

For more information
about the Hus School Encampment go to ...

www.huscamp.org
Does your church/organization have an activity that you would like
to include in this listing? Please send activity information including
a contact name, phone number and/or email address to the Brethren
Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com. Information
must be received by the first day of the month immediately preceding
the month of publication.
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The Lord is
my shepherd,
| lack
nothing.
Psalms 23:1

A
e

T e

The 23rd Psalm is one of the most well-known
Psalms in the Bible. It provides comfort and
reassurance at all times of life! This lesson
will help kids see how the 23rd Psalm speaks

directly to them and how 6od knows what

they Face in their lives, and that he’s right
there with them—whether they're tired,

Facin? decisions, or even afraid. This lesson
will spread over the next two months.
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God’s Plan For David
Say: David wrote the 23rd Psalm. David was an important person in
the Bible. He was even a relative of Jesus—he lived many years before
Jesus, of course. He started out as a simple shepherd boy, and he
ended up being king! None of the good things in David's life would've
happened without 6ods love and care. 6od loves and watches over us
throughout our entire lives. Right now, you'e still young. But 6od
has big plans for your life. The Bible says so.
Read: Jeremiah 29:11. Say: Now think of a dream or hope you have
For your life.
Drawing Our Hopes

Say: Use a light-colored crajon to write orjog 3 dream you have For
Your life.

When completed, have them use their dark-colored crajon to

color over what they just wrote or drew. Reassure students that

their drawings will not be lost, but they will reappear in a cool

way.
Say: So%wetimes we face worries and may think bod isnt caring for us.
David wrote some psalms that asked 6od to hurry up and protect him
or that asked 6od not to forget him. But 6od never forgot David, and
he never forgets us. 6od is always watching out for us. 6od loves and
watches over us—all the time—even if we can't quite see it.

Show kids how to use the edge of a paper clip to scratch away

the dark crajon coloring on their paper. What theg wrote or

drew with the light-colored crajon will reappear.
Say: Look! Your hope for something good is still there, even when
Jyou couldn't see it.

Personalize 23rd Psalm

Option 1: Provide students a copy of the 23rd Psalm with blanks
where they can write their own name in. Read it with each child's name.
Example: The Lord is Jacob's shepherd...

P PPRPRPP
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Option 2: Psalm 23 with motions
The Lord is my shepherd; (point to self)
| have all that | need. (stretch arms out wide)
He lets me rest in green meadows; (put palms together at one side
of face)
He leads me beside peaceful streams. (make wavelike motions with
hands)
He renews my strength. (make muscles)
He quides me along right paths, (walk in place)
Bringing honor to his name. (point up)
tven when | walk through the darkest valley, (cup hands over eyes)
| will not be afraid, (hug self)
For you are close beside me. (point eft and right)
Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me. (cross fists in
front of you)
You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies. (pretend
to eat)
You honor me by anointing my head with oil. (touch hands to
head)
My cup overflows with blessings. (cup hands in front of you)
Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days
of my life, (turn in a circle)
And 1 will live in the house of the Lord Forever. (stretch arms up

high)

David the Shepherd
Read Psalm 23: 1-2. Give each child a couple of ping pong balls to be
sheep. Have them “quide” their sheep with their hands to still waters (blue
paper in another part of the room).

PPPRPRPP
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Daily Morsels for April 2023

by Mari-Anne K. Gordon and Dorothy E. Kocian
From the Holy Bible New Revised Standard Version, slightly modified

1. O give thanks to the LORD,
for He is good; His stead-
fast love endures forever! Ps.
118:1

2. The crowds... were
shouting, “Hosanna to the
Son of David! Blessed is the
One Who comes in the name
of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest heaven!” Mt. 21:9
3. Here i1s My Servant,
Whom I uphold, My Chosen,
in Whom My soul delights; I
have put My spirit upon Him;
He will bring forth justice to
the nations. Is. 42:1

4. For my enemies speak con-
cerning me, and those who
watch for my life consult to-
gether. Ps. 71:10
5. Jesus was troubled in spir-
it, and declared, “Very truly, I
tell you, one of you will be-
tray Me.” Jn. 13:21
6. He took the cup also, af-
ter supper, saying, “This cup
is the new covenant in My
blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of
Me.” 1 Cor. 11:25
7. Jesus said, “It is finished.”
%

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka
(254) 913-1244
jennchervenka@gmail.com

17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email: ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com
Phone: (254) 985-2240

