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70th Convention of the Unity of the Brethren
July 20-22, 2023
Referendum Results

Financial Matters By-Laws Not Synodical
#1,2,3&4 #5 to #11 Seated Representative
Bryan-College Station Y Y Alan Haisler
Buckholts Y Y X
Caldwell Y - No to #4 Y Anna Wotipka
Crosby Y Y Sharon Nelson
Dime Box Y- Noto #4 Y X Peggy Mensik
Fayetteville Y- No to #4 Y Sandra Stepan
Granger Y Y X No Representative
Houston Y Y Jay Zamora
Industry Y Y X Harvey Treybig
Nelsonville Y Y Jenell Zettel
New Tabor Y Y Jeff Garbs
Ocker Y Y Taylor Brinkley
Pasadena Y Y Philip Michalik
Port Arthur - Good Y Y Mateo Vargas
Shepherd
Rosenberg - Y Y X Alice Kocurek
Community Christian
Seaton Y Y X Leonard Mikeska
Snook Y Y Connie Janac
Taylor Y Y Sidney Srnensky
Temple - Cross Church Y Y Jim Hiles
on Birdcreek
Wall Y Y Paul Beatty
Wesley Y- No to #4 Y
West Y Y Mike James
Westheimer Y Y X
Late/No Response (automatic yes) 4
Responded before deadline 19
Total Churches: 23 Results Requirements | Passed
1.Y.C. expense allowance
2. Bonus for Ripple & Chervenka Approved by simple
3. Unity Website funding 23 majority (Min. 12) Yes
4. Money for Camp Approved by simple
improvements 19 majority (Min. 12) Yes
Approved by simple

#5 - #11: By-Laws 23 majority (Min. 12) Yes
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New Tabor Brethren Church
Celebrates 130th Anniversary

Current and past members, visitors, and friends of New Tabor
Brethren Church celebrated their 130th Anniversary on Sun-
day, October 15, 2023, with a worship service and a catered
lunch. During the service the congregation took a moment to
reflect on its rich history, celebrate its present achievements,
and anticipate the future.

In recognition of their remarkable journey and dedication,
Governor Greg Abbott extended his well wishes to the church,
affirming their significant role in the community and express-

——

4 / November 2023 BRETHREN JOURNAL



November 2023 /5

BRETHREN JOURNAL



BOARD OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Chair: Jordan Barbisch (2019)
(Ocker-elected Chair in 2023),
jordanbarbisch@gmail.com

Tiffany Hargraves — (2023) (Snook)
Anna Wotipka - (2023) (Caldwell)
Jonna See - (2023) (Snook)

Open Seat

Open Seat

Jennifer Chervenka — Youth
Coordinator (Ocker)

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.
Hallettsville, Texas 77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals
Phone 361-798-3271

MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS BOARD
(2021-2023)

Rev. Whitney Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)
Rev. Charles Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)
Rev. Tim Chaplin
Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill
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The Utraquist Church of Bohemia
By Jim Pokorny

With the Hussite wars ended, Bo-
hemia and Moravia were firmly in
the grasp of the Utraquist Church.
The most prominent individual
in the land went by the name of
John of Rokycana. He was born
in Rokitzan near Pilsen. He grew
up in poverty. Despite this, he was
considered gifted and attended the
University of Prague as a char-
ity student. There, he obtained
his master’s degree and was then
appointed to the Thein Church in
Prague.

Although this position gave him
the power and prestige he sought,
his vanity fueled his desire for
popularity. It is reasonable to spec-
ulate that he desired to become
Bohemia’s spiritual leader. As evi-
dence, Rokycana was one of the
leading delegates at the Council
of Basle. He was also instrumental
in the movement to overthrow the
Taborites militarily. He was unani-
mously elected Archbishop at the
Diet of 1435.

At the same time, Sigismund de-
sired to regain his kingdom. The
Diet made demands that were both
harsh and humiliating. But Sigis-
mund was not to be deterred. On
July 5, 1436, in the marketplace
of Jihlava, he was formally recog-
nized as the King of Bohemia. On
this occasion the Compacta were
renewed, and Bohemia was once
again admitted fellowship with the
established church. With these de-
velopments, Rokycana left Prague
in secret and retired to a castle in
Pardubice. Sigismund’s plans were
cut short when he died suddenly in
Znojmo in December 1437. His
successor and son-in-law Albert
of Austria died in 1439 while con-
fronting the Turks. Albert had no
children, and so Bohemia found
itself without a ruler. A period of
anarchy began in which various
leagues came into being, each vy-
ing for power.

In time, one league rose to domi-

-

Rev. Mark Sebek

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 9283
College Station, TX 77842

BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION BRETHREN CHURCH

2650 Earl Rudder Freeway South
www.unityofbrethren.org

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.
Church at 10:30 a.m.

