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The Unity of the Brethren
“In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; 

and in all things, love.”
Spring Synodical Committee Meeting

Saturday, September 30, 2023 - 9:00 a.m.
Hus Encampment, Caldwell, TX

MINUTES
President Rev Larry Koslovsky 

called the meeting to order.  
There were 40 in attendance 

(Roll Call Attachment A) as fol-
lows:

VOTING MEMBERS: 28
Pastors (10) 
Lay members from 16 church-

es (18): 
7 Churches not represented by 

lay members: Buckholts, Granger, 
Industry, Pasadena, Seaton, Wes-
ley, Westheimer.

Non-Voting (12): and 8 guests.
Welcome and prayer given by 

Rev Larry Koslovsky.
Worship

Music led by Rev. Joe Emer-
son. Introduction of all Synodical 
Members. Meditation given by 
Pastor Tim Chaplin – Facing those 
“moment’s” that scare us. How do 
we move forward as a denomina-
tion?  We are afraid of the bridge 
before us and it’s scary.  God keeps 
calling us to the other side of the 
bridge, but we stop along the way 
because we are scared.  We need to 
let God take the lead instead of try-
ing to do it ourselves.  All partook 
of Holy Communion. 

Referendum Results (Attach-
ment B)

All referendum items passed by 
the required majority.  4 congrega-

tions did not return so they were 
recorded as an automatic yes vote.  

Motion by Rev. Mike Groseclose 
to accept the referendum results.

Second by Sharon Nelson.  Mo-
tion passed. 

Installation of 
Executive Officers

Rev. Jimmy Hejl installed the ex-
ecutive officers of the Unity of the 
Brethren as follows: 

President - Rev. Dr. Larry Ko-
slovsky

1st Vice-President - Rev. Joe 
Emerson

2nd Vice-President - Rev. Mike 
Groseclose

3rd Vice-President - Rev. Dr. 
Jerry Terrill 

Secretary - Loree Lewis (Snook)
Financial Secretary - Kayla 

Marek (Taylor)           
Treasurer - Lynette Shimek 

(Caldwell)
Ministerial Requests

Wall – Rev. Robbie Price – Wall 
has issued a call to Rev. Robbie 
Price of Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico, and requests that the Unity 
review process begin. Wall used 
Vanderbloemen of Houston as a 
search service.  Rev. Koslovsky in-
formed that Rev. Mike Groseclose, 
Rev. Joe Emerson, Rev. Larry Ko-

g
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slovsky and Rev. James Hejl would 
serve as the credentials and exam-
ining committee and Wall would 
be asked to give a congregational 
response.  

Rev. Price introduced himself:  
He was born in Bryan, TX but grew 
up in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  
He attended and was confirmed 
in the Methodist church.  He went 
to TAMU but moved back to Al-
buquerque due to a family emer-
gency.  He completed his degree at 
the University of New Mexico and 
was accepted to Denver Seminary.  
He completed a master’s degree 
in California from Talbot School 
of Theology. He served as a youth 
pastor in Albuquerque for about 
4 years, then started a church in 
Albuquerque that grew to around 
100.  He completed a doctorate 
from Talbot School of Theology.  
His wife is teaching 4th grade in 
Wall, and they have 4 children.  He 
was drawn to the Brethren Church 
motto as being unified in Jesus.  He 
believes that infant Baptism lines 
up with scripture.  He believes that 
the spirit calls and distributes gifts 
and does not distinguish between 

men and women, so he is in agree-
ment on ordination of women.

Examination by Credentials 
committee and Questioning by the 
Synodical Committee proceeded. 
This section was edited because 
of publication space constraints. 
For a detailed account of this ex-
amination, please contact Loree 
Lewis, Unity Synodical Executive 
Committee Secretary. Examination 
complete.

Bro. Larry clarified that the vote 
is to approve for six months of get-
ting acquainted and then continue 
the process in six months.

Motion by Rev. Gerry Davis to 
approve the calling of Rev. Rob-
bie Price to Wall and allow the six-
month process to begin.  

Second by Rev. Tim Chaplin.  
Motion passed.  Noted that Brady 
is licensed to do communion.  

West – Terry Crawford is retiring 
from education and wishes to be 
considered as a ministerial student.  
The West congregation is of full 
agreement for Terry to be received 
as a ministerial student. Terry will 
join the March Synodical meeting.  

Bryan/College Station Brethren Church
2650 Earl Rudder Freeway South

www.unityofbrethren.org

Rev. Mark Sebek

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 9283
College Station, TX 77842

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.
Church at 10:30 a.m.

Off. 979-693-3606
email: papasebek@gmx.com

g
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Terry needs to apply to seminary 
and the Credentials committee 
needs to meet.  

Congregational Needs 
Discussion:

The Unity has financial resourc-
es at this time to look at ways we 
can do to build up the body of 
Christ.  It’s not a one size fits all for 
all congregations for the needs to 
grow.  Taylor and Crosby are prime 
for a new church plant as the areas 
are exploding in growth.  Caldwell, 
Dimebox, Westheimer are all need-
ing a pastor and leadership as im-
mediate needs.  Rev. Groseclose 
serves 4 congregations.  We need 
to plan for succession and emer-
gencies.

Rev. Koslovsky suggested we ask 
congregations to submit proposals 
for matching funds supporting en-
deavors for growth. Finances that 
we received from Austin should 
not be used for buildings but rather 
for building the church in growth 
and spirituality.  We might consider 
bringing in a consultant or trainer 
for pastors or lay leaders. 

Broke into small groups for 30 
minutes to discuss what God is 

calling our congregation to do.  
Noted that Unity membership is 
1462 for the entire denomination.  

Thoughts from 
small group:

Rev. Emerson:  Churches that 
can’t afford to pay a livable wage 
to a pastor due to dwindling con-
gregation.  If unity could help sup-
port a pastor for every church that 
wants a pastor, we should.

Alan Haisler: Use existing facili-
ties for reboot.  Church is rebuilt 
off young families.  If you supple-
ment a congregation that’s dwin-
dling, you are just extending the 
end.  Use facilities to start a second 
congregation or service.  Where 
does unity think we have the best 
chance of getting new congrega-
tions started in existing facilities?

Jeff Garbs:  Church members 
get burned out trying to do it all.  
Growth is through young families.  

Sanda Stepan:  Does the name 
Brethren Church discourage at-
tendance?  Do we need more edu-
cation on who we are?  

Alice Kocurek – We need to pur-
sue technology more.  Afterschool 

HOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCHHOUSTON BRETHREN CHURCH
6207 North Main, Houston, TX 77009 - (713) 864-6707

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. - Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill

Donna Verwold
President

325 Sunnyside St.
Houston, TX 77076
Call: 713-553-5542

Rita Tyson
Secretary

22015 Golden Cedar Dr.
Cypress, TX 77433
Cell: 713-899-8272
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BOARD OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Chair:  Jordan Barbisch (2019) 
(Ocker-elected Chair in 2023), 
jordanbarbisch@gmail.com

Tiffany Hargraves – (2023) (Snook)
Anna Wotipka – (2023) (Caldwell)
Jonna See – (2023) (Snook)
Open Seat
Open Seat
Jennifer Chervenka – Youth 

Coordinator (Ocker)

programs in the church.  Consultant 
to review the strengths and weak-
nesses of each individual church.  

Rev. Emerson – Has seen suc-
cessful church plants in retirement 
communities which are growing 
areas.

Lynette Shimek – Focus on par-
ents of young families, not just the 
kids – getting involved in commu-
nity to bring people into the church.

Peggy Mensik – Use knowl-
edge from Robby Price (Wall) who 
has experience in starting a new 
church.  Think about ways to make 
church more kid friendly.  Making 
connections with people outside of 
the church – church members serve 
as mentors for school activities.  

Loree Lewis:  Use the strength of 
our retirees to build programs that 
utilize both our elderly and facili-
ties, authentically showing we care 
about the youth and families of our 
communities.

Sid Srnensky: We call ourselves 
a Unity but we are not unified.  
Call on the unity to develop a way 
for congregations to communicate 

among ourselves with ideas and 
needs.  Signage is important.  We 
must do a better job of communi-
cating who we are. 

