
BRETHREN JOURNAL June 2023 / 1

THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL

Vol. 122 June 2023 No. 5 28 pages

In ThIs Issue...
Unity of the Brethren 70th Biennial Convention Invitation
Work Ethic… by Jim Pokorny
Change to the Hus Camp Summer Schedule

...and more!!
BRETHREN JOURNAL April 2022/1

THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL

BRETHREN JOURNAL January-February, 2000/1

Vol. 121 April 2022 No. 3 24 Pages

IN THIS ISSUE . . .

Christian Sisters Convention Invitation
Treasure ... by Rev. Vanessa Mitchell
Hus and the Resurgent Storm ... by Jim Pokorny
Hus Camp Schedule

. . . and more!

Westheimer Community Church Welcomes
New Members By Confirmation

(See story inside this issue.)

BRETHREN JOURNAL April 2022/1

THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL

BRETHREN JOURNAL January-February, 2000/1

Vol. 121 April 2022 No. 3 24 Pages

IN THIS ISSUE . . .

Christian Sisters Convention Invitation
Treasure ... by Rev. Vanessa Mitchell
Hus and the Resurgent Storm ... by Jim Pokorny
Hus Camp Schedule

. . . and more!

Westheimer Community Church Welcomes
New Members By Confirmation

(See story inside this issue.)

The 2023 Summer Camping Season Begins This Month! 
Be sure your favorite camper is registered for the appropriate camp.

(See more information inside this issue.)



BRETHREN JOURNAL2 / June 2023

THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
EDITOR -
Cathleen Schlechte, 261 Fieldstone Place,

College Station, TX 77845; 979-255-8266
editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com

BUSINESS MANAGER -
Ben Polasek, 1103 Harrisonburg Lane,

College Station, TX 77845; 979-220-9270
manager.brethrenjournal@gmail.com

BUSINESS COMMITTEE -
Chairperson: Lance LaBedelle

(Synodical 2nd VP)
Treasurer:Dorothy Milberger, 312 N. Lantana 

Cr., Sealy, TX 77474; mildw@sbcglobal.net; 
979-885-7129 (h), 979-492-5091 (c)

Secretary: Stacy Hooker
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS -
Daily Morsels: Dorothy Kocian

107 S. Barbara, Waco, TX 76705-1317
Sunday School Helper: Angie Hairrell, 

11482 FM 2155, Somerville, TX 77879; 
Hairrell@gmail.com

Jim Pokorny, jwppsa@yahoo.com; 
blog: otherbrotherjim.blogspot.com

RATE - $15 per year via hard copy/email
(All subscriptions expire December 31st)
For subscriptions, renewals, and giFt subscriptions, 
Hard Copy and E-mail, write The Brethren Journal 
Business Manager (see addresses above).
FOR ADDRESS CHANGES - Include address 
changes from your most recent issue and write to : 
The Brethren Journal Business Manager, 
1103 Harrisonburg Lane, College Station, TX 77845, 
or email manager.brethrenjournal@gmail.com
FOR ADVERTISING - 
Rates (per column inch per year)

Commercial coverage - $50.00
Religious coverage - $50.00

Write: The Brethren Journal Business Manager
FOR ARTICLE AND REPORT SUBMISSION- 
DEADLINE is the first day of the month preceding 
publication.
Write: The Brethren Journal Editor, 261 Fieldstone 
Place, College Station, TX 77845, or email: 
editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com

Permit #064220
The Brethren Journal (ISSN 0006-9655) is published 
monthly except for January and July, which are bimonthly, 
at $15.00 per year by The Unity of the Brethren through 
SuzAnne Kurten dba Your Business Center, 1050 S. Hwy. 
95, Taylor, TX 76574, 512-921-1068, periodical postage 
paid at Taylor, TX. Send address changes to The Brethren 
Journal, Attn: Business Manager, 1103 Harrisonburg Lane, 
College Station, TX 77845.

Visit the
Unity of the Brethren 

Website:
unityofthebrethren.org

Index:
70th Biennial Convention   3
Work Ethic                   5
Terrill 50th Anniversary                  8
Sunday School                   9
Father’s Day Fundraiser                12
Schedule of Activities               13
Hus Encampment               16
Vital Statistics                18
Daily Morsels                22

CHRISTIAN SISTERS’ UNION
2022-2024 OFFICERS

President: Carolyn Beseda, 
2515 Lazybrook Dr., Houston, TX 77008. 
(281) 546-7941; 
carolyn.beseda@att.net

Vice President: Anna Wotipka, 
652 County Rd. 324, Caldwell, TX 77836. 
(979) 218-9043; 
awotipka58@gmail.com

Secretary: Ann Sebesta, P.O. Box 115, 
Snook, TX 77878. (210) 244-3362; 
sebestaA2015@outlook.com

Financial Secretary: Dorothy Milberger, 
312 N. Lantana Cr., Sealy, TX 77474. 
(979) 472-5091; mildw@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer: Paige Hearn, 17150 F.M. 971, 
Granger, TX 76530. (512) 567-1436; 
usmcmom89@gmail.com

Synodical Committee Liaison: 
Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, 3rd Vice President
2070 Carter Lake Drive, College Station, TX 
77845. (979) 574-0268; 
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com



BRETHREN JOURNAL June 2023 / 3

g

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCHHOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 - (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. - Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill

Donna Verwold
President

325 Sunnyside St.
Houston, TX 77076
Call: 713-553-5542

Rita Tyson
Secretary

22015 Golden Cedar Dr.
Cypress, TX 77433
Cell: 713-899-8272

Invitation from the Synodical Executive Committee to the
70th Biennial Convention of the Unity of the Brethren

“More Than Able”
The Theme of the 70th Biennial Convention is 

Ephesians 3:20-21 (NIV):
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than 

all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”

To the Synodical Committee Pastors & Lay members, Del-
egates, Committee Chairs:

You are most warmly invited to the 70th Biennial Conven-
tion of the Unity of the Brethren, to be held at: 

Camp Allen, 18800 F.M. 362, Navasota, Texas 
on Thursday-Saturday, July 20-22, 2023.

Knesek Family 
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping 
Neighbors Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funerals
• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged 
Funerals
• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral 
Plans

Bellville
865-3121

Sealy
885-3535

Wallis
478-6311

The convention will 
begin Thursday, July 20, 
with registration at 3:00 
p.m. The evening meal 
will be served at 6:00 
p.m., followed by Wor-
ship and Holy Commun-
ion at 7:30 p.m.
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SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 F.M. 2155/ P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone -- (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.; Worship - 10:15 a.m.
Bible Study - Each Tuesday, 9:00 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study - Each Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
Pastor

Rev. Joseph Polasek
P.O. Box 54

Snook, TX 77878
(979) 272-1624

Board of Elders President
Justin Lewis
P.O. Box 222

Snook, TX 77878
(979) 220-4732

Youth Directors
Randall & Jonna See

P.O. Box 345
Snook, TX 77878 
(979) 272-8179

Delegates, Pastors and Day Guests must register by 
June 16, 2023. 

Room reservation forms will be emailed to all 
congregations and pastors. Please make your reservations 

through your congregation. 
The cost is as follows:

Single rooms - $130 a night 
Double rooms - $190 a night

All meals (breakfast, lunch, dinner) are included in the cost. 
No food is to be brought into the Conference Center. Room 
registration fees are paid by each congregation (not individu-
als; exceptions are Pastors) to the Unity. 

Day guests must also register with their congregation and 
pay a day charge of $35 which includes lunch, specifying the 
day of attendance.

Reports and the convention agenda will be sent out in ad-
vance.