Off. 979-693-3606

email: papasebek@gmx.com
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nance. Baron Ptacek headed it.
This was a fortunate turn of events
as Ptacek’s judgment proved
sound. He endeavored to end the
lawlessness and unite the various
factions. In 1441, he called for a
Diet of his party to meet at Céslav.
This Diet adopted measures that,
overall, sought to do public good.
An ecclesiastical convention was
called to meet at Kutnd Hora on
October 4, 1441. Some 300 priests
attended this convention and far-
reaching results were achieved.
Rokycana was named Archbishop
elect. He was given charge of all
ecclesiastical affairs. The priests
guaranteed their obedience to him.
Twenty-four articles were adopted
thus establishing the foundation of
the Utraquist Church as the Na-
tional Church of Bohemia. Two
more conventions followed. The
Taborites reluctantly submitted
their written pledge. A motion was
made to make these developments
binding. The debate on these mat-
ters took place at Kutnd Hora on
July 8, 1443,

On January 8, 1444, the Diet met

at Prague with very few Taborites
in attendance. The doctrines that
had been recently shaped were
read before being sent to a com-
mittee. The committee’s report
was undoubtedly Utraquist in na-
ture. The report was adopted by an
overwhelming majority.

For the Taborites, this was a worse
defeat than the one suffered mili-
tarily at Lipan. The Taborite cause
was condemned by the Diet. They
lost all privilege. All towns, except
for Tabor, were taken out of their
hands. With their membership now
scattered, many joined the Nation-
al Church.

In 1445, Ptacek died. George
Podiebrad took his place as head
of the league. Although he was
only 24 years old, he had already
displayed wisdom and was an ex-
perienced statesman. In 1448, Po-
diebrad was master of Prague and,
in effect, the Regent of Bohemia.
This was formally acknowledged
in 1452. Podiebrad was a good
friend of Rokycana and wanted to
see him consecrated. Rokycana,

-

SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 F.M. 2155/ P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878
Church Phone -- (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.; Worship - 10:15 a.m.
Bible Study - Each Tuesday, 9:00 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study - Each Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.

Board of Elders President
Justin Lewis
P.O.Box 222

Snook, TX 77878
(979) 220-4732

Youth Directors
Randall & Jonna See
P.O. Box 345
Snook, TX 77878
(979) 272-8179

Pastor
Rev. Joseph Polasek
P.O. Box 54
Snook, TX 77878
(979) 272-1624

8 / November 2023 BRETHREN JOURNAL



who desired this as well, returned
to Prague immediately. He had de-
sires of his own that included the
papacy itself. But he soon realized
this hope would likely not come to
fruition. So, he turned his ambition
to an idea once proposed by others
which he initially dismissed. Per-
haps the key to personal success
would be best served by separating
the Bohemian Church from Rome
and uniting it with the Greek

ADERHOLD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Thoughtful Service --

A Payne Family Tradition™
West, Texas
254/826-5321

Church.

Negotiations toward this end be-
gan in 1452. But in 1453, Sultan
Mehmed II and the Ottoman Turks
besieged Constantinople. After
holding out for 55 days, the city
fell on May 29, 1453. At about the
same time, Ladislaus Posthumus
gained the crown and Podiebrad
continued as Regent.

With both his primary and sec-
ondary plans unfulfilled, Rokycana
now directed his sermons against
Rome and its corruption and vices.
As the Pope strove to regain Bo-
hemia, Rokycana’s sermons grew
more intense.

To communicate with the HUS Encampment...
..regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact:
Kent Laza
4913 FM. 166
Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 220-1957
Kent.laza@verizon.net

*This must be done well in advance.

NEW TABOR BRETHREN CHURCH

2439 County Road 225, Caldwell, TX 77836
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008
Website: newtaborchurch.com Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m.  Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We're a
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David Johnson (979) 220-3822
pastorjdbama@gmail.com
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State Youth Retreat Hus Encampment
September 16-17

Several of our youth attended the September 16-17 retreat at the Hus Encamp-
ment. Scripture study focused on the sufficiency of God’s grace and our submis-
sion to Him. In spite of storms and no power for several hours, we were able to en-
joy a fun weekend of fellowship, games, and water activities. Donations were also
collected for Foster Love of Bell County, benefiting children displaced through
CPS.

Our scripture study centered around the sufficiency of God’s grace and our sub-
mission to His will. Youth were encouraged to live their faith daily by denying
themselves, taking up their cross, and abiding in Him.

The next youth retreat will be November 4-5. We will be working on projects
and collecting donations for Operation Christmas Child. Registration forms were
due no later than Sunday, October 15. (Looking ahead: the January retreat will be
January 6-7. Register by December 17.)