Paul Beatty:  Churches should be 
working together across denomi-
national lines. Wall is successful in 
hosting activities with the Catholic 
church.

Lunch Break, Pastor Ben Kruse 
blessed the meal.

Appointment of 
Committee Members:

Committee member recommen-
dations as attached. (Attachment 
C)  

Rev. Emerson stated that Foreign 
and Home Missions would have 
two committee chairs with one 
committee serving both missions.   
There are several open seats that 
committee chairs are working to 
fill. 

Motion by Rev. Mike Groseclose 
to accept the committee members 
as presented and discussed.  

Second by Paul Beatty.  Motion 
passed.

2024 Mission Budgets
Foreign Missions
Phil & Eunice Raiford – South-

ern Mexico - $15,000
Pavel & Stania Kozak – Czech 

Republic - $15,000
Joel & Teresa Jelski - Israel 

–$8,000  
Prosthetic Promises – Zambia, 

Africa – $4000
Total Budget $42,000
Home Missions
Cade Lake funding recommen-

dation based 9/30/2023 informa-
tion available is $52,900.

g
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2024 total budget for both For-
eign and Home is $94,900.  The 
Mission Committee will review 
funding viability and sustainability.  
Will also look at other funds avail-
able in the fund balance.  Request 
approval of this working budget 
until March 2024 Synodical meet-
ing.  The full Mission Committees 
will meet and request adjustments 
in March if needed.  

Motion by Jim Hiles to approve 
recommended mission budgets.  

Second by Alice Kocurek.  Mo-
tion passed.   

Synodical Committee 
Minister Alternate 2024:

Venessa was elected as Minis-
terial Alternate but has since re-
signed.  Tim Chaplin volunteered 
to serve.  

Motion by Rev. Groseclose to 
accept.

Second by Sid Srnensky.  Motion 
approved.  This person would take 
a pastor spot on executive commit-
tee if a vacancy.  

Officer Reports:
No written reports: President 

– Rev. Larry Koslovsky; 1st VP - 
Rev. Joe Emerson; 2nd VP –Rev. 
Mike Groseclose; 3rd VP – Rev. 
Jerry Terrill (absent); Secretary – 
Loree Lewis.

Financial Secretary – Kayla 
Marek (Attachment D); Treasurer 
– Lynette Shimek (Attachment E); 

Unity Youth Coordinator – Jennif-
er Chervenka (Attachment F)

Lynette noted an error on finan-
cial statement (corrected statement 
was emailed and is attached).  Rev. 
Koslovsky reminded all churches 
to submit their financial contribu-
tions and reports in a timely man-
ner.   

Other Business:
Use of CDs for future projects 

was addressed.  The need for a 
master plan for future develop-
ment o the new Hus Encampment 
property would.  Alan Haisler sug-
gested a tour of the new property if 
anyone wanted to see.  

Convention report - $29,000 total 
expenses, income of approximately 
$23,500, about $5,000 short.  This 
was due to fewer people staying 
the night than planned for.  Next 
convention will have an earlier 
deadline for overnight accommo-
dations.  Also, some churches did 
not send delegates.  The Synodical 
Representative and the congrega-
tion delegates should be attending 
the convention.

Future Meeting Dates:
March 2, 2024 – location to be 

determined but it will not be at Hus 
Encampment as it’s also the youth 
retreat and State Children’s Rally.  

MOTION by Sid Srnensky to 
adjourn the meeting.

SECOND by Taylor Brinkley. 
Motion passed. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:42 
p.m.  The closing prayer was given 
by Rev Larry Koslovsky.

Respectfully submitted, 
Loree Lewis, Secretary
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“But (I) have this treasure in clay
jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to
God and does not come from (me). (I
am) afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; al-
ways carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be made visible in (my body). For
while (I) live, (I am) always being
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be made
visible in (my) mortal flesh... so that
grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God. So (I) do not lose
heart. Even though (my) outer nature
is wasting away, (my) inner nature is

being renewed day by day. For this
slight momentary affliction is prepar-
ing (me) for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all measure, because (I) look
not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen
is temporary, but what cannot be seen
is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 15-
18)

I hear you, Momma.
I’m listening to the Lord just like

you did. Thank you for this great
Treasure.

I miss you.
I love you.
- Your little girl, always.

Praying With You All,
Just Another One of Jesus’ Clay

Jars, Sister Vanessa Mitchell

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203
Sunday School

9:30 AM
Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays

10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:30 AM

Come as you are . . .

Church email: lifeatcbc@protonmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com

(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org Friend us on Facebook!

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com

4) Do I understand that any ex-
traordinary power displayed in me
does not come from me? I am like a
fragile clay jar.

5) Am I willing to believe the truth
that the suffering that I undergo in
this body is for the sake of others
seeing You, Lord Jesus, in all your
power shining through me?

6) Do I commit right this moment
to not give up, to not be discouraged,
to run to You for the strength and
especially the JOY that I need as I
move through these struggles that
are temporary and momentary in view
of eternity?

7) Teach me, Lord Jesus, to trust
that You are preparing me for eternal
glory. Receive this prayer from me
now just as You did from a young
boy’s father long ago who wondered
if his son could be healed:

“I do believe; help me overcome
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

When the Lord God calls someone
home to Heaven, we often feel as if we
are left with nothing of our loved one.
We hold memories, but nothing com-
pares to the ability to hear that person’s
voice just one more time or the oppor-
tunity to hold and be held by the one
we miss so deeply. Then God steps in

and whispers to us through the words
of the Apostle Paul that the one we
love is with Him always. What peace!
Paul shares this reality with us in his
letter to the Roman Christians of his
day: “For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

I miss my precious mom, with her
flowing blond hair, her affinity for
leopard print and skills as an artist,
and her heart of solid gold. Yet my
grief has taken a new turn. I am
healing more fully now, because my
heart and my mind and my soul have
caught up to what her Lord Jesus, my
Lord Jesus, has been telling me since
she went to be with Him:

The Treasure is the power of Jesus
Christ surging within her and through
her that overflowed to so many and
continues even now as I embrace the
truth that Mom knew well and prayed
when she was well and when she was
ill, with lavender scent filling the
room as she sat with her Jesus in her
Amish rocking chair:

NEW TABOR BRETHREN CHURCH
2439 County Road 225 Caldwell, TX  77836

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008

Website: newtaborchurch.com  Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We’re a
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David Johnson (979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822
pastordjbama@gmail.com
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SNOOK BRETHREN CHURCH
9882 F.M. 2155/ P.O. Box 247, Snook, TX 77878

Church Phone -- (979) 272-3303
COME WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.; Worship - 10:15 a.m.
Bible Study - Each Tuesday, 9:00 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study - Each Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
Pastor

Rev. Joseph Polasek
P.O. Box 54

Snook, TX 77878
(979) 272-1624

Board of Elders President
Justin Lewis
P.O. Box 222

Snook, TX 77878
(979) 220-4732

Youth Directors
Randall & Jonna See

P.O. Box 345
Snook, TX 77878 
(979) 272-8179

g

The Emergence of Petr Chelcicky
By Jim Pokorny

Unable to come to terms with 
Rome or unite the Utraquist 
Church with the Greek, Roky-
cana directed his sermons against 
Rome and its corruption and vic-
es. Disregarding the Compacta, 
Pope Nicholas V sent Nicholas 
of Causa and John Capistran to 
bring Bohemia and Moravia back 
to the fold. Pope Nicholas V re-
fused to sanction the Compacta 
and viewed it as a byproduct of a 
Council in schism. At this, Roky-
cana’s sermons grew even more 
fiery.

But Rome was not Rokycana’s 
only concern. In his eyes, sin 
flourished in Bohemia and Mora-
via. This, he concluded, was an 
unintended consequence of the 
Hussite wars. He concluded that 
these lands had lost the morality 
of Jan Zizka and the early Tabo-
rites. True, thoughts and discus-
sions concerning scripture, the 
Papacy, the Church, the Lord’s 
Supper, and the Cup remained 

prevalent. But at the same time, 
sins and vices were on the rise 
and not all were performed in se-
cret.