Let us all join in prayer that God will bless this gathering and 
that the work of the Holy Spirit will be evident among us as we 
seek to serve our Lord in this day and time.

MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS BOARD
(2021-2023)

Rev. Whitney Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)

Rev. Charles Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)

Rev. Tim Chaplin
Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

In the love and service to 
Christ, our Lord

Rev. Larry Koslovsky, 
Executive Committee President
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Fayetteville Brethren Church

Worship on the 

2nd, 3rd, and 4th 

Saturdays

10:00 a.m.

Rev. Mike Groseclose

FayettevilleBrethrenChurch.org

g

Work Ethic
By Jim Pokorny

As 2020 ended, I received 
the news that the company 
for whom I worked for over 
29 years would be closed 
by the corporation that 
purchased it just six years 
before. I was not looking 
forward to starting over at 
that stage of my life. Early 
retirement was something I 
was urged to consider, but 
it was not in my nature to 
do so. Several factors were 
not in my favor such as 
my age, a pandemic, and a 
downturn in the economy 
to name but a few. I remind-
ed myself that God did not 
owe me anything and that 
things would progress ac-
cording to His timetable 
and not mine. In November 
2022, a good friend helped 
me land a contract posi-

tion originally scheduled to 
last two months. I accepted 
the position and made the 
most of the opportunity. At 
the end of the contract, my 
time was extended for two 
months. At the beginning 
of March, it was extended 
a second time.

In April, my superiors 
informed me that the po-
sition was planned to be 
filled permanently and they 
strongly urged me to ap-
ply for it. I did so and was 
interviewed the following 
week. Human Resources 
contacted me days later 
and offered me the position 
which I gratefully accept-
ed but more on that later. 
Many of my friends made 
it known how happy they 
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were for me. More than a 
few were kind enough to 
remind me how proud my 
parents would be. I will not 
dispute that. But I found 
myself regularly thinking 
about someone else.

His name was Josef 
Mikeska. He was born in 
September 1886 in Zad-
verice, na Moravia. Ac-
cording to the United 
States Census of 1900 he 
was listed as a Williamson 
County farm laborer who 
immigrated to America 
in 1893. As a young boy 
aboard the ship bound for 
America, passengers were 
given inoculations. Many 
became ill, including this 
young boy. Some even died 
and he witnessed burials at 
sea. Surviving this ordeal, 
the journey was completed, 
and he set foot upon Texas 
soil. 

In his mid-twenties, he 
married Frantiska (Franc-
es) Belicek on November 
28, 1912, in the Czech 
Moravian Brethren Church 
in Holland, Texas with the 
Rev. Joseph Barton Sr. of-
ficiating.

As a farm laborer he was 
no stranger to either ardu-
ous work or the hot Texas 
sun. He passed on his work 
ethic to his children and 
even his grandchildren. It 
was the same work ethic 
developed in the old coun-
try that was passed on to 
him.

He was intimately famil-
iar with the effects of the 
Great Depression that be-
gan in 1929. When the eco-
nomic crisis was felt close 
to home, he learned that 
he did not have sufficient 
funds to make the final 
$125 payment on the Ford 
Model A upon which the 
family relied. The seller of 
the car showed up with his 
attorney. Despite pleas for 
more time and family tears, 
the car was repossessed. A 
local mail carrier helped 
the family by driving him 
into town for what supplies 

The Community Christian 
Church of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road, 
Rosenberg, TX 77471

(832) 449-3358

Sunday School      9:00 a.m.
Worship Service  10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Eve     5:30 p.m.
Prayer Service and Bible Study



BRETHREN JOURNAL June 2023 / 7

Bryan/College Station Brethren Church
2650 Earl Rudder Freeway South

www.unityofbrethren.org

Rev. Mark Sebek

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 9283
College Station, TX 77842

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.
Church at 10:30 a.m.

Off. 979-693-3606
email: papasebek@gmx.com

he could afford and then 
drove him back home to 
the farm.

With the outbreak of 
World War II, two of his 
sons were called into ser-
vice. Only one of them was 
destined to return home 
alive.

He worked hard all his life 
from first light to setting 
sun until he succumbed to 
the effects of a heat stroke 
which impaired his speech. 
He still managed to work in 
the fields as he neared the 
age of 80.

In 1973, his beloved 
Frantiska was laid to rest 
at the age of 81. In 1975, 
his earthly journey was 
complete. He departed this 
world at age 88.

As for myself, I benefit 
from that same work ethic. 
True, my labors are more 

cerebral than physical, and 
I work in a climate-con-
trolled office instead of a 
field. But that work ethic 
is still there. It is a part of 
who I am and a product of 
those from whom I came. 
And it is that same work 
ethic that my current supe-
riors observed and found 
desirable.

Yes, my parents would 
indeed be proud. But arriv-
ing early each morning, I 
now enjoy my first cup of 
coffee at the office just as 
the first rays of the rising 
sun strike the State Capitol 
rotunda across the street. I 
then raise a silent toast in 
memory of that industrious 
boy who arrived in Texas 
130 years ago and whose 
grandson now works as a 
Research Specialist for the 
Governor of Texas.
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N E W  T A B O R  B R E T H R E N  C H U R C H
2439 County Road 225, Caldwell, TX 77836

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008

Website: newtaborchurch.com   Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m.    Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We’re a 
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David Johnson   (979) 220-3822
pastorjdbama@gmail.com

Terrill 50th Anniversary Celebration

Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill and Dr. Louise Bednar Terrill cele-
brated their 50th Wedding Anniversary at Houston Brethren 
Church.  Their family, church brothers and sisters, friends and 
relatives joined them for a fajita lunch on April 16th.  They 
were married in Kansas City, Kansas on April 7, 1973.
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Sundays are specials! It is the one day that we 
“reserve” for God. Going to church and Sunday School 
are ways that we can grow closer to God. God wants 
us to love Sundays! He wants us to want to come to 

Church and learn more about him. He gave us a 
wonderful world, full of sweet and precious things…

one of those really sweet things is ICE CREAM! 
This month we will use ice cream, actually, ice cream 
sundaes, to help us learn to cherish the sweet gifts 

of God. This includes SUNDAYS!

Taste and see Taste and see 
that the Lord that the Lord 

is good; is good; 
blessed is blessed is 

the one who the one who 
takes refuge takes refuge 

in him. in him. 
Psalm 34:8Psalm 34:8
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Bible Lesson: Growing Closer to God
Solomon Dedicates the Temple
Bible Verses: 2 Chronicles 7:1-10

Read the story of Solomon and the dedication of the 
Temple. Discuss the following questions:

Why did Solomon build the temple? To give the people of 
Israel a place to worship

What happened after Solomon finished praying? Fire came 
down from heaven

Why couldn’t the priests enter the temple? Because the 
glory of the Lord filled it

How long did the people continue worshipping God? 2 
days

What is one way you can grow closer to God on Sun-
days? Go to Sunday School, go to church, pray

Object Lesson: Sundays and Sundaes
Materials: Signs with the words Sunday and Sundae, ice 

cream and other items to make sundaes
This is the word Sunday. What do we do on Sundays? 

Sundays are sweet because we get to go to church. 
This is also the word Sundae. Does anyone know what 

kind of Sundae this is? This is like an ice cream sundae. What 
are some things that are good on an ice cream sundae? They 
are spelled differently, but 

both are very sweet. Let’s make Sundaes on Sunday to help 
us remember just how sweet it is to learn about Jesus.
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Game: Melt or Freeze
 Ice cream has to stay cold, or it will melt. In this game, I am 

going to name an object. If it is permanent and something that 
can’t be destroyed, then you are going to freeze like a statue. 
If it is something that is temporary, you will “melt” (slide down 
to the ground). Ideas: ice, flower, rock, apple, house.