Retreat information is available at www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.org. Retreats
are for any youth ages 6th grade and up; do not have to be a member of a Brethren
Church to attend. AND---If you miss the deadline, you are still more than welcome
to come to the retreat, but you will not be able to order a shirt (late fee applies).

If you have any questions, need more information or would like
to donate to the service project, please contact Jennifer Chervenka:
jennchervenka@ gmail.com; 254-913-1244.

Cross CHurcH oN BIRDcREEK
2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502
email: ccb@crosschurchonbirdereek.org

https://www.crosschurchonbirdcreek.org
youtube.com/channel/UCVsyYokWvdtloeQi9151rCA

(254) 778-8759 Rev. Tim Chaplin
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. (254) 718-6094
Worship: 10:45 a.m. tpch4359@gmail.com
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Discoveryy June. -2

Pioneer: June 73-78
ftus- sehool: July -1

Alpha: July, 71-25

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH

6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 - (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. - Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill

Donna Verwold Rita Tyson
President Secretary
325 Sunnyside St. 22015 Golden Cedar Dr.
Houston, TX 77076 Cypress, TX 77433
Call: 713-553-5542 Cell: 713-899-8272
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Brethren Youth Leadership Team 2023-24

Congratulations to those who will be serving on the leadership team. This group
is responsible for helping to plan retreats and service projects for the BYF. The
first meeting was on Sunday, August 13 at Wall Brethren Church.

Youth Members:
Joanna Chervenka (Ocker) Ryan Dusek (Wall)
Jacelyn Chervenka (Ocker) Katelyn Zrubek (Taylor)
Riley Green (Snook) Anabelle Denise (Ocker)
Harper Houser (Wall) Alyson Cocke (Taylor)
Adult Members:
Dillon Barbisch (Ocker) Jordan Barbisch (Ocker)
Teresa Cocke (Taylor) Kayla Marek (Taylor)
Brady Collard (Wall) Jennifer Chervenka (Youth Coordinator)

BYF Retreat Dates for 2023-2024

The retreats will be held at the Hus Encampment. Please visit the youth website
for more information about each retreat and for registration information. Retreat
fee is $30. Registration deadlines in ().

T-shirts are available for an additional charge. Retreats are for any youth ages
12-21. Youth do need to be a member of a local BYF to attend.

Jan. 6-7 (Dec. 17)
March 1-3 (Feb. 11)

The State Children’s Rally for ages 3-11 will be Saturday, March 2, at the
camp.

Visit www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.org for more information and to see
photos of past activities or contact Jennifer Chervenka, state youth coordina-
tor 254-913-1244; jennchervenka@gmail.com.

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South. Main Stree f

[91;} e S";g:f:"“
caldwellbrethrenchurch Children®s Choir

@gmail.com Practice, Sundays
10:15a.m.
Sunday Worship
10:30AM

caldwellbrethrenchurch@gmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

wwwilifeatche.org Come as you are . .. Friend us on Facebook!
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Bread has been a staple of many diets
since ancient times. Todag it continues
to provide energy and life to people
who eat it. Jesus called HimselF the
bread of lifFe. We also need him For Fuel
and nourishment For our Faith life! He
gives us spiritval Food!
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Jesus is the Bread of Life

Scripture: John 6:24-33

Materials: Bread, bread dough, bread products

Show the bread dough. Ask children i they know what this is.
It is bread dough. What would happen if | put this dough in the
oven? Show 3 loaf of bread. It would turn into bread, just like this!
Who likes bread? What do we use bread for? Bread is important
for ma (g things. IF you want pizza, a sandwich, a hot dog, a ham-
burger, first you need some bread. It is a big part of our diets! ‘

Bread is important in the Bible too. When God's people were
wandering around in the wilderness, 6od gave them manna or bread
to eat. When Jesus was teaching a big group of people, he used
loaves of bread to feed them!

Lots of people came to hear Jesus preach. Maybe they were hop-
ing For another miracle too and they would get some food. Jesus
said that there were more important things than food that spoils.
The told them to focus on things that lead to eternal life. He said
HE was the true bread of life and all who believed would never be
hungry again. He was talking about “food” that would grow our
faith.

We need Food to survive in our bodies and we need Jesus to
survive in our souls. We can't live without Him any more than we
can make a sandwich without slices of bread.

Bread From Heaven

Materials: 1 basket per child, cotton balls

When the lsraelites were feeing Egypt, 6od sent them manna
(bread) from Heaven each day to feed their Families. Practice gath-
ering food For the Family. Give each child a basket. Tell them they
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need to pick up 3 pieces of bread (cotton balls) For each person
in their Family (1 per meal). Scatter cotton balls around the room.
Set a timer For 30 seconds and have children collect manna for
their Family.