In Rokycana’s view, the Hussite 
wars had not elevated the peas-
antry. Instead, they bound them to 
a heavier burden. Oppression of 
the poor, violence and theft grew 
more commonplace. Rokycana 
was critical of the upper classes, 
calling out their greed, pride, and 
vanity. Rokycana called out the 
clergy whose morals had degen-
erated and whose responsibilities 
became mired in confusion. The 
Utraquist Church existed, but it 
was not thriving. Disharmony 
existed. There were conflicting 
opinions regarding doctrine. Fac-
tions arose with each one claim-
ing its views were correct.

False teachers emerged. Among 
these were the Nikolaites who 
claimed to have received direct 
revelations from God. There 
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N E W  T A B O R  B R E T H R E N  C H U R C H
2439 County Road 225, Caldwell, TX 77836

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008

Website: newtaborchurch.com   Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m.    Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We’re a 
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David Johnson   (979) 220-3822
pastorjdbama@gmail.com
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were also some remnants of the 
Adamites who appeared. Several 
secret societies also sprang up 
and organized in places like Wi-
lemow, Diwisow, Saaz, Kolin, 
Konnigratz, Leitomysl and Re-
ichenau to name but a few.

It must be stated that these unin-
tended consequences came about 
because of the Hussite move-
ment, conflict, and aftermath. 
They were not a result of the bold 
witness of Jan Hus. The Utraquist 
Church is but a chapter in the 
story. Those who were moved by 
Hus would find a new voice. This 
voice belonged to Petr Chelcicky 
and was to be found primarily on 
the written page.

Petr Chelcicky ranks among the 
most prominent of the Bohemian 
authors of the fifteenth century. 
Here was a man who possessed 
neither theological nor classical 
education. He was a layman from 
Chelcic who owned a bit of prop-
erty. As events unfolded around 
him, Chelcicky observed them 
closely. Acknowledging scrip-
ture as the authority, he pondered 
current events with an inquisi-

tive mind and remarkable criti-
cism. Here was an independent 
thinker with a talent for the writ-
ten word. His skills were envied 
by the educated and sought out 
by those without higher educa-
tion. His date of birth remains 
unknown, but scholars believe it 
to be around 1390. His personal 
history, by and large, is equally 
unknown.

Perhaps the earliest known 
fact about Chelcicky, places him 
at Bethlehem Chapel in Prague 
in 1420. There, he debated with 
Jacobellus of Mies on the inap-
propriateness of religion to ap-
peal to arms. His writing career is 
believed to have begun between 
1433 and 1443 through the en-
couragement of friends. Once 
upon this road, he never turned 
back. Among his greatest works 
were The Net of Faith, Postil (ex-
positions on Gospel lessons), and 
The Picture of the Antichrist.

According to J. E. Hutton, Chel-
cicky explained the title of The 
Net of Faith himself. “Through 
His disciples,” said Petr, “Christ 
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that he was placing himself in jeop-
ardy. Although the church had lost a
tremendous amount of prestige, ap-
pealing directly to the Pope would
have consequences. Friends and col-
leagues would likely desert him. But
Hus stood by his convictions. Believ-
ing that his objection to the sales of
indulgences was correct and that God
approved of his personal stance, Hus
went on the offensive. He boldly
denounced the sales from the pulpit.
Drawing on his knowledge of Scrip-
ture, Hus preached on forgiveness –
“From all this it appears, dear Chris-
tian, that a man can receive the par-
don of his sins only through the
power of God and by the merits of
Christ. Let who will proclaim the con-
trary, let the Pope, or a bishop, or a
priest say: ‘I forgive thee thy sins, I
absolve thee from their penalty, I free
thee from the pains of hell’ – it is all
vain and helps thee nothing. God
alone, I repeat, can forgive sins
through Christ, and He pardons the
penitent only.”

Addressing the University on June
7, 1412, Hus testified that the sales
were in violation of Scripture. Just
three days later, priests encouraged
their sales in their preaching. Three
young men protested: “Priest, thou
liest! We have heard better things
from Master Hus; the indulgences are
a fraud!” The three were quickly ar-
rested and immediately sentenced to
death. Hus, with over 2,000 students
in tow, presented himself to their
judge and pleaded that they be spared
as their outburst resulted directly
from his teachings. As these proceed-
ings went on, a growing percentage
of the city grew agitated. Officials
grew increasingly concerned as the
crowd around the place continued to
swell. In fear, they begged Hus to
pacify the crowd and promised to
grant his request. Hus complied and
the crowd dispersed. These same of-
ficials then demanded that the execu-
tions take place without delay. As
news of this treachery spread, the

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas

P.O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas (Retired)
Cell: 325-656-8558

Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com
Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com

www.WallBrethrenChurch.net

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m.

President Director of Youth Church Office
Board of Elders and Young Family Ministries Secretary
Lance LaBedelle Position Vacant Libby Lane

325-227-9900 Tu-F: 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

The momentary calm that settled
over Hus and the Czech Reformation
did not last. The clouds of chaos and
controversy returned with the Coun-
cil of Pisa. Meeting in 1409, their goal
was to end the schism that plagued
the church. Their first act was to elect
Alexander V to the papacy. Next, the
Council deposed both Gregory XII
and Benedict XIII. Although neither
was willing to submit to the Council’s
decree, the newly elected pontiff was
recognized by the majority of Latin
Christians.

Tensions increased the following
year with the sudden death of Alexander
V. He was succeeded by Balthasar
Cossa, a man of dubious character.
Cossa assumed the title of John XXIII.
He was quickly driven from Rome by
Ladislaus of Naples, a supporter of
Gregory XII, who desired to unite all
of Italy under his guidance. Formal
curses between the rival popes were
exchanged. These anathemas did not
spare Ladislaus, who was labelled a
“perjurer, schismatic, reviler, heretic,
traitor, and conspirator.”

Hus and the Resurgent Storm
- by Jim Pokorny

During the crusade against the
Turks, indulgences for sin were of-
fered to those who participated in the
conflict, provided financing, or sup-
plied troops. A new crusade was now
proclaimed against Ladislaus. The same
indulgences would now be offered to
those who made tangible efforts to
oppose him.

The sale of these indulgences was
entrusted to commissioners. Two of
them, Wenzel Tiem and Pace de
Bononia, arrived in Prague in 1412
armed with a papal bull. This bull was
read in the churches. Purveyors of
these indulgences sold them in the
streets granting certificates of pardon
to the masses. The receipts were
stored in three large chests set aside
for this purpose. In some cases, in-
dulgences were distributed whole-
sale to the highest bidder. In what
was viewed as a scandalous abuse of
power, parishes and even entire dis-
tricts were absolved in this way.

Fully aware of the risks, Hus felt he
had to express his disgust directly to
the Pope. In doing so, Hus realized

CROSS CHURCH ON BIRDCREEK
2202 Birdcreek Drive
Temple, Texas 76502

email: ccb@crosschurchonbirdcreek.org
https://www.crosschurchonbirdcreek.org

(254) 778-8759 Rev. Tim Chaplin
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. (254) 718-6094
Worship: 10:45 a.m. tpch4359@gmail.com

youtube.com/channel/UCVsyYokWvdtloeQi9151rCA

caught the world in the net of His 
faith, but the bigger fishes, break-
ing the net, escaped. Then oth-
ers followed through these same 
holes made by the big fishes, and 
the net was left almost empty.” 
His meaning was clear to all. The 
net was the true Church of Christ; 
the two whales who broke it were 
the Emperor and the Pope; the big 
fishes were the mighty “learned 

persons, heretics and offenders”; 
and the little fishes were the true 
followers of Christ.

His words leave no doubt that 
Chelcicky was a pacifist. “What is 
war?” he asked. “It is a breach of 
the laws of God! All soldiers are 
violent men, murderers, a godless 
mob!” he regarded the Hussite 
Wars as a disgrace to both sides. 
“Where,” he asked, in his Reply to 
Rokycana, “has God recalled His 
commands, ‘Thou shalt not kill,’ 
‘Thou shalt not steal,’ ‘Thou shalt 
not take thy neighbor’s goods’?”