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor
Dr. Brad Herridge
(254) 716-2578
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 482-0498
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Then He bowed His head and
gave up His spirit. Jn. 19:30
8. Joseph of Arimathea then
rolled a great stone to the door
of the tomb and went away.
Mt. 27:60

9. You are looking for Jesus
of Nazareth, Who was cruci-
fied. He has been raised; He
is not here. Mk. 16:6b

10. Go, tell His disciples and
Peter that He is going ahead
of you to Galilee; there you
will see Him, just as He told
you. Mk. 16:7

11. Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
Jn.20:16

12. Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disci-
ples, “I have seen the Lord.”
Jn. 20:18

13. God raised Him on the
third day and allowed Him to
appear... to us who were cho-
sen by God as witnesses. Acts
10:40,41a

14. He commanded us to
preach to the people and to

testify that He is the one or-
dained by God as judge of
the living and the dead. Acts
10:42
15. All the prophets testify
about Him that everyone who
believes in Him receives for-
giveness of sins through His
name. Acts 10:43

%

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens
And so fulfill the Law of
Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID
SOCIETY

Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President

Daniel Vojtek, Vice-President

Natalie Outlaw, Gen. & Jr. Dept.
Secretary, 979-589-2012

Ruth Ann Wuensche, Treasurer

James Marek, Board Member

Ann Sebesta, Board Member

Synodical Liaison: Lance LaBedelle,
2nd Vice-President

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Pastor
James D. Hejl
512-365-6890

TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH

Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas — 512-352-6423
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
Church email: taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Board President
Daniel Knippa
512-844-0208

Worship: 10:15a.m.

Secretary
Mary Kokes
M-Th 8 a.m.-noon
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16. Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me,
so I send you.” Jn. 20:21

17. Now the whole group of
those who believed were of
one heart and soul. Acts 4:32a
18. With great power the
apostles gave their testimony
to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was
upon them all. Act 4:33

19. How very good and pleas-
ant it is when kindred live to-
gether in unity! Ps. 133:1

20. If we walk in the light as
He Himself is in the light, we
have fellowship with one an-
other, and the blood of Jesus
His Son cleanses us from all
sin. 1 Jn. 1:7

21. If we confess our sins,
He Who is faithful and just
will forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unright-
eousness. 1 Jn. 1:9

22. He is the atoning sacrifice
for our sins, and not for ours
only but also for the sins of
the whole world. 1 Jn. 2:2
23. Jesus said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to

MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS BOARD
(2021-2023)

Rev. Whitney Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)
Rev. Charles Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)

rise from the dead on the
third day.” Lk. 24:46

24.  Repentance and for-
giveness of sins is to be pro-
claimed in His name to all
nations, beginning from Jeru-
salem. Lk. 24:47

25. In this way God fulfilled
what He had foretold through
all the prophets, that His Mes-
siah would suffer. Acts 3:18
26. Repent therefore and turn
to God so that your sins may
be wiped out. Acts 3:19

27. See what love the Father
has given us, that we should
be called children of God. 1
Jn. 3:1

28. You {Lord} have put
gladness in my heart. Ps. 4:7a
29. I will both lie down and
sleep in peace; for You alone,
O LORD, make me lie down
in safety. Ps. 4:8

30. There is no other name
under heaven given among
mortals by which we must
be saved. Acts 4:12b

Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

%‘ “Neighbors helping

Neighbors Since 1914
e Service all Pre-Arranged Funerals
e Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged
Funerals

e Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral
Plans

Rev. Tim Chaplin Bellville Sealy Wallis
Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill 865-3121 885-3535  478-6311
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Austin—  Bible Study at 10 AM
Worship at 11 AM.

—Rev. Joe Emerson

‘the last service was held on Sunday, July 3, 2022”

New Tabor - Sunday School at 9 AM &
Worship at 10 AM every Sunday, “Tune
Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.
— Rev. David Johnson

Bryan-College Station — Sunday School at
9:15 AM and Worship at 10:30 AM every
Sunday.
- Rev. Mark Sebek

Buckholts — Worship at 9 AM every Sunday
except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.
- Rev. John Kueker

Caldwell - Come as you are! Sundays —

explore the Bible @ 9:30 AM (all ages); KIDS

CHOIR practices @ 10:15 AM; & worship @

10:30 AM! Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday, join

the fun @ Family Game Night, 6-7:30 PM!