Painted Bread

Materials: paper plates, paint brushes, food coloring, milk, cups
slices of white bread, toasted

Preparation: toast the bread, pour milk in cups and add fFood
coloring for several colors

1. Give each student a slide of bread (toasted) on a per plate.
2. Use the colored milk as paint-to-paint designs on the bread.
5. You can sprinkle with sugar or sprinkles to make it extra fun.
4. Enjoy the snack! Talk about how Jesus is the bread of life.

Bread in a Bag

Materials: 5 c. flour, 3 TBSP sugar, 1 packet rapid rise yeast, 1%
tsp salt, 1 c. water, 3 TBSP ol

Directions:

1. Ina large Ziploc bag, add 1 cup flour, sugar, yeast, and water.
Let out the air, seal the bag, and mix. Let sit for 10-15 minutes.

2. Add 1 cup of flour, salt and oil to the bag. Seal and mix again.

5. Add last cup of flour and mix. Remove from the bag and knead
for 10 minutes on floured surface. Cover with 3 warm towel for
30 minutes.

4. Place dough in greased bread pan and bake for 25 minutes at
575 degrees.
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Seaton Christian Sisters Annual Bake
Sale & Quilt Show Invitation

The Seaton Brethren Church Christian Sisters will host
their annual bake sale/quilt show fundraiser on

Saturday, November 4, 2023,
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
at the church, 12561 State Highway 53, Temple (Seaton).

Kolaches, cakes, pies, cookies, jellies, pecans, home-
made canned goods and chicken dressing will be avail-
able for sale. Sandwiches and home-made soup will be
available for sale.

A Re-Sale shop of gently used items will be open.

A handmade quilt and gift cards will be given away
for a love donation of $1.00 per ticket or 6 tickets for
$5.00.

Proceeds from the fundraiser will be used for the many
projects the Christian Sis-

GRANGER NATIONAL | ters support in the church

BANK and community.
Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C. The fundraiser is free and

Granger, Texas .
www.grangernationalbank.com open to the p ublic.

Fayetteville Brethren Church

Worship on the

“Site of the First Czech

2nd, 3rd, and 4th Protestant Freaching i

in Texas - 1855
Saturdays

10:00 a.m.

Rev. Mike Groseclose = - - l:'ﬂl s . I

1022 Kramr Rd at Ross Prairie C mnﬁ'ﬁd
FayettevilleBrethrenChurch.org P.O. Box 11 * Fayetteville, TX 78940
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Schedule and Details of
Upcoming Unity Activities

November 4 — Seaton Brethren Church Christian Sisters An-
nual Bake Sale & Quilt Show from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the
church, 12561 State Highway 53, Temple (Seaton). Kolaches,
cakes, pies, cookies, jellies, pecans, home-made canned goods,
chicken dressing, sandwiches and home-made soup will be avail-
able for sale. For more information, see the invitation in this issue.

November 4 — 5 — Youth Retreat at Hus Encampment. Deadline
to register is October 15. For more information, see the retreat arti-
cle in this issue. You can also visit www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.
org to find additional information and see photos of past activities
or contact Jennifer Chervenka, state youth coordinator 254-913-

1244; jennchervenka@gmail.com.

For more information

about the Hus School Encampment go to ...
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would like
to include in this listing? Please send activity information including
a contact name, phone number and/or email address to the Brethren
Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com. Information
must be received by the first day of the month immediately preceding
the month of publication.

TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH

Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas — 512-352-6423
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
Church email: taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.

Pastor Board President Secretary
James D. Hejl Daniel Knippa Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-844-0208 M-Th 8 a.m.-noon
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Daily Morsels for Nov. 2023

by Mari-Anne K. Gordon and Dorothy E. Kocian
From the Holy Bible New Revised Standard Version, slightly modified

1. A great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and lan-
guages, stood before the throne and
before the Lamb, robed in white,
with palm branches in their hands.
Rev.7:9

2. They cried out in a loud voice,
saying, “Salvation belongs to our
God Who i1s seated on the throne,
and to the Lamb!” Rev. 7:10

3. And all the angels stood around
the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures. Rev. 7:11a
4. They fell on their faces before
the throne and worshiped God. Rev.
7:11b

5. (The angels were) singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and

wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might be
to our God forever and ever!
Amen.” Rev. 7:12
6. These (robed in white) have come
out of the great ordeal; they have
washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.
Rev.7:14
7. For this reason they are before
the throne of God, and worship Him
day and night within His temple,
and the One who is seated on the
throne will shelter them. Rev. 7:15
8. They will hunger no more and
thirst no more; the sun will not
strike them, nor any scorching heat.
Rev. 7:16

%

325-656-2620

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas
P. O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas (Interim)
Cell: 325-656-8558
Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com
Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com
www. WallBrethrenChurch.net

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary
Rick Weise Brady Collard Roxie Holik