In time, Chelcicky would have 
a profound impact on the eventual 
founder of the Brethren.

To communicate with the HUS Encampment...
...regarding scheduling* of meetings or events there, contact: 

Kent Laza
4913 F.M. 166

Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 220-1957

Kent.laza@verizon.net
    *This must be done well in advance.

ADERHOLD 
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

“Thoughtful Service --
A Payne Family Tradition”

West, Texas
254/826-5321
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Happy Birthday, Wall Christian Sisters!

After the dedication of the first Brethren Church in Wall in 
1937, the late Rev. Joseph Hegar called a meeting of all the 
ladies of the church asking them to organize a local Christian 
Sisters’ Group.  The Wall Christian Sisters officially organ-
ized November 8, 1939, with 25 charter members.  This year 
the organization celebrates 84 years in ministry.

The group’s most recent outreach project was providing the 
essentials needed to set up independent living to the girls who 
have aged out of the Concho Valley Home for Girls located in 
San Angelo.  The baskets filled with linens, kitchenware, and 
cleaning supplies were delivered by Sharon Hohmann and 
Charlene Dusek, pictured left to right, and were received by a 
member of the agency’s staff.
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Seaton Brethren Church 
Annual Sausage Supper Invitation

     The Seaton Brethren Church annual sausage supper 
fundraiser will be held Saturday, February 17, 2024, be-
ginning at 3:00 p.m. until the sausage is gone.  The menu 
consists of homemade pork sausage, sauerkraut, new po-
tatoes, seasoned green beans, bread, homemade desserts 
and tea or coffee.  Dine-in or drive-thru plates will be 
available.

     The location of the supper is at Seaton Star Hall, 
10842 State Hwy 53, Temple (Seaton). There will be a 
bake sale consisting of kolaches, pies, cakes, strudels, 
other baked goods & jellies, a silent auction and a basket 
raffle.  Proceeds benefit the ministry of the church, com-
munity, repairs on the sanctuary and other projects. The 
public is invited.  
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We are called to be a light in a dark 
world. This month’s activities focus on 
LIGHT. Whether we are talking Christmas 
lights, fireworks on New Year’s or a 
candle when the lights go out, light is a 
wonderful analogy for Christians.

You are the You are the 
light of the world. light of the world. 
A town built on a A town built on a 

hill cannot be hiddenhill cannot be hidden
Matthew 5:14Matthew 5:14

Sunday School Helper
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Are you a candle or a sparkler?
Scripture:  Matthew 5:14
NOTE: This activity is best done outside at night!

Light the candle. Ask children if they can see the light. Talk about 
how Jesus said that we are the light of the world. Discuss what 
that means. As the candle burns, mention how it steady it shines 
and how it lights up the surrounding area. 

Now light the sparkler. Talk about how pretty the light from the 
sparkler is. Play with it (draw shapes, etc.) When it burns out, ask 
what do we do now? Try to light it again. Explain why it won’t 
work (we have burned up all the fuel). Point out that the candle is 
still burning.

Jesus wants us to be like the candle, a steady light for those 
around us.

Missing a Light

Scripture: Matthew 5:15
Preparation: You will need a strand of Christmas lights with 1 bulb 

removed. It needs to be a strand that stops working when a bulb 
is missing.)

Show the strand of lights to the group. Ask what you have? Talk 
about what Christmas lights look like. What do we do with them? 
Where can we see Christmas lights? Who likes to look at them? 
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Plug in the strand of lights. Discuss how the lights are not work-
ing. Point out the one missing bulb. 

Read Matthew 5:15. Explain that this verse tells us that when 
Jesus lives in our heart, we have a light inside. We have to let this 
Jesus-light shine, not be hidden. Explain that when we hide our 
light, we break the chain, just like this string of Christmas lights. 
Ask what is brighter, one light or an entire strand? 

Plug in the missing light. When we allow Jesus to shine through 
us, we make the world a brighter place! Have children list ways they 
can “shine”.

GLOW

Scripture: John 8:12
Materials: Glow stick necklace, glass of tonic water covered with 

a towel

Show children your glowstick necklace. Read John 8:12. Tell chil-
dren that no matter how dark it is, Jesus’ light glows, even if you 
can’t see it! As believers, we also have this Jesus-light. Turn off 
the lights. Tell students that you couldn’t really see the necklace 
glowing with the lights on, but now it is much brighter. Uncover the 
tonic water. Show that it is glowing too! Ask what would happen if 
I drank the water? Say: now God’s light is inside me. Not really. You 
don’t have to drink God’s light! Jesus promised that his followers 
would be light in a dark world. When God looks at you, do you 
glow? Give each child a glow stick necklace.
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Fayetteville Brethren Church

Worship on the 

2nd, 3rd, and 4th 

Saturdays

10:00 a.m.

Rev. Mike Groseclose

FayettevilleBrethrenChurch.org

Brethren Youth Leadership Team 2023-24
Congratulations to those who will be serving on the lead-

ership team. This group is responsible for helping to plan 
retreats and service projects for the BYF. The first meeting 
was on Sunday, August 13 at Wall Brethren Church. 

Youth Members:
Joanna Chervenka (Ocker)		  Ryan Dusek (Wall)
Jacelyn Chervenka (Ocker)	 Katelyn Zrubek (Taylor)
Riley Green (Snook)		  Anabelle Denise (Ocker)
Harper Houser (Wall)		  Alyson Cocke (Taylor)

Adult Members:
Dillon Barbisch (Ocker)		  Jordan Barbisch (Ocker)
Teresa Cocke (Taylor)		  Kayla Marek (Taylor)
Brady Collard (Wall)		  Jennifer Chervenka (Youth Coordinator)

BYF Retreat Dates for 2023-2024
The retreats will be held at the Hus Encampment. Please visit the youth 

website for more information about each retreat and for registration infor-
mation. Retreat fee is $30. Registration deadlines in ( ). 

T-shirts are available for an additional charge. Retreats are for any youth 
ages 12-21. Youth do need to be a member of a local BYF to attend.

Jan. 6-7 (Dec. 17) 
March 1-3 (Feb. 11)

The State Children’s Rally for ages 3-11 will be Saturday, March 2, 
at the camp.

Visit www.unityofthebrethrenyouth.org for more information and 
to see photos of past activities or contact Jennifer Chervenka, state 
youth coordinator 254-913-1244; jennchervenka@gmail.com.
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TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas – 512-352-6423

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
Church email: taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor Board President Secretary

James D. Hejl Daniel Knippa Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-844-0208 M-Th 8 a.m.-noon

For more information about the Hus School Encampment go to:
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would
like to include in this listing? Please send activity information
including a contact name, phone number, and/or email address to
the Brethren Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com.
Information must be received by the first day of the month
immediately preceding the month of publication.

2022 Summer Camp Dates

ENCOUNTER ALPHA
Ages 7-9 years old Ages 10-11 years old
Camp Cost: $250 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: June 21-23 Camp Date: June 26-30

PIONEER DISCOVERY
Ages 12-13 years old Ages 14-15 years old
Camp Cost: $350 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: July 17-22 Camp Date: June 12-17

CHALLENGER HUS SCHOOL
Ages 16-19 years old In-depth Leadership Program
Camp Cost: $350 Ages 16-Adult
Camp Date: July 10-15 Cost: $550

Date: Not Held in 2022

Schedule and Details of Upcoming
Unity Activities

April 17, 2022 – Resurrection Sunday/Easter

April 30, 2022 – Christian Sisters’ Convention at the Hus
Encampment, Caldwell. Registration begins at 8:30 AM (a light
breakfast will be served). Morning Worship Service and Communion
will be at 9:30 AM. Lunch will be served (Free Will donation), and after
lunch will be a Memorial Service. For those wishing to spend the night
at the camp, it will be available starting 5 PM Friday, April 29, 2022.

Save the Dates . . .

July 9-10, 2022 – BYF Retreat and Volleyball Tournament at the
Hus Encampment. Be looking for more information coming in Spring
2022.

OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email: ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com
Phone: (254) 985-2240

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor
Dr. Brad Herridge

(254) 716-2578
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka

(254) 913-1244
jennchervenka@gmail.com

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 482-0498

For more information 

about the Hus School Encampment go to ...
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would 
like to include in this listing? Please send activity information 
including a contact name, phone number and/or email address 
to the Brethren Journal Editor at:  editor.brethrenjournal@
gmail.com.  Information must be received by the first day of the 
month immediately preceding the month of publication.

Schedule and Details of 
Upcoming Unity Activities

December 25, 2023 – Rejoice in the birth of our 
Lord and Savior of the World, Jesus Christ!  
Merry Christmas! 

January 1, 2024 – HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

January 6-7, 2024 – BYF Youth Retreat at the 
Hus Encampment.
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1.  Yet, O LORD, You are our Fa-
ther; we are the clay, and You are 
our potter; we are all the work of 
Your hand. Isa. 64:8
2.  Restore us, O God of hosts; let 
Your face shine, that we may be 
saved. Ps. 80:7
3.  A voice cries out: “In the wil-
derness prepare the way of the 
LORD, make straight in the de-
sert a highway for our God.” Isa. 
40:3
4.  Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be 
made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places 
a plain. Isa. 40:4
5.  Then the glory of the LORD 
shall be revealed, and all people 
shall see it together, for the mouth 
of the LORD has spoken. Isa. 40:5

6.  A voice says, “Cry out!” And I 
said, “What shall I cry?” All people 
are grass, their constancy is like the 
flower of the field. Isa. 40:6
7.  The grass withers, the flower 
fades; but the word of our God will 
stand forever. Isa. 40:8
8.  See, the Lord GOD comes with 
might, and His arm rules for Him; 
His reward is with Him, and His 
recompense before Him. Isa. 40:10
9.  He will feed His flock like a 
shepherd; He will gather the lambs 
in His arms, and carry them in His 
bosom, and gently lead the mother 
sheep. Isa. 40:11
10.  Let me hear what God the 
LORD will speak, for He will 
speak peace to His people, to His 

Daily Morsels for Dec. 2023
by Mari-Anne K. Gordon and Dorothy E. Kocian

From the Holy Bible New Revised Standard Version, slightly modified

 
 
 
 

**February 2023—Please note the changes above, for the 2023 ad. 

WALL BRETHREN CHURCH 
12 miles east of San Angelo, Loop 570, Wall, Texas 

P. O. Box 195, Wall, Texas 76957 
Phone: 325-651-4444 ~ Fax: 325-651-5100 

 
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Tallas (Interim) 

Cell: 325-656-8558 
Home: rev.tjt@gmail.com 

Church: wallbrethren@gmail.com 
www.WallBrethrenChurch.net 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. Worship: 10:45 a.m. 

President 
Board of Elders 

Rick Weise 
325-656-2620 

Director of Youth Church Office 
and Young Family Ministries  Secretary 

Brady Collard Roxie Holik 
254-229-5217 M-Th–7:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. 

Youth & Discipleship 
Pastor

Brady Collard 
254-229-5217

Pastor: Robbie Price
Email: rev.robbieprice@gmail.com

Cell: 505-715-2003



BRETHREN JOURNAL December 2023 / 19
16/April 2022 BRETHREN JOURNAL BRETHREN JOURNAL April 2022/17

TAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCHTAYLOR BRETHREN CHURCH
Seventh Street at Sloan in Taylor, Texas – 512-352-6423

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 351, Taylor, TX 76574
Church email: taylorbrethren@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor Board President Secretary

James D. Hejl Daniel Knippa Mary Kokes
512-365-6890 512-844-0208 M-Th 8 a.m.-noon

For more information about the Hus School Encampment go to:
www.huscamp.org

Does your church/organization have an activity that you would
like to include in this listing? Please send activity information
including a contact name, phone number, and/or email address to
the Brethren Journal Editor at: editor.brethrenjournal@gmail.com.
Information must be received by the first day of the month
immediately preceding the month of publication.

2022 Summer Camp Dates

ENCOUNTER ALPHA
Ages 7-9 years old Ages 10-11 years old
Camp Cost: $250 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: June 21-23 Camp Date: June 26-30

PIONEER DISCOVERY
Ages 12-13 years old Ages 14-15 years old
Camp Cost: $350 Camp Cost: $350
Camp Date: July 17-22 Camp Date: June 12-17

CHALLENGER HUS SCHOOL
Ages 16-19 years old In-depth Leadership Program
Camp Cost: $350 Ages 16-Adult
Camp Date: July 10-15 Cost: $550

Date: Not Held in 2022

Schedule and Details of Upcoming
Unity Activities

April 17, 2022 – Resurrection Sunday/Easter

April 30, 2022 – Christian Sisters’ Convention at the Hus
Encampment, Caldwell. Registration begins at 8:30 AM (a light
breakfast will be served). Morning Worship Service and Communion
will be at 9:30 AM. Lunch will be served (Free Will donation), and after
lunch will be a Memorial Service. For those wishing to spend the night
at the camp, it will be available starting 5 PM Friday, April 29, 2022.

Save the Dates . . .

July 9-10, 2022 – BYF Retreat and Volleyball Tournament at the
Hus Encampment. Be looking for more information coming in Spring
2022.

OCKER BRETHREN CHURCH
17454 State Highway 53, Temple, TX 76501

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 806, Rogers, TX 76569
Web Address: www.ockerbrethrenchurch.org

Church Email: ockerbrethrenchurch@gmail.com
Phone: (254) 985-2240

Preaching the Word, Loving the People
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM

Pastor
Dr. Brad Herridge

(254) 716-2578
brad.herridge@gmail.com

Youth Director
Jennifer Chervenka

(254) 913-1244
jennchervenka@gmail.com

Cemetery
Sharon Marek
(254) 482-0498

faithful, to those who turn to Him 
in their hearts. Ps. 85:8
11.  Surely His salvation is at hand 
for those who fear Him, that His 
glory may dwell in our land. Ps. 
85:9
12.  Steadfast love and faithfulness 
will meet. Ps. 85:10a
13.  The LORD will give what is 
good. Ps. 85:12a
14.  Righteousness will go before 
Him and will make a path for His 
steps. Ps. 85:13
15.  But do not ignore this one fact, 
beloved, that with the Lord one day 
is like a thousand years, and a thou-
sand years are like one day. 2 Pet. 
3:8
16.  The Lord is not slow about His 
promise, as some think of slow-
ness, but is patient with you, not 
wanting any to perish, but all to 
come to repentance. 2 Pet. 3:9
17.  The spirit of the Lord GOD 
is upon me, because the LORD 
has anointed me; He has sent 

me to bring good news to the op-
pressed, to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and release to the 
prisoners. Isa. 61:1
18.  To proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor, and the day of venge-
ance of our God; to comfort all 
who mourn. Isa. 61:2
19.  To provide for those who 
mourn in Zion-- to give them a 
garland instead of ashes, the oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, the 
mantle of praise instead of a faint 
spirit. They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the 
LORD, to display His glory. Isa. 
61:3
20.  My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior. Lk. 1:46-47
21.  He has looked with favor on 
the lowliness of His servant. Sure-
ly, from now on all generations will 

g
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call me blessed for the Mighty One 
has done great things for me, and 
holy is His name. Lk. 1:48-49
22.  In that region there were shep-
herds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Lk. 
2:8
23.  Then an angel of the Lord 
stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. Lk. 2:9 
24.  But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see--I am 
bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people.” Lk. 2:10
25.  To you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, Who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. Lk. 2:11
26.  And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host, praising God and say-
ing… Lk. 2:13
27.  “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom He favors!” Lk. 2:14

28.  When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shep-
herds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 
Lk. 2:15
29.  The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness on them light has shined. 
Isa. 9:2
30.  For a Child has been born for 
us, a Son given to us; authority 
rests upon His shoulders; and He 
is named Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. Isa. 9:6 
31.  May the God of peace Him-
self sanctify you entirely; and 
may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blame-
less at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 1 Thess. 5:23
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VITAL STATISTICS
BAPTISMS

GING, HOLLY NOELLE, the daughter of Sierra (Smith) 
and James Bradley Ging, was consecrated to the Lord in the 
sacrament of baptism on Sunday, August 27, 2023 at the Tay-
lor Brethren Church. Holly has an older sister, Hadley, and her 
baptismal sponsors are Kelsie Srnensky and Brandon Peschke.