Check out lifeatcbc.org for spiritual resources,

events, videos, & more! Friend us on Facebook!
- Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

9 AM: Worship
10 AM: Faith Adventure
- Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Crosby —

Dime Box — Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.
- Supply Pastors

Fayetteville — Worship at 10:00 AM. on the
2nd, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays.
- Rev. Mike Groseclose

Good Shepherd Moravian — Worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.
- Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez

Granger — Worship service Sundays, 10 AM.
Bible Study Wednesdays, 5:30 PM.
- Judy Gotcher - Pulpit Supply

Houston - Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.
- Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

Ocker — Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School at 9 AM every Sunday.
- Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge

Pasadena - Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
— Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Community Christian Church of Rosenberg -
Sunday: Adult Bible Study and Sunday School
for children at 9 AM; worship at 10:30 AM.
Wednesday: 5:30 PM Dinner; 6:30 PM Bible

Study.
uo - Pastor Ben Kruse

Seaton — Sunday, 9:15 AM —Prayer Gathering;
9:30 AM - Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM — Worship Celebration Service.
Wednesday, 6:30 PM - Kids’ and Adult
Bible Study. ) _
— Rev. Denise Mikeska
Snook - Sunday School - 9:00 AM;
Worship - 10:15 AM.

- Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor — Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School 9 AM every Sunday with
free breakfast every 5th Sunday at 8:30
AM_; Friends Fellowship (seniors) 4th
Tuesday (except Nov. & Dec.) at 2 PM.
- Rev. James Hejl

Temple - Cross Church on Birdcreek —
Sunday School at 9:30 AM.; Worship at

10:45 AM.
- Rev. Tim Chaplin

Vsetin — A non-official member congregation
of the Unity of the Brethren — Worship at
10 AM Sunday.
every stnday — Dr. Mark Labaj

5th Sunday — Visiting Ministers

Industry — Worship at 5:00 PM on the 2nd,
3rd, and 4th Saturdays.
- Rev. Mike Groseclose

Nelsonville - Sunday School at 9 AM
Worship at 10:15 AM
- Rev. Michael Groseclose

New Beginnings (1103 Harrisonburg Ln., College
Station, TX 77845) — A Home Mission Project since
10/22/11 - Sunday School at 10:30 AM; Worship at
11:45 AM; Lunch after the service.

- Rev. Kay Polasek

BRETHREN JOURNAL

Wall - Sunday School (all ages) at 9:30 AM;
worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
Wednesday — Children’s Awanas, 5:30 PM.
- Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley — Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School follows.
- Rev. Michael Groseclose

West — Sunday School at 9 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
- Rev. Gerald Davis

Westheimer Community — Worship at
10:30 AM every Sunday.
- Supply Pastors
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DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Norska 42

77900 Olomouc

Czech Repubic

e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
230 SW Sandy Way

Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986
pbrmissions@gmail.com

Carolyn Groseclose

NDO

PO Box 630260

Choma, Zambia

e-mail: carolyngroseclose84@gmail.com

Joel & Teresa Jelski
Mazkeret Moshe

19
Jerusalem 9431619
Israel

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Chairman: Jon Farrow; (254) 718-1938;
jfarrow@hot.rr.com

Dan Merz (2021), Nelsonville

James Marek; (512) 844-8520;
james.Marek@cnbt.bank

Anna Wotipka; (979) 218-9043

Advisors: Rev. Whitney Amos &
Rev. Charles Amos

Synodical Committee Liaison:
Dr. Larry Koslovsky

HOME MISSIONS BOARD
Chair: Rev. Mark Sebek (2021)
Beth Dusek (2017), Wesley
Tillman Clark_(2017), Crosby
Rev. Larry Zabcik (2018)
Jerry Dove (2019), Fayetteville
Rev. Gerry Davis (2019)
Jon Farrow (2019), Temple

Liaison: Rev. Joe Emerson
(Synodical 1st VP)

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE
President: Rev. Larry Koslovsky, (713) 594-4518
1st Vice President: Rev. Joe Emerson,
(254) 931-1653

2nd Vice President: Lance LaBedelle,
(325) 227-9900;
lance.labedelle@caltech.com

3rd Vice President: Rev. Vanessa Mitchell,
(979) 574-0268

Secretary: Contact Liz Ripple

Treasurer: Lynette Urbanovsky Shimek, 13795 Alacia
Ct., College Station, TX 77845; (979) 450-1820
lurbanovsky@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Kayla Marek, 1804 Mallard
Ln, Taylor, TX 76574, (512) 944-2619;
kmarek2012@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant: Liz Ripple, 311 W.
State Hwy. 71, Fayetteville, TX 78940;

(979) 378-2239, lizripple@hotmail.com

Ministerial Alternate: VACANT

Pastor to Pastors: Rev. Whitmey Amos and
Rev. Charles Amos

Non-Voting Lay Alternate: Taylor Brinkley,
Ocker

Lay Members:

Austin: No Representative

BCS: Alan Haisler, haislera@ymail.com

Buckholts: Charlene Vogelsang,
cakv@hotmail.com

Caldwell: Lynette Urbanovsky Shimek (Treasurer);
Martha Huffman, marthahuffman@gmail.com

Crosby: Debbie Clark, foxfire890@aol.com

Dime Box: No Representative

Fayetteville: Sandra Stepan,
sandrainaustin@yahoo.com

Good Shepherd: Lorenzo Wilson

Granger: No Representative

Houston: J.T. Verwold, dmverwold@yahoo.com

Industry: Harvey Treybig, harvey.treybig@gmail.com

Nelsonville: Jenell Zettel, (979) 203-8390

New Tabor: Robert Campbell,
robertfcampbell05@yahool.com

Ocker: Lisa Sebek, sebeks@centurylink.net

Pasadena: Phil Michalik,
pmichalik1 @peoplepc.com

Rosenberg: Alice Kocurek,
katali mail.com

Seaton:

Snook: Connie Janac
conniejanac@gmail.com

Taylor: Kayla Marek (Fin. Sec.), Sidney Srnensky

Temple: Jim Hiles, jimhiles1959@agmail.com

Wall: Paul Beatty, pbeatty@gmail.com; Lance
LaBedelle (2nd VP)

Wesley: Beth Dusek, bethbrenham@gmail.com

West: Mike James, pswmhjames@gmail.com

Westheimer: Buddy Allen,
buddyallen@gmail.com
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Rev. Charles Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 791-9611

Rev. Whitney Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 913-5757

Rev. Linda Von Chandler, 13108 North
Ridge Circle, Leander, TX 78641.
(512) 836-2712

Rev. Tim Chaplin, 1326 Starlight Dr.,
Temple TX 76502. (254) 718-6094;
tpch4359@gmail.com

Rev. Gerald Davis, 1218 La Vega St.,
Waco, TX 76705. (254) 299-7743;
grdfbc58@gmail.com

Rev. Joe Emerson, 5404 Southern
Crossing Dr., Temple, TX 76502.
(254) 931-1653;
joe.emerson_ma@yahoo.com

Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez, 3913 Brinkman
Drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642.
(409) 293-2065

Rev. Michael Groseclose, 352
Nelsonville Church Rd., Bellville, TX
77418. (979) 865-3026

Rev. James D. Hejl, 309 Cherrywood
Circle, Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 365-6890

Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge, 5925 Mt.
Rockwood Circle, Waco, TX 76710.
(254) 716-2578;
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Rev. David Johnson, 902 Timberlane,
Caldwell, TX 77836.
(979) 567-1838(h),
(979) 220-3822(c);
pastordjpbama@gmail.com

Pastor Lisa Johnson, 10221
Centrepark Drive #737, Houston, TX
77043, (713) 548-4901;
writer.johnson@gmail.com

Dr. Larry Koslovsky, 4211 Misty
Timbers Way, Kingwood, TX 77345.
(713) 594-45 18 (c);
Iwkoslo@aol.com

Pastor Ben Kruse, 11714 Needville
Fairchilds Road, Needville, TX
77461; (71) 376-3646;
krusedadb@yahoo.com

DIRECTORY OF PASTORS

Rev. John Kueker, PO. Box 325,
Buckholts, TX 76518. (254) 605-0434

Dr. Mark L. Labaj, 3410 Meadow Creek
Lne, Temple, TX 76504. (254) 774-8179;
Baylor Medical Center, Round Rock,
TX, mark.labaj@utexas.edu

Rev. Denise Mikeska, 3894 Apple Cider
Road, Temple, TX 76501
sbcpastordenise@yahoo.com

Rev. Vanessa Lucia Mitchell, 2070
Carter Lake Drive, College Station,
TX 77845. (979) 574-0268;
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com Blog:
notboxingtheair.wordpress.com

Rev. Joseph Polasek, PO. Box 54,
Snook, TX 77878, (979) 272-1624;
josephjpolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Kay Polasek, 1103 Harrisonburg
Lane, College Station, TX 77845.
(979) 220-1289;
revkaypolasek@yahoo.com
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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
— from the editor

The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years. All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted. These records are invaluable for
Sfamilies who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination. It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover). These donations are tax deductible.

Send address changes to:
The Brethren Journal, 1103 Harrisonburg Lane, College Station, Texas 77845
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