254-229-5217

M-Th-7:45 am.-12:45 pm.
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9. For the Lamb at the center of the
throne will be their Shepherd, and
He will guide them to springs of
the water of life, and God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes.
Rev. 7:17

10. “All who exalt themselves will
be humbled, and all who humble
themselves will be exalted,” (Jesus
said.) Mt. 23:12

11. Now therefore revere the LORD
and serve Him in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that
your ancestors served... and serve
the LORD. Josh. 24:14

12. Now if you are unwilling to
serve the LORD, choose this day
whom you will serve... as for me
and my household, we will serve
the LORD. Josh. 24:15

13. The people said to Joshua, “The
LORD our God we will serve, and
Him we will obey.” Josh. 24:24

14. We will not hide (God’s teach-
ings) from children; we will tell to
the coming generation the glorious
deeds of the LORD, His might, and
the wonders that He has done. Ps.
78:4

15. He established a decree in Jacob
and appointed a law in Israel which
He commanded our ancestors to
teach to their children. Ps. 78:5

16. That the next generation might
know (the Lord’s decrees), the chil-
dren yet unborn, and rise up and tell
them to their children. Ps. 78:6

17. (Future generations) should
set their hope in God, and not for-
get the works of God, but keep His
commandments. Ps. 78:7

18. Let justice roll down like wa-
ters, and righteousness like an ever
flowing stream. Am. 5:24

19. By awesome deeds You an-

-

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka
(254)913-1244
jennchervenka@gmail.com

17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
‘Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email: ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com
Phone: (254) 985-2240

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor
Dr. Brad Herridge
(254) 716-2578
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 482-0498
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swer us with deliverance, O God
of our salvation; You are the hope
of all the ends of the earth and of
the farthest seas. Ps. 65:5

20. Make a joyful noise to the
LORD, all the earth. Ps. 100:1

21. Worship the LORD with glad-
ness; come into His presence with
singing. Ps. 100:2

22. Know that the LORD is God. It
is He that made us, and we are His;
we are His people, and the sheep of
His pasture. Ps. 100:3

23. Enter His gates with thanks-
giving, and His courts with praise.
Give thanks to Him, bless His
name. Ps. 100:4

24. For the LORD is good; His
steadfast love endures forever, and
His faithfulness to all generations.
Ps. 100:5

25. Let the redeemed of the LORD
say so, those He redeemed from

trouble. Ps. 107:2

26. Therefore encourage one an-
other and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing. 1 Thes. 5:11
27. All the nations will be gathered
before Him, and He will separate
people one from another as a shep-
herd separates the sheep from the
goats. Mt. 25:32

28. Then the King will say to those
at His right hand, ‘Come, you that
are blessed by My Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world.” Mt.
25:34

29.1 was hungry and you gave Me
food, I was thirsty, and you gave Me
something to drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed Me. Mt. 25:35
30. Truly I tell you, just as you did
(a kind deed) to one of the least of
these who are members of my fam-
ily, you did it to Me. Mt. 25:40b

SPJST Annuities

7 b =)

L )
, =

A Retirement Income
You Can’t Outlive

Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity

Gualified and Nen-Qualified
(Traditional and Roth IRAs)

S-Year Preferred Annuity
1-Year Annuity + 2-Year Annuity
3-Year Annuity

¥

Ask abowt our life insurance

Insuring & Enriching Lives Since 1897

SPJST Home Office -
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VITAL STATISTICS
RECENT DEATHS

MACHANN, VIRGINIA
“GINNY” SUE BROWN,
77, of College Station, Texas,
passed away on Friday, Sep-
tember 15, 2023 from Rhab-
doid Carcinoma.

Ginny was raised in Kene-
saw, Nebraska and graduated
from Kenesaw High School
| in 1963. She obtained BA and
~ MA degrees in English from
the University of Nebraska,
Lincoln. She later pursued
her doctorate in English at
¥ ;S \ the University of Texas at

Austin, where she fell in love with a fellow graduate student, Clin-
ton Machann of Caldwell, Texas. The two married on December 30,
1974. She received her PhD in English Literature in 1979.

Clint and Ginny made their home in College Station, Texas, where
they raised three daughters. For a decade, Ginny ran a copy and typ-
ing services shop, “On the Double,” across from Texas A&M Uni-
versity in Northgate. She later returned to the classroom, teaching
English at Blinn Junior College until her retirement in 2015.

She was preceded in death by her sister, Lisa (Paul) Jasa, and her
brother, Tom Brown.

She is survived by her husband Clinton; daughters Alena (Ker-
sten) Horn, Tessie (Tim) West, and Sarah (John) Piel; grandsons,
Marc and Mattis Horn, Cyril West, and Adley Piel; brother Gerry
(Karen); nieces Shelly (Shawn) Gallagher and Katie (Philip) Styrt;
and nephew John (Kate Weskamp) Jasa.