NEW MEMBERS

STEVENS, JARED, joined the membership of Taylor 
Brethren Church on Sunday, November 5, 2023. Jared joined 
through the reaffirmation of his faith.

GUESNER, ROBIN, joined the membership of the Nelson-
ville Brethren Church on Sunday, September 10 by a reaffirma-
tion of faith.

BUCK, SHANNON, joined the membership of the Nelson-
ville Brethren Church on Sunday, September 17 by a reaffirma-
tion of faith.

BIRTHS

STEVENSON, BAYLOR SHANE, was born on August 30, 
2023, to parents Haily and Clayton Stevenson of the Nelson-
ville Brethren Church. She was welcomed home by Mom & 
Dad, Grandparents Shane & Marsha Siptak and Great Grand-
parents Buddy & Geraldine Siptak.

COTTON, BRILES TAYTUM, was born on October 15, 
2023, to parents Ashton and Briley Cotton of the Nelsonville 
Brethren Church.

JANISH, KYLER LYNN, was born on October 19, 2023, 
to parents Ross and Kelsey Janish of the Nelsonville Brethren 
Church.
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The Community Christian 
Church of Rosenberg

5220 Reading Road, 
Rosenberg, TX 77471

(832) 449-3358

Sunday School	     9:00 a.m.
Worship Service  10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Eve     5:30 p.m.
Prayer Service and Bible Study

VITAL STATISTICS
DEATHS

SCHOVAJSA JR., WILLIE D. “BILLIE”, 78, of Bleibler-
ville, Texas, passed away Wednesday, August 30, 2023. Billie 
was a member of the Nelsonville Brethren Church and a vol-
unteer with the Bleiblerville Volunteer Fire Department. He 
is survived by his loving wife of 52 years: Danita Schovajsa; 
daughters: Candy Janish and her husband, Tim, Tara Wise and 
her husband, Tommy, and Ginny Ward and her significant other, 
Walker Leopold; precious grandchildren: Ross Janish and his 
wife, Kelsye, Piper Leopold, Hudson Leopold, Dustin Janish 
and his wife, Karina, Brandon Janish and his wife, Laura, Jacob 
Janish, Jack Wise, and Jake Wise; great grandchildren: Urijah 
Janish, and soon to be: Kyler “Ky” Janish; sister-in-law: Serena 
Krueger and her husband, Fuzzy; nephews: Chase Krueger and 
his significate other, Madison, and Colby Krueger and his wife, 
Carlye; caregiver: Diana Zapata; and numerous other family, 
and dear friends. Billie was preceded in death by his parents: 

Willie, Sr. and Annie Schova-
jsa; and in-laws: William and 
Virginia Stark. Funeral services 
were held at the church on Sep-
tember 5, 2023 followed by his 
burial at the National Cemetery.

Knesek Family 
Funeral Chapels

“Neighbors helping 
Neighbors Since 1914”

• Service all Pre-Arranged Funerals
• Share Plan Concept with Pre-Arranged 
Funerals
• Sponsor Mission Pre-Arranged Funeral 
Plans

Bellville
865-3121

Sealy
885-3535

Wallis
478-6311
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“But (I) have this treasure in clay
jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to
God and does not come from (me). (I
am) afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; al-
ways carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be made visible in (my body). For
while (I) live, (I am) always being
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be made
visible in (my) mortal flesh... so that
grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God. So (I) do not lose
heart. Even though (my) outer nature
is wasting away, (my) inner nature is

being renewed day by day. For this
slight momentary affliction is prepar-
ing (me) for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all measure, because (I) look
not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen
is temporary, but what cannot be seen
is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 15-
18)

I hear you, Momma.
I’m listening to the Lord just like

you did. Thank you for this great
Treasure.

I miss you.
I love you.
- Your little girl, always.

Praying With You All,
Just Another One of Jesus’ Clay

Jars, Sister Vanessa Mitchell

CALDWELL BRETHREN CHURCH
401 South Main Street

(979) 567-7203
Sunday School

9:30 AM
Children’s Choir
Practice, Sundays

10:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:30 AM

Come as you are . . .

Church email: lifeatcbc@protonmail.com

Wednesday Family Night Gathering:
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month

Rev. Vanessa Mitchell, Pastor
lajoiededieu@protonmail.com

(979) 574-0268

www.lifeatcbc.org Friend us on Facebook!

KUBENA Funeral Home
507 South Main St.

Hallettsville, Texas  77946
Pre-Arranged Funerals

Phone 361-798-3271

GRANGER NATIONAL
BANK

Ryze Ceska Banka, Member F.D.I.C.
Granger, Texas

www.grangernationalbank.com

4) Do I understand that any ex-
traordinary power displayed in me
does not come from me? I am like a
fragile clay jar.

5) Am I willing to believe the truth
that the suffering that I undergo in
this body is for the sake of others
seeing You, Lord Jesus, in all your
power shining through me?

6) Do I commit right this moment
to not give up, to not be discouraged,
to run to You for the strength and
especially the JOY that I need as I
move through these struggles that
are temporary and momentary in view
of eternity?

7) Teach me, Lord Jesus, to trust
that You are preparing me for eternal
glory. Receive this prayer from me
now just as You did from a young
boy’s father long ago who wondered
if his son could be healed:

“I do believe; help me overcome
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

When the Lord God calls someone
home to Heaven, we often feel as if we
are left with nothing of our loved one.
We hold memories, but nothing com-
pares to the ability to hear that person’s
voice just one more time or the oppor-
tunity to hold and be held by the one
we miss so deeply. Then God steps in

and whispers to us through the words
of the Apostle Paul that the one we
love is with Him always. What peace!
Paul shares this reality with us in his
letter to the Roman Christians of his
day: “For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)

I miss my precious mom, with her
flowing blond hair, her affinity for
leopard print and skills as an artist,
and her heart of solid gold. Yet my
grief has taken a new turn. I am
healing more fully now, because my
heart and my mind and my soul have
caught up to what her Lord Jesus, my
Lord Jesus, has been telling me since
she went to be with Him:

The Treasure is the power of Jesus
Christ surging within her and through
her that overflowed to so many and
continues even now as I embrace the
truth that Mom knew well and prayed
when she was well and when she was
ill, with lavender scent filling the
room as she sat with her Jesus in her
Amish rocking chair:

NEW TABOR BRETHREN CHURCH
2439 County Road 225 Caldwell, TX  77836

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 262, Caldwell, TX 77836
(979) 272-3008

Website: newtaborchurch.com  Facebook: New Tabor Church
Sunday School: 9 a.m. Worship: 10 a.m.

New Tabor Brethren is here for you. We’re not only a church. We’re a
fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord.

Reverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David JohnsonReverend David Johnson (979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822(979) 220-3822
pastordjbama@gmail.com
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caldwellbrethrenchurch
@gmail.com

caldwellbrethrenchurch@gmail.com

MIKESKA, LAWRENCE, 66, member of the Nelson-
ville Brethren Church, passed away on August 25, 2023. He 
was born February 5th, 1957, to Nelson and Ethel (Sebes-
ta) Mikeska in Houston, Texas. Lawrence was preceded in 
death by his parents Nelson and Ethel (Sebesta) Mikeska and 
is survived by his brother and spouse Nelson (Jr) and Mary 
Mikeska, along with nephews and spouses, Neil and Dianne 
Mikeska and their daughter Vivian, and Dr. Andrew and Re-
becca Mikeska and their daughter Brooklyn.  He leaves be-
hind many cousins from both sides of his family along with 
their children and extended 
families.  His funeral service 
was held at the church on Sep-
tember 6, 2023, followed by 
burial at the National Cem-
etery.