Craft: Ice-Cream Names
Using brown paint, make a foot print 
for each child. Turn it into the ice cream 
cone. (see picture). Use construction 
paper to make “scoops”, one scoop for 
each letter in the child’s names. Write 
one letter per scoop and glue them in 
order. (see the second picture).
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Ocker Brethren Church 
Father's Day Fund-Raiser 

Sunday, June 18 1 lam-?? 
Seaton Star Hall 

$15 BBQ PLATES (Dine-in or To-Go)
Ribs, sausage, beans, coleslaw, westphalia noodles, and all the 
trimmings; dessert and tea. 

Silent Auction 

Gun Drawing 

Gift Card Raffle 
$1 or 6/$5 

1st- $600 Gift Card Basket:
$100 each to Wal mart, Green's 
Sausage House, Lowes, HEB, & 
Longhorn Steakhouse/Olive 
Garden; $25 each to ChicFila, 
Hobby Lobby, Clem Mikeska's, 
& Academy Sports 

2nd- $250 Visa Gift Card
3 rd- $150 WalMart Gift Card
4th- $150 Amazon Gift Card

THANKS FOR YOUR- SUPPORT! 
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**February 2023—Please note the changes above, for the 2023 ad. 

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH 
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas 

P. O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957 
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100 

 
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas (Interim) 

Cell: 325-656-8558 
Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com 

Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com 
www.WallBrethrenChurch.net 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m. 

President 
Board of Elders 

Rick Weise 
325-656-2620 

Director of Youth Church Office 
and Young Family Ministries  Secretary 

Brady Collard Roxie Holik 
254-229-5217 M-Th–7:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. 

Schedule and Details of 
Upcoming Unity Activities

June 3-4, 2023 – BYF Retreat and Volleyball Tour-
nament at the Hus Encampment State Business 
Meeting 8:30am, Worship & Communion 10:00am, 
Volleyball Tournament follows.There are no formal 
activities on Sunday. We will simply clean the camp 
and dismiss. ‘23-’24 Leadership team will meet brief-
ly after dismissal. 

June 11 – 16 - Challenger Camp at the Hus En-
campment.  This camp was added after the Hus 
School Directors decided to not offer Hus School in 
2023. (See Flyer in this issue,)

June 18 - 23 - Discovery Camp

June 25 – 30 – Pioneer Camp
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“But (I) have this treasure in clay
jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to
God and does not come from (me). (I
am) afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; al-
ways carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be made visible in (my body). For
while (I) live, (I am) always being
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be made
visible in (my) mortal flesh... so that
grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God. So (I) do not lose
heart. Even though (my) outer nature
is wasting away, (my) inner nature is

being renewed day by day. For this
slight momentary affliction is prepar-
ing (me) for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all measure, because (I) look
not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen
is temporary, but what cannot be seen
is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 15-
18)

I hear you, Momma.
I’m listening to the Lord just like

you did. Thank you for this great
Treasure.

I miss you.
I love you.
- Your little girl, always.

Praying With You All,
Just Another One of Jesus’ Clay

Jars, Sister Vanessa Mitchell

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203
Sunday School

9:30 AM
Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays

10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:30 AM

Come as you are . . .

Church email: lifeatcbc@protonmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com

(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org Friend us on Facebook!

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com

4) Do I understand that any ex-
traordinary power displayed in me
does not come from me? I am like a
fragile clay jar.

5) Am I willing to believe the truth
that the suffering that I undergo in
this body is for the sake of others
seeing You, Lord Jesus, in all your
power shining through me?

6) Do I commit right this moment
to not give up, to not be discouraged,
to run to You for the strength and
especially the JOY that I need as I
move through these struggles that
are temporary and momentary in view
of eternity?

7) Teach me, Lord Jesus, to trust
that You are preparing me for eternal
glory. Receive this prayer from me
now just as You did from a young
boy’s father long ago who wondered
if his son could be healed:

“I do believe; help me overcome
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

When the Lord God calls someone
home to Heaven, we often feel as if we
are left with nothing of our loved one.
We hold memories, but nothing com-
pares to the ability to hear that person’s
voice just one more time or the oppor-
tunity to hold and be held by the one
we miss so deeply. Then God steps in

and whispers to us through the words
of the Apostle Paul that the one we
love is with Him always. What peace!
Paul shares this reality with us in his
letter to the Roman Christians of his
day: “For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

I miss my precious mom, with her
flowing blond hair, her affinity for
leopard print and skills as an artist,
and her heart of solid gold. Yet my
grief has taken a new turn. I am
healing more fully now, because my
heart and my mind and my soul have
caught up to what her Lord Jesus, my
Lord Jesus, has been telling me since
she went to be with Him:

The Treasure is the power of Jesus
Christ surging within her and through
her that overflowed to so many and
continues even now as I embrace the
truth that Mom knew well and prayed
when she was well and when she was
ill, with lavender scent filling the
room as she sat with her Jesus in her
Amish rocking chair:

NEW TABOR BRETHREN CHURCH
2439 County Road 225 Caldwell, TX  77836

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008

Website: newtaborchurch.com  Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We’re a
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David Johnson (979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822
pastordjbama@gmail.com

Save the Dates ...
July 20-22, 2023 (Thursday – Saturday) – 
70th Biennial Unity of the Brethren Convention 
at Camp Allen, 18800 F.M. 362 Navasota, TX.  
Arrival/check-in to the hotel is Thursday, July 20th at 
3:00 p.m. followed by worship and Holy Communion. 

Please see Convention 
invitation in this issue.  

MINISTERS BENEFITS COMMITTEE

Rev. James D. Hejl, Chair
Liz Ripple, Executive Sec./Treas.
Members: Rev. Mike Groseclose,

Rev. Tim Chaplin, & Rev. Joe Emerson
Synodical Liason - Lance LaBedelle

(2nd VP)
Ex-officio: Rev. Dr. Larry Koslovsky
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am) afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; al-
ways carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be made visible in (my body). For
while (I) live, (I am) always being
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be made
visible in (my) mortal flesh... so that
grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God. So (I) do not lose
heart. Even though (my) outer nature
is wasting away, (my) inner nature is

being renewed day by day. For this
slight momentary affliction is prepar-
ing (me) for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all measure, because (I) look
not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen
is temporary, but what cannot be seen
is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 15-
18)

I hear you, Momma.
I’m listening to the Lord just like

you did. Thank you for this great
Treasure.

I miss you.
I love you.
- Your little girl, always.

Praying With You All,
Just Another One of Jesus’ Clay
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4) Do I understand that any ex-
traordinary power displayed in me
does not come from me? I am like a
fragile clay jar.

5) Am I willing to believe the truth
that the suffering that I undergo in
this body is for the sake of others
seeing You, Lord Jesus, in all your
power shining through me?

6) Do I commit right this moment
to not give up, to not be discouraged,
to run to You for the strength and
especially the JOY that I need as I
move through these struggles that
are temporary and momentary in view
of eternity?