Memorial contributions may be made in Ginny’s name to the Sal-
vation Army.
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Knesek Family
Funeral Chapels

%ﬁ “Neighbors helping

Neighbors Since 1914”
e Service all Pre-Arranged Funerals
e Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged
Funerals

» Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral
Plans

Bellville
865-3121

Wallis
478-6311

Sealy
885-3535

The Community Christian
Church of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road,
Rosenberg, TX 77471
(832) 449-3358

Sunday School  9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Eve  5:30 p.m.
Prayer Service and Bible Study
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FOREIGN MISSIONS BOARD

Chairman:

Carolyn Groseclose (2023) — (Ocker)
Missionaries invited to join the board
but not as voting members

Alan Haisler - (2019) (BCS)

Jerry Dove - (2019) (Fayetteville)

Rev. Gerry Davis — (2019) (West)

Jon Farrow - (2019) (CCB - Temple)

Connie Janac —(2023) (Snook)

Open Seat
Synodical Committee Liason (1st
VP):

Rev. Joe Emerson

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens
And so fulfill the Law of
Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID
SOCIETY

Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President

Daniel Vojtek, Vice-President

Natalie Outlaw, Gen. & Jr. Dept.
Secretary, 979-589-2012

Ruth Ann Wuensche, Treasurer

James Marek, Board Member

Ann Sebesta, Board Member

Synodical Liaison: Lance LaBedelle,
2nd Vice-President

HUS SCHOOL ENCAMPMENT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Please send ALL HUS SCHOOL
DONATIONS TO: Susan Marek,
Treasurer — see below for address
Chairman: Kent Laza (kent.laza@verizon.
net), 4913 FM 166, Caldwell, TX 77836;
(979) 220-1957 (2017 - BCS)
Treasurer: Susan Marek (Marek1304@
hotmail.com), 1304 T H Johnson Dr.,
Taylor, TX 76574; (512) 352-6165 (2021 -
Taylor)
Member: Rick Weise (2017 — Wall)
Member: Angie Labaj Dolan (2019 — Temple)

Members: Ben Wilde (2021 — Ocker)
Jennifer Chervenka (2017 — Ocker)

Dillon Barbisch — 2023 (Ocker)
Member: Natalie See Kovar — 2023 (Snook)

The Encampment is governed by a Board

of Trustees of 8 members. Chairperson

is elected by the Convention. Terms: 2
years, may be re-elected/re-appointed for a
maximum of 4 terms or 8 years. (Unity of the
Brethren By-Laws, Article XIV, Sec C.)

Non-Voting Appointments
Programming Director:Jordan Barbisch
jordanbarbisch@gmail.com
Facilities Manager: Alan Haisler
haislera@ymail.com
Caretakers:OPEN Position

Synodical Committee Oversight:
Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill, Synodical 3rd VP

MINISTERS BENEFITS COMMITTEE

Rev. James D. Hejl, Chair
Liz Ripple, Executive Sec./Treas.
Members: Rev. Mike Groseclose,

Rev. Tim Chaplin, & Rev. Joe Emerson
Synodical Liason - Lance LaBedelle

(2nd VP)
Ex-officio: Rev. Dr. Larry Koslovsky
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Bryan-College Station — Sunday School at
9:15 AM and Worship at 10:30 AM every
Sunday.
—Rev. Mark Sebek

Buckholts — Worship at 9 AM every Sunday
except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.
- Rev. John Kueker

Caldwell - Come as you are! Sundays —
explore the Bible @ 9:30 AM (all ages); KIDS
CHOIR practices @ 10:15 AM; & worship @
10:30 AM! Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday, join
the fun @ Family Game Night, 6-7:30 PM!
Check out lifeatcbc.org for spiritual resources,
events, videos, & more! Friend us on Facebook!
caldwellbrethrenchurch@gmail.com

9 AM: Worship
10 AM: Faith Adventure
- Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Crosby -

Dime Box — Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.
- Supply Pastors

Fayetteville — Worship at 10:00 AM. on the
2nd, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays.
- Rev. Mike Groseclose

Good Shepherd Moravian — Worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

Granger — Worship service Sundays, 10 AM.
Bible Study Wednesdays, 5:30 PM.
- Judy Gotcher - Pulpit Supply
Houston — Sunday School at 9:15 AM;
Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.
- Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill
Industry — Worship at 5:00 PM on the 2nd,

3rd, and 4th Saturdays.
- Rev. Mike Groseclose

Nelsonville - Sunday School at 9 AM
Worship at 10:15 AM
- Rev. Michael Groseclose

New Beginnings (1103 Harrisonburg Ln., College
Station, TX 77845) — A Home Mission Project since
10/22/11 - Sunday School at 10:30 AM; Worship at
11:45 AM; Lunch after the service.