VITAL STATISTICS
DEATHS

MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS BOARD
(2021-2023)

Rev. Whitney Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)

Rev. Charles Amos
(Pastor to the Pastors)

Rev. Tim Chaplin
Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill
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PLEASE JOIN US AS WE
“Bear ye one another’s burdens 

And so fulfill the Law of 
Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)

THE MUTUAL AID
SOCIETY

Rev. Joseph J. Polasek, President
Daniel Vojtek, Vice-President
Natalie Outlaw, Gen. & Jr. Dept.
     Secretary, 979-589-2012
Ruth Ann Wuensche, Treasurer
James Marek, Board Member
Ann Sebesta, Board Member
Synodical Liaison: Lance LaBedelle,
     2nd Vice-President

MINISTERS BENEFITS COMMITTEE

Rev. James D. Hejl, Chair
Liz Ripple, Executive Sec./Treas.
Members: Rev. Mike Groseclose,

Rev. Tim Chaplin, & Rev. Joe Emerson
Synodical Liason - Lance LaBedelle

(2nd VP)
Ex-officio: Rev. Dr. Larry Koslovsky

FOREIGN MISSIONS BOARD

Chairman:  
Carolyn Groseclose (2023) – (Ocker)

Missionaries invited to join the board 
but not as voting members

Alan Haisler – (2019) (BCS)
Jerry Dove – (2019) (Fayetteville)
Rev. Gerry Davis – (2019) (West)
Jon Farrow – (2019) (CCB - Temple)
Connie Janac –(2023) (Snook)
Open Seat

Synodical Committee Liason (1st 
VP):  

Rev. Joe Emerson

HUS SCHOOL ENCAMPMENT 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Please send ALL HUS SCHOOL 
DONATIONS TO:  Susan Marek, 

Treasurer – see below for address
Chairman: Kent Laza (kent.laza@verizon.
      net), 4913 FM 166, Caldwell, TX 77836; 
      (979) 220-1957 (2017 – BCS)
Treasurer: Susan Marek (Marek1304@
      hotmail.com), 1304 T H Johnson Dr., 
      Taylor, TX 76574; (512) 352-6165 (2021 – 
      Taylor)	
Member: Rick Weise (2017 – Wall)
Member: Angie Labaj Dolan (2019 – Temple)
Members: Ben Wilde (2021 – Ocker)
                  Jennifer Chervenka (2017 – Ocker)
                  Dillon Barbisch – 2023 (Ocker)
Member: Natalie See Kovar – 2023 (Snook)

The Encampment is governed by a Board 
of Trustees of 8 members. Chairperson 
is elected by the Convention. Terms: 2 
years, may be re-elected/re-appointed for a 
maximum of 4 terms or 8 years. (Unity of the 
Brethren By-Laws, Article XIV, Sec C.)

Non-Voting Appointments
Programming Director:Jordan Barbisch 
      jordanbarbisch@gmail.com
Facilities Manager:	 Alan Haisler 
      haislera@ymail.com
Caretakers:OPEN Position
Synodical Committee Oversight:  
      Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill, Synodical 3rd VP



BRETHREN JOURNAL December 2023 / 25

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Bryan-College Station – Sunday School at

9:15 AM and Worship at 10:30 AM every 
Sunday.

– Rev. Mark Sebek
Buckholts – Worship at 9 AM every Sunday 

except the 5th Sunday.
Holy Communion on 1st Sunday.
Guest speaker on 4th Sunday.

– Rev. John Kueker
Caldwell – Come as you are! Sundays –

explore the Bible @ 9:30 AM (all ages); KIDS 
CHOIR practices @ 10:15 AM; & worship @ 
10:30 AM! Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday, join 
the fun @ Family Game Night, 6-7:30 PM! 
Check out lifeatcbc.org for spiritual resources, 
events, videos, & more! Friend us on Facebook!
caldwellbrethrenchurch@gmail.com

Crosby – 	 9 AM: Worship
	 10 AM: Faith Adventure

– Dr. Larry Koslovsky
Dime Box – Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.

– Supply Pastors
Fayetteville – Worship at 10:00 AM. on the

2nd, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays.
– Rev. Mike Groseclose

Good Shepherd Moravian – Worship at
11:30 AM and 6:30 PM every Sunday.

Granger – Worship service Sundays, 10 AM. 
Bible Study Wednesdays, 5:30 PM.

– Judy Gotcher - Pulpit Supply
Houston – Sunday School at 9:15 AM;

Worship at 10:30 AM every Sunday.
– Rev. Dr. Jerry Terrill

Industry – Worship at 5:00 PM on the 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th Saturdays.

– Rev. Mike Groseclose
Nelsonville – Sunday School at 9 AM

Worship at 10:15 AM
– Rev. Michael Groseclose

New Beginnings (1103 Harrisonburg Ln., College 
Station, TX 77845) – A Home Mission Project since 
10/22/11 – Sunday School at 10:30 AM; Worship at 
11:45 AM; Lunch after the service.

– Rev. Kay Polasek

New Tabor – Sunday School at 9 AM &
Worship at 10 AM every Sunday, “Tune
Up” on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM.

– Rev. David Johnson

Ocker – Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School at 9 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge
Pasadena – Sunday School at 9:30 AM

and worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
– Dr. Larry Koslovsky

Community Christian Church of Rosenberg –
Sunday: Adult Bible Study and Sunday School 
for children at 9 AM; worship at 10:30 AM. 
Wednesday: 5:30 PM Dinner; 6:30 PM Bible 
Study.

– Pastor Ben Kruse
Seaton – Sunday, 9:15 AM –Prayer Gathering; 

9:30 AM – Sunday School, All Ages;
10:30 AM – Worship Celebration Service.
Wednesday, 6:30 PM – Kids’ and Adult
Bible Study.

– Rev. Denise Mikeska
Snook – Sunday School – 9:00 AM;

Worship – 10:15 AM.
– Rev. Joseph Polasek

Taylor – Worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.
Sunday School 9 AM every Sunday with
free breakfast every 5th Sunday at 8:30
AM.; Friends Fellowship (seniors) 4th
Tuesday (except Nov. & Dec.) at 2 PM.

– Rev. James Hejl
Temple – Cross Church on Birdcreek –

Sunday School at 9:30 AM.; Worship at
10:45 AM.

– Rev. Tim Chaplin
Vsetin – A non-official member congregation

of the Unity of the Brethren – Worship at
10 AM every Sunday.

– Dr. Mark Labaj
5th Sunday – Visiting Ministers

Wall – Sunday School (all ages) at 9:30 AM; 
worship at 10:45 AM every Sunday.
Wednesday – Children’s Awanas, 5:30 PM.

– Rev. Thomas Tallas
Wesley – Worship at 9 AM every Sunday.

Sunday School follows.
– Rev. Michael Groseclose

West – Sunday School at 9 AM and
worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday.