7) Teach me, Lord Jesus, to trust
that You are preparing me for eternal
glory. Receive this prayer from me
now just as You did from a young
boy’s father long ago who wondered
if his son could be healed:

“I do believe; help me overcome
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

When the Lord God calls someone
home to Heaven, we often feel as if we
are left with nothing of our loved one.
We hold memories, but nothing com-
pares to the ability to hear that person’s
voice just one more time or the oppor-
tunity to hold and be held by the one
we miss so deeply. Then God steps in

and whispers to us through the words
of the Apostle Paul that the one we
love is with Him always. What peace!
Paul shares this reality with us in his
letter to the Roman Christians of his
day: “For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

I miss my precious mom, with her
flowing blond hair, her affinity for
leopard print and skills as an artist,
and her heart of solid gold. Yet my
grief has taken a new turn. I am
healing more fully now, because my
heart and my mind and my soul have
caught up to what her Lord Jesus, my
Lord Jesus, has been telling me since
she went to be with Him:

The Treasure is the power of Jesus
Christ surging within her and through
her that overflowed to so many and
continues even now as I embrace the
truth that Mom knew well and prayed
when she was well and when she was
ill, with lavender scent filling the
room as she sat with her Jesus in her
Amish rocking chair:
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God and does not come from (me). (I
am) afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; al-
ways carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be made visible in (my body). For
while (I) live, (I am) always being
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be made
visible in (my) mortal flesh... so that
grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God. So (I) do not lose
heart. Even though (my) outer nature
is wasting away, (my) inner nature is

being renewed day by day. For this
slight momentary affliction is prepar-
ing (me) for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all measure, because (I) look
not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen
is temporary, but what cannot be seen
is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 15-
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I hear you, Momma.
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4) Do I understand that any ex-
traordinary power displayed in me
does not come from me? I am like a
fragile clay jar.

5) Am I willing to believe the truth
that the suffering that I undergo in
this body is for the sake of others
seeing You, Lord Jesus, in all your
power shining through me?

6) Do I commit right this moment
to not give up, to not be discouraged,
to run to You for the strength and
especially the JOY that I need as I
move through these struggles that
are temporary and momentary in view
of eternity?

7) Teach me, Lord Jesus, to trust
that You are preparing me for eternal
glory. Receive this prayer from me
now just as You did from a young
boy’s father long ago who wondered
if his son could be healed:

“I do believe; help me overcome
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

When the Lord God calls someone
home to Heaven, we often feel as if we
are left with nothing of our loved one.
We hold memories, but nothing com-
pares to the ability to hear that person’s
voice just one more time or the oppor-
tunity to hold and be held by the one
we miss so deeply. Then God steps in

and whispers to us through the words
of the Apostle Paul that the one we
love is with Him always. What peace!
Paul shares this reality with us in his
letter to the Roman Christians of his
day: “For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

I miss my precious mom, with her
flowing blond hair, her affinity for
leopard print and skills as an artist,
and her heart of solid gold. Yet my
grief has taken a new turn. I am
healing more fully now, because my
heart and my mind and my soul have
caught up to what her Lord Jesus, my
Lord Jesus, has been telling me since
she went to be with Him:

The Treasure is the power of Jesus
Christ surging within her and through
her that overflowed to so many and
continues even now as I embrace the
truth that Mom knew well and prayed
when she was well and when she was
ill, with lavender scent filling the
room as she sat with her Jesus in her
Amish rocking chair:
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REMINDER FROM THE ACTING SECRETARY: 
All the convention information has been sent to ministers, synodi-

cal representatives, organizational members, committee chairpersons 
and other Unity contacts. Ministers and Representatives – please 
communicate so the person in charge of filling out the credentials 
form can return the needed information along with the credential fee 
of $250.00 per delegate. The deadline to send back delegate creden-
tial forms and for all Convention reports is June 16, 2023. Please 
return the credential forms with fees and all reports to Liz Ripple. 
Copies of the Convention invitation, secretary’s letter, and credential 
forms can be found on the Unity Website (see 2023 Convention).

Reservation forms for rooms has been sent by email to all churches 
and pastors. Attendees are advised to reserve your rooms by JUNE 
16, 2023. Please make your reservations through your church. The 
cost will be as follows: Single rooms - $130 a night; Double rooms 
- $190 a night.

Day guests will pay $35 a day with lunch included - dinner if any-
one plans to stay will be $20.

If you have not sent in your Brethren Fund Assessments for 2022, 
please do that soon. Annual Brethren Fund Assessments should be 
sent directly to Kayla Marek, Financial Secretary – kmarek2012@
gmail.com.
Contact for further information: Liz Ripple, Executive Assistant:
lizripple@hotmail.com or 979- 702-1886.
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that he was placing himself in jeop-
ardy. Although the church had lost a
tremendous amount of prestige, ap-
pealing directly to the Pope would
have consequences. Friends and col-
leagues would likely desert him. But
Hus stood by his convictions. Believ-
ing that his objection to the sales of
indulgences was correct and that God
approved of his personal stance, Hus
went on the offensive. He boldly
denounced the sales from the pulpit.
Drawing on his knowledge of Scrip-
ture, Hus preached on forgiveness –
“From all this it appears, dear Chris-
tian, that a man can receive the par-
don of his sins only through the
power of God and by the merits of
Christ. Let who will proclaim the con-
trary, let the Pope, or a bishop, or a
priest say: ‘I forgive thee thy sins, I
absolve thee from their penalty, I free
thee from the pains of hell’ – it is all
vain and helps thee nothing. God
alone, I repeat, can forgive sins
through Christ, and He pardons the
penitent only.”

Addressing the University on June
7, 1412, Hus testified that the sales
were in violation of Scripture. Just
three days later, priests encouraged
their sales in their preaching. Three
young men protested: “Priest, thou
liest! We have heard better things
from Master Hus; the indulgences are
a fraud!” The three were quickly ar-
rested and immediately sentenced to
death. Hus, with over 2,000 students
in tow, presented himself to their
judge and pleaded that they be spared
as their outburst resulted directly
from his teachings. As these proceed-
ings went on, a growing percentage
of the city grew agitated. Officials
grew increasingly concerned as the
crowd around the place continued to
swell. In fear, they begged Hus to
pacify the crowd and promised to
grant his request. Hus complied and
the crowd dispersed. These same of-
ficials then demanded that the execu-
tions take place without delay. As
news of this treachery spread, the

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas (Retired)
Cell: 325-656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com
Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com

www.WallBrethrenChurch.net

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary
Lance LaBedelle Position Vacant Libby Lane

325-227-9900 Tu-F: 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

The momentary calm that settled
over Hus and the Czech Reformation
did not last. The clouds of chaos and
controversy returned with the Coun-
cil of Pisa. Meeting in 1409, their goal
was to end the schism that plagued
the church. Their first act was to elect
Alexander V to the papacy. Next, the
Council deposed both Gregory XII
and Benedict XIII. Although neither
was willing to submit to the Council’s
decree, the newly elected pontiff was
recognized by the majority of Latin
Christians.

Tensions increased the following
year with the sudden death of Alexander
V. He was succeeded by Balthasar
Cossa, a man of dubious character.
Cossa assumed the title of John XXIII.
He was quickly driven from Rome by
Ladislaus of Naples, a supporter of
Gregory XII, who desired to unite all
of Italy under his guidance. Formal
curses between the rival popes were
exchanged. These anathemas did not
spare Ladislaus, who was labelled a
“perjurer, schismatic, reviler, heretic,
traitor, and conspirator.”

Hus and the Resurgent Storm
- by Jim Pokorny

During the crusade against the
Turks, indulgences for sin were of-
fered to those who participated in the
conflict, provided financing, or sup-
plied troops. A new crusade was now
proclaimed against Ladislaus. The same
indulgences would now be offered to
those who made tangible efforts to
oppose him.

The sale of these indulgences was
entrusted to commissioners. Two of
them, Wenzel Tiem and Pace de
Bononia, arrived in Prague in 1412
armed with a papal bull. This bull was
read in the churches. Purveyors of
these indulgences sold them in the
streets granting certificates of pardon
to the masses. The receipts were
stored in three large chests set aside
for this purpose. In some cases, in-
dulgences were distributed whole-
sale to the highest bidder. In what
was viewed as a scandalous abuse of
power, parishes and even entire dis-
tricts were absolved in this way.