- Rev. Kay Polasek

New Tabor - Sunday School at 9 AM &
Worship at 10 AM every Sunday, “Tune
Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.
- Rev. David Johnson

BRETHREN JOURNAL

Ocker — Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School at 9 AM every Sunday.
- Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge

Pasadena - Sunday School at 9:30 AM
and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
— Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Community Christian Church of Rosenberg —
Sunday: Adult Bible Study and Sunday School
for children at 9 AM; worship at 10:30 AM.
Wednesday: 5:30 PM Dinner; 6:30 PM Bible

Study.
- Pastor Ben Kruse

Seaton — Sunday, 9:15 AM -Prayer Gathering;
9:30 AM - Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM - Worship Celebration Service.
Wednesday, 6:30 PM - Kids’ and Adult
Bible Study. o
- Rev. Denise Mikeska
Snook - Sunday School — 9:00 AM;
Worship - 10:15 AM.

—Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor — Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School 9 AM every Sunday with
free breakfast every 5th Sunday at 8:30
AM,; Friends Fellowship (seniors) 4th
Tuesday (except Nov. & Dec.) at 2 PM.
- Rev. James Hejl

Temple - Cross Church on Birdcreek —
Sunday School at 9:30 AM.; Worship at

10:45 AM. ) )
- Rev. Tim Chaplin

Vsetin — A non-official member congregation
of the Unity of the Brethren — Worship at

10 AM every Sunday. )
— Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday - Visiting Ministers

Wall - Sunday School (all ages) at 9:30 AM;
worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
Wednesday — Children’s Awanas, 5:30 PM.
- Rev. Thomas Tallas

Wesley - Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School follows.
- Rev. Michael Groseclose

West - Sunday School at 9 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
- Rev. Gerald Davis

Westheimer Community — Worship at
10:30 AM every Sunday.
- Supply Pastors
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DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES

Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Norska 42

77900 Olomouc

Czech Republic

e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
230 SW Sandy Way

Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986
pbrmissions@gmail.com

Carolyn Groseclose
NDO

PO Box 630260
Choma, Zambia

email: carolyngroseclose84@gmail.com

Joel & Teresa Jelski
Mazkeret Moshe

19
Jerusalem 9431619
Israel

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Chairman: Jon Farrow: (254) 718-1938;
jfarrow@hot.rr.com
Dan Merz (2021), Nelsonville
James Marek: (512) 844-8520;
james.Marek@cnbt.bank
Anna Wotipka: (979) 218-9043
Advisors: Rev. Whitney Amos &
Rev. Charles Amos
Synodical Committee Liaison:
Dr. Larry Koslovsky

HOME MISSIONS BOARD
Chair: Rev. Joe Emerson, (2023)
Alan Haisler - (2019) (BCS)
Jerry Dove - (2019) (Fayetteville)
Rev. Gerry Davis — (2019) (West)
Jon Farrow — (2019) (CCB - Temple)
Connie Janac —(2023) (Snook)
Open Seat

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE
President: Rev. Larry Koslovsky, (713) 594-4518
1st Vice President: Rev. Joe Emerson,
(254) 931-1653

2nd Vice President: Lance LaBedelle,
(325) 227-9900;
lance.labedelle@caltech.com

3rd Vice President: Rev. Vanessa Mitchell,
(979) 574-0268

Secretary: Contact Liz Ripple

Treasurer: Lynette Urbanovsky Shimek, 13795
Alacia Ct., College Station, TX 77845;
(979) 450-1820, lurbanovsky@gmail.com

Financial Secretary: Kayla Marek, 1804 Mallard
Ln., Taylor, TX 76574, (512) 944-2619;
kmarek2012@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant: Liz Ripple, 311 W.
State Hwy. 71, Fayetteville, TX 78940;
(979) 378-2239, lizripple@hotmail.com

Ministerial Alternate: VACANT

Pastor to Pastors: Rev. Whitmey Amos and
Rev. Charles Amos

Non-Voting Lay Alternate: Taylor Brinkley,
Ocker

Lay Members:

BCS: Alan Haisler, haislera@ymail.com

Buckholts: Charlene Vogelsang,
cakv@hotmail.com

Caldwell: Lynette Urbanovsky Shimek (Treasurer);
Martha Huffman, marthahuffman@gmail.com

Crosby: Debbie Clark, foxfire890@aol.com

Dime Box: No Representative

Fayetteville: Sandra Stepan,
sandrainaustin@yahoo.com

Good Shepherd: Lorenzo Wilson

Granger: No Representative

Houston: J.T. Verwold, dmverwold@yahoo.com

Industry: Harvey Treybig, harvey.treybig@gmail.com

Nelsonville: Jenell Zettel, (979) 203-8390

New Tabor: Robert Campbell,
robertfcampbell05@yahoo.com

Ocker: Lisa Sebek, sebeks@centurylink.net

Pasadena: Phil Michalik,
pmichalik1@peoplepc.com

Rosenberg: Alice Kocurek,
katalice8@gmail.com

Seaton:

Snook: Connie Janac, conniejanac@gmail.com

Taylor: Kayla Marek (Fin. Sec.), Sidney Srnensky

Temple: Jim Hiles, jimhiles1959@gmail.com

Wall: Paul Beatty, pbeatty@gmail.com; Lance
LaBedelle (2nd VP)

Wesley: Beth Dusek, bethbrenham@gmail.com

West: Mike James, pswmhjames@gmail.com

Westheimer: Buddy Allen,
buddyallen@gmail.com
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Rev. Charles Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 791-9611

Rev. Whitney Amos, 845 Airville Road,
Temple, TX 76501. (254) 913-5757

Rev. Linda Von Chandler, 13108 North
Ridge Circle, Leander, TX 78641.
(512) 836-2712

Rev. Tim Chaplin, 1326 Starlight Dr.,
Temple TX 76502. (254) 718-6094;
tpch4359@gmail.com

Rev. Gerald Davis, 1218 La Vega St.,
Waco, TX 76705. (254) 299-7743;
grdfbc58@gmail.com

Rev. Joe Emerson, 5404 Southern
Crossing Dr., Temple, TX 76502.
(254) 931-1653;
joe.emerson_ma@yahoo.com

Rev. Michael Groseclose, 352
Nelsonville Church Rd., Bellville, TX
77418. (979) 865-3026

Rev. James D. Hejl, 309 Cherrywood
Circle, Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 365-6890

Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge, 5925 Mt.
Rockwood Circle, Waco, TX 76710.
(254) 716-2578;
brad.herridge

Rev. David Johnson, 902 Timberlane,
Caldwell, TX 77836.
(979) 567-1838 (h),
(979) 220-3822 (c);
pastordjbama@gmail.com

Pastor Lisa Johnson, 10221
Centrepark Drive #737, Houston, TX
77043, (713) 548-4901;
writer.johnson@gmail.com

Dr. Larry Koslovsky, 4211 Misty
Timbers Way, Kingwood, TX 77345.
(713) 594-4518 (c);
Iwkoslo@aol.com

Pastor Ben Kruse, 11714 Needville
Fairchilds Road, Needville, TX
77461; (71) 376-3646;
krusedadb@yahoo.com

mail.com

DIRECTORY OF PASTORS

Rev. John Kueker, P.O. Box 325,
Buckholts, TX 76518. (254) 605-0434

Dr. Mark L. Labaj, 3410 Meadow Creek
Ln., Temple, TX 76504. (254) 742-8333;
Baylor Medical Center, Round Rock,
TX, mark.labaj@utexas.edu

Rev. Denise Mikeska, 3894 Apple Cider
Road, Temple, TX 76501.

sbcpastordenise@yahoo.com

Rev. Vanessa Lucia Mitchell, 2070
Carter Lake Drive, College Station,
TX 77845. (979) 574-0268;
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com
Blog: notboxingtheair.wordpress.com

Rev. Joseph Polasek, P.O. Box 54,
Snook, TX 77878, (979) 272-1624;

josephjpolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Kay Polasek, 1103 Harrisonburg
Lane, College Station, TX 77845.
(979) 220-1289;
revkaypolasek@yahoo.com

Rev. Mark Sebek, 9235 FM 437,
Rogers, TX 76569. (254) 931-2000;

papasebek@gmail.com

Rev. Tommy Tallas, 206 Glenmore
Drive, San Angelo, TX 76903.

(325) 656-8558; rev.tjt@gmail.com

Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill, 7 Torch Pine
Court, The Woodlands, TX 77381.
(281) 744-1147
jerryleeterrill@comcast.net

Rev. Ryan Volkman, 23242 Hockman
Rd., Defiance, Ohio, 43512, (325)
213-0671; ryvolkman@gmail.com

Rev. Larry Zabcik, 2013 Burnie
Bishop Place, Cedar Park, TX
78613. (512) 992-5824;
zabcikville@ymail.com

RETIRED PASTORS
Rev. Curtis Holland, 1017 Southwood,
Waco, TX 76712. (254) 715-0477

Rev. Lawrence Junek, 3316 Lyle,
Waco, TX 76708. (254) 722-4194

Rev. Al Newby, 2210 Forest Trail,
Temple, TX 76502. (254) 778-1860
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TAYLOR, TX
PERIODICAL

NON PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PD

Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
— from the editor

The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years. All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted. These records are invaluable for
Sfamilies who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination. It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover). These donations are tax deductible.

Send address changes to:
The Brethren Journal, 1103 Harrisonburg Lane, College Station, Texas 77845
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