– Rev. Gerald Davis
Westheimer Community – Worship at

10:30 AM every Sunday.
– Supply Pastors
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DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARIES
Pastor Pavel and Stanya Kozak
Norska 42
77900 Olomouc
Czech Republic
e-mail: Pavel.Ko@volny.cz

Phil & Eunice Raiford
(parents’ address in U.S.)
230 SW Sandy Way
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986
pbrmissions@gmail.com

Carolyn Groseclose
NDO
PO Box 630260
Choma, Zambia
email: carolyngroseclose84@gmail.com

Joel & Teresa Jelski
Mazkeret Moshe
           19
Jerusalem 9431619
Israel

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Chairman: Jon Farrow: (254) 718-1938;
      jfarrow@hot.rr.com
Dan Merz (2021), Nelsonville
James Marek: (512) 844-8520;
      james.Marek@cnbt.bank
Anna Wotipka: (979) 218-9043
Advisors: Rev. Whitney Amos &
      Rev. Charles Amos
Synodical Committee Liaison:
      Dr. Larry Koslovsky

HOME MISSIONS BOARD
Chair: Rev. Joe Emerson, (2023)
Alan Haisler – (2019) (BCS)
Jerry Dove – (2019) (Fayetteville)
Rev. Gerry Davis – (2019) (West)
Jon Farrow – (2019) (CCB - Temple)
Connie Janac –(2023) (Snook)
Open Seat

SYNODICAL COMMITTEE
President: Rev. Larry Koslovsky, (713) 594-4518
1st Vice President: Rev. Joe Emerson,
      (254) 931-1653
2nd Vice President: Lance LaBedelle,
      (325) 227-9900;
      lance.labedelle@caltech.com
3rd Vice President: Rev. Vanessa Mitchell,
      (979) 574-0268
Secretary: Contact Liz Ripple
Treasurer: Lynette Urbanovsky Shimek, 13795 
      Alacia Ct., College Station, TX 77845; 
      (979) 450-1820, lurbanovsky@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Kayla Marek, 1804 Mallard
      Ln., Taylor, TX 76574, (512) 944-2619;
      kmarek2012@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant: Liz Ripple, 311 W.
      State Hwy. 71, Fayetteville, TX 78940;
      (979) 378-2239, lizripple@hotmail.com
Ministerial Alternate: VACANT
Pastor to Pastors: Rev. Whitmey Amos and
      Rev. Charles Amos
Non-Voting Lay Alternate: Taylor Brinkley,
      Ocker

Lay Members:
BCS: Alan Haisler, haislera@ymail.com
Buckholts: Charlene Vogelsang,
      cakv@hotmail.com
Caldwell: Lynette Urbanovsky Shimek (Treasurer); 
      Martha Huffman, marthahuffman@gmail.com
Crosby: Debbie Clark, foxfire890@aol.com
Dime Box: No Representative
Fayetteville: Sandra Stepan,
      sandrainaustin@yahoo.com
Good Shepherd: Lorenzo Wilson
Granger: No Representative
Houston: J.T. Verwold, dmverwold@yahoo.com
Industry: Harvey Treybig, harvey.treybig@gmail.com
Nelsonville: Jenell Zettel, (979) 203-8390
New Tabor: Robert Campbell,
      robertfcampbell05@yahoo.com
Ocker: Lisa Sebek, sebeks@centurylink.net
Pasadena: Phil Michalik,
      pmichalik1@peoplepc.com
Rosenberg: Alice Kocurek,
      katalice8@gmail.com
Seaton:
Snook: Connie Janac, conniejanac@gmail.com
Taylor: Kayla Marek (Fin. Sec.), Sidney Srnensky
Temple: Jim Hiles, jimhiles1959@gmail.com
Wall: Paul Beatty, pbeatty@gmail.com; Lance
      LaBedelle (2nd VP)
Wesley: Beth Dusek, bethbrenham@gmail.com
West: Mike James, pswmhjames@gmail.com
Westheimer: Buddy Allen,
      buddyallen@gmail.com
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DIRECTORY OF PASTORS
Rev. Charles Amos, 845 Airville Road,
      Temple, TX 76501. (254) 791-9611
Rev. Whitney Amos, 845 Airville Road,
      Temple, TX 76501. (254) 913-5757
Rev. Linda Von Chandler, 13108 North
      Ridge Circle, Leander, TX 78641.
      (512) 836-2712
Rev. Tim Chaplin, 1326 Starlight Dr.,
      Temple TX 76502. (254) 718-6094;
      tpch4359@gmail.com
Rev. Gerald Davis, 1218 La Vega St.,
      Waco, TX 76705. (254) 299-7743;
      grdfbc58@gmail.com
Rev. Joe Emerson, 5404 Southern
      Crossing Dr., Temple, TX 76502.
      (254) 931-1653;
      joe.emerson_ma@yahoo.com
Rev. Michael Groseclose, 352
      Nelsonville Church Rd., Bellville, TX
      77418. (979) 865-3026
Rev. James D. Hejl, 309 Cherrywood
      Circle, Taylor, TX 76574. (512) 365-6890
Rev. Dr. Brad Herridge, 5925 Mt.
      Rockwood Circle, Waco, TX 76710.
      (254) 716-2578;
      brad.herridge@gmail.com
Rev. David Johnson, 902 Timberlane,
      Caldwell, TX 77836.
      (979) 567-1838 (h),
      (979) 220-3822 (c);
      pastordjbama@gmail.com
Pastor Lisa Johnson, 10221
      Centrepark Drive #737, Houston, TX
      77043, (713) 548-4901;
      writer.johnson@gmail.com
Dr. Larry Koslovsky, 4211 Misty
      Timbers Way, Kingwood, TX 77345.
      (713) 594-4518 (c);
      lwkoslo@aol.com
Pastor Ben Kruse, 11714 Needville
      Fairchilds Road, Needville, TX
      77461; (71) 376-3646;
      krusedadb@yahoo.com
Rev. John Kueker, P.O. Box 325,
      Buckholts, TX 76518. (254) 605-0434

Dr. Mark L. Labaj, 3410 Meadow Creek
      Ln., Temple, TX 76504. (254) 742-8333;
      Baylor Medical Center, Round Rock,
      TX, mark.labaj@utexas.edu
Rev. Denise Mikeska, 3894 Apple Cider
      Road, Temple, TX 76501.
      sbcpastordenise@yahoo.com
Rev. Vanessa Lucia Mitchell, 2070
      Carter Lake Drive, College Station,
      TX 77845. (979) 574-0268;
      lajoiededieu@protonmail.com 
      Blog: notboxingtheair.wordpress.com
Rev. Joseph Polasek, P.O. Box 54,
      Snook, TX 77878, (979) 272-1624;
      josephjpolasek@yahoo.com
Rev. Kay Polasek, 1103 Harrisonburg
      Lane, College Station, TX 77845.
      (979) 220-1289;
      revkaypolasek@yahoo.com
Rev. Robbie Price, 3217 Southland Blvd., 
      San Angelo, TX 76904 
      email: rev.robbieprice@gmail.com
      cell: 505-715-2003
Rev. Mark Sebek, 9235 FM 437,
      Rogers, TX 76569. (254) 931-2000;
      papasebek@gmail.com
Rev. Tommy Tallas, 206 Glenmore
      Drive, San Angelo, TX 76903.
      (325) 656-8558; rev.tjt@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Terrill, 7 Torch Pine
      Court, The Woodlands, TX 77381.
      (281) 744-1147
      jerryleeterrill@comcast.net
Rev. Ryan Volkman, 23242 Hockman
      Rd., Defiance, Ohio, 43512, (325)
      213-0671; ryvolkman@gmail.com
Rev. Larry Zabcik, 2013 Burnie Bishop 
      Place, Cedar Park, TX 78613. 
      (512) 992-5824; zabcikville@ymail.com
RETIRED PASTORS
Rev. Curtis Holland, 1017 Southwood,
      Waco, TX 76712. (254) 715-0477
Rev. Lawrence Junek, 3316 Lyle,
      Waco, TX 76708. (254) 722-4194
Rev. Al Newby, 2210 Forest Trail,
      Temple, TX 76502. (254) 778-1860



BRETHREN JOURNAL28 / December 2023

Send address changes to:
The Brethren Journal, 1103 Harrisonburg Lane, College Station, Texas 77845
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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover).  These donations are tax deductible.

Send address changes to:
The Brethren Journal, 1103 Harrisonburg Ln., College Station, TX 77845.
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Needed: FRIENDS OF THE BRETHREN JOURNAL
– from the editor

      The Brethren Journal has been publishing life and activities
of the Unity of the Brethren in Texas for over 100 years.  All of these
include records of weddings, baptisms, deaths, etc., of the minis-
ters... when they were submitted.  These records are invaluable for
families who wish to research their family history or activities that
have taken place in our congregations and the denomination.  It
would be fitting, in the eyes of the Brethren Journal Business
Committee, to ask for financial support for the continuation of this
publication.

      If you wish to become a special FRIEND OF THE BRETHREN
JOURNAL, please send your donation to the Business Manager
(address inside front cover).  These donations are tax deductible.

Send address changes to:
The Brethren Journal, 1103 Harrisonburg Ln., College Station, TX 77845.