Fully aware of the risks, Hus felt he
had to express his disgust directly to
the Pope. In doing so, Hus realized

CROSS CHURCH ON BIRDCREEK
2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502

email: ccb@crosschurchonbirdcreek.org
https://www.crosschurchonbirdcreek.org

(254) 778-8759 Rev. Tim Chaplin
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. (254) 718-6094
Worship: 10:45 a.m. tpch4359@gmail.com

youtube.com/channel/UCVsyYokWvdtloeQi9151rCA

For more information 
about the Hus School Encampment go to ...

www.huscamp.org
Does your church/organization have an activity that you would like to include 
in this listing? Please send activity information including a contact name, 
phone number and/or email address to the Brethren Journal Editor at:  editor.
brethrenjournal@gmail.com.  Information must be received by the first day of 
the month immediately preceding the month of publication.

2023 Summer Camp Dates
ENCOUNTER
ages 7-9 years old 
Camp cost: $250
Camp Date: July 9 - 12

PIONEER
ages 12-13 years old 
Camp cost: $350
Camp Date: June 25 - 30

CHALLENGER
ages 16-19 years old. 
Camp cost: $350
Date: June 11-16

ALPHA 
ages 10-11 years old 
Camp cost: $350
Camp Date: July 16 – 20

DISCOVERY
ages 14-15 years old
Camp cost: $350
Camp Date: June 18 - 23

HUS SCHOOL
In depth Leadership 
Program ages 16-Adult
Cost: $550
Date: Not Offered

** DATES HAVE CHANGED (Hus School will not be offered 
in 2023, and in it’s place, Challenger Camp is being offered.)
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Change Made to The Hus School 
2023 Schedule

After much consideration and debate, the Hus School directors have 
decided to change this year’s Hus School to Challenger Camp. 

Challenger Camp is a week-long camp designed for 16–19-year-old 
campers. It is an absolute blast! Please see the flyer below for updated 
dates and pricing! 
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VITAL STATISTICS
RECENT DEATHS

BRAVENEC, LOYCE P.,98, passed away on Janu-
ary 25, 2023. She was born September 7, 1924, in Chi-
cago, Illinois to Lillian and Robert Perkins. Loyce was 
raised in Houston, Texas.

In 1944, during World War II, Loyce married James 
F. Neely Jr., while he was home on leave from bomber 
command. Together they raised three children, Robert 
J., Linda J., and Diana G. Neely. Loyce married Wil-
liam J. Bravenec in 1973. Both enjoyed dancing and 
won many trophies.

Loyce is preceded in death by her husbands, James 
F. Neely and William J. Bravenec; son, Robert Neely; 
daughter, Linda Neely, and grandson Jeremy Sifford. 
She is survived by her daughter, Diana Neely.

A graveside service for Loyce was held on Friday, 
February 3, 2023, in Forest 
Park Lawndale Cemetery, 
Houston, Texas.

ADERHOLD 
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

“Thoughtful Service --
A Payne Family Tradition”

West, Texas
254/826-5321
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VITAL STATISTICS
RECENT DEATHS

MAREK, LESTER MILTON, 71, of Caldwell, Tex-
as passed away peacefully on March 22nd in College 
Station, Texas. He was a member of the Houston Breth-
ren Church.

Lester spent most of his life in Houston, graduating 
from Reagan High School in 1969. He worked at Shell 
Oil Company for many years and retired from Conti-
nental Airlines. After retirement, he spent most of his 
time traveling, especially to his favorite destination of 
Las Vegas. He was a big fan of the Houston Astros and 
cheered them on enthusiastically. 

Lester is preceded in death by his parents, Rosalie and 
Milton.

He is survived by his sister, Diana Gilbert and her hus-
band Mike, his niece Tami Whitmarsh and her husband 
Brad, and his nephew Jason Gilbert and his wife Mea-
gan. He is also survived by his great-nieces, Camryn 
Whitmarsh, Lauren Whitmarsh, Peyton Whitmarsh, 
Anna Gilbert, and Haley Gilbert.

Graveside services and internment was Saturday, 
March 25 at 1:00 in Snook, Texas where Lester will rest 
near his parents.
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VITAL STATISTICS
RECENT DEATHS

SMOTEK, MARGARET A., 97, of Hallettsville, 
went to be with the Lord on March 14, 2023. She 
was born on February 25, 1926, to Eddie & Ama-
lie Klechka Schiller, in Howellville, Texas. Mar-
garet was a member of the Houston Czech Mora-
vian Brethren Church in Houston, Texas for many 
years. She was active in the Christian Sisters and 
taught confirmation classes. She also participated 
in numerous organizations including the Extension 
Club, American Legion Auxiliary, the local Food 
Bank, and the Czech Heritage Society. She was 
also a 50 year plus member of SPJST.

Margaret married Albert E. Smotek on September 
15, 1946, in Houston. Both Margaret and her hus-
band loved to dance and frequently attended polka 
dances.

Margaret worked for 25 years at Curtis 1000, a 
printing company, as an executive secretary. Upon 
retirement, Margaret and Albert moved to Hal-
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To communicate with the HUS Encampment...
...regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact: 

Kent Laza
4913 F.M. 166

Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 220-1957

Kent.laza@verizon.net
    *This must be done well in advance.

VITAL STATISTICS
RECENT DEATHS

lettsville, Texas and began living the country life! 
There they attended the Czech Moravian Brethren 
Church of Vsetin.

Margaret is survived by; daughter Peggy Frese 
(Patrick), son Glenn Smotek (Ronda), 7 grandchil-
dren, 9 great grandchildren, and numerous nieces, 
nephews & friends. 
She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
parents and brother El-
ton Schiller.

Funeral Service 
was held on Satur-
day, March 18, 2023, 
at Czech Moravian 
Brethren Church of 
Vsetin. Pallbearers: 
Howard Faust, Alan 
Hozak, Patrick Frese.

FOREIGN MISSIONS BOARD

Chairman:  
David Miller (2015), Wall; cell (325) 245-5616, 
dm103157@wcc.net

Unity Representatives:  
John Brinkley (2021), Ocker
Paula Wagner (2015), Taylor; (512) 996-8846, 
paulak1121@sbcglobal.net
Open Seat
Erin Brinkley (2015), Ocker; 
erinbrinkley@yahoo.com
Alan Haisler (2019), BCS
Daniel Vojtek (2019), BCS

Synodical Committee Liason (1st VP):  
Rev. Joe Emerson

Advisors:  
Rev. Lawrence & Barbara Junek (Unity at 
large)
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TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas – 512-352-6423

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
Church email: taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor Board President Secretary

James D. Hejl Daniel Knippa Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-844-0208 M-Th 8 a.m.-noon

For more information about the Hus School Encampment go to:
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would
like to include in this listing? Please send activity information
including a contact name, phone number, and/or email address to
the Brethren Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com.
Information must be received by the first day of the month
immediately preceding the month of publication.

2022 Summer Camp Dates

ENCOUNTER ALPHA
Ages 7-9 years old Ages 10-11 years old
Camp Cost: $250 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: June 21-23 Camp Date: June 26-30

PIONEER DISCOVERY
Ages 12-13 years old Ages 14-15 years old
Camp Cost: $350 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: July 17-22 Camp Date: June 12-17

CHALLENGER HUS SCHOOL
Ages 16-19 years old In-depth Leadership Program
Camp Cost: $350 Ages 16-Adult
Camp Date: July 10-15 Cost: $550

Date: Not Held in 2022

Schedule and Details of Upcoming
Unity Activities

April 17, 2022 – Resurrection Sunday/Easter

April 30, 2022 – Christian Sisters’ Convention at the Hus
Encampment, Caldwell. Registration begins at 8:30 AM (a light
breakfast will be served). Morning Worship Service and Communion
will be at 9:30 AM. Lunch will be served (Free Will donation), and after
lunch will be a Memorial Service. For those wishing to spend the night
at the camp, it will be available starting 5 PM Friday, April 29, 2022.

Save the Dates . . .

July 9-10, 2022 – BYF Retreat and Volleyball Tournament at the
Hus Encampment. Be looking for more information coming in Spring
2022.

OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email: ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com
Phone: (254) 985-2240

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor
Dr. Brad Herridge

(254) 716-2578
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka

(254) 913-1244
jennchervenka@gmail.com

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 482-0498

1.  O LORD, our Sovereign, 
how majestic is Your name in 
all the earth!  Ps. 8:1a
2.  You have set Your glory 
above the heavens.  Ps. 8:1b
3.  I look at Your heavens, 
the work of Your fingers, the 
moon and the stars that You 
have established. Ps. 8:3
4.  Jesus said, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has 
been given to Me.” Mt. 28:18 
5.  Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations. Mt. 
28:19a 
6.  Baptize them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Mt. 
28:19b
7.  Teach them to obey every-
thing that I have commanded 
you. Mt. 28:20a 
8.  Remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age. 

Mt. 28:20b 
9.  Finally, brothers and sis-
ters, farewell. Put things in 
order, listen to my appeal, 
agree with one another, live in 
peace. 2 Cor. 13:11a
10.  The grace of the Lord Je-
sus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with all of you.  
2 Cor. 13:13 
11.  Rejoice in the Lord, O 
you righteous.  Ps. 33:1a
12.  For the word of the Lord 
is upright, and all His work is 
done in faithfulness. Ps. 33:4 
13.  He loves righteousness 
and justice; the earth is full of 
the steadfast love of the Lord. 
Ps. 33:5 
14.  Let all the earth fear the 
Lord; let all the inhabitants 
of the world stand in awe of 

Daily Morsels for June 2023
by Mari-Anne K. Gordon and Dorothy E. Kocian

From the Holy Bible New Revised Standard Version, slightly modified

g
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Him. Ps. 33:8
15.  The counsel of the Lord 
stands forever, the thoughts of 
His heart to all generations. 
Ps. 33:11 
16.  I the LORD desire stead-
fast love and not sacrifice, the 
knowledge of God rather than 
burnt offerings. Hos. 6:6
17.  The promise that he 
would inherit the world did 
not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law 
but through the righteousness 
of faith. Rom. 4:13
18.  Therefore, since we are 

justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Rom. 5:1
19.  Through Him we have ob-
tained access to this grace in 
which we stand; and we boast 
in our hope of sharing the glo-
ry of God. Rom. 5:2
20.  We also boast in our suf-
ferings, knowing that suffer-
ing produces endurance. Rom. 
5:3
21.  Endurance produces char-
acter, and character produces 
hope. Rom. 5:4 

16/April 2022 BRETHREN JOURNAL BRETHREN JOURNAL April 2022/17

TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas – 512-352-6423

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
Church email: taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor Board President Secretary

James D. Hejl Daniel Knippa Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-844-0208 M-Th 8 a.m.-noon

For more information about the Hus School Encampment go to:
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would
like to include in this listing? Please send activity information
including a contact name, phone number, and/or email address to
the Brethren Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com.
Information must be received by the first day of the month
immediately preceding the month of publication.

2022 Summer Camp Dates

ENCOUNTER ALPHA
Ages 7-9 years old Ages 10-11 years old
Camp Cost: $250 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: June 21-23 Camp Date: June 26-30

PIONEER DISCOVERY
Ages 12-13 years old Ages 14-15 years old
Camp Cost: $350 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: July 17-22 Camp Date: June 12-17

CHALLENGER HUS SCHOOL
Ages 16-19 years old In-depth Leadership Program
Camp Cost: $350 Ages 16-Adult
Camp Date: July 10-15 Cost: $550

Date: Not Held in 2022

Schedule and Details of Upcoming
Unity Activities

April 17, 2022 – Resurrection Sunday/Easter

April 30, 2022 – Christian Sisters’ Convention at the Hus
Encampment, Caldwell. Registration begins at 8:30 AM (a light
breakfast will be served). Morning Worship Service and Communion
will be at 9:30 AM. Lunch will be served (Free Will donation), and after
lunch will be a Memorial Service. For those wishing to spend the night
at the camp, it will be available starting 5 PM Friday, April 29, 2022.

Save the Dates . . .

July 9-10, 2022 – BYF Retreat and Volleyball Tournament at the
Hus Encampment. Be looking for more information coming in Spring
2022.

OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email: ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com
Phone: (254) 985-2240

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor
Dr. Brad Herridge

(254) 716-2578
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka

(254) 913-1244
jennchervenka@gmail.com

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 482-0498

Daily Morsels for June 2023
by Mari-Anne K. Gordon and Dorothy E. Kocian

From the Holy Bible New Revised Standard Version, slightly modified
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PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens 

And so fulfill the Law of 
Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID
SOCIETY

Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President
Daniel Vojtek, Vice-President
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. & Jr. Dept.
     Secretary, 979-589-2012
Ruth Ann Wuensche, Treasurer
James Marek, Board Member
Ann Sebesta, Board Member
Synodical Liaison: Lance LaBedelle,
     2nd Vice-President

22.  Hope does not disappoint 
us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that 
has been given to us. Rom. 
5:5
23.  Whoever does not take up 
the cross and follow Me is not 
worthy of Me. Mt. 10:38
24.  Those who find their life 
will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for My sake will 
find it. Mt. 10:39
25.  But God proves His love 
for us in that while we still 
were sinners Christ died for 
us. Rom. 5:8
26.  Do you not know that all 

of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were bap-
tized into His death? Rom. 6:3
27.  Therefore, we have been 
buried with Him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Fa-
ther, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. Rom. 6:4
28.  We know that our old 
self was crucified with Him 
so that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, and we might 
no longer be enslaved to sin. 
Rom. 6:6
29.  He Himself is before all 
things, and in Him all things 
hold together.  Col. 1:17
30.  For in Him we live and 
move and have our being.  
Acts 17:28a

Daily Morsels for June 2023
by Mari-Anne K. Gordon and Dorothy E. Kocian

From the Holy Bible New Revised Standard Version, slightly modified

BOARD OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Chair:  Kari Raesz – (2021) Taylor, 
kari.raesz@icloud.com

Debbie Clark – (2014) Crosby 
Deanna Hairrell – (2019) Snook 
Jordan Eilers – (2019) Ocker 
Open seat
Open seat
Jennifer Chervenka – Youth 

Coordinator, Ocker
Synodical Liaison – Rev. Vanessa 

Mitchell, 3rd Vice-President
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Austin –  Bible Study at 10 AM
 Worship at 11 AM.

– Rev. Joe Emerson
“the last service was held on Sunday, July 3, 2022”

Bryan-College Station – Sunday School at
9:15 AM and Worship at 10:30 AM every 
Sunday.

– Rev. Mark Sebek
Buckholts – Worship at 9 AM every Sunday 

except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker
Caldwell – Come as you are! Sundays –

explore the Bible @ 9:30 AM (all ages); KIDS 
CHOIR practices @ 10:15 AM; & worship @ 
10:30 AM! Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday, join 
the fun @ Family Game Night, 6-7:30 PM! 
Check out lifeatcbc.org for spiritual resources, 
events, videos, & more! Friend us on Facebook!

– Rev. Vanessa Mitchell
Crosby –  9 AM: Worship
 10 AM: Faith Adventure

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky
Dime Box – Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.

– Supply Pastors
Fayetteville – Worship at 10:00 AM. on the

2nd, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays.
– Rev. Mike Groseclose

Good Shepherd Moravian – Worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

– Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez
Granger – Worship service Sundays, 10 AM. 

Bible Study Wednesdays, 5:30 PM.
– Judy Gotcher - Pulpit Supply

Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill
Industry – Worship at 5:00 PM on the 2nd, 

3rd, and 4th Saturdays.
– Rev. Mike Groseclose

Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9 AM
Worship at 10:15 AM

– Rev. Michael Groseclose
New Beginnings (1103 Harrisonburg Ln., College 
Station, TX 77845) – A Home Mission Project since 
10/22/11 – Sunday School at 10:30 AM; Worship at 
11:45 AM; Lunch after the service.

– Rev. Kay Polasek

New Tabor – Sunday School at 9 AM &
Worship at 10 AM every Sunday, “Tune
Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. David Johnson
Ocker – Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

Sunday School at 9 AM every Sunday.
– Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge

Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky
Community Christian Church of Rosenberg –

Sunday: Adult Bible Study and Sunday School 
for children at 9 AM; worship at 10:30 AM. 
Wednesday: 5:30 PM Dinner; 6:30 PM Bible 
Study.

– Pastor Ben Kruse
Seaton – Sunday, 9:15 AM –Prayer Gathering; 

9:30 AM – Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM – Worship Celebration Service.
Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kids’ and Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Denise Mikeska
Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;

Worship – 10:15 AM.
– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School 9 AM every Sunday with
free breakfast every 5th Sunday at 8:30
AM.; Friends Fellowship (seniors) 4th
Tuesday (except Nov. & Dec.) at 2 PM.

– Rev. James Hejl
Temple – Cross Church on Birdcreek –

Sunday School at 9:30 AM.; Worship at
10:45 AM.

– Rev. Tim Chaplin
Vsetin – A non-official member congregation

of the Unity of the Brethren – Worship at
10 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (all ages) at 9:30 AM; 
worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
Wednesday – Children’s Awanas, 5:30 PM.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas
Wesley – Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.

Sunday School follows.
– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Gerald Davis
Westheimer Community – Worship at

10:30 AM every Sunday.
– Supply Pastors
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Rev. Charles Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 791-9611

Rev. Whitney Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 913-5757

Rev. Linda Von Chandler, 13108 North
Ridge Circle, Leander, TX 78641.
(512) 836-2712

Rev. Tim Chaplin, 1326 Starlight Dr.,
Temple TX 76502. (254) 718-6094;
tpch4359@gmail.com

Rev. Gerald Davis, 1218 La Vega St.,
Waco, TX 76705. (254) 299-7743;
grdfbc58@gmail.com

Rev. Joe Emerson, 5404 Southern
Crossing Dr., Temple, TX 76502.
(254) 931-1653;
joe.emerson_ma@yahoo.com

Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez, 3913 Brinkman
Drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642.
(409) 293-2065

Rev. Michael Groseclose, 352
Nelsonville Church Rd., Bellville, TX
77418. (979) 865-3026

Rev. James D. Hejl, 309 Cherrywood
Circle, Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 365-6890

Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge, 5925 Mt.
Rockwood Circle, Waco, TX 76710.
(254) 716-2578;
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Rev. David Johnson, 902 Timberlane,
Caldwell, TX 77836.
(979) 567-1838(h),
(979) 220-3822(c);
pastordjbama@gmail.com

Pastor Lisa Johnson, 10221
Centrepark Drive #737, Houston, TX
77043, (713) 548-4901;
writer.johnson@gmail.com

Dr. Larry Koslovsky, 4211 Misty
Timbers Way, Kingwood, TX 77345.
(713) 594-45 18 (c);
lwkoslo@aol.com

Pastor Ben Kruse, 11714 Needville
Fairchilds Road, Needville, TX
77461; (71) 376-3646;
krusedadb@yahoo.com

DIRECTORY OF PASTORS

Rev. John Kueker, P.O. Box 325,
Buckholts, TX 76518. (254) 605-0434

Dr. Mark L. Labaj, 3410 Meadow Creek
Lne, Temple, TX 76504. (254) 774-8179;
Baylor Medical Center, Round Rock,
TX, mark.labaj@utexas.edu

Rev. Denise Mikeska, 409 E. Upshaw,
Temple, TX 76501.
dkaym@hot.rr.com

Rev. Vanessa Lucia Mitchell, 2070
Carter Lake Drive, College Station,
TX 77845. (979) 574-0268;
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com Blog:
notboxingtheair.wordpress.com

Rev. Joseph Polasek, P.O. Box 54,
Snook, TX 77878, (979) 272-1624;
josephjpolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Kay Polasek, 1103 Harrisonburg
Lane, College Station, TX 77845.
(979) 220-1289;
revkaypolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Mark Sebek, 9235 FM 437,
Rogers, TX 76569. (254) 931-2000;
papasebek@gmx.com

Rev. Tommy Tallas, 206 Glenmore
Drive, San Angelo, TX 76903.
(325) 656-8558; rev.tjt@gmail.com

Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill, 7 Torch Pine
Court, The Woodlands, TX 77381.
(281) 744-1147
jerryleeterrill@comcast.net

Rev. Ryan Volkman, 4905 Oaklawn
Blvd., San Angelo, TX 76904, (325)
213-0671; ryvolkman@gmail.com

Rev. Larry Zabcik, 2013 Burnie
Bishop Place, Cedar Park, TX
78613. (512) 992-5824;
zabcikville@ymail.com

RETIRED PASTORS
Rev. Curtis Holland, 1017 Southwood,

Waco, TX 76712. (254) 715-0477

Rev. Lawrence Junek, 3316 Lyle,
Waco, TX 76708. (254) 714-2622

Rev. Al Newby, 2210 Forest Trail,
Temple, TX 76502. (254) 778-1860

HOME MISSIONS BOARD
Chair:  Rev. Mark Sebek (2021)
Beth Dusek (2017), Wesley
Tillman Clark (2017), Crosby
Rev. Larry Zabcik (2018)
Jerry Dove (2019), Fayetteville
Rev. Gerry Davis (2019)
Jon Farrow (2019), Temple
Liaison: Rev. Joe Emerson

(Synodical 1st VP)

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Chairman: Jon Farrow; (254) 718-1938;

jfarrow@hot.rr.com
Dan Merz (2021), Nelsonville
James Marek; (512) 844-8520;

james.Marek@cnbt.bank
Anna Wotipka; (979) 218-9043
Advisors: Rev. Whitney Amos &

Rev. Charles Amos
Synodical Committee Liaison:

Dr. Larry Koslovsky

DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Norska 42
77900 Olomouc
Czech Repubic
e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
230 SW Sandy Way
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986
pbrmissions@gmail.com

Rob and Anne Thiessen
25 E. Camino Nacional
Tlalixtac de Cabrera
Oaxaca, MEXICO 68627
(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
e-mail: rvthiessen@gmail.com

Carolyn Groseclose
NDO
PO Box 630260
Choma, Zambia
e-mail: carolyngroseclose84@gmail.com

Joel & Teresa Jelski
Mazkeret Moshe

19
Jerusalem 9431619
Israel

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE
President: Rev. Larry Koslovsky, (713) 594-4518
1st Vice President: Rev. Joe Emerson,

(254) 931-1653
2nd Vice President: Lance LaBedelle,

(325) 227-9900;
lance.labedelle@caltech.com

3rd Vice President: Rev. Vanessa Mitchell,
(979) 574-0268

Secretary: Angie Hairrell, 11482 FM 2155,
Somerville, TX 77879, (979) 219-1582;
hairell@gmail.com

Treasurer: Lynette Urbanovsky, 1711 Gray Stone
Dr., Bryan, TX 77807; (979) 450-1820,
lurbanovsky@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Kayla Marek, 1804 Mallard
Ln, Taylor, TX 76574, (512) 944-2619;
kmarek2012@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant: Liz Ripple, 311 W.
State Hwy. 71, Fayetteville, TX 78940;
(979) 378-2239, lizripple@hotmail.com

Ministerial Alternate: Rev. Ryan Volkman
Pastor to Pastors: Rev. Whitmey Amos and

Rev. Charles Amos
Non-Voting Lay Alternate: Taylor Brinkley,

Ocker
Lay Members:
Austin: No Representative
BCS: Alan Haisler, haislera@ymail.com
Buckholts: Charlene Vogelsang,

cakv@hotmail.com
Caldwell: Lynette Urbanovsky (Treasurer); Martha

Huffman, mar thahuffman@gmail.com
Crosby: Debbie Clark, foxfire890@aol.com
Dime Box: No Representative
Fayetteville: Sandra Stepan,

sandrainaustin@yahoo.com
Good Shepherd: Lorenzo Wilson
Granger: No Representative
Houston: J.T. Verwold, dmverwold@yahoo.com
Industry: Harvey Treybig, harvey.treybig@gmail.com
Nelsonville: Jenell Zettel, (979) 203-8390
New Tabor: Robert Campbell,

rober tfcampbell05@yahool.com
Ocker: Lisa Sebek, sebeks@centurylink.net
Pasadena: Phil Michalik,

pmichalik1@peoplepc.com
Rosenberg: Alice Kocurek,

katalice8@gmail.com
Seaton:
Snook: Angie Hairrell (Sec); Connie Janac,

conniejanac@gmail.com
Taylor: Kayla Marek (Fin. Sec.), Sidney Srnensky
Temple: Jim Hiles, jimhiles1959@gmail.com
Wall: Paul Beatty, pbeatty@gmail.com; Lance

LaBedelle (2nd VP)
Wesley: Beth Dusek, bethbrenham@gmail.com
West: Mike James, pswmhjames@gmail.com
Westheimer: Buddy Allen,

buddyallen@gmail.com
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Rev. Charles Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 791-9611

Rev. Whitney Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 913-5757

Rev. Linda Von Chandler, 13108 North
Ridge Circle, Leander, TX 78641.
(512) 836-2712

Rev. Tim Chaplin, 1326 Starlight Dr.,
Temple TX 76502. (254) 718-6094;
tpch4359@gmail.com

Rev. Gerald Davis, 1218 La Vega St.,
Waco, TX 76705. (254) 299-7743;
grdfbc58@gmail.com

Rev. Joe Emerson, 5404 Southern
Crossing Dr., Temple, TX 76502.
(254) 931-1653;
joe.emerson_ma@yahoo.com

Rev. Adolfo Gonzalez, 3913 Brinkman
Drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642.
(409) 293-2065

Rev. Michael Groseclose, 352
Nelsonville Church Rd., Bellville, TX
77418. (979) 865-3026

Rev. James D. Hejl, 309 Cherrywood
Circle, Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 365-6890

Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge, 5925 Mt.
Rockwood Circle, Waco, TX 76710.
(254) 716-2578;
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Rev. David Johnson, 902 Timberlane,
Caldwell, TX 77836.
(979) 567-1838(h),
(979) 220-3822(c);
pastordjbama@gmail.com

Pastor Lisa Johnson, 10221
Centrepark Drive #737, Houston, TX
77043, (713) 548-4901;
writer.johnson@gmail.com

Dr. Larry Koslovsky, 4211 Misty
Timbers Way, Kingwood, TX 77345.
(713) 594-45 18 (c);
lwkoslo@aol.com

Pastor Ben Kruse, 11714 Needville
Fairchilds Road, Needville, TX
77461; (71) 376-3646;
krusedadb@yahoo.com

DIRECTORY OF PASTORS

Rev. John Kueker, P.O. Box 325,
Buckholts, TX 76518. (254) 605-0434

Dr. Mark L. Labaj, 3410 Meadow Creek
Lne, Temple, TX 76504. (254) 774-8179;
Baylor Medical Center, Round Rock,
TX, mark.labaj@utexas.edu

Rev. Denise Mikeska, 409 E. Upshaw,
Temple, TX 76501.
dkaym@hot.rr.com

Rev. Vanessa Lucia Mitchell, 2070
Carter Lake Drive, College Station,
TX 77845. (979) 574-0268;
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com Blog:
notboxingtheair.wordpress.com

Rev. Joseph Polasek, P.O. Box 54,
Snook, TX 77878, (979) 272-1624;
josephjpolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Kay Polasek, 1103 Harrisonburg
Lane, College Station, TX 77845.
(979) 220-1289;
revkaypolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Mark Sebek, 9235 FM 437,
Rogers, TX 76569. (254) 931-2000;
papasebek@gmx.com

Rev. Tommy Tallas, 206 Glenmore
Drive, San Angelo, TX 76903.
(325) 656-8558; rev.tjt@gmail.com

Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill, 7 Torch Pine
Court, The Woodlands, TX 77381.
(281) 744-1147
jerryleeterrill@comcast.net

Rev. Ryan Volkman, 4905 Oaklawn
Blvd., San Angelo, TX 76904, (325)
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Dr., Bryan, TX 77807; (979) 450-1820,
lurbanovsky@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Kayla Marek, 1804 Mallard
Ln, Taylor, TX 76574, (512) 944-2619;
kmarek2012@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant: Liz Ripple, 311 W.
State Hwy. 71, Fayetteville, TX 78940;
(979) 378-2239, lizripple@hotmail.com

Ministerial Alternate: Rev. Ryan Volkman
Pastor to Pastors: Rev. Whitmey Amos and

Rev. Charles Amos
Non-Voting Lay Alternate: Taylor Brinkley,

Ocker
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Austin: No Representative
BCS: Alan Haisler, haislera@ymail.com
Buckholts: Charlene Vogelsang,

cakv@hotmail.com
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Crosby: Debbie Clark, foxfire890@aol.com
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Fayetteville: Sandra Stepan,

sandrainaustin@yahoo.com
Good Shepherd: Lorenzo Wilson
Granger: No Representative
Houston: J.T. Verwold, dmverwold@yahoo.com
Industry: Harvey Treybig, harvey.treybig@gmail.com
Nelsonville: Jenell Zettel, (979) 203-8390
New Tabor: Robert Campbell,

rober tfcampbell05@yahool.com
Ocker: Lisa Sebek, sebeks@centurylink.net
Pasadena: Phil Michalik,

pmichalik1@peoplepc.com
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katalice8@gmail.com
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Snook: Angie Hairrell (Sec); Connie Janac,
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Wesley: Beth Dusek, bethbrenham@gmail.com
West: Mike James, pswmhjames@gmail.com
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Road, Temple, TX 76501 
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22/April 2022 BRETHREN JOURNAL BRETHREN JOURNAL April 2022/23

Rev. Charles Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 791-9611

Rev. Whitney Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 913-5757
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krusedadb@yahoo.com

DIRECTORY OF PASTORS
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(011) 52-1-951-145-8947
e-mail: rvthiessen@gmail.com

Carolyn Groseclose
NDO
PO Box 630260
Choma, Zambia
e-mail: carolyngroseclose84@gmail.com

Joel & Teresa Jelski
Mazkeret Moshe

19
Jerusalem 9431619
Israel
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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover).  These donations are tax deductible.

Send address changes to:
The Brethren Journal, 1103 Harrisonburg Ln., College Station, TX 77845.